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To my FolleaJues wKo Kave GisaSSeareG� or are imSrisoneG� or silenFeG: I 
wisK tKat I FoulG name you Kere anG Felebrate your sFKolarsKiS� I KoSe tKat 
someGay you will reaG tKis book� anG tKat� wKen you Go� it Sleases you� You 
nurtureG me³ you were Satient wKen I was KeaGstronJ� subtle wKen I was 
brasK� You tauJKt me GiliJenFe� GeGiFation� anG Fommitment to KistoriFal 
anG sFientiϮF trutK� TKank you for welFominJ me in�

TKank you to GwenGolyn Collaoo� witKout wKom none of tKis is wortK it� 
You SusK me to be better³ as a sFKolar anG as a Serson³ anG to seek out 
moments of Moy� TKank you for your SersSiFaFious eye anG TuiFk minG� anG 
for insistinJ tKat I take breaks�

TKis book is tKe SroGuFt of many years of otKer SeoSle·s kinGness� 
Members of tKe oriJinal Gissertation Fommittee tolerateG tKe mounGs of 
SaSer tKat I oFFasionally waGGeG uS anG lobbeG KaSKa]arGly in tKeir 
GireFtions� TKank you to Mark Elliott for takinJ me on as a stuGent� SusK�
inJ me to FonsiGer tKe Sosition anG imSaFt of sFKolarly work� anG insist�
inJ on SKiloloJiFal riJor� You were tKere for me GurinJ some of tKe KarG�
est times in tKis SroFess� anG I will never forJet it� TKank you to MiFKael 
S]onyi� wKo sKoweG me Kow to builG an arJument tKat miJKt witKstanG 
Kis viJorous TuestioninJ� ϮelGeG enGless Tueries about Su]]linJ tKrouJK 
loFal arFKives� anG moGeleG a Moyful anG Kumane Srofessionalism� IlGiky 
%ellpr� Hann was Sresent in tKis work from its very FonFeStion� Her 
insiJKtful metKoGoloJiFal anG emSiriFal FritiTues enriFKeG tKe arJument 
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Jreatly� ensurinJ tKat it remaineG JrounGeG in etKnoJraSKy anG te[tual 
sFKolarsKiS wKile enJaJinJ wisely witK tKeory� :illiam AlforG� wKo is a 
SrofounGly benevolent inGiviGual� saw tKe value in tKis work·s unGerlyinJ 
SroMeFt anG enFouraJeG me to Sursue a more GisFiSlineG FomSarison� 
)rom tKe aJe before HarvarG� tKe KumiG Gays of InGiana� I must tKank 
GarGner %ovinJGon� wKo tauJKt me ;inMianJ Kistory anG SolitiFs but� Must 
as imSortantly� let me Slay in tKe Jreat sanGbo[ of soFial tKeory� MuFK of 
tKis book is a workinJ� out of Tuestions tKat I beJan to ask beFause of 
GarGner� Devin De:eese not only tauJKt me CKaJKatay anG all sorts of 
tKinJs about NaTsKbanGҸs but was kinG enouJK to reaG a Graft of FKaS�
ter � all of fourteen years after I Ϯrst walkeG into Kis Flassroom� It Kas 
been a Jreat Sleasure to reFonneFt witK CKristoSKer AtwooG� wKo unGer�
stanGs wKat kinG of book tKis is� Many otKer establisKeG sFKolars Kave 
Jiven tKeir time anG eϸort to suSSort my maG FaSer� amonJ tKem Plr 
Cassel� Cemal .afaGar� Ablet .amalov� -ames MillwarG� Carla NaSSi� 
AKmeG RaJab� DaviG -� Ro[burJK� %irJit SFKlyter� -un SuJawara� DonalG 
Sutton� Onuma TakaKiro� anG 4iu Yuanyuan� Yet sSeFial tKanks surely Jo 
to :Keeler TKaFkston� on wKose sofa I learneG not only to Su]]le tKrouJK 
a te[t in CKaJKatay� but to JrasS it� I KoSe sinFerely to Say tKeir Jeneros�
ity forwarG�

TKere is no Freativity witKout a Fommunity� anG I am fortunate to be 
Sart of a Jenerous one� So many Kours of intelleFtual ferment were sSent in 
tKe FomSany of otKer true believers in tKis Tui[otiF enterSrise� not least 
amonJ tKem GreJory AϮnoJenov� .atKerine Ale[anGer� Elise AnGerson� 
SaraK %ramao� Ramos� DaviG %roSKy� Darren %yler� %elle CKeves� Sakura 
CKristmas� %rian Cwiek� Maura Dykstra� Devin )it]JeralG� -osKua )reeman� 
%illy )renFK� .elly HammonG� -ustin -aFobs� MaFabe .eliKer� NiFKolas .on�
tovas� %en Levey� Eve MFGlynn� Aysima Mirsultan� Anne� SoSKie Pratte� 
DaviG Porter� Ma[ OiGtmann� GulGana SalimMan� Rune SteenberJ� DaviG 
StrouS� HannaK TKeaker� Rian TKum� :ei� FKieK Tsai� Noriko Unno� NiFKo�
las :almsley� anG ;in :en� SSeFial tKanks to Mira ;enia SFKwerGa� wKo 
volunteereG to reaG tKis sKambles of a book tKe weekenG before it was Gue� 
Many of us met unGer a SurSosefully vaJue rallyinJ Fry³ ́ New DireFtionsµ³ 
anG tKe Sromise of snaFks� or else beFause of our Tuestionable GeFision to 
stuGy Inner Asian Kistory anG Fulture� :e seem reSeateGly to Gemonstrate 
tKe Sower of Fommunity� of Jenerosity anG FolleJiality� to raise all of us 
uS anG KelS us aFKieve tKe ´imSossibleµ³ wKiFK is SreFisely Kow some 
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oriJinally FKaraFteri]eG tKe FonFeSt of tKis book� TKank you for reaGinJ 
tKe Grafty FKaSters tKat emerJeG over tKe years� but tKank you also� as 
times Kave Jrown Garker� for stanGinJ uS for wKat you know to be riJKt� 
TKat is tKe kinG of sFKolarly Fommunity I want to be Sart of�

)rienGs anG FolleaJues at tKe University of Montana in tKe DeSartments 
of History anG PolitiFal SFienFe anG beyonG lent time anG SatienFe to tKis 
SroMeFt� TKank you esSeFially to Claire ArFenas� AbKisKek CKatterMee� %raG 
ClouJK� -oKn EJlin� Robert Greene� Tobin Miller� SKearer� anG -oGy PavilaFk 
for unGerstanGinJ� TKank you to tKe Fore members of tKe Montana East 
Asia :orksKoS� or MEA:: %rian DowGle� MaJJie Greene� anG Rob TuFk� I am 
JlaG tKat we value one anotKer as sFKolars anG as Kuman beinJs� Time 
sSent witK you³ over Rob·s unfairly JooG FookinJ� %rian·s baFkyarG Gin�
ners� or ϰeeinJ into tKe mountains to meet MaJJie Kalfway³ Kas meant tKe 
worlG to me� MuFK of tKe tKinkinJ beKinG tKis book SlayeG out in Fonversa�
tion witK my stuGents at Montana as we traFkeG Satterns of FKanJe aFross 
tKe broaG sweeS of CKinese Kistory� talkeG tKrouJK Neo� ConfuFian SKiloso�
SKy� or FritiTueG tKeories of nationalism� If you reaG tKis� Slease unGer�
stanG tKat it is a sinJular SrivileJe to know you anG work witK you� Take a 
moment to look east alonJ tKe Clark )ork River� into tKe sSaFe between tKe 
mountains� anG FonsiGer tKe mystery�

TKe Ϯnal Graft of tKis book was FomSleteG GurinJ researFK leave unGer a 
Mellon )ellowsKiS at tKe Institute for AGvanFeG StuGy� wKere Fonversations 
witK NiFola Gi Cosmo� .arl GertK� anG LyGia Liu esSeFially inϰuenFeG its 
FomSosition� ResearFK anG writinJ Kave been SaiG for in various ways by 
numerous Jrants anG fellowsKiSs: a )ellowsKiS for Assistant Professors from 
tKe AnGrew :� Mellon )ounGation� researFK anG worksKoS Jrants from tKe 
AmeriFan CounFil of LearneG SoFieties anG Henry LuFe )ounGation� a SoFial 
SFienFe ResearFK CounFil International Dissertation ResearFK )ellowsKiS� a 
faFulty GeveloSment Jrant from tKe DeSartment of History at tKe Univer�
sity of Montana� a YamaJuFKi )unG Jrant from tKe MansϮelG Center at tKe 
University of Montana� a one� montK resiGenFe at tKe Yuelu AFaGemy at 
Hunan University� travelinJ fellowsKiSs from HarvarG University� tKe 
:eatKerKeaG Center for International Aϸairs� tKe )airbank Center for CKi�
nese StuGies� anG tKe Asia Center� anG a fellowsKiS from tKe National EnGow�
ment for tKe Humanities GeGiFateG to translatinJ tKe � TKe 
last few weeks of writinJ were sSent as a sFKolar� in� resiGenFe at tKe Man�
FKester CKina Institute�
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TKank you to Caelyn Cobb anG MoniTue %riones at Columbia University 
Press� wKo usKereG tKis book to Srint witK tKe utmost sSeeG anG Srofes�
sionalism� Two anonymous reaGers enriFKeG tKe te[t by SroviGinJ two raG�
iFally Giϸerent SersSeFtives on it� I take full resSonsibility for any errors 
tKat remain anG ask otKers to take tKem uS as SromSts for furtKer researFK�

TKank you� Ϯnally� to my fatKer RiFKarG SFKluessel� my motKer CyntKia 
Conti� anG my brotKer EGmunG SFKluessel� wKo tauJKt me to Fare� to work 
KarG� anG to remain true to my SrinFiSles� TKis Kas been suFK a lonJ Mour�
ney� anG I am JlaG tKat you are Kere to sKare it� Of Fourse� I woulG be remiss 
not to aFknowleGJe tKe sinJular Fontributions of ߸� anG P�� our KouseKolG 
aJents of FKaos�

TKe sourFes for tKis work are raJJeG³ tKey are MaJJeG sFratFKes on mouse� 
eaten sFraSs of rustiF SaSer tKat smell like sKeeS anG GeatK� No neatly sorteG 
Fase Ϯles Jreet tKe Kistorian of TurSan� An inGiviGual GoFument miJKt be 
torn in Kalf� intentionally or tKrouJK some Kuman error� anG tuFkeG in tKe 
folG of anotKer aFForGinJ to some obsFure loJiF� Stories beJin� or enG� or 
SiFk uS in tKe miGGle of tKe aFtion� anG tKe Kistorian is luFky to ϮnG a wKole 
narrative SaFkaJeG anG waitinJ� Even tKen� Kalf of tKe story may be a GeFeS�
tion� SuFK is life: a FollaJe of letters Fut oϸ Kalfway tKrouJK� witK lines on 
every Folor of SaSer interseFtinJ at oGG anJles� anG it is beautiful� TKank 
you all for sKarinJ tKis Floak of raJs witK me� May otKers Sull at tKe tKreaGs 
until everytKinJ Fomes unGone aJain�

                 
           

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



[ [iii ]

TKis book works between several lanJuaJes anG traGitions� some of wKiFK 
may be obsFure to tKe reaGer�

CKinese reiJn Gates anG HiMri Gates Kave botK been FonverteG to tKeir 
eTuivalents in tKe GreJorian FalenGar� Most of tKis story takes SlaFe GurinJ 
tKe TonJ]Ki �����² ��� abbreviateG in tKis book·s enGnotes as ́ T=µ�� GuanJ[u 
�����² ����� or ´G;µ�� anG ;uantonJ �����² ��� or ´;Tµ� reiJns� anG in tKe 
years ����² ���� of tKe HiMri� It Fontinues in tKe era of tKe ReSubliF of CKina 
�MinJuo� or ´MGµ��

:omen in 4inJ GoFuments were freTuently iGentiϮeG only by tKeir sur�
name� followeG by tKe worG shi� ´:ei shi�µ tKen� is rouJKly eTuivalent to 
´Ms� :eiµ or ´tKe woman :ei�µ

AJe as reForGeG in CKinese sourFes is reFkoneG in sui� A Serson is one sui 
olG at tKe moment of birtK� anG FonseTuently may be one or two years olGer 
in :estern ´years olGµ tKan tKey woulG be in sui�

Yamen was tKe term useG for tKe oϲFe of any 4inJ oϲFial� TerminoloJy 
for 4inJ ranks anG titles in Jeneral follows tKat SroviGeG by %runnert anG 
HaJelstrom� wKiFK altKouJK somewKat antiTuateG is FomSreKensive 
enouJK to inFluGe tKe terms of loFal aGministration anG reϰeFts a Fertain 
unGerstanGinJ of tKe 4inJ Jovernment arounG tKe time tKis story took 
SlaFe�� In tKe late 4inJ� TurSan was a ´GireFtly aGministereG SrefeFtureµ 
�zhili ting�� anG its KiJKest oϲFial a ´Ϯrst� Flass subSrefeFt�µ I tKerefore refer 
to Kim as ´tKe SrefeFt�µ UnGer tKe TurSan SrefeFt was tKe suborGinate 

A Note on Conventions
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oϲFe of tKe PiFKan ´subGistriFt maJistrateµ �xunjian�� In ����� PiFKan was 
elevateG to tKe level of a ´Fountyµ �xian�� forminJ SKansKan County� anG tKe 
subGistriFt maJistrate was maGe a full Founty maJistrate� After tKe ;inKai 
Revolution of ���� anG tKe fall of tKe 4inJ� TurSan was maGe a Founty eTual 
to SKansKan� anG its SrefeFt a maJistrate�

TurSan was loFateG in one of four aGministrative units FalleG ´FirFuitsµ 
�dao�� eaFK leG by an ´intenGantµ �daotai�� TurSan was in tKe =KenGi CirFuit 
of ;inMianJ SrovinFe� anG tKe otKers were tKe Aksu� .asKJar� anG Ili� 
TarbaJKatai CirFuits� TKose intenGants reSorteG to a SrovinFial Jovern�
ment in tKe FaSital of DiKua �moGern hr�mFKi� KeaGeG by a Jovernor 
�xunfu�� TKe Jovernor·s immeGiate suborGinates inFluGeG a ϮnanFial Fom�
missioner �buzhengshi� anG a MuGiFial Fommissioner �anchashi��

I Kave FKosen to Sresent names anG worGs in tKe various lanJuaJes in 
tKis book in ways tKat reaGers will KoSefully not ϮnG alienatinJ� CKinese is 
transliterateG aFForGinJ to tKe Pinyin system� )or ArabiF� Persian� anG CKa�
JKatay I use a moGiϮeG version of tKe system of tKe International Journal of 
Middle Eastern Studies� for ManFKu� M|llenGorϸ� anG -aSanese� HeSburn� 
DiaFritiFs Kave been minimi]eG as muFK as Sossible�

As minority SeoSle in CKina know well� usinJ CKinese to renGer lonJ 
names tKat inFluGe sounGs not enFountereG in ManGarin often yielGs even 
lonJer anG unwielGier results� TKis was true in late� 4inJ ;inMianJ as well� 
wKere tKe TurkiF anG IslamiF names tKat we enFounter in CKinese in tKe 
arFKive sometimes barely resemble wKat SeoSle FalleG tKemselves� HelS�
fully� I Kave founG GoFuments in tKe TurSan arFKive tKat Sresent TurFo� 
IslamiF names anG tKeir CKinese eTuivalents siGe by siGe� SroviGinJ a rela�
tively systematiF unGerstanGinJ of Kow TurkiF sSeeFK sounGs were 
renGereG into CKinese� On tKat basis� I Sresent tKe most likely Turko� IslamiF 
name� if it Fan be GeFiSKereG� alonJsiGe its CKinese transliteration in tKe 
Ϯrst instanFe� for e[amSle� ´RawঋallaK �Ruo]anJle��µ I follow a similar sys�
tem for SlaFe names� in wKiFK Fase I favor tKe name as it was renGereG in 
CKaJKatay over tKat useG in CKinese�
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AT THE END of tKe nineteentK Fentury� a JrouS of elite men from CKina 
JaineG Fontrol over a Muslim� maMority reJion of Central Asia anG attemSteG 
to transform it aFForGinJ to tKeir own vision of an iGeal ConfuFian soFiety� 
TKis book GesFribes tKe ramiϮFations of tKis SroMeFt for orGinary SeoSle� It 
arJues tKat tKis eϸort to transform Muslims into ConfuFians sKaSeG tKe 
soFial relationsKiSs between SeoSle wKo SartiFiSateG in Giϸerent reliJious 
traGitions anG wKo sSoke Giϸerent lanJuaJes� InsteaG of tKe assimilation 
tKat tKis Fivili]inJ SroMeFt·s enJineers intenGeG� it SroGuFeG estranJement� 
as tKe SroMeFt simultaneously intensiϮeG tKe ineTualities anG everyGay 
 violenFe tKat tySiϮeG tKe new era� imbueG tKem witK new meaninJs� anG 
SroviGeG a Sowerful new lanJuaJe witK wKiFK to naviJate tKem� PeoSle 
useG its iGeoloJy anG institutions to SoliFe new soFial bounGaries anG 
artiFulate Fommunal iGentities in ways tKat botK resisteG CKinese Gomina�
tion anG were sKaSeG by it� New or reimaJineG mytKs of Fommon GesFent 
reGeϮneG tKe bounGaries of tKe Muslim Fommunity��

TKe settinJ of tKis Kistory of soFioFultural FKanJe anG tKe everyGay is a 
SlaFe tKat Kistory� writinJ anG tKe SoSular FonsFiousness unGerstanG 
mainly tKrouJK JranG SolitiFal narratives: ;inMianJ�� ;inMianJ� or East 
Turkestan� is a reJion tKat is Fulturally� linJuistiFally� anG KistoriFally tieG 
to tKe soFieties anG states of Central Asia� As of tKe turn of tKe last Fen�
tury� tKe maMority of its SeoSle sSoke anG wrote in TurkiF lanJuaJes anG 
 SraFtiFeG a form of Sunni Islam Keavily inϰuenFeG by SuϮsm� Yet tKese 

IntroGuFtion
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´TurkiF Muslimµ SeoSle KaG Fome unGer tKe Fontrol of a CKina� baseG state� 
tKe 4inJ emSire �����² ������� :Kile 4inJ territory later GeϮneG tKe bounG�
aries of tKe moGern CKinese nation� state� tKe emSire was ruleG not by etK�
niFally CKinese �Han� SeoSle� but by a ManFKu royal Kouse witK Inner Asian 
oriJins� In ����� tKis multietKniF emSire FonTuereG ;inMianJ anG aSSenGeG 
it to tKe realm as one of several GistinFt territories keSt seSarate from 
´CKina SroSerµ anG ruleG tKrouJK loFal institutions anG aristoFrats� muFK 
as MonJolia was� A military Jovernor ensureG tKe territory·s seFurity� but 
by anG larJe� loFal TurkiF Muslims ruleG on beKalf of tKe 4inJ anG witKin 
tKe bounGs of IslamiF law� TKe miG� nineteentK Fentury� Kowever� saw a 
series of wars break out aFross tKe 4inJ� anG tKe emSire lost Fontrol of 
nearly a tKirG of its territory� ;inMianJ·s SeoSle rebelleG in ����� anG a series 
of IslamiF states emerJeG in tKe vaFuum formeG by tKe witKGrawal of 4inJ 
Sower�

In ����� tKe emSire returneG� but in a new form: TKe ;ianJ Army� wKiFK 
was founGeG in ���� in tKe SrovinFe of Hunan� KaG fouJKt anG GefeateG 
many of tKe emSire·s internal enemies� anG now it reaFKeG ;inMianJ on a 
mission of reFonTuest�� However� tKe ;ianJ Army was leG by a JrouS of 
ConfuFian intelleFtuals wKose SKilosoSKy GemanGeG tKat tKey brinJ orGer 
to CKina by imSosinJ wKat tKey unGerstooG to be tKe founGation of a Kar�
monious soFiety: tKe SatriarFKal ConfuFian family� TKerefore� tKeir Joal 
was not to restore tKe olG reJime of inGireFt rule� but insteaG to assimilate 
tKe Muslim SeoSle of ;inMianJ anG tKus ensure tKeir KomelanG·s SerSetual 
inFlusion witKin tKe CKinese Fultural anG SolitiFal eFumene� TKey 
attemSteG to Go so by transforminJ tKe Muslim family anG seeGinJ Muslim 
soFiety witK tKeir own elite norms tKrouJK eGuFation anG resettlement� A 
sSeFial leJal reJime elevateG tKeir sFriStural iGea of tKe ConfuFian ´ritesµ 
�li� above even tKe FoGiϮeG law of tKe emSire� Ultimately� tKe ;ianJ Army·s 
Joal was to re� Freate ;inMianJ not as a territory� but as a SrovinFe like 
its own Hunan or any otKer in CKina SroSer� :Kile tKat Joal was formally 
aFKieveG in ����� wKen ;inMianJ SrovinFe was GeFlareG� tKe ;ianJ Army·s 
Fivili]inJ SroMeFt SersisteG nearly until tKe fall of tKe 4inJ emSire in ���� 
as tKey FontinueG to struJJle to establisK Fontrol anG assimilate tKe 
Muslims�

Many ironies resulteG� CKief amonJ tKem was tKat� insteaG of attaFKinJ 
;inMianJ anG its SeoSle forever to CKina� tKe SroMeFt SroviGeG a means to 
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artiFulate a sense of etKniFity tKat botK oSSoseG CKinese Sower anG aSSro�
SriateG it� Put Giϸerently� tKe e[SerienFe of a KistoriFally sSeFiϮF form of 
Gomination sKaSeG tKe GisFourses anG SraFtiFes of self� GeϮnition tKat 
emerJeG amonJ tKe GominateG SeoSle� TKis was in Sart beFause SeoSle 
useG tKe resourFes anG lanJuaJe of tKe GominatinJ Sower to artiFulate anG 
resolve tKeir own Flaims anG JrievanFes� but also beFause tKe form anG iGe�
oloJy of Gomination TuiFkly beFame naturali]eG� MuFK as )renFK :est 
AfriFan or %ritisK InGian subMeFts turneG tKeir Foloni]ers· Flaims of Fiti]en�
sKiS anG resSeFt for Kuman GiJnity aJainst tKeir e[Sloitation� so GiG TurkiF 
Muslims in ;inMianJ learn to maniSulate tKe iGeoloJy anG institutions of 
tKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt to aGvanFe tKeir own interests as imSerial subMeFts�� 
However� sFKolarsKiS on Folonial GisFourses of iGentity reminGs us to 
attenG to tKe role tKat Flass Slays in artiFulatinJ antiFolonial Sositions on 
tKe Sart of a GominateG Fommunity: it is usually tKose members of tKe Fol�
oni]eG JrouS wKo Kave learneG suFFessfully to maniSulate tKe GisFourses 
of tKe Foloni]er wKo tKen Flaim to sSeak on beKalf of tKe wKole JrouS� TKis 
book sKows Kow relatively Sowerful TurkiF Muslim SeoSle useG tKe 
resourFes of tKe state to SoliFe bounGaries witKin wKat tKey were FominJ 
to see as tKeir own Fommunity� to SurJe tKe internal OtKers wKom tKe Fivi�
li]inJ SroMeFt FreateG� New artiFulations of iGentity emerJeG from new 
ineTualities anG forms of violenFe� At tKe same time� tKe relationsKiS 
between tKe Muslim SeriSKery anG tKe imSerial metroSole Fame to seem 
natural� as tKouJK events in ;inMianJ were intimately bounG to tKe Kistory 
of CKina itself�

;inMianJ is toGay known for an onJoinJ anG seeminJly intraFtable Fon�
ϰiFt between tKe TurkiF Muslim UyJKur SeoSle wKo FomSrise tKe reJion·s 
maMority anG a CKinese Communist Party anG state attemStinJ to eliminate 
tKeir lanJuaJe anG Fulture� TKe FonϰiFt is often analy]eG as emerJinJ from 
a set of FonϰiFtinJ nationalist imSeratives:� UyJKur nationalism� wKiFK 
SreGates tKe Party� state·s Fontrol of tKe reJion� Flaims ;inMianJ as a Kome�
lanG for tKe UyJKur SeoSle� :Kile tKe Party� state formally reFoJni]es tKe 
UyJKur Flaim to Fultural autonomy� wKiFK is ensKrineG in tKe moGern 
 CKinese Fonstitution� CKinese nationalism·s own GemanG for Fultural 
KomoJeneity witKin tKe borGers of tKe state now takes SreFeGenFe over 
leJal SroteFtions for tKe UyJKur minority� leaGinJ to resentment� TKe FKar�
aFteristiFs anG oriJins of UyJKur nationalism Kave tKerefore beFome tKe 
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Leitmotif of sFKolarsKiS on ;inMianJ� It woulG be temStinJ to Graw a straiJKt 
line from tKe everyGay neJotiations of Fommunal bounGaries in late� 4inJ 
;inMianJ� as GesFribeG in tKis book� to FontemSorary FonϰiFts�

However� tKe JenealoJy of UyJKur etKnonational iGentity is FomSle[� 
ClassiFally� sFKolars Kave emSKasi]eG tKe elite� intelleFtual� or SolitiFal 
Gimensions of UyJKur nationalism anG attributeG its artiFulation to tKe 
FoinFiGenFe of transnational TurkiF nationalism anG tKe etKniFi]inJ 
reJimes of Soviet� later CKinese Communist� Jovernment� SuFK a SersSeF�
tive Jives tKe imSression tKat etKniF iGentities were maJiFkeG into e[is�
tenFe in tKe ����s� More reFently� UyJKur nationalism·s roots Kave been 
loFateG insteaG in tKe FomSliFateG transnational environment of Central 
Asia anG its interseFtion witK subtler forms of reliJious anG linJuistiF Gif�
ferentiation in tKe 4inJ realm� None of tKese analyses is neFessarily e[Flu�
sive of tKe otKers�� However� I tKink it is Flear tKat Fertain stranGs of tKis 
JenealoJy tenG to obsFure tKe otKers� in SartiFular romantiF UyJKur 
nationalisms� wKiFK artiFulate tKe aSSealinJ iGea tKat UyJKur� ness is an 
anFient sSirit unfolGinJ in time� or a Sure line of TurkiF GeveloSment 
GiverteG from its natural SatK by CKinese Gomination�� TKe formulaiF 
Stalinism of tKe CKinese Party� state·s oϲFial Kistories of ´etKniF forma�
tionµ �minzu xingcheng� Gresses uS a similar story in SseuGosFientiϮF FlotK�
inJ� altKouJK a romantiF narrative freTuently sKows tKrouJK��

ReJarGless of tKe SatK tKey take� traFinJ tKe JenealoJy of UyJKur etK�
nonational iGentity ine[orably leaGs sFKolars baFk to tKe SerioG e[amineG 
in tKis book� wKiFK Kas nevertKeless remaineG unGere[SloreG: tKe late 
4inJ��� Several books Kave GetaileG tKe Kistory of SrovinFial ;inMianJ in 
terms of its elite SolitiFs� tKe SoliFies aGvanFeG by tKe reJional Jovern�
ment� anG tKe intelleFtual baFkJrounGs of its rulers� TKe KiJK� level 
aSSroaFK is valuable� but it rarely analy]es tKe SerioG of ;ianJ Army Gomi�
nation from ���� to rouJKly ���� in more tKan sFKematiF terms��� ReFent 
works on tKe Kistory of moGern ;inMianJ tenG to beJin at least two GeFaGes 
after tKe reFonTuest� at tKe time wKen a ϮnanFial Frisis forFeG tKe ;ianJ 
Army rulinJ Fommunity to FonsiGer Freative Slans to Jenerate revenue 
tKat followeG tKe resourFe� ma[imi]ation imSeratives tySiFal of moGern 
states��� PerKaSs tKe faFt tKat tKe late 4inJ was temSorally witKin tKe sFoSe 
of tKe Jlobal moGern Kas GireFteG sFKolars to seek tKe roots of moGern SKe�
nomena� However� as tKis book sKows� tKe ;inMianJ Jovernment before ���� 
reϰeFteG tKe Sriorities anG teFKniTues of traGitional imSerial SrovinFial 
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aGministration more tKan it GiG tKe moGern state� InGeeG� tKe SeFuliar 
soFial formation tKat sustaineG Hunanese GominanFe also SreserveG ;inMi�
anJ as an outSost of Fonservative reformism tKat� by tKe last years of tKe 
4inJ� alreaGy aSSeareG to be a fossil� It was not a nationali]inJ reJime� in 
Fontrast to tKe Soviet anG CKinese Jovernments tKat KelG sway in ;inMianJ 
from ���� onwarG� AnG yet� sometKinJ took SlaFe in tKis aSSarently ´Sre�
moGernµ settinJ suFK tKat a new sense of JrouSness emerJeG� tKe artiFula�
tion of a Muslim self in etKniF terms aJainst similarly etKniFi]eG OtKers�

TKe Sresent book Fontributes to tKe unGerstanGinJ of iGentity in ;inMi�
anJ by illuminatinJ its SroFessual� neJotiateG� everyGay nature as it was 
GurinJ tKis SerioG� TKat is� it is FonFerneG witK ´iGentiϮFation�µ Kow SeoSle 
unGerstanG� artiFulate� anG aFt on or Serform belonJinJ��� It e[Slores tKat 
onJoinJ SroFess in tKe Fonte[t of everyGay FonϰiFt in one Sart of ;inMianJ� 
TurSan� At tKe enG of tKe 4inJ� TurSan was a GireFtly aGministereG SrefeF�
ture �zhili ting� witKin tKe SrovinFial system� TKe SrefeFture·s survivinJ 
arFKive tells tKousanGs of stories tKat� wKen reaG tKrouJK tKe SolitiFs of 
translation anG reSresentation� illuminate Kow SeoSle neJotiateG relation�
sKiSs anG resolveG FonϰiFts in a multilinJual� multiFonfessional soFiety��� In 
tKat soFiety� a CKinese� sSeakinJ� non� Muslim minority GominateG a TurkiF� 
sSeakinJ Muslim maMority� but tKere were many JraGations in tKe KierarFKy 
of Sower� Class was as siJniϮFant as lanJuaJe or reliJion� altKouJK tKe Fon�
ϰiFts of everyGay life wKen artiFulateG in tKe lanJuaJe of tKe Fivili]inJ SroM�
eFt SroGuFeG a GisFourse of belonJinJ tKat sFKolars toGay woulG reFoJni]e 
as etKniFity�

On tKe wKole� tKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt anG its eϸeFts resemble tKose tKat 
Kave KistoriFally FKaraFteri]eG sSeFiϮF forms of Euro� AmeriFan Folonial�
ism� anG so FomSarative Folonial Kistory JuiGes tKe analysis Kerein� How�
ever� ´Folonialismµ Kas been invokeG witK reJarG to tKe 4inJ emSire many 
times� anG often witK GiϸerinJ meaninJs� Fonnotations� anG assumStions� 
so it is neFessary to state SreFisely wKat I mean by it��� ´Colonialismµ Kere is 
GeϮneG as a system of Gomination aimeG at territorial aFTuisition tKrouJK 
soFioSolitiFal reorJani]ation��� It is interFonneFteG witK ´imSerialism�µ a 
SroFess in wKiFK SeoSle from one reJion of tKe worlG Gominate tKose from 
anotKer for tKe Srimary SurSose of resourFe e[traFtion or territorial seFu�
rity but intervene less GireFtly in soFial GeveloSment� for e[amSle by rulinJ 
tKrouJK a loFal aristoFraFy� I tKus GistinJuisK Folonialism as a form of 
Gomination aimeG at assimilatinJ tKe SeoSle of tKe GominateG territory 
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from imSerialism as a form of Srimarily eFonomiF Gomination tKat main�
tains Fontrol of Slural FonstituenFies tKrouJK Giverse voFabularies of rule� 
Generally sSeakinJ� a transition from Slural imSerialism to assimilatory 
Folonialism often oFFurs as a reaFtion to a Frisis of imSerial Fontrol� anG 
tKe 4inJ emSire in tKe miG� nineteentK Fentury was in SreFisely suFK a Sre�
Farious Sosition�

In broaG FomSarative terms� we may see tKe ;ianJ Army as aJents of 
tKat FKanJe in FonFeStions of sovereiJnty� as its leaGers souJKt an e[San�
sion of ´normalµ institutions into tKe Sreviously seSarate borGerlanGs� 
Generally sSeakinJ� e[SanGinJ emSires tenG to refrain from meGiatinJ 
between multiSle leJal anG SolitiFal systems� but insteaG maintain bounG�
aries between tKem� Over time� sloweG e[Sansion or otKer reGuFtions in tKe 
rate of resourFe aFTuisition� as well as tKe tenGenFy of SeriSKeral SeoSles to 
learn to make use of tKe institutions of tKe state� Fombine to enFouraJe 
KomoJeni]ation� LoFal elites� in ;inMianJ·s Fase tKe TurkiF Muslim begs� are 
reSlaFeG witK funFtionaries from tKe metroSolitan orGer� Kere CKinese 
maJistrates� TKat KomoJeni]ation is baseG on a Flaim to universality but 
takes a Folonial OtKer as its obMeFt� TKe ;ianJ Army·s eϸorts in ;inMianJ 
FomSriseG Must suFK a ´Fivili]inJ SroMeFt�µ an eϸort on tKe Sart of a Gomi�
nant JrouS to imSart tKeir norms anG institutions to a suborGinate JrouS� 
by forFe if neFessary��� DesSite tKe Floseness of tKe %ritisK anG Russian 
emSires� anG tKe inFursions of Euro� AmeriFan imSerialists alonJ tKe CKi�
nese Foast� tKis Fivili]inJ SroMeFt was of CKinese oriJin� It KaG its intelleF�
tual anG institutional roots in a sSeFiϮF Fommunity of ConfuFian tKouJKt 
FentereG on tKe Fity of CKanJsKa in tKe SrovinFe of Hunan� anG tKe leaGers 
of tKe ;ianJ Army were Sart of tKis Fommunity� TKis book Gemonstrates 
Kow Folonialism emerJes in a non� Euro� AmeriFan Fonte[t�

However� my Srimary Joal is not to SroGuFe some JranG tySoloJiFal 
statement� but to use tKe FomSarison SroGuFtively as a JrounGs for Gis�
Fourse anG e[Sloration:�� If we aFFeSt tKe SroSosition tKat tKe Gomination 
of ;inMianJ anG its SeoSle was in some way ´Folonial�µ wKat Go we learn" In 
tKis Fase� tKinkinJ of ;inMianJ as Folonial turns my metKoGoloJiFal emSKa�
sis to tKe tensions anG an[ieties tKat Gomination tKrouJK soFioSolitiFal 
reorJani]ation enJenGers amonJ its subMeFts� :KetKer a Folonial Sower 
imSoses a Fertain SolitiFal orGer� Freates a system of eFonomiF e[Sloita�
tion� or reFonϮJures struFtures of JenGer anG se[uality� it is tKe SroGuF�
tion of GiϸerenFe tKat enables it to Go so anG tKat reJisters its GeeSer 
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eϸeFts��� DiϸerenFe is not a mere intelleFtual Su]]le� or simSly a tool of 
Sower³ as tKis stuGy sKows� it is an onJoinJ SroFess of iGentiϮFation tKat 
relates to formal FateJories in FomSle[ ways� As muFK Kas been revealeG by 
sFKolars of imSerial Fulture anG tKe institutions of knowleGJe in SoutK 
CKina anG Taiwan� wKose works are a Fentral inϰuenFe on tKis book��� 
SFKolarsKiS on Jlobal frontiers eTually informs tKis stuGy of tKe CKinese 
NortKwest� TKere is no sinJle analoJy for ;inMianJ� but tKere are nevertKe�
less many Sarallels� anG e[SlorinJ tKem will reveal a larJely une[SloreG 
´Kistory from below�µ as SresenteG in tKe worGs of orGinary SeoSle³ 
Kowever meGiateG³ insteaG of tKe minority of SowerKolGers� %y reJarGinJ 
imSerialism anG Folonialism as soFioFultural SroFesses� we Fan e[tenG tKe 
ϮelG of GisFourse anG FomSarison between e[Sansive states anG tKe soFiet�
ies at tKeir marJins�

:itKin tKe ϮelG of CKinese Kistory� tKis book reSresents an eϸort to 
brinJ tKe metKoGoloJies of KistoriFal antKroSoloJy familiar from stuGies 
of SoutK CKina to bear on tKe Tuestions SoseG by tKe ´New 4inJ History�µ 
TKe New 4inJ History is an amorSKous anG e[Sansive ϮelG� tKe FKief 
 intervention of wKiFK is tKe illumination of SeriSKeral voiFes of various 
kinGs� In tKe minGs of most observers� Kowever� tKis subϮelG is Srimarily 
FonFerneG witK etKniF GiϸerenFe in tKe Fonte[t of 4inJ emSire� SFKolars of 
tKe New 4inJ History Kave sKown� for e[amSle� Kow Tibetan reliJious leaG�
ers anG MonJol aristoFrats relateG to tKe 4inJ Fourt� anG earlier seminal 
works aGGress tKe SroGuFtion of etKniFity tKrouJK 4inJ institutions��� 
Generally sSeakinJ� eaFK of tKe emSire·s FonstituenFies saw a Giϸerent faFe 
of 4inJ Sower tKat was relevant anG leJitimate in tKeir own Fonte[t� Yet 
;inMianJ Kas remaineG somewKat of a mystery in tKis reJarG: wKile Mon�
Jols anG Tibetans miJKt Kave seen tKe emSeror as a warrior kKan or an 
inFarnate boGKisattva� tKe 4inJ aSSeareG to Kave no Muslim Juise� TKe 
Tuestion remains oSen as to Kow tKe 4inJ·s TurkiF Muslim subMeFts unGer�
stooG tKe emSire� I arJue tKat an iGea of tKe 4inJ emerJeG not from Fareful 
imSerial SroSaJanGa� but ratKer in tKe SroFess of routine enFounters witK 
CKinese Sower in tKe last GeFaGes of tKe emSire�

Yet all of tKese reSresentations of self� emSire� anG tKe relationsKiS 
between subMeFt anG sovereiJn only beFome Flear wKen we reaG aFross tKe 
loFal arFKive anG SlaFe it into GialoJue witK tKe TurkiF� lanJuaJe manu�
sFriSt traGition� SFKolarsKiS on ;inMianJ·s moGern Kistory Kas often relieG 
on CKinese� lanJuaJe sourFes SroGuFeG at tKe KiJKest levels of Jovernment� 
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wKiFK tell us little about Kow SoliFies SlayeG out on tKe JrounG� MeanwKile� 
anotKer branFK of researFK foFuses on manusFriSt sourFes in CKaJKatay� 
tKe TurkiF literary lanJuaJe useG in Central Asia into tKe ����s� AltKouJK 
tKese latter sourFes illuminate riFK worlGs of Siety� eFonomy� anG everyGay 
life� tKey say relatively little about tKe e[SerienFe of CKinese rule� TKe Tur�
San arFKive� Kowever� was formeG in a multilinJual Fonte[t tKrouJK tKe 
aFFumulation of reForGs of FonϰiFt between� for tKe most Sart� orGinary 
SeoSle��� AltKouJK only a minority of tKe GoFuments in tKe arFKive are 
Surely in CKaJKatay� wKile tKe maMority are in CKinese� almost all are none�
tKeless SroGuFts of translation� TKis book reveals tKe SolitiFs of TurkiF� 
CKinese translation in late� 4inJ ;inMianJ anG brinJs tKat SolitiFs to bear on 
its reaGinJ of sourFes aFross anG beyonG tKat arFKive� sKowinJ Kow Fon�
FeSts from witKin tKe sSaFes GeϮneG by CKinese Sower nevertKeless Folo�
ni]eG tKe GisFourses beyonG tKem���

%y reaGinJ tKe arFKive FritiFally� as a site of neJotiation anG FomSetition� 
I seek to emSKasi]e tKe aJenFy of orGinary SeoSle over tKat of KiJK� level 
oϲFials� ´OrGinary SeoSleµ in tKis Fase simSly inGiFates tKose wKo KelG no 
oϲFe anG wKose aFtivities were larJely meant to remain Tuiet� beyonG tKe 
siJKt of tKe aGministration� TKese inFluGeG farmers� artisans� merFKants� 
Srostitutes� GervisKes� anG butFKers� amonJ a wKole Kost of SeoSle wKo 
were in no Sosition to FirFumvent tKe MuGiFial system� At its Fore� tKis book 
is a stuGy of ´everyGay SolitiFsµ: ´tKe Gebates� FonϰiFts� GeFisions� anG FooS�
eration amonJ inGiviGuals� JrouSs� anG orJani]ations reJarGinJ tKe Fontrol� 
alloFation� anG use of resourFes anG tKe values anG iGeas unGerlyinJ tKose 
aFtivities�µ�� EveryGay SolitiFs is tKe Tuiet� subtle� anG JraGual aGMustment 
anG Fontestation of norms anG institutions� TKis book is about Kow SeoSle 
enJaJeG in tKat kinG of munGane SolitiFs� Kow tKey resisteG Sower� anG Kow 
tKey aSSroSriateG it for tKemselves� TKeir FonϰiFts FoulG be about very 
munGane tKinJs suFK as lanG inKeritanFe� anG nevertKeless reϰeFt JranGer 
Tuestions of imSort to FontemSorary sFKolars� suFK as tKe GeϮnition of etK�
niFity� Certain issues are raiseG freTuently in tKe arFKive� tKe GisSosal of tKe 
GeaG� forFeG marriaJe� anG tKe SunisKment of se[ workers amonJ tKem� 
AltKouJK we Fannot Kave GireFt aFFess to tKe GisFourses anG SraFtiFes sur�
rounGinJ suFK Soints of tension as tKey manifesteG in tKe everyGay� tKey are 
reϰeFteG Gimly in tKe Forners of tKe arFKive�

Let us turn now to tKe Getails of tKe Fase� foFusinJ on Kow SeoSle in Tur�
San tKemselves GesFribeG tKeir SlaFe in Kistory anG JeoJraSKy� )irst� I will 
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loFate TurSan in tKe Kistory of tKe uSrisinJs tKat SreFeGeG tKe stuGy at 
KanG� TKen we will FonsiGer Kow SeoSle GesFribeG TurSan·s loFation in ;in�
MianJ anG its Sost� uSrisinJs soFiety� %otK Soint to a sense tKat tKis was a 
´brokenµ SlaFe� a sKattereG soFiety of estranJeG SeoSle�

PreluGe: After tKe :orlG SKattereG

TKe so� FalleG ´Muslim uSrisinJsµ beJan in ����� not in ;inMianJ� but in tKe 
neiJKborinJ Muslim� maMority reJions of NortKwest CKina��� LonJstanGinJ 
JrievanFes on tKe Sart of loFal Muslims� inFluGinJ CKinese violations of 
Muslim saFreG sSaFes anG overta[ation� interseFteG witK a set of onJoinJ 
feuGs witKin tKe Fommunities of CKinese� sSeakinJ Muslims� or Hui� Two 
years later� in -une ����� rumors sSreaG tKat tKe military Jovernor of ;inMi�
anJ KaG orGereG tKe SreemStive slauJKter of Hui SeoSle� in orGer to Sre�
vent tKe rebellion from FominJ to tKe borGerlanG� InsteaG� tKat rumor 
SromSteG Hui military oϲFers anG reliJious leaGers to attaFk 4inJ Jarri�
sons anG CKinese merFKants� -ust tKen� tKe onJoinJ rebellions in CKina 
SroSer FloseG tKe lines of FommuniFation witK %eiMinJ� anG tKe SeoSle of 
;inMianJ founG tKemselves in a vaFuum of Sower� TKe initial violenFe 
aJainst ´CKineseµ � � SeoSle³ wKiFK inFluGeG ManFKu� sSeakers anG 
otKer non� Muslims³ soon broke into a struJJle amonJ Muslims� as leaGers 
of Giϸerent SuϮ lineaJes� former 4inJ FommanGers� anG otKer Flaimants to 
Sower stooG SoiseG to SlunGer� FonTuer� anG Gemonstrate tKeir own ability 
to establisK a leJitimate IslamiF state��� %y tKe enG of tKe year� a Go]en faF�
tions KaG built FomSetinJ Sower bases aFross tKe reJion� In tKe worGs of 
one man� ´tKe worlG sKattereG�µ��

TKe lines Grawn in tKis FonϰiFt were ϰuiG anG oSen to interSretation��� 
EFonomiF faFtors SlayeG a role in tKe rebellion� as GiG oSSortunism� but 
so GiG tKe ability of SuϮ leaGers to mobili]e tKeir aGKerents anG otKers 
wKo GesireG an IslamiF state� TKeir followinJs tenGeG to ForresSonG 
rouJKly to GiϸerenFes in lanJuaJe� as CKinese� sSeakers relateG to trenGs 
in IslamiF Siety amonJ Hui in CKina SroSer� wKile TurkiF� sSeakers· orien�
tation arounG Fertain te[ts anG sKrine SilJrimaJe FonneFteG tKem more 
to Central anG SoutK Asia� NevertKeless� allianFes aFross bounGaries of lin�
JuistiF anG seFtarian GiϸerenFe were as freTuent as enmities� TKat is� 
wKile ´Koly warµ � � Fame to FKaraFteri]e tKe rebellion� tKe obMeFt of 
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Koly war FoulG be ambiJuous� as it FoulG be turneG aJainst internal or 
e[ternal enemies�

As muFK is illustrateG by tKe Kistory of tKe rebellions in TurSan� On 
AuJust ��� ����� a SuϮ leaGer nameG Maࡃߙm .Kan .KwaMa leG tKe uSrisinJ 
tKere anG GireFteG a series of attaFks on CKinese settlements��� He was soon 
MoineG by forFes from tKe SuϮ leaGers� or s� of tKe nearby oasis of 
.uFKa� wKo were tKen in an allianFe witK Hui military oϲFers from tKe olG 
Jarrison town of hr�mFKi� ToJetKer tKey besieJeG tKe CKinese Jarrison 
anG Fommunity at TurSan for nine montKs� In MarFK ����� after a tySiFally 
lonJ anG bleak winter� tKey oϸereG tKe besieJeG CKinese an esFort baFk to 
CKina in e[FKanJe for tKeir surrenGer� InsteaG� wKen tKe CKinese oSeneG 
tKe Jates� tKe Muslims let tKem travel some GistanFe from tKe Fity� anG 
tKen slauJKtereG tKem� TKose tKat remaineG were enslaveG� Soon� as tKe 
allieG rebel forFes attemSteG to e[SanG tKeir territory eastwarG� a loFal 

 JrouS baseG in tKe town of L�kFK�n attemSteG to sei]e Sower� TKe 
Hui sSeFiϮFally were viFtimi]eG� as tKe L�kFK�n forFes burneG KunGreGs of 
Hui Komes to tKe JrounG in an attemSt to antaJoni]e tKe hr�mFKi Fom�
manGers� SerKaSs in retaliation for tKe hr�mFKi forFes· enslavement of 
TurkiF Muslims in 4umul �Hami���� TKe hr�mFKi FommanGers· retaliation 
was swift anG GevastatinJ� but remnants of tKe L�kFK�n faFtion eventually 
rose to suSremaFy in TurSan anG e[SelleG tKe .uFKa s� SuϮs fouJKt 
SuϮs� aJainst anG alonJsiGe Hui�

Later in ����� tKe oϲFer YaTࡃb %eJ �����² ��� arriveG in .asKJar from 
tKe .Kanate of .KoTanG� anG soon botK tKe battle lines anG tKe GisFourse 
of FonϰiFt FKanJeG� TKe violenFe beJan to be reSresenteG as a FonϰiFt 
between bounGeG Fommunities of SeoSle tKat were iGentiϮeG Srimarily by 
lanJuaJe anG SlaFe of oriJin� albeit FoGeG in reliJious terms� As tKe FKroni�
Flers of tKis SerioG reSresenteG it� tKe Srimary JrouS of antaJonists KaG 
been tKe CKinese� sSeakinJ non� Muslims� TKat tKese ´CKineseµ in faFt 
inFluGeG ManFKu� sSeakinJ SeoSle was lost in reFolleFtion³ tKey were nev�
ertKeless obvious iGolaters anG inϮGels� anG tKeir ´iGol� temSlesµ �CKaJKa�
tay � burneG all tKe same� Yet� as tKe CKinese ϰeG� GieG� or Fon�
verteG� anG tKrouJK tKe FonϰiFts tKat JraGually emerJeG between 
CKinese� sSeakinJ anG TurkiF� sSeakinJ Muslims� TurkiF Muslim writers 
Fame to Fonstrue tKe Hui as tKe enemy� After all� wKile tKe .KoTanGis anG 
YaTࡃb %eJ oriJinally aSSeareG as outsiGers� tKey nevertKeless sSoke a lan�
JuaJe very Flose to tKat of East Turkestan� were Fulturally similar� anG 
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GesSite tKeir inteJration of Hui anG FonverteG CKinese into tKe state FoulG 
Flaim to unGertake Koly war on beKalf of tKe ´Muslimµ � � SeoSle� 
TKat Flaim was esSeFially imSortant� as YaTࡃb %eJ KaG initially Fome to 
.asKJar witK orGers to establisK .KoTanGi inϰuenFe tKere by installinJ 
anG suSSortinJ a SuϮ as its leaGer� However� YaTࡃb %eJ KaG betrayeG tKe 
SuϮ� wKile .KoTanG fell to Russian FonTuest� anG now GeSenGeG on Kis mil�
itary Srowess anG iGentity as a Koly warrior for leJitimaFy�

TKe TurkiF Muslim FKroniFlers of tKis SerioG anG after aFForGinJly referreG 
to tKemselves as � literally meaninJ ´Muslim�µ wKile e[FluGinJ tKe 
Hui �CKaJKatay � from tKis FateJory� TKerefore� I use tKe term 

 tKrouJKout tKis book to inGiFate TurkiF� sSeakinJ Muslims��� 
�SSeFiϮFally� it inGiFates tKose TurkiF Muslims wKo iGentiϮeG witK oasis 
aJriFulture anG life� as GistinFt from .a]akKs or .yrJy]� wKo GesSite beinJ 
TurkiF� sSeakinJ Muslims were GeSiFteG as livinJ striFtly by KerGinJ in tKe 
mountains�� ToGay� most of tKese s woulG retrosSeFtively be 
labeleG UyJKur� aFForGinJ to moGern etKnonational FateJories� � 
Kowever� retains tKe label·s KistoriFally sSeFiϮF ambiJuity� witK its reli�
Jious Genotation� linJuistiF Fonnotations� anG imSliFit reMeFtion of otKer 
Muslims GesSite its suSerϮFial inFlusivity� TKe story in tKis book unfolGs in 
a worlG before tKe KeJemony of tKe nation� state� anG it is aSSroSriate to 
use tKe FateJories tKat were aFtive in it� Moreover� as RoJers %rubaker 
arJues� lanJuaJe anG reliJion resemble etKniFity but are not eTuivalent to 
it��� RatKer� tKese are all ´emboGieG iGentiϮFations�µ ways of aFtinJ anG 
SerforminJ JrouS belonJinJ� TKese more ϰuiG� Serformative� or situational 
iGentiϮFations beFame inFreasinJly naturali]eG tKrouJK tKe late 4inJ by 
emerJinJ GisFourses of Fommon GesFent� anG tKe violenFe of tKe uSrisinJs 
was an imSortant Fatalyst for tKat naturali]ation�

YaTࡃb %eJ·s state rose to suSremaFy� sweeSinJ tKe faFtions before it� 
Musulman anG Hui alike� :Ken Kis armies reaFKeG TurSan in ����� tKey vis�
iteG yet more violenFe uSon Hui SeoSle��� TKey aSSroaFKeG from tKe west 
anG tKe town of ToTsun� killinJ nearly all of tKe Hui solGiers stationeG tKere� 
At tKe Jates of TurSan SroSer� tKey met anG GefeateG ´several tKousanGµ 
more� )orFes from hr�mFKi attemSteG to traS YaTࡃb %eJ·s solGiers in a Sin�
Fer movement but faileG� L�kFK�n fell� anG tKe .asKJar army e[eFuteG tKose 
tKey took Srisoner� TurSan was unGer sieJe aJain� but now it was full of an[�
ious Hui� ratKer tKan CKinese� SeoSle� )or nine montKs� YaTࡃb %eJ·s armies 
besieJeG tKe Fity anG bombarGeG it witK Fannon Ϯre� Hui KiG in tKe loGJes of 
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SuϮ orGers until Ϯnally some FKose to sue for SeaFe� MullaK Mࡃsa SayrčmҸ 
�����² ������ tKe FelebrateG Kistorian from .uFKa� later reForGeG Kow YaTࡃb 
%eJ visiteG ´tyrannyµ � � aJainst tKe Hui in Kis FamSaiJns by massaFrinJ 
innoFent Muslims� CKinese� sSeakers anG seFtarians tKouJK tKey miJKt Kave 
been� However� anotKer FKroniFler wKo was an eyewitness to TurSan anG a 
loyal oϲFer in YaTࡃb %eJ·s army SroGuFeG a Giϸerent aFFount��� TKis writer� 
AsKࡃr AkKunG� FKaraFteri]es YaTࡃb %eJ as an instrument of GoG·s MustiFe 
� �� He GesFribes tKe Hui emissary sent to neJotiate SeaFe as a treaFKer�
ous SuϮ wKo GistraFteG tKe oϲFers wKile a Hui army SreSareG for a sneak 
attaFk� After tKe battle� a viFtorious YaTࡃb %eJ forFeG tKe Hui to sell tKeir 
own belonJinJs to Say for fooG� anG tKen marFKeG tKousanGs of tKem towarG 
.asKJar anG into slavery� SuFK� AsKࡃr ǴkKࡃnG asserts� are tKe waJes of sin³ 
wKat Hui SeoSle GeserveG for beinJ ´aSostates�µ

TKese two writers� MullaK Mࡃsa SayrčmҸ anG AsKࡃr AkKunG� were Sart 
of a ϰooG of KistoriFal writinJ tKat emerJeG as Muslims reϰeFteG on tKeir 
own iGentities anG SlaFe in Kistory anG tKe worlG��� TKey also reSresent 
two Sositions on GiϸerenFe tKat were in tension GurinJ tKe uSrisinJs anG 
after� :Kile tKe lines of FonϰiFt were Grawn rKetoriFally between Muslims 
anG non� Muslims� in faFt tKe violenFe was freTuently between CKinese� 
sSeakers anG non� CKinese� sSeakers� SayrčmҸ Sresents YaTࡃb %eJ·s vio�
lenFe aJainst Hui as tyranny� wKile AsKࡃr Flaims it was MustiFe� A Fontem�
Sorary� tKe Soet MuєammaG GKarҸb SKčKyčrҸ� similarly Soses a GistinFtion 
between Musulmans like Kimself anG ´non� Muslimsµ � � wKo 
Kave betrayeG tKe faitK� namely� tKe CKinese� sSeakinJ Muslims of hr�m�
FKi��� TKe nature of Hui SeoSle·s alleJeG sin was obsFure� but as we will see� 
it FoulG later be asFribeG to tKeir mytKiFal oriJins as SeoSle between CKina 
anG tKe Muslim worlG� To GKarҸb� YaTࡃb %eJ·s GestruFtion of tKe Hui was 
tKerefore a means to menG tKis ´brokenµ �buzuq� lanG� to SurJe tKe internal 
tKreat witKin tKe Muslim Fommunity anG make it wKole aJain�

:Kile Musulmans FKaraFteri]eG tKeir lanG as sKattereG or broken� none 
of tKem woulG see it menGeG in tKe way tKat tKey KoSeG� In AuJust ����� 
tKe ;ianJ Army marFKeG aFross NortK ;inMianJ� SuttinJ YaTࡃb %eJ·s forFes 
to ϰiJKt��� In May ����� as YaTࡃb %eJ strateJi]eG from Kis SalaFe in .uFKa� 
Ke GieG suGGenly� TKe Fause of GeatK� in retrosSeFt� was a stroke� but Musul�
man autKors beJan SointinJ ϮnJers� tryinJ to iGentify some reason wKy 
tKe IslamiF state fell: SayrčmҸ� for Kis Sart� interSreteG YaTࡃb %eJ·s suGGen 
SassinJ as a FonseTuenFe of tKe same wratK � � tKat KaG leG Kim to 
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massaFre innoFent Hui��� Pro² YaTࡃb %eJ FKroniFlers insisteG tKat Ke KaG 
been SoisoneG� SerKaSs by a Hui FommanGer wKo KaG visiteG a CKinese iGol 
temSle anG ´Grank ϮltK in tKe imSerial mannerµ � �� 
violatinJ Muslim Gietary rules� before SleGJinJ oatKs to tKe CKinese��� OtK�
ers susSeFteG a former 4inJ oϲFial wKo KaG serveG many masters� Niyč] 
%eJ �G� ������ of switFKinJ siGes onFe aJain anG FonsSirinJ witK tKe ;ianJ 
Army to betray YaTࡃb %eJ���

In tKe ensuinJ FKaos� YaTࡃb %eJ·s sons turneG aJainst eaFK otKer� wKile Kis 
armies fell baFk� In SayrčmҸ·s worGs� ´TKe SeoSle·s SatienFe was e[KausteG � � �  
so tKey turneG tKeir faFes to tKe Court of tKe Creator� tKeir eyes brimminJ 
witK tears� anG wisKeG for tKe EmSeror of CKina� tKeir Fries anG Sleas JrowinJ 
ever louGer�µ�� )or better or worse� tKeir Srayers were answereG�

It was tKe morninJ of ASril ��� ����� wKen tKe ;ianJ Army arriveG in Tur�
San� TKe army moveG TuiFkly� east to west aFross tKe valley� anG its swift 
marFK set SeoSle in motion� At tKis moment� we FoulG iGentify tKree of tKem� 
all of wKom were travelinJ in Giϸerent GireFtions: Abࡃ ¶l� MaKGҸ� a younJ 
Musulman man� was runninJ for tKe Kills witK Kis brotKers� TKey KoSeG to 
avoiG tKe violenFe entirely� InsteaG� tKey wanGereG in KunJer for several 
years� unable to survive easily in tKe new soFial orGer� A Fommon solGier 
nameG YanJ %enFKenJ� a CKinese sSeaker anG non� Muslim� marFKeG witK 
tKe army� He soon settleG in tKe same town tKat Abࡃ ¶l� MaKGҸ ϰeG� anG tKere 
Ke trieG anG faileG to remake Kimself on tKe frontier� :ei shi� a Hui woman� 
was a refuJee³ sKe ϰeG tKe same army westwarG in searFK of freeGom for 
Kerself anG Ker family� Yet :ei shi founG only bonGaJe anG FaStivity�

TurSan fell witK KarGly a ϮJKt� anG a new era of reFonstruFtion beJan� 
an era markeG by subtler kinGs of violenFe� Over tKe ne[t tKirty years� a 
new kinG of CKinese Sower transformeG tKe lives of tKe SeoSle of TurSan 
anG of ;inMianJ� :e will revisit YanJ %enFKenJ� :ei shi� anG Abࡃ ¶l� MaKGҸ 
later in tKis book� However� unGerstanGinJ tKe arFs of tKeir lives will 
reTuire us Ϯrst to illuminate a set of KistoriFal SroFesses tKat transformeG 
;inMianJ·s soFiety anG Fulture�

TurSan� tKe ´LanG of StranJersµ

)ourteen years later� on -uly ��� ����� a Russian etKnoloJist visitinJ TurSan 
sat Gown witK a man nameG MaMҸG AkKunG anG askeG Kim to GesFribe Kis 
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KomelanG��� In resSonse� MaMҸG FounteG oϸ tKe ´Si[ Cities�µ one by one� 
beJinninJ witK tKe most Gistant� TKese Si[ Cities �altä shahar� by traGitional 
reFkoninJ FomSriseG tKe lanG of tKe Musulmans� altKouJK some FounteG 
seven� or even eiJKt��� MaMҸG GesFribeG tKem by tKeir SoSular niFknames� 
)ar to tKe west was .asKJar� ´lanG of saints�µ wKere tKose wKo Ϯrst brouJKt 
Islam to tKis lanG were burieG� YarkanG� ´lanG of masters�µ was known for 
its SuϮ orGers� .Kotan� ´lanG of martyrs�µ was tKe last to KolG out aJainst 
any invasion³ inFluGinJ tKe CKinese reFonTuest� MovinJ to tKe nortK� Aksu 
was tKe ´lanG of Koly warriors�µ anG its neiJKbor .uFKa tKe ´lanG of GoG·s 
KelSers�µ �See maSs ��� anG �����

)inally� MaMҸG Fame to Kis Kome: TurSan� tKe ´lanG of stranJersµ 
� �� ´TKere is no river in TurSan�µ Ke e[SlaineG� ´TKere is 
not muFK lanG� nor water� but tKere are many sKrines� ConseTuently� tKere 
are many stranJers tKere� %y ¶stranJers�· µ Ke FlariϮeG� ´I mean ¶wanGer�
ers�· µ TKe terms Ke useG³ ́ stranJerµ � � anG ´wanGererµ � �³ 
aFForGinJ to Kis own e[Slanation inGiFateG travelers� refuJees� SilJrims� 
anG vaJabonGs GriftinJ in wretFKeG isolation� TKese worGs GesFribeG Tur�
San·s two faFes well: PilJrims Fame from .asKJar anG beyonG to visit tKe 
Cave of tKe Seven SleeSers� a Koly sKrine believeG to be tKe SlaFe wKere a 

MAP ��� MaMor settlements of ;inMianJ FirFa ����� MaS by EvanJeline MFGlynn� 
LoFation Gata from CHGIS�
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JrouS of believers KaG taken refuJe from a tyranniFal ruler anG sleSt for 
Fenturies unGer GoG·s SroteFtion��� OtKers GrifteG tKrouJK� many of tKem 
miJrant laborers or merFKants on tKeir way to or from CKina� Many more 
surviveG as Gay laborers� TurSan KaG no Jreat river� anG tKe weatKer FoulG 
be GevastatinJly Kot in tKe summer� anG so aJriFulture anG tKe liveliKooGs 
of farm laborers GeSenGeG on mountain runoϸ� Every sSrinJ� water tum�
bleG Gown from tKe mountains anG into tunnels GuJ GeeS unGerJrounG to 
SroteFt it from evaSoration in tKe sun·s rays� TKat water feG TurSan·s fameG 
vineyarGs anG tKe small farms tKat FlustereG arounG tKe tunnels� Life was 
SreFarious� but tenaFious�

TKere is anotKer sense in wKiFK TurSan is � ´solitary�µ One 
FoulG travel tKrouJK tKe rest of tKe Si[ Cities witKout FrossinJ mountains� 
as tKey formeG a semiFirFle of oases arounG tKe e[Sanse of Gesert in tKe 
Keart of SoutKern ;inMianJ� TurSan� Kowever� was seSarateG from tKe rest: 
to Jet tKere from .uFKa� one woulG neeG to take a lonJ Mourney eastwarG 
aFross tKe territory of a non� Muslim TorJKut MonJol SrinFe��� TKen 
one woulG Fross tKe ´Desert Mountainsµ �Chöl Tagh� anG GesFenG into tKe 
seFonG� GeeSest JeoloJiFal GeSression in tKe worlG� As traGitional wisGom 

MAP ��� Towns of TurSan� %aseG on a maS in Tulufan zhiliting xiangtuzhi in XTZG� 
MaS by EvanJeline MFGlynn�
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KaG it in .uFKa� tKe roaG to TurSan was a GesSerate one��� To make it a Kabit 
meant Sermanent seSaration from one·s family³ aFForGinJ to one sayinJ� 
for lonJ enouJK tKat a man·s wife FoulG GivorFe Kim in absentia� TKe FKaraF�
teri]ation is somewKat KySerboliF� but it sSeaks to tKe sense of TurSan as a 
subreJion tKat was simultaneously isolateG from anG intimately FonneFteG 
witK its neiJKbors�

InGeeG� TurSan was well traveleG as it lay on one of tKe few Sassable 
routes from CKina SroSer� As tKe Frow ϰies� TurSan was not far from tKe 
4inJ Jarrison town at hr�mFKi� wKiFK was later maGe tKe SrovinFial FaSi�
tal anG renameG DiKua� )rom tKere one FoulG travel to tKe small� mostly 
CKinese traGinJ settlements tKat GotteG tKe NortK� TKis faFt maGe TurSan 
a FritiFal MunFture between NortK anG SoutK� anG between CKina anG Cen�
tral Asia� However� to travel to DiKua anG beyonG reTuireG traversinJ tKe 
mountain Sass at DawanFKin� TKe TurSan DeSression was tKus a FKannel� 
but also an imSeGiment� a FKoke Soint in tKe movement of JooGs� SeoSle� 
anG iGeas� TurSan·s JeoJraSKiFal betweenness makes it interestinJ for tKis 
stuGy as a SlaFe wKere SeoSle wKo sSoke Giϸerent lanJuaJes anG SraF�
tiFeG Giϸerent reliJions enFountereG eaFK otKer freTuently� TKe arFKive 
makes it Flear tKat� even as TurSan reFovereG from tKe reFonTuest� CKi�
nese� Hui� anG Musulmans were livinJ in tKe same FourtyarGs� suinJ eaFK 
otKer for tKe riJKts to SroSerty� anG as we will see� sKarinJ Komes anG 
beGs as well�

Yet TurSan was no multiFultural utoSia� As of ����� tKe valley KaG a SoS�
ulation of rouJKly forty tKousanG� anG it rose only to seventy tKousanG or 
so by ���� as SeoSle returneG� settleG� anG reSroGuFeG��� TKe ;ianJ Army 
tKat went beyonG tKe Pass FonsisteG of some si[ty tKousanG solGiers� Ser�
KaSs Kalf of wKom stayeG in TurSan for a year or more� :Kile tKe army was 
meant to sustain itself by farminJ� tKis was not Sossible in muFK of ;inMi�
anJ� anG SartiFularly GiϲFult in TurSan� TKey tKerefore relieG on mostly 
TianMinese merFKants to suSSly tKem witK Jrain from CKina SroSer anG 
Russia� Grain SriFes remaineG KiJK for a few years� but JraGually fell onFe 
oϲFials imSlementeG tKe system of Jranaries anG SriFe reJulations famil�
iar from CKina SroSer��� Grain SriFes aSSear to Kave stabili]eG by ����� 
wKen tKe SrovinFe KaG to lower its own SriFes to matFK tKose on tKe mar�
ket��� In tKe meantime� Kowever� tKe sFarFity anG e[Sense of fooG forFeG 
SeoSle to seek alternate means of survival� CKinese� sSeakinJ merFKants 
anG former solGiers� wKile not riFK� tenGeG to be muFK wealtKier tKan 
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TurkiF� sSeakinJ Muslims anG Sossess Jreater aFFess to tKe Sower of tKe 
state� TKose Musulmans wKo were not bilinJual founG tKemselves e[FluGeG 
from key seFtors of tKe new eFonomy� as well as from tKe SrovinFial 
SolitiFo� MuriGiFal system of aGministration� leG by CKinese� sSeakers� wKiFK 
was imSoseG on tKeir KomelanG� Hui often steSSeG in as intermeGiaries 
anG KelSeG CKinese SeoSle seFure eFonomiF GominanFe over Musulmans� 
PreGatory merFKants anG lenGers� usually CKinese� KelG Musulman farm�
ers anG laborers in Gebt� Demobili]eG ;ianJ Army solGiers SurFKaseG Ges�
Serate Musulman women as wives to serve tKem anG bear tKem FKilGren�

A Musulman wKo FoulG aGaSt to CKinese settler Fulture anG enJaJe witK 
tKe SrovinFial Jovernment was tKerefore at a Jreat aGvantaJe in tKis envi�
ronment� anG tKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt establisKeG institutions of eGuFation 
tKat SroviGeG aFFess to lanJuaJe skills to some SeoSle� Yet tKe CKinese� 
sSeakinJ Musulman interSreters wKo emerJeG from tKese sFKools were 
also reJarGeG witK susSiFion� altKouJK less so tKan tKe Musulman women 
wKo KaG intimate relationsKiSs witK CKinese men� wKo were ostraFi]eG 
from tKe Fommunity� Musulman writers Fame to label tKese transJressors 
of bounGaries Chantou� Chantou is a CKinese worG meaninJ ´wraSSeG KeaG�µ 
wKiFK CKinese oϲFials anG settlers alike useG to refer to TurkiF� sSeakinJ 
Muslims� In Musulman GisFourse� a Chantou Serson oFFuSieG an untKink�
able SlaFe witKin tKe GyaGs of reliJion anG lanJuaJe tKrouJK wKiFK 
Musulmans anG CKinese alike were FominJ to unGerstanG ;inMianJ soFi�
ety: CKinese� sSeakinJ non� Muslims �CKinese or Han�� CKinese� sSeakinJ 
Muslims �Hui�� anG TurkiF� sSeakinJ Muslims �Musulmans� were now MoineG 
by TurkiF� sSeakinJ SeoSle wKo aSSeareG to Kave beFome non� Muslims� 
:Kere tKe ;ianJ Army intenGeG for TurkiF Muslims to assimilate linJuisti�
Fally anG Fulturally� beFominJ CKinese� sSeakinJ non� Muslims� tKe Fivili]�
inJ SroMeFt insteaG fostereG tKe Chantou� wKo beFame tKe internal OtKer 
aJainst wKom Musulmans artiFulateG anG SoliFeG Ϯrmer Fommunal 
bounGaries�

Here aJain tKe FomSarison witK Euro� AmeriFan Folonialisms suJJests 
avenues for e[SlorinJ tKe Kistory of JrouSness beyonG tKe searFK for tKe 
nation� state��� In )renFK :est AfriFa� a Fiti]en of tKe ReSubliF wKo was nev�
ertKeless GenieG tKeir riJKts on aFFount of raFe FoulG use tKe iGeoloJy of 
Foloni]ation� tKe EuroSean Flaim to Fivili]e� to e[traFt Fertain FonFessions 
from tKe reluFtant Foloni]er� TKrouJKout tKis book� Musulman subMeFts 
make Flaims on tKe basis of tKeir imSerial subMeFtKooG� as it FoulG be 
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artiFulateG unGer tKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt� tKrouJK Fareful aFts of reSresenta�
tion� TKe SrovinFial aGministration·s lanJuaJe of belonJinJ was Sowerful� 
A Serson FoulG Jain Sower by invokinJ tKe GisFourse of imSerial subMeFt�
KooG anG ConfuFian SatriarFKy³ or beFome a subMeFt of Sower wKen maGe 
to sSeak in tKat same lanJuaJe� ConseTuently� SeoSle inverteG tKe Fivili]�
inJ SroMeFt by usinJ its GisFourses to SoliFe Fommunal bounGaries anG 
SunisK transJressions� TKose transJressions tKemselves were intimately 
relateG to tKe Sroblem of eFonomiF ineTuality� tKe GisSossession of Musul�
mans from tKeir lanG anG SroSerty tKrouJK Gebt� anG tKe obMeFtiϮFation of 
Musulman boGies� I tKerefore seek to Gemonstrate in tKis book tKat JrouS�
ness in late� 4inJ ;inMianJ arose Ϯrst from a sort of estranJement³ 
alienation from tKe self� from soFiety� anG seeminJly from one·s SlaFe in 
Kistory anG tKe Fosmos��³ anG seFonG from tKe naturali]ation of tKat 
estranJement tKrouJK tKe mobili]ation of GisFourses about self� subMeFt�
KooG� anG Kistory�

TKose GisFourses about self emerJeG from an entanJlement of elite an[i�
eties about Flass witK Fulturalist iGeas of GiϸerenFe in a SartiFular intelleF�
tual anG soFial Fonte[t in CKina SroSer� sSeFiϮFally in tKe SrovinFe of 
Hunan GurinJ anG after tKe Fivil wars of tKe miG� nineteentK Fentury� TKe 
TaiSinJ :ar �����² ��� was a FruFible for a new kinG of SolitiFs� as elites 
formeG new moGern armies rooteG in loFal soFial institutions anG iGentities� 
AmonJ tKem was tKe ;ianJ Army� wKose leaGersKiS was intimately Fon�
neFteG to tKe sSeFiϮF Neo� ConfuFian SKilosoSKies e[SounGeG at tKe Yuelu 
AFaGemy in tKe SrovinFial FaSital of CKanJsKa� TKe ;ianJ Army not only 
was FreGiteG witK tKe Gefeat of tKe 4inJ emSire·s internal enemies but also 
was also a FKief aJent of Sostbellum ´reFonstruFtionµ �shanhou���� ReFon�
struFtion was a SroMeFt not simSly of SKysiFal rebuilGinJ� but of soFial anG 
moral reFtiϮFation SreGiFateG on tKe iGea tKat CKina was in FKaos beFause 
its SeoSle KaG strayeG from tKe ortKoGo[ beKaviors of tKe Sast� TKese new 
leaGers were SartiFularly susSiFious of lower� Flass men·s Sotential for vio�
lenFe anG tKe se[ual mores of lower� Flass women� botK of wKiFK tKey 
attemSteG to Fontrol� Later� wKen tKe ;ianJ Army marFKeG nortKwest 
towarG ;inMianJ� its leaGers were alreaGy SrimeG witK iGeas about Muslims 
as SeoSle on tKe eGJe of Fivili]ation� similar to tKe uneGuFateG men anG 
women wKom tKey souJKt to save in CKina SroSer� TKe beliefs surrounGinJ 
GiϸerenFe anG Fivili]ation tKat motivateG tKe ;ianJ Army·s members� anG 
tKat tKey useG to FomSreKenG wKat tKey faFeG in ;inMianJ� FombineG an 
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intelleFtual SroJram tKat emerJeG in tKe aFaGemy witK a SoSular sense of 
millennial Gisaster anG tKe neeG for Fonservative Neo� ConfuFian revival� 
CKina·s reFonstruFtion� from tKe Foast of tKe SoutK CKina Sea to .asKJar on 
tKe tKresKolG of tKe Pamirs� was tKus a SroFess in wKiFK new elites attemSteG 
a transformation of tKe emSire anG its SeoSle� TKe soFioFultural leJaFy of 
reFonstruFtion in CKina SroSer� not unlike tKat of AmeriFan ReFonstruFtion 
�����² ���� FontinueG to sKaSe lives� memories� anG iGentities lonJ after� -ust 
as CKinese elites saw tKe so� FalleG ´Muslim uSrisinJsµ �����² ��� of tKe 
NortKwest anG ;inMianJ as Sart anG SarFel of tKe same GisorGer tKat brouJKt 
about tKe TaiSinJ war� so GiG ;inMianJ·s reFonstruFtion follow tKe metKoGs 
tKey KaG establisKeG in CKina SroSer� However� tKe ;ianJ Army·s teFKniTues 
of moral reFtiϮFation� oriJinally GireFteG aFross Kori]ontal bounGaries of 
Flass� artiFulateG witK linJuistiF anG reliJious GiϸerenFe in ways tKat reiϮeG 
vertiFal bounGaries between JrouSs���

In tKis sense� Land of Strangers seeks to GisentanJle Fertain establisKeG 
iGeas about etKnonational iGentity anG tKe borGerlanGs tKat Kave been 
SoseG at a more abstraFt level of analysis� wKile FonneFtinJ etKniFity anG 
JrouSness insteaG to everyGay SroFesses of neJotiation tKat were never�
tKeless FonneFteG to tKe broaGer reimaJininJ of tKe Fommunity� TKis is a 
subtle GistinFtion� but imSortant for Kow we unGerstanG tKe late 4inJ: TKe 
;ianJ Army anG tKe Hunanese intelleFtual Fommunity tKat FonstituteG 
anG surrounGeG it Kave been FKaraFteri]eG as key aFtors in tKe Freation of 
a Srotonational CKinese iGentity��� To be Flear� it woulG be a mistake to 
FKaraFteri]e tKe ;ianJ Army in ;inMianJ as straiJKtforwarGly ´nationalµ³ 
ratKer� tKeir artiFulations of iGentity anG SroMeFt of transformation 
belonJeG more to tKe GisFourse of CKineseness� or elite ConfuFian iGentity� 
tKat some sFKolars Fall ´Fivili]ational�µ TKese moGes of GisFourse were anG 
remain in tension in moGern CKina��� anG late� 4inJ ;inMianJ sKows one 
way tKat tKis tension was reali]eG in SraFtiFe� Civili]ational GisFourses on 
tKe level of SoliFy anG iGeoloJy informeG reFoJni]ably etKnonational 
moGes of iGentiϮFation on tKe level of SoSular SraFtiFe�

On NaminJ

I must tKerefore ask tKe reaGer to bear in minG tKat all of tKe labels useG in 
tKis book were unGer neJotiation� TKe lines of estranJement were unstable� 
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as terms JaineG new soFial meaninJs wKile sKeGGinJ otKers� TKe imSliFit 
meaninJ of ´Musulmanµ in ���� was� I woulG arJue� Giϸerent from wKat it 
meant in ����� anG tKe same was true of ´Huiµ anG ´CKinese�µ However� tKe 
faFt tKat tKe relationsKiSs between worGs anG tKeir referents was unGer 
Fonstant neJotiation Soses Fertain Sroblems for writinJ Kistory� esSeFially 
wKen SeoSle sKifteG between FateJories� often out of a researFKer·s siJKt� 
:e miJKt FonsiGer tKe Fase of MuєammaG NaҸm� alias Lin SKenJtian� 
MuєammaG NaҸm was� GeSenGinJ on tKe Fonte[t� a Hui merFKant� a loFal 
Musulman leaGer� or a reSresentative of tKe %ritisK RaM from InGia��� In 
anotKer Juise� Ke FoulG easily Kave been FonsiGereG a non� Muslim CKinese� 
All GeSenGeG on Kis self� Sresentation anG ability to take aGvantaJe of imSe�
rial interests� TKerefore� tKis book is Fareful to use tKe labels tKat SeoSle 
Jave tKemselves anG otKers� anG to foFus on tKe relational Gimensions of 
naminJ� ratKer tKan seekinJ stable iGentities�

TKis is to say notKinJ of tKe multiSle terms for JrouSs of SeoSle useG in 
Giϸerent lanJuaJes� Take for e[amSle tKe term Hui useG in EnJlisK anG CKi�
nese to GesiJnate ´CKinese� sSeakinJ Muslimsµ³ altKouJK it was onFe useG 
in CKinese to inGiFate ´Muslimsµ in Jeneral� anG now refers to an etKniF 
JrouS witKin CKina·s formal FlassiϮFation anG institutionali]ation of etK�
niFities� as of ���� in ;inMianJ� in CKinese GoFuments� it usually referreG to 
CKinese� sSeakinJ Muslims� In CKaJKatay� meanwKile� writers FalleG suFK 
SeoSle � All of tKese labels tKerefore SointeG not to a Ϯ[eG obMeFt in 
tKe worlG� but to tKe same FontesteG FonFeSt³ ́ Huiµ was not an etKniFity 
so muFK as a sKiftinJ Sosition in a ϮelG of relationsKiSs� TKe same is true of 
´CKineseµ or� in late� 4inJ GoFuments� Han� CKaJKatay te[ts referreG to 

� anG altKouJK tKe term lonJ before GeriveG from a JeoJraSKiFal anG 
etKniF label for tKe .Kitans of NortK CKina� it Flearly refers in tKis SerioG to 
a sKiftinJ Sosition of ´CKinese�µ )or tKat matter� CKinese� sSeakinJ non� 
Muslims were freTuently labeleG simSly ́ Fommonerµ �min�� inGiFatinJ tKeir 
SerFeiveG status as normative imSerial subMeFts� To refer seSarately to 

� ness anG CKineseness anG Han� ness� or Hui� ness anG � ness� as 
seSarate FonFeSts woulG introGuFe a false GistinFtion� TKere were myriaG 
ways of FonstruinJ CKineseness anG Hui� ness tKat were in neJotiation 
aFross lanJuaJes�

:e may say tKe same about ´Musulman� ness�µ renGereG in CKaJKatay as 
� in Fontrast to Chantou� ness� or Chantoluq� ´Musulman� nessµ 

was GeϮneG in Sart Sositively� tKrouJK a set of SraFtiFes anG FKaraFteristiFs� 
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but it was most mobili]eG in GyaGiF relationsKiSs over anG aJainst Hui� ness 
anG CKineseness� forminJ a relational triaG� Chantou was an e[SliFitly trans�
linJual term: in CKinese� it SointeG to tKe Sosition of ´TurkiF Muslim�µ but in 
CKaJKatay� to a TurkiF Muslim beFominJ aSostate� NevertKeless� we later 
ϮnG SeoSle aGoStinJ tKis seeminJly Gerisive label for tKemselves anG tKeir 
own Fommunity� TKis relationsKiS was Sart of an onJoinJ SroFess of Gis�
tinFtion� anG it is to tKat SroFess tKat we must attenG�

TKis book is also inevitably bounG uS in a SolitiFs of naminJ� anG simSly 
referrinJ to tKe reJion in Tuestion by name imSlies a SolitiFal stanFe� So 
far� I Kave FalleG tKis SlaFe ´;inMianJµ beFause tKat is tKe name by wKiFK 
most SeoSle know it� However� to many UyJKurs anG otKer TurkiF Muslims� 
tKe name ´;inMianJµ is laGen witK tKe weiJKt of Folonial oSSression� ´;inMi�
anJ�µ after all� means ´new frontier�µ anG to Fall it as suFK means iGentify�
inJ it Srimarily as CKina·s borGerlanG� InsteaG� ´East Turkestanµ Kas 
beFome many UyJKurs· SreferreG toSonym� TKe term Kas aGvantaJes: it 
FaStures tKe JeoJraSKiFal GistinFtiveness of tKe reJion simultaneously 
witK its interFonneFtion witK tKe ´:est Turkestanµ of Central Asia� TKe 
CKinese Party� state� of Fourse� oSSoses tKe term on tKe JrounGs tKat usinJ 
it Sromotes etKnonational seSaratism�

In tKis book� I use botK terms� Xinjiang anG � but not Tuite 
interFKanJeably� TKis is beFause� Ϯrst� tKe GistinFt aGministrative struF�
ture anG territorial bounGaries tKat Kave maGe uS ´;inMianJµ in tKe eyes of 
CKina� baseG states� alonJ witK tKe SoSular anG oϲFial imaJinations of 
tKat SlaFe� were KistoriFally siJniϮFant� TKe Freation anG maintenanFe of a 
tKinJ FalleG ´;inMianJµ KaG a SrofounG imSaFt on tKe lives of SeoSle in tKe 
SlaFe GisFusseG in tKis book� TKerefore� wKen I refer to ´;inMianJ�µ I mean 
;inMianJ as an assemblaJe of iGeas anG SraFtiFes³ a Jovernmental aSSara�
tus e[tenGinJ over a Fertain territory� anG tKe ways tKat SeoSle tKouJKt 
about it³ anG a SroFess of GestruFtion anG Freation� ;inMianJ is tKe toS� 
Gown formation of tKis SlaFe� its reterritoriali]ation as a CKinese sSaFe��� 
Moreover� writers in CKaJKatay freTuently useG tKis name� renGereG 

� to label tKe reJion� SartiFularly wKen referrinJ to CKinese aGminis�
tration anG JeoJraSKy� In Fontrast� I use ´East Turkestanµ to emSKasi]e a 
TurkiF Muslim SersSeFtive� an envisioninJ anG Fonstitution of tKis SlaFe 
from tKe JrounG uS� ´East Turkestanµ Soints to tKe SraFtiFes tKat were 
often invisible to tKe SrovinFial Jovernment� yet bounG SeoSle toJetKer in 
a territorial formation tKat was overlaSSinJ witK but not eTuivalent to tKe 
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CKinese aGministration� TKe GissonanFe between ´;inMianJµ anG ´East 
Turkestanµ is near tKe Keart of tKis story�

Moreover� I am obliJeG in tKis book to sSeak about ´Islamµ anG ´Confu�
Fianism�µ neitKer of wKiFK in its soFial anG Fultural Fonte[ts was or is a 
sinJle� stable tKinJ� I Gefer to tKe KistoriFal aFtors enFountereG in tKis book 
on tKeir own GeϮnitions of tKemselves anG tKeir traGitions� In tKe Fonte[t 
of East Turkestan� ´Islamµ Jenerally inGiFateG Sunni Islam followinJ tKe 
HanaϮ madhhab� FombineG witK a number of SraFtiFes tKat tenG to be asso�
FiateG more witK SKia Islam� but FentereG on KaJiolatry anG KaJioJraSKy� 
SilJrimaJe to tKe sKrines of IslamiF saints� anG enJaJement witK tKeir 
saFreG bioJraSKies� ´ConfuFianismµ similarly SointeG to a set of intelleF�
tual traGitions anG ritual SraFtiFes tKat were baseG on teaFKinJs set Gown 
in sFriSture� beJinninJ witK ConfuFius� SFKolars toGay woulG iGentify tKe 
kinG of ConfuFianism aFtive in ;inMianJ as Neo� ConfuFianism� wKiFK 
botK SurSorteG to reGisFover tKe iGeals of tKe FlassiF ConfuFian tKinkers 
anG SroviGeG a set of rules of life tKat beFame KeJemoniF in tKe late imSe�
rial SerioG� Of Fourse� aGKerents of eitKer woulG simSly GesFribe tKeir own 
SraFtiFe as ´Islamµ or ´ConfuFianismµ �Ru�� or in even more essential terms� 
TKis is a book not about GeϮninJ wKat Islam is or was� or wKat ConfuFian�
ism is or was� but about e[SlorinJ tKe ϰuiGity of SeoSle·s iGentiϮFations 
witK eitKer one�

TKe StruFture of tKe %ook

TKis book is eϸeFtively in tKree Sarts: Sart �� FonsistinJ of FKaSters � anG �� 
is a Kistory of tKe soFial� intelleFtual� anG SolitiFal oriJins anG aFtivities of 
tKe reFonstruFtion Jovernment� CKaSters � anG � e[Slore tKe soFioFultural 
eϸeFts of tKe ;ianJ Army·s SoliFies anG tKeir imSlementation� sKowinJ 
Kow tKe institutions of assimilation insteaG reiϮeG bounGaries between 
JrouSs� CKaSters � anG � illuminate tKe FKanJes tKat followeG in KistoriFal 
imaJinations anG FonFeSts of GiϸerenFe in CKinese anG IslamiF GisFourses�

CKaSter � Sresents tKe soFioSKilosoSKiFal oriJins of a Fivili]inJ SroMeFt 
tKat souJKt to ameliorate GiϸerenFe but insteaG reiϮeG it� I arJue tKat tKe 
;ianJ Army·s SoliFies in ;inMianJ oriJinateG in tKe tKouJKt of tKe so� 
FalleG ´stateFraftµ � jingshi� Fommunity of aFtivists in CKanJsKa� Hunan� in 
tKe early nineteentK Fentury� TKeir iGeoloJy was sKaSeG in turn by tKe 
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Fommunity·s e[SerienFes GurinJ anG after tKe TaiSinJ war� %eFause mem�
bers of tKis Fommunity leG tKe reFonTuest anG reFonstruFtion of ;inMianJ 
anG CKina·s NortKwest� tKey KaG tKe oSSortunity� means� anG motives to 
enaFt tKeir Fonservative reformist SoliFies on a Fulturally non� CKinese 
SoSulation� TKe Fentral Joal was soFiomoral transformation baseG on an 
interSretation of tKe notion of ´ritesµ or ´ritualµ �li�� beJinninJ witK tKe Sat�
tern of familial relationsKiSs�

CKaSter � Fontinues tKat narrative to retell tKe story of ;inMianJ·s Soliti�
Fal Kistory in tKe late 4inJ tKrouJK tKe ;ianJ Army² GominateG Jovern�
ment·s aSSliFations of jingshi solutions to emerJinJ Frises� I arJue tKat tKe 
Jovernment FonstrueG anG treateG ;inMianJ as a ]one of e[FeStion� anG tKat 
tKe nature of tKe e[FeStion FKanJeG alonJ witK tKe Fommunity as it reSro�
GuFeG itself over time� EaFK FKallenJe eliFiteG an ineϸeFtive SoliFy resSonse 
tKat FreateG new institutional struFtures but GiG not seFure Fontrol of tKem� 
allowinJ Musulman anG Hui subMeFts to take aGvantaJe of tKe state·s low 
FaSaFity anG Senetration� Eventually� witK tKe intervention of tKe %eiMinJ 
Fourt� ;inMianJ·s jingshi reJime Jave way to an e[SliFitly Folonialist aSSroaFK 
tKat was still KamSereG by a laFk of funFtioninJ institutions�

CKaSter � moves more GeeSly into tKe TurSan arFKive anG introGuFes 
skilleG maniSulators of Fultural anG linJuistiF GiϸerenFe� tKe interSreters 
�CKinese tongshi� CKaJKatay tongchi�� TKe ;ianJ Army intenGeG to seeG Mus�
lim soFiety witK ConfuFian values� as tKey interSreteG tKem� by traininJ a 
Jeneration of younJ Musulman men in CKinese lanJuaJe anG tKe ClassiFs� 
InsteaG� I arJue� tKis SroMeFt of ´transformation� tKrouJK� eGuFationµ � jiao
hua� FreateG a Flass of biϰuent intermeGiaries wKo maniSulateG tKe state to 
tKeir own enGs� TKe interSreters beFame inGisSensable: CKinese maJis�
trates were almost totally inFaSable of oSeratinJ in an environment tKat 
was so Fulturally anG linJuistiFally Giϸerent from tKeir SlaFes of oriJin� 
anG tKey struJJleG to loFate loyal intermeGiaries� TKe interSreters beFame 
not moral SatriarFKs� but funFtionaries� anG some even FlimbeG tKe laGGer 
KiJKer� TKe interSreters· suFFess FauseG resentment amonJ Musulmans� 
wKo GeSenGeG on tKem for FommuniFation witK CKinese autKorities� TKat 
resentment was reϰeFteG in a GistinFt soFial Sersona tKat emerJeG in 
Musulman GisFourse� SaintinJ tKe tongchi as a susSiFious� Givisive ϮJure 
anG a kinG of CKantou�

CKaSter � turns to tKe otKer siGe of tKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt·s JenGereG 
eϸeFts� TKe ;ianJ Army� in its eϸorts to transform tKe Muslim family� 
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forFibly resettleG women into new marriaJes anG SromoteG CKinese family 
norms� SartiFularly tKrouJK tKe Fult of wiGow FKastity� I arJue tKat tKe 
Fivili]inJ SroMeFt·s Fultural anG se[ual violenFe interseFteG witK eFonomiF 
ineTualities between CKinese solGiers� Hui merFKants� anG orGinary Musul�
mans� anG so enFouraJeG botK traϲFkinJ in women anG its iGeoloJiFal Mus�
tiϮFation� TKe e[FKanJe of one·s own anG otKers· GomestiF� se[ual� anG 
reSroGuFtive labor was a strateJy for survival GurinJ a time of uSKeaval� 
anG one tKat aGaSteG Sree[istinJ Fustoms in East Turkestan� but it was also 
a veFtor of FonϰiFt between Fommunities� CKinese anG Musulman elites 
botK useG tKe institutions of tKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt to SoliFe Fommunal 
bounGaries by SunisKinJ women wKo FrosseG tKem� :omen·s se[uality� tKe 
Fontrol of wKiFK was FritiFal to tKe maintenanFe of SatriarFKy� beFame 
Fentral to an emerJinJ metaSKor of GesFent useG to GeϮne tKe Musulman 
Fommunity�

CKaSter � FonFerns tKe SolitiFs of FolleFtive memory in tKe wake of war� I 
arJue tKat tKe Muslim uSrisinJs anG reFonTuest were e[SerienFeG aFross 
Fommunities as KistoriFal trauma� CKinese� lanJuaJe anG CKaJKatay� lanJuaJe 
te[ts� ranJinJ from GeSositions to Soems to FKroniFles� ϮJure ���� anG tKe 
events tKat followeG as a ́ Gisaster�µ ́ tribulation�µ or ́ sKatterinJ�µ a time wKen 
an imaJineG SeaFeful aJe was lost forever� TKe ruins of war anG Kuman 
remains³ anG Must as siJniϮFantly� tKe absenFe tKereof³ beFame Sowerful 
sites for GisFourses of loss anG reFovery� tKrouJK wKiFK SeoSle artiFulateG 
new FolleFtive JrievanFes anG iGentities FentereG on Fommon GesFent�

CKaSter � sKifts more fully into tKe CKaJKatay� lanJuaJe manusFriSt 
traGition anG tKe SolitiFs of IslamiF Kistory� writinJ� I arJue tKat FKanJes in 
tKe narrative of tKe oriJins of tKe worlG·s SeoSles anG tKe arrival of Islam 
in CKina reϰeFteG tKe sSeFiϮF FonFerns of Musulmans unGer ;ianJ Army 
rule in tKe wake of FonϰiFt� TKat is� mytKoKistoriFal te[ts were rewritten 
in ways tKat naturali]eG tKe imSerial orGer as it was imaJineG to Kave 
e[isteG before tKe Muslim uSrisinJs� In Kistory� writinJ� tKe emSeror of 
CKina beFame a Must ruler in tKe Perso� IslamiF moGe anG SroteFtor of tKe 
SKariaK� TKrouJK tKe GisFourse of a lost JolGen aJe anG tKe struJJle to 
reFover it� Muslim writers reϮJureG tKe relationsKiS between SeoSles anG 
sovereiJn as one of lost family� Musulmans· internal OtKers³ bounGary� 
FrossinJ women anG interSreters³ beFame siJns of a sKattereG anG unMust 
worlG� intermeGiaries wKere none KaG e[isteG or been neFessary before�
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ON -ULY ��� ����� Ney Elias �����² ��� was in YarkanG on a mission of 
reFonnaissanFe for tKe %ritisK RaM� Elias oSineG in a reSort to Kis suSeriors 
tKat tKe CKinese oFFuSation� altKouJK ´e[FeeGinJly FaSriFious� meGGle�
some� anG GevoiG of SrinFiSle�µ at least from tKe SersSeFtive of tKis Fareer 
%ritisK aJent� was ´GeFiGeGly not a blooGy rule� not even a Fruel one�µ� Nev�
ertKeless� Elias observeG some stranJe interaFtions tKat to Kim eFKoeG 
%ritisK rule in InGia� TKe lowest of CKinese solGiers� Ke observeG� ´riGes 
Gown tKe Mussulman or lasKes Kim witK Kis wKiS if Ke ϮnGs Kim in tKe way 
in tKe street� Ke aGGresses Kim by inferior Sronouns in Fonversation� or 
swaJJers into Kis Kouse or Yamen anG aSSroSriates tKe most Konourable 
seat witKout a worG of remonstranFe�µ TKat is� tKe rule of tKe CKinese over 
Musulmans aSSeareG arbitrary� anG Elias noteG witK FonFern tKat tKese 
abuses resembleG tKose of wKiFK InGians aFFuseG tKe %ritisK� Moreover� 
Elias e[SlaineG� suFK arbitrariness was FloakeG in tKe mantle of law� One 
sSeFiϮF SraFtiFe stooG out: women wKo FovereG tKeir faFes ´are liable to 
Kave tKe veil torn from tKeir faFes by tKe Ϯrst CKinese solGier wKo KaSSens 
to Sass� witK tKe remark tKat tKe Fustom is not in aFForGanFe witK tKe CKi�
nese ¶li�· µ

TKis li� tKis simSle but eniJmatiF syllable� KaunteG tKe Musulman unGer�
stanGinJ of tKe CKinese state in tKe late 4inJ SreFisely beFause it inGiFateG 
a set of iGeas anG SraFtiFes at tKe Fore of tKe ;ianJ Army·s Fivili]inJ SroM�
eFt� TKis FKaSter establisKes tKe intelleFtual anG soFial Fonte[t of tKat 

ONE

TKe CKinese Law

The Origins of the Civilizing Project

                 
           

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



ዧᇖᅵ ᅐᇖᇹቨᅵዘᅵ ቈ႐ጪ

[ �� ]

SroMeFt by e[SlorinJ tKe meaninJs tKat li took on over tKe Fourse of its evo�
lution� In tKe Neo� ConfuFian SKilosoSKy tKat tKe army·s leaGers KaG stuG�
ieG� li  SointeG to tKe ´rites�µ tKe FomSle[ of normative soFial relations 
anG ritual SraFtiFes tKat FKanJeG Kuman beinJs anG tKe Fosmos for tKe 
better� TKis FonFeSt was artiFulateG as Sart of a tKeory of Fivili]ational 
FKanJe� Yet it also JaineG a SoSular meaninJ as a kinG of essential CKine�
seness GeϮneG over anG aJainst tKe 4inJ·s internal enemies in tKe miG� 
nineteentK Fentury� To Musulman observers� li tKerefore aSSeareG to 
stanG for a law� like system GeriveG from sFriSture tKat sSeFiϮFally Fon�
FerneG matters of family� ritual� anG teaFKinJ³ a CKinese SKariaK�

TKis FKaSter traFes tKe JenealoJy of tKe ;ianJ Army·s SroMeFt baFk to 
tKe SKilosoSKiFal anG SolitiFal milieu of tKe MinJ� 4inJ transition� in 
wKiFK tKere emerJeG an antileJal� moralistiF stanFe alonJsiGe a vision� 
rooteG in tKe ClassiFs� of CKina as Fivili]ation anG territory� Over tKe ne[t 
two Fenturies� tKat Sosition JaineG institutional suSSort anG substanFe as 
a sFKolarly Fommunity in Hunan GeveloSeG tKose iGeas into tKe main 
stream of so� FalleG ´stateFraftµ � jingshi� tKouJKt�� :e will see Kow tKe 
army·s Slans for ;inMianJ Jrew out of a sSeFiϮF aliJnment of interests anG 
iGeas witKin jingshi tKouJKt� SartiFularly witK reJarG to Muslims� family� anG 
law� TKose iGeas Frystalli]eG in tKe iGeoloJiFal statements of =uo =onJtanJ 
�����² ���� tKe arFKiteFt of ;inMianJ·s reFonstruFtion� =uo·s tKeories FKanJeG 
in tKe Fourse of SraFtiFe� anG tKe ;ianJ Army·s manaJement of Muslims in 
SKaan[i anG Gansu sKaSeG tKe leaGersKiS·s iGeas about Fivili]ation�

TKere is a KistorioJraSKiFal tenGenFy to frame =uo·s aFtivities anG tKose 
of Kis FomSatriots in terms of CKina·s moGerni]ation anG tKe emerJenFe of 
nationalism�� After all� =uo Kimself was resSonsible for a number of innova�
tions in tKe 4inJ emSire·s military infrastruFture� His aFtivities on tKe 
wKole seem ´moGernµ in tKe sense of introGuFinJ new teFKnoloJies to 
ma[imi]e resourFe e[traFtion� as in Gansu� wKere Ke e[SanGeG mininJ 
oSerations anG establisKeG� amonJ otKer faFilities� an arsenal anG a woolen 
mill� TKe view from Must beyonG tKe Great :all� Kowever� looks very Giϸer�
ent� In ;inMianJ� =uo·s teFKnoloJiFal interventions were foFuseG on makinJ 
tKe reJion eFonomiFally inGeSenGent anG FaSable of suSSortinJ an iGeal 
aJriFultural soFiety tKat woulG foster JooG family morality�� InGeeG� to 
Musulmans� SrovinFial reFonstruFtion lookeG less like moGerni]ation anG 
nationalism� anG more like a reliJious Fivili]inJ SroMeFt� :e will tKerefore 
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beJin witK tKe insiJKts of Musulman observers� wKose GeSiFtions of li 
reveal often� overlookeG asSeFts of ;ianJ Army iGeoloJy�

Law :itKout Law: TKe Mystery of Li

:estern observer of various baFkJrounGs wKo learneG about li in ;inMianJ 
tKrouJK Musulman interloFutors all FKaraFteri]eG it as a form of ´law�µ� 
Even tKe linJuist Denison Ross translateG tKe worG li as ´law�µ GesSite Kav�
inJ written besiGe it in Kis own KanG tKe CKinese FKaraFter for ´rites�µ 
OrtKoGo[ ConfuFians woulG obMeFt to suFK a FKaraFteri]ation� as woulG 
Denison·s SinoloJiFal FontemSoraries� After all� ConfuFius Kimself Fon�
trasteG FoGiϮeG law� wKiFK reSels SeoSle from JooGness tKrouJK SunisK�
ment� witK tKe rites� wKiFK subtly brinJ SeoSle to Go JooG by GeveloSinJ 
tKeir sense of riJKt anG wronJ�� InGeeG� tKe FonFeSt of tKe ´ritesµ is so ubiT�
uitous anG Fentral to ConfuFian tKouJKt as to be almost unnotiFeable in 
tKe CKinese Fonte[t� anG it Kas taken on a broaG sSeFtrum of meaninJs 
over time� wKiFK FoulG be renGereG in EnJlisK as anytKinJ from ´SroSri�
etyµ to ´FomSortmentµ to ´Soliteness�µ� )or tKe late 4inJ� AnJela =ito·s Gef�
inition of li is aSt: ´ways of beinJ Kuman tKat are FonsiGereG neFessary to 
tKe workinJs of tKe Fosmos as well as its embeGGeG soFial orGer� inFluGinJ 
everytKinJ from Kow to Gress to Kow to venerate anFestors�µ� Li uniteG 
FosmiF SrinFiSle witK SraFtiFal beKavior by means of rules tKat were Fon�
siGereG FritiFal to tKe maintenanFe of a JooG anG orGereG soFiety� Never�
tKeless� tKe ways in wKiFK tKe ;ianJ Army attemSteG to inFulFate tKe 
Musulmans witK li revealeG a siGe of li tKat normative SKilosoSKy obsFures� 
its law� like Tuality: its artiFulation of a set of abstraFt FateJories anG 
restriFtions on beKavior tKat GemanGeG imSosition on tKe FKaotiF reality 
of life tKrouJK systematiF sanFtions��

Early in tKe army·s oFFuSation� all Muslims were maGe to bow to a Fer�
tain SlaFarG� GraSeG witK wKite silk� tKat was SlaFeG at reJular intervals 
alonJ tKe KiJKway� TKis SlaFarG was a SubliF GisSlay of tKe .anJ[i emSer�
or·s SroFlamation � � from ����� wKiFK =uo =onJtanJ 
orGereG in ���� to be GistributeG aFross tKe reJion� Must as Ke KaG in Gansu��� 
TKe SroFlamation was to be SosteG alonJ every maMor roaG anG on tKe walls 
of every Fity� anG reaG alouG in every sFKool anG by every villaJe KeaGman� 
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TKis te[t blenGs e[Kortations tKat suSerϮFially enforFe tKe autKority of 
FoGiϮeG law witK tKose tKat sSeak to a more funGamental set of ConfuFian 
values: ´brinJ SeaFe to tKe villaJe faFtions to Sut an enG to lawsuitsµ� 
´e[SanG sFKools to brinJ about sFKolarly stuGyµ� ́ e[Slain tKe law to aGmon�
isK tKe iJnorant anG stubbornµ� ´illuminate JooG manners to GeeSen JooG 
Fustomsµ� ´enG false aFFusations to brinJ about tKe JooGµ� anG so on� In 
faFt� wKat tKe .anJ[i eGiFt SroMeFts is tKe founGational ConfuFian belief 
tKat� in a well� orGereG anG moral soFiety� law is unneFessary anG even 
Karmful��� TKe CKaJKatay translation of tKe eGiFt� Kowever� was SresenteG 
as tKe essenFe of an untranslateG syllable� li� SointinJ to an otKerwise 
unGeϮneG� abstraFt FonFeSt to wKiFK Musulmans were nonetKeless 
reTuireG to attenG�

TKe e[SerienFe of tKe enforFement of li GemonstrateG tKat tKis FonFeSt 
was bounG uS witK normative CKinese beKaviors� To return to Elias·s obser�
vation� tKe li tKat tKe ;ianJ Army enforFeG KaG no obvious FonneFtion to 
tKe 4inJ CoGe� tKe e[tensive FolleFtion of statues anG substatutes tKat 
sSeFiϮeG infraFtions anG SunisKments� In .asKJar� tKe SraFtiFal enforFe�
ment of li meant tKat solGiers tore tKe veils from Muslim women·s faFes anG 
otKerwise imSoseG an arbitrary reJime of CKinese suSeriority over Muslim 
subMeFts� None of tKe beKaviors tKat Elias GesFribeG was FommanGeG by 
any known orGer from tKe ;ianJ Army leaGersKiS� nor were tKey to be 
founG amonJ tKe myriaG statutes of tKe 4inJ CoGe� However� tKey Gemon�
strate Kow orGinary solGiers interSreteG tKeir Gominion over tKe Muslims 
as one of forFinJ Muslims to resSeFt imSliFit anG e[SliFit norms anG rules 
of beKavior� It aSSeareG tKat wKatever a CKinese Serson believeG to be 
´SroSerµ was imSliFitly also li� :e miJKt Fall tKis ´Sino� normativityµ: a 
soFioSolitiFal stanFe tKat Sromotes an e[SliFit or FommonsensiFal iGea of 
essential CKineseness� even as tKat iGea is unGer neJotiation���

Li founG furtKer artiFulation in one of tKe ;ianJ Army·s Ϯrst SubliFa�
tions in ;inMianJ� a translation of a moral Srimer written in AnKui in ������� 
TKis Srimer was meant to e[SliFate tKe .anJ[i eGiFt anG illustrate its moral 
SrinFiSles tKrouJK Sarables e[FerSteG from tKe SoSular 
Exemplars �Ershisi xiao�� TKose Sarables in turn were sKown to be manifesteG 
in seleFteG� nonFonseFutive statutes anG substatutes from tKe 4inJ CoGe 
foFuseG on family relations� In CKinese� tKe eϸeFt was to Gemonstrate tKat 
funGamental moral SrinFiSles GeriveG from tKe rites founG e[Sression in 
FoGiϮeG law� TKe oriJinal CKinese te[t tKat KaG beFome tKe  was a 

                 
           

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



ዧᇖᅵ ᅐᇖᇹቨᅵዘᅵ ቈ႐ጪ

[ �� ]

SartiFular favorite of tKe ;ianJ Army Fommunity� wKiFK SromoteG its 
usaJe amonJ Fommoners in Hunan� wKere it MoineG otKer ConfuFian reviv�
alist te[ts in SromotinJ an austere new morality foFuseG on family anG 
salvation���

:Ken tKe te[t was translateG into CKaJKatay� Kowever� several tKinJs 
FKanJeG about its Sresentation: )irst� tKe translators reGaFteG seFtions of 
tKe Srimer in orGer to foFus tKe te[t even more narrowly on family values� 
SeFonG� in tKe CKaJKatay version� tKe alternation between Jenres beFomes 
totally unFlear� as stories anG statutes blenG into one� TKe interminJlinJ of 
narrative anG FoGe is enforFeG by tKe Flunky� unJrammatiFal translation� 
as tKe translator attemSteG to sKoeKorn CKaJKatay worGs into tKe Fonven�
tions of Literary CKinese writinJ anG tKe SeFuliar synta[ of tKe leJal FoGe� 
Naturally a Musulman reaGer or listener unfamiliar witK tKe intriFaFies of 
tKe 4inJ CoGe woulG take it to be a sinJle te[t� an insFrutable sFriSture� 
InGeeG� tKe title was renGereG as � wKiFK simSly meant � 
leavinJ tKe meaninJ of tKis FritiFal syllable obsFure�

:Ken 4urbčn AlҸ .KčliGҸ �����² ������ tKe SerFeStive anG SroliϮF sFKolar 
wKo was tKen tKe FKief IslamiF MuGJe of TarbaJKatai� was askeG about tKe 
meaninJ of li� Ke reSlieG tKat li botK GiviGeG SeoSle into GistinFt Flasses anG 
sSeFiϮeG ForSoral anG FarFeral SunisKments for various infraFtions��� In 
otKer worGs� it was law� like� as GemonstrateG by tKe new Jovernment·s 
Flear emSKasis on morality baseG on sFriSture anG willinJness to enforFe it 
tKrouJK violenFe� .KčliGҸ was not alone in tKis unGerstanGinJ� His Fontem�
Sorary anG interloFutor MullaK Mࡃsa SayrčmҸ e[SanGeG on suFK observa�
tions tKrouJK a more tKorouJKJoinJ FomSarison of li witK SKariaK� tKrouJK 
wKiFK Ke lent te[tual eviGenFe in suSSort of a SoSular unGerstanGinJ� He 
Sresents li as tKe rules � � of tKe new reJime of tKe ;ianJ Army� in Fon�
trast to tKe reJulations of tKe Lifanyuan� tKe 4inJ oϲFe tKat manaJeG tKe 
emSire·s nonSrovinFial territories in ;inMianJ� MonJolia� ManFKuria� anG 
Tibet��� TKe Lifanyuan belonJeG to tKe imSerial Sast� wKile li markeG tKe 
SrovinFial Sresent��� TKe Lifanyuan is GeSiFteG as a rational sourFe of Mus�
tiFe� as it SroviGes botK an institutional meFKanism for Fommon SeoSle to 
seek MustiFe aJainst oϲFials wKo wronJ tKem anG a Fonsistent set of rules 
tKrouJK wKiFK tKe emSeror Gisburses tKat MustiFe� Li� in Fontrast� aSSears in 
SayrčmҸ·s te[t as a set of moral rules for life akin to tKe SKariaK��� It is Sre�
senteG as a system of SaternalistiF Fare� tKe norms tKat binG tKe aFtions of 
CKinese oϲFials� as well as a moral forFe eTuivalent to tKe SKariaK���
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SayrčmҸ attemSts to Gemonstrate as muFK tKrouJK Kis aFFount of 
anFient CKinese Kistory� in wKiFK Ke reFounts tKat ´tKe CKinese SeoSle say 
tKat tKey believe in tKe SKariaK of Lࡃ :čnJ�µ�� He refers to L� :anJ �-ianJ 
=iya� ϰ� �� F� ᄽᅐᅵ�� wKo SlayeG a key role in founGinJ tKe :estern =Kou 
Gynasty �����² ��� ᄽᅐᅵ�� FonsiGereG tKe JolGen aJe anG moGel for all Gynas�
ties tKat followeG� )rom tKis SersSeFtive� L� :anJ·s anFient CKinese SKa�
riaK is a ForruSteG revelation� a system of rules anG FateJories tKat is 
SKariaK� like in its basis in ϰaweG sFriSture��� SayrčmҸ e[SanGs uSon tKis 
FomSarison by GemonstratinJ tKrouJK JenealoJy tKat tKe leJenGary ϮJ�
ures of tKe anFient CKinese Sast were likewise tKose wKo were saiG to Kave 
liveG after tKe )looG in IslamiF Kistory� EtKnoJraSKiF eviGenFe suSSorts tKe 
iGea tKat otKers FonsiGereG li to be akin to SKariaK��� SuFK a FKaraFteri]a�
tion� in tKe Fonte[t of IslamiF leJenGs of tKe oriJins of SeoSles anG of saFreG 
knowleGJe� Soses CKinese law as an earlier revelation tKat SreFeGeG tKat of 
MuєammaG� SerKaSs a ForruStion of MosaiF law�

TKe FomSarison of li anG SKariaK invites us to leave EuroFentriF FonFeS�
tions of ´lawµ asiGe anG FonsiGer Kow a Muslim intelleFtual steeSeG in Cen�
tral Asian traGitions woulG Kave seen tKe 4inJ state anG its late� 4inJ muta�
tion� To be Flear� SKariaK is not SreFisely ́ lawµ in tKe normative Continental 
or AnJlo� AmeriFan sense��� RatKer� we may unGerstanG it to be ´GoG·s will 
on EartKµ as GisFerneG tKrouJK sFriSture³ tKis Fan be many tKinJs� amonJ 
tKem a veKiFle to tKe Jreater unGerstanGinJ of Givine TrutK� as well as a 
JuiGe to livinJ aFForGinJ to GoG·s wisKes� In tKe KanGs of a MuGJe � � or 
an e[Sert in MurisSruGenFe � �� it is Fertainly a means to establisK anG 
enforFe abstraFt anG Jeneral FateJories uSon tKe messiness of life� Yet 
SKariaK Fan also be FontrasteG witK otKer law� like systems oSeratinJ 
alonJsiGe it: In tKose SlaFes wKere Muslims Kave liveG unGer non� Muslim 
rule� SartiFularly in Asia after tKe MonJol FonTuests� SKariaK Fame to be 
GistinJuisKeG from GynastiF law��� DynastiF law or sultaniF law� often 
FalleG � Jenerally FonsisteG of royal GeFrees anG miJKt inFluGe a for�
mal leJal FoGe� anG wKile GynastiF law notionally neeGeG to be in aFFor�
GanFe witK SKariaK� tKe friFtion between tKe systems was wiGely aFknowl�
eGJeG� AFForGinJ to SayrčmҸ·s analoJy� if tKe reJulations of tKe Lifanyuan 
FonstituteG tKe FoGiϮeG law of tKe 4inJ emSire by wKiFK tKe emSeror 
FoulG SroGuFe rational MustiFe� tKen li was akin to tKe SKariaK witKin tKe 
CKinese Fonte[t� InGeeG� in SayrčmҸ·s aFFount� tKe Lifanyuan reJulations 
are FalleG � wKile tKe li FomSrises ´rulesµ � �� reϰeFtinJ a FlassiFal 
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GistinFtion between tKe two systems� SayrčmҸ suJJests tKat� wKereas tKe 
earlier 4inJ reJime SossesseG tKe orGinary tension between SKariaK anG 

� tKe new 4inJ reJime insteaG SoseG a FomSetition between SKariaK 
anG a ForruSteG revelation�

:e will see tKrouJKout tKe followinJ FKaSters tKat SayrčmҸ·s analoJy 
was SerFeStive� as tKe ;ianJ Army susSenGeG tKe 4inJ CoGe in favor of 
enforFinJ tKeir interSretation of tKe rites as an alternative law� like system� 
PreFisely suFK a FonFeSt of li unGerlay tKe ;ianJ Army·s Fivili]inJ mission� 
tKeir reneweG belief in tKe ConfuFian elite·s resSonsibility to transmit tKeir 
norms anG institutions to otKers��� :Kile ConfuFians KaG arJuably Sos�
sesseG tKis Grive for as lonJ as tKere KaG been ConfuFianism� for tKe ;ianJ 
Army� tKese SraFtiFes anG beliefs now took on a new urJenFy� as it was 
SoseG as tKe FKief means to restore tKe SrimaFy of a CKinese Fivili]ation 
tKat tKese ConfuFians felt to be faFinJ an e[istential tKreat� not Must from 
witKout� but from witKin� TKis mission was GireFteG not only towarG tKe 
uneGuFateG� tKe Soor� anG tKose members of tKe family wKom elite men 
FonsiGereG suborGinate to tKe SatriarFK� but also outwarGly� beyonG tKe 
JeoJraSKiFal bounGaries of CKinese Fivili]ation�

TKe IntelleFtual OriJins of tKe Civili]inJ Mission

TKe ;ianJ Army·s emSKasis on li anG tKe neFessity of soFiomoral transfor�
mation Srior to otKer forms of GeveloSment was KarGly innovative in 
itself� AltKouJK many self� GesFribeG ConfuFians KelSeG Freate tKe autKor�
itarian iGeoloJies of imSerial CKina� tKe iGea tKat orGerinJ tKe worlG 
beJan witK tKe inGiviGual anG tKe family� ´tKe basiF builGinJ bloFk of loFal 
soFiety�µ anG not witK tKe emSeror� KaG lonJ been Fentral to ConfuFian 
tKouJKt��� Yet tKe sSeFiϮF form of iGeoloJy tKat tKe ;ianJ Army aSSlieG in 
;inMianJ arose from tKe Gebates of tKe late MinJ �����² ����������� TKe Gis�
orGer anG tyranny tKat literati SerFeiveG tKen anG GurinJ tKe violent 
MinJ� 4inJ transition tKat followeG� anG tKe solutions tKey aGvanFeG for 
tKe ills of tKeir time� GireFtly informeG GeveloSments in tKe nineteentK 
Fentury� In tKe followinJ SaJes� we will outline tKose inϰuenFes tKat were 
most siJniϮFant for tKe ;ianJ Army·s rule of ;inMianJ�

TKe relevanFe of late MinJ tKouJKt to tKe eϸorts of CKina·s Fonservative 
reformers to save tKe emSire in tKe nineteentK Fentury is well GoFumenteG� 
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MinJ military writinJs SrofounGly inϰuenFeG tKe orJani]ation of tKe ;ianJ 
Army� SartiFularly tKrouJK an emSKasis on stronJ interSersonal relation�
sKiSs between members of units anG tKe neeG for militias to maintain loFal 
roots��� At tKe same time� tKe militia orJani]ations tKemselves reϰeFteG 
institutional Fontinuities tKat KaG surviveG tKe MinJ� 4inJ transition� TKe 
revival of loFal militias anG tKeir transformation into tKe new armies tKat 
won tKe 4inJ Fivil wars� inFluGinJ tKe ;ianJ Army� are tKus often GeSiFteG 
as a triumSK of a uniTuely CKinese traGition of ´SraFtiFalµ tKouJKt over tKe 
ossiϮeG institutions of tKe ManFKu Fourt� TKis aSSarent SraFtiFality is Fon�
siGereG a Kallmark of tKe so� FalleG ´stateFraftµ � jingshi� sFKool of tKouJKt� 
in wKiFK tKe ;ianJ Army·s leaGersKiS was GeeSly enJaJeG� Some elements 
SersisteG tKrouJK eGuFational institutions� wKile otKers were reviveG 
tKrouJK tKe stuGy of te[ts GatinJ to tKe MinJ� 4inJ transition� TKose iGeas 
lent jingshi tKouJKt a set of Fore beliefs tKat were not ´SraFtiFalµ in tKe sense 
of ´SraFtiFal learninJµ �shixue�� wKiFK tKe movement also emSKasi]eG� Here 
we will foFus on tKose iGeas tKat SroviGeG tKe jingshi Fommunity witK a 
sense of mission³ a mission to ´orGer tKe worlG�µ as we may more literally 
translate jingshi³ anG of tKeir own role as literati in tKat Tuest�

TKe late MinJ witnesseG reneweG SKilosoSKiFal Gebates about tKe nature 
of law� tKe neeG for eGuFation� anG tKe role of ConfuFian sFKolars in orGer�
inJ tKe worlG� Dominant Furrents of ConfuFian tKouJKt KelG tKat one FoulG 
Serform ForreFt aFtion anG GisFover metaSKysiFal trutK tKrouJK nature 
anG FontemSlation alone� but many blameG tKis iGea for tKe rise of tyranni�
Fal emSerors anG ForruSt ministers� At tKe same time� many tKinkers Fon�
FluGeG tKat tKe MinJ was founGeG on a JrasSinJ autoFraFy maskeG by an 
inFreasinJly FomSliFateG leJal FoGe� )inally� tKe visible GominanFe of For�
ruSt eunuFKs at tKe MinJ Fourt SromSteG literati to Moin reformist faFtions 
baseG at aFaGemies� amonJ tKem tKe DonJlin AFaGemy� wKose Sartisans 
souJKt to restore tKe moral autKority of sFKolars anG tKe traGition tKey 
uSKelG� :Ken tKe ManFKu 4inJ invaGeG tKe MinJ� Kowever� many DonJlin 
reformists anG tKeir intelleFtual kin founG tKemselves in a GiϲFult Sosi�
tion: KavinJ been reMeFteG by tKe ForruSt MinJ Fourt� tKey now fouJKt 
aJainst tKe 4inJ invaGers� as well� It seemeG as tKouJK no monarFK FoulG 
brinJ SeaFe to all� unGer� Heaven� anG tKat tKis resSonsibility lay insteaG in 
tKe KanGs of eGuFateG men�

Two sFKolars� HuanJ =onJ[i �����² ��� anG :anJ )u]Ki �����² ���� stanG 
out in tKis SerioG for tKeir systemati]ation of tKe anti� statist� moralistiF 
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iGeas tKat suFK reformists Jenerally KelG� anG tKat inϰuenFeG tKe jingshi 
JrouS anG ;ianJ Army leaGersKiS later on��� MoGern sFKolarsKiS� Kowever� 
Kas often misFonstrueG HuanJ anG :anJ·s Fentral Flaims� SartiFularly by 
SlaFinJ tKem in a JenealoJy of ´Srotonationalistµ tKouJKt� TKis is Gue in 
Sart to nationalist intelleFtuals· own aSSroSriation of HuanJ anG :anJ·s 
writinJs at tKe turn of tKe twentietK Fentury� but also to an unfortunate 
tenGenFy on tKe Sart of :estern sFKolars searFKinJ for tKe oriJins of 
nationalism to aFFeSt tKose Flaims� OtKers in MainlanG CKina anG Taiwan 
Kave SroMeFteG Sroto� Mar[ist or Srotoliberal interSretations into tKeir 
writinJs��� TKerefore� in orGer to Gemonstrate tKe siJniϮFanFe of MinJ� 
4inJ tKouJKt for tKe ;ianJ Army·s iGeoloJy� it is neFessary to Flear away a 
mounG of assumStions about tKese tKinkers anG tKe iGeas tKey syntKe�
si]eG� If� as SteSKen Platt arJues� =uo =onJtanJ·s FonneFtion witK :anJ 
)u]Ki·s writinJs was FritiFal to Kis iGeoloJiFal GeveloSment anG tKat of Kis 
FomraGes� it is neFessary to unGerstanG Kow =uo miJKt Kave reaG Kim� not 
Kow =uo·s moGern aGmirers KoSeG Ke woulG Kave���

A te[tually JrounGeG reaGinJ of HuanJ reveals a ϮJure tKat a moGern 
observer woulG FonsiGer Fonservative� even reaFtionary� anG Fertainly elit�
ist� HuanJ anG Kis FontemSoraries e[SliFitly artiFulateG tKe neeG for eGu�
FateG men suFK as tKemselves to reJain Fontrol of Jovernment� not only 
by assertinJ tKemselves as tKe eTuals of kinJs insteaG of tKeir servants� but 
tKrouJK eGuFation� ConfuFian reformists at tKis time believeG tKat� in tKe 
JolGen aJe of tKe :estern =Kou� sFKoolinJ KaG been universal� anG 
tKe Sotential for saJeKooG oSen to all� If suFK a system were in SlaFe in tKe 
Sresent Gay� tKey reasoneG� literati FoulG Fontrol botK tKe FurriFulum anG 
tKe SroFess by wKiFK bureauFrats were seleFteG� SoFioSolitiFal FKanJe 
woulG tKerefore be Griven not by tKe emSeror above� or by GisFontenteG 
farmers below� but by tKe ϮJure wKo meGiateG between state anG soFiety� 
tKe sFKolar� bureauFrat�

SFKolar� bureauFrats KaG tKe leJitimate autKority to leaG from tKe 
 miGGle� HuanJ anG Kis FolleaJues reasoneG� beFause tKey unGerstooG 
tKe rites��� To HuanJ� tKere KaG been no Jenuine ´lawµ �fa� in CKina sinFe tKe 
=Kou beFause avariFious SrinFes KaG useG Jovernment to tKeir own aGvan�
taJe� sSun ever more elaborate leJal FoGes to FomSensate for tKe resultinJ 
ForruStion� anG so ServerteG tKe very FonFeSt of law� TKese ´unlawful lawsµ 
�fei fa zhi fa� brouJKt about FKaos anG soFial GisturbanFe� Conversely� looser 
laws³ ́ law witKout lawsµ � �³ SermitteG SeoSle to reali]e tKe 
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SrinFiSle of law unGerlyinJ tKe te[t of tKe FoGe��� His work sKows tKat tKe 
eGuFateG man·s resSonsibility is to awaken SeoSle to tKe funGamental 
trutK tKat informs botK ConfuFian soFiomoral iGeoloJy anG tKe imSerial 
leJal FoGe� It is akin to tKe intent of tKe � wKiFK asserts tKat tKis 
funGamental trutK is emboGieG in tKe relationsKiSs between members of 
tKe family� Srior to tKose between rulers anG subMeFts���

:anJ )u]Ki� our seFonG reSresentative tKinker� looms larJe in tKe Kisto�
rioJraSKy of moGern CKina anG of Hunan in SartiFular� :anJ was a sFKolar 
from HenJyanJ� Hunan� wKo beFame involveG in reformism on tKe eve of 
tKe 4inJ FonTuest��� Like many otKers� Ke foFuseG Kis FritiTue on ForruSt 
oϲFials anG reFeiveG Kis insSiration from tKe DonJlin movement� Later� 
wKen tKe MinJ Fourt was retreatinJ soutKwarG unGer assault from tKe 
4inJ� :anJ leG a sKort� liveG Juerrilla war aJainst tKe invaGers� SFKolars 
Kave maGe muFK of :anJ·s resistanFe to tKe ManFKus� anG tKe romantiF 
imaJe of a lone literatus stanGinJ aJainst tKe tiGe of barbarism later 
 FaStureG tKe imaJinations of turn� of� tKe� Fentury nationalists� wKo traFeG 
tKe oriJins of tKeir own anti� ManFKuism baFk to :anJ )u]Ki� TKe interSre�
tation of :anJ )u]Ki as a ´Srotonationalistµ Kas some JrounGinJ in Kis 
work� as Fertain SassaJes in Kis  �Huang shu� ����� Kave Flear anti� 
ManFKu messaJes� inFluGinJ MustiϮFations of GominatinJ a barbarian 
OtKer� InGeeG� wKile some of :anJ·s works were later inFluGeG in tKe oϲ�
Fial 4inJ FomSilation of aSSroveG anG imSortant books � �� tKe 

 was e[FluGeG anG insteaG FirFulateG mainly in manusFriSt form� 
alleJeGly for its anti� ManFKuism�

However� :anJ·s Srimary Fontribution to CKinese tKouJKt in Kis own 
time anG in tKe early nineteentK Fentury was not Srotonationalism� nor 
sKoulG we FKaraFteri]e Kis work in suFK Sresentist terms��� TKe attribution 
of nationalism or raFialism to :anJ is baseG on a KiJKly seleFtive reaGinJ 
of Kis otKerwise e[tensive ForSus of work� anG one tKat emSKasi]es inGi�
viGual worGs over tKeir SKilosoSKiFal anG even rKetoriFal Fonte[ts� Cer�
tainly� in tKe � :anJ Kere anG tKere GesFribes tKe worlG in terms 
of ´kinGsµ �lei���� However� by ´kinGsµ Ke e[SliFitly means sFKolars� wKo are 
taskeG witK instruFtinJ orGinary SeoSle in tKe maintenanFe of tKe rites� 
Commoners �min�� FonstitutinJ a seFonG ´kinG�µ are resSonsible in turn for 
orGerinJ material tKinJs� At one Soint� tKe SeoSle of CKina �Huaxia� are 
termeG a ´Flanµ �zu�� :Kile tKe worG zu imSlies a metaSKor of anFestry� we 
ouJKt to FonsiGer its interSretation aFForGinJ to :anJ·s Srobable sourFe� 
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L� Pu �ϰ� ������ To L�� tKe Flan as an e[tenGeG family unit is a natural SKe�
nomenon� anG all witKin it sKare a Fommon substanFe �qi�� However� tKe 
Flan is Srimarily a ritual FonstruFtion� not a bioloJiFal one� TKrouJK ritual� 
one may be transformeG into a Sart of tKis Flan� not Must soFially� but in 
one·s substanFe��� In tKe same vein� :anJ e[Slains tKat tKis Huaxia is tKe 
reali]ation of a transKistoriFal essenFe Ke Falls tKe ´Central Yellowµ �Huang 
Zhong���� PeoSle maintain tKis Central Yellow by SraFtiFinJ tKe rites� tKe 
SerformanFe of wKiFK sKaSes tKe substanFe of SeoSle anG tKe worlG� TKere�
fore� tKe analysis SresenteG in tKe  as a wKole is fairly ortKoGo[: 
soFial stability is tKe resSonsibility of eGuFateG men� wKo must enforFe 
norms tKrouJK tKe rites� :Kat� tKen� was so subversive about :anJ� anG so 
aSSealinJ to Kis Hunanese reaGers"

:anJ arJueG tKat rites anG substanFe are mutually Fonstitutive� or 
ratKer e[ist in a KistoriFal GialeFtiF� anG tKerefore tKe bounGaries of tKe 
CKinese essenFe Fan Jrow anG FontraFt� Moreover� Kis writinJs e[Sress a 
sense of mission resultinJ from tKe MinJ� 4inJ transition� He GesFribes at 
lenJtK Kow NortK CKina was oriJinally tKe seat of Fivili]ation beFause of 
NortKerners· observanFe of ritual norms� However� :anJ arJues� as NortK�
erners faileG to SraFtiFe tKe rites� wKile SoutKerners learneG tKem� tKe 
Fenter of Fivili]ation sliSSeG away from tKe NortK anG into tKe SoutK� 
 sSeFiϮFally into Kis native Hunan� DurinJ tKe MonJol FonTuests� tKis lanG 
of ´former outsiGersµ � � beFame an ´oasis of Fultureµ � �� 
:anJ feareG tKat tKe 4inJ FonTuest woulG mean a Ϯnal retreat of tKe Fivi�
li]ational Fenter into tKe SrovinFes furtKer soutK� Ultimately� :anJ warns� 
total Gomination by NortKern outsiGers miJKt return CKina to tKe state of 
´Srimal FKaosµ �hundun� tKat reiJneG before Fivili]ation� In sKort� :anJ 
)u]Ki arJues tKat Kuman beinJs FKanJe tKrouJK tKe SroFess of Fivili]ation 
or GeFivili]ation� TKe bounGaries of Fivili]ation GeSenG in turn on tKe 
SraFtiFe of tKe rites³ one FoulG retake tKe NortK by enforFinJ tKem tKere�

TKerefore� if :anJ )u]Ki·s writinJs e[Sress a SolitiFal SroJram� anG one 
tKat inϰuenFeG =uo =onJtanJ� tKen it is one funGamentally in aFForG witK 
tKe DonJlin movement·s values anG tKe SrinFiSles of Neo� ConfuFianism��� 
Yet tKere is ´a reliJious tone to Kis sense of Kistory� a sense of ultimaFy 
aFKieveG onFe uSon a timeµ in Kis GeSiFtion of tKe iGeali]eG Sast anG 
tKe Sossibility of revivinJ it tKrouJK sSreaGinJ universal trutKs� even to 
tKe Soint of transforminJ barbarians witK ritual��� Many Kave FiteG :anJ·s 
Fall to ´OFFuSy tKeir territory anG tKereby substitute for tKeir Fustoms tKe 
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virtue of our letters anG teaFKinJs� as well as FonϮsFate tKeir SroSerty anG 
tKereby inFrease our own SeoSle·s Srovisionsµ as a siJn of violent 
Srotonationalism³ but even tKis statement Ke frameG in terms of tKose 
outsiGers· � � failure to SraFtiFe tKe rites��� %eFause tKe GistinFtion between 
CKinese anG outsiGers FoulG be FollaSseG into tKe GistinFtion between tKe 
´Jentlemanµ � junzi� anG tKe ´Setty manµ �xiaoren�� anG beFause tKe rule of 
Setty men SoseG an e[istential tKreat to tKe essential rites� it beFame tKe 
Jentleman·s burGen� as it were� to reFtify tKe morals not only of tKe lower� 
Flass OtKer but of tKe e[ternal OtKer�

HuanJ =onJ[i anG :anJ )u]Ki GiG not seFure wiGesSreaG inϰuenFe in 
tKeir own time� InsteaG� tKe intelleFtual milieu tKey reSresenteG lost Fur�
renFy in tKe Kalls of Jovernment for some GeFaGes before its slow revival 
from tKe miG� eiJKteentK Fentury onwarG� To summari]e tKose MinJ� 4inJ 
sensibilities tKat were FarrieG Gown tKis narrow stream to tKe nineteentK 
Fentury� tKey inFluGeG tKe followinJ beliefs: tKat SeaFe anG orGer are best 
aFKieveG not tKrouJK law� but tKrouJK teaFKinJ� tKat tKis teaFKinJ must be 
manaJeG by moral men� tKat Jovernment is tKe SrovinFe of tKe eGuFateG� 
wKom tKe monarFK ouJKt to reFoJni]e as Seers� anG tKat SeoSle Fan be 
brouJKt into tKe ConfuFian eFumene tKrouJK JooG ritual� or be lost by fail�
inJ to SraFtiFe it� Most intriJuinJly� HuanJ anG :anJ·s writinJs aGvanFe a 
vision of Fivili]ation� law� anG JeoJraSKy� aFForGinJ to wKiFK tKe laws 
imSoseG by tKe ManFKu outsiGers in tKe NortK woulG neeG to be susSenGeG 
in favor of tKe rites if tKose SlaFes were to be brouJKt into tKe CKinese 
eFumene³ anG tKis is SreFisely wKat tKe ;ianJ Army GiG in ;inMianJ� SuFK 
beliefs are not inFomSatible witK ´Srotonationalism�µ but tKey Go not 
GeϮne it eitKer� Sino� normativity was not an e[SliFit iGeoloJy of etKniF 
suSeriority� but insteaG informeG a metaSKysiFal GisFourse anG an iGeoloJy 
of rule� As we will see� tKe ;ianJ Army·s SroMeFt� insofar as it FonformeG to 
tKese basiF beliefs� was an attemSt not to turn ´UyJKurs into CKinese�µ but 
ratKer to eϸeFt a FKanJe of FreeG: ´Muslims into ConfuFians�µ��

TKe SoFial OriJins of tKe ;ianJ Army Community  
anG IGeoloJy

HuanJ =onJ[i anG :anJ )u]Ki were amonJ tKose MinJ� 4inJ tKinkers 
wKose inϰuenFe on nineteentK� Fentury reformism was botK Fanoni]eG in 
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tKe formal FolleFtion of jingshi writinJs anG institutionali]eG in tKe aFaG�
emy tKat formeG tKe nuFleus of tKe jingshi Fommunity� AnJloSKone Kistory 
remembers tKe jingshi writers as sFKolars of ´stateFraftµ anG SartiFiSants 
in a broaGer SraFtiFal� teFKniFally minGeG� anG reformist but Fonservative 
turn in ConfuFian tKouJKt anG imSerial SoliFy� However� few sFKolars Kave 
taken into aFFount tKe GeStK of tKeir Fonservatism anG tKe vision of tKe 
iGeal worlG tKat it imSlieG� Mary :riJKt aStly FKaraFteri]eG tKe elite mani�
festation of tKis SKenomenon as ´CKinese Fonservatismµ rooteG in Sreserv�
inJ a set of abstraFt soFial norms tKat were more Fentral to tKe SroMeFt tKan 
tKe teFKnoloJiFal innovations tKat serveG tKeir Sreservation��� TKat is� 
wKen late� 4inJ reformers famously souJKt to use :estern metKoGs to 
SroteFt a CKinese essenFe� tKeir FonFeSt of tKat essenFe resembleG :anJ 
)u]Ki·s Central Yellow more tKan it GiG any raFial iGeal� TKis mission to 
brinJ SoSular soFial SraFtiFe into line witK elite norms� wKiFK was suf�
fuseG witK ]eal anG a sense of KistoriFal SurSose� FoinFiGeG witK tKe rise of 
a new SoSular moralism anG was intimately tieG to a ´network of messianiF 
alumniµ FentereG on tKe Yuelu AFaGemy in CKanJsKa� Hunan��� As Tobie 
Meyer� )onJ Suts it� ´revivalist forms of ConfuFianismµ anG ´a reliJious 
vision of tKe GynastiF orGerµ emerJeG as answers to tKe FKallenJe of tKe 
TaiSinJ� :e Fan unGerstanG tKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt in ;inMianJ as Sart of 
tKose answers�

TKe Yuelu AFaGemy Gates baFk to ��� ᅐᅵ� but for tKe SurSoses of our Gis�
Fussion� we may beJin witK its revival in tKe miG� eiJKteentK Fentury as a 
Fenter of jingshi stuGy��� One key ϮJure in tKe revival was CKen HonJmou 
�����² ������ a sFKolar of Hunanese oriJin wKose own work in Jovernment 
reϰeFteG a GeGiFation to eGuFation for all aimeG at revivinJ tKe aJe of uni�
versal saJeKooG� He founGeG sFKools for non� CKinese� sSeakinJ SeoSle in 
Yunnan anG for tKe lower Flass in -ianJ[i� wKiFK Ke FalleG ´FKaritable 
sFKoolsµ �  or �� Fast ´GwellinJ toJetKer as a familyµ � jujia� itself as 
a vital moral aFt� anG SroGuFeG a manual for tKe SroSer FonGuFt of family 
ritual� CKen·s writinJs FalleG for settlinJ wanGerinJ men into GomestiF 
units� wKiFK botK Fivili]eG tKeir members tKrouJK tKe SerformanFe of tKe 
rites anG enableG neiJKbors to SoliFe one anotKer at tKe Jrassroots� SuFK 
iGeas were institutionali]eG in tKe Yuelu AFaGemy� wKiFK CKen enGoweG in 
Sart beFause of CKanJsKa·s traGition of Fonservative sFKolarsKiS�

In ����� tKe Yuelu AFaGemy beFame tKe site of :anJ )u]Ki·s revival at 
tKe KanGs of wKat :anJ -iSinJ terms tKe ´;ianJ Army JrouSµ or ´FliTueµ 

                 
           

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



ዧᇖᅵ ᅐᇖᇹቨᅵዘᅵ ቈ႐ጪ

[ �� ]

�Xiangjun jituan���� TKat is� tKe leaGersKiS of tKe ;ianJ Army Fame from a 
tiJKtknit network of men wKo tauJKt or stuGieG at tKe Yuelu anG tKose 
relateG to tKem� TKe nuFleus of tKis network inFluGeG many of tKe most 
famous names of late� 4inJ Kistory� wKo also reaG :anJ Flosely anG formeG 
relationsKiSs arounG reaGinJ Kis work: :ei Yuan �����² ������ =enJ Guofan 
�����² ���� Hu Linyi �����² ���� Guo SonJtao �����² ���� anG of Fourse =uo 
=onJtanJ� amonJ otKers� TKese stuGents anG teaFKers unGertook tKe Fom�
Silation of The Treasures of Chu� a FolleFtion of reJional sFKolarsKiS Felebrat�
inJ tKe Fontributions of Hunanese sFKolars� :anJ )u]Ki� amonJ many otK�
ers� was SlaFeG on a traMeFtory of loFal sFKolarly e[emSlars from tKe 
self� saFriϮFinJ oϲFial 4u Yuan �Fa� ���² ��� ᄽᅐᅵ� tKrouJK tKe revivalists of 
tKe 4inJ� Years later� in ����� =enJ Guofan useG Kis Sosition to initiate tKe 
SubliFation of :anJ )u]Ki·s FolleFteG works at a SrintinJ Kouse =enJ KaG 
establisKeG to rebuilG CKinese Fulture in tKe wake of tKe TaiSinJ war� Gem�
onstratinJ :anJ·s FontinueG siJniϮFanFe to tKis JrouS��� InGeeG� :anJ 
beFame known as tKe Tuintessential SKilosoSKer of tKe ;ianJ Army anG of 
tKe Hunanese Fonservative reform movement� TKe same SerioG saw tKe 
FomSilation of tKe FanoniFal FolleFtion of jingshi writinJs in ����� wKiFK 
featureG essays by HuanJ =onJ[i� CKen HonJmou� anG otKers� some of 
wKose work sSeFiϮFally inϰuenFeG tKe ;ianJ Army·s eϸorts in tKe NortK�
west� MeanwKile� tKe loFation of tKe aFaGemy in tKe 4inJ·s SoutK was siJ�
niϮFant: tKere tKe bounGaries between CKinese settlers anG non� CKinese� 
sSeakinJ autoFKtKones were Sorous� anG as Hunan itself was a kinG of 
borGerlanG� it lent itself to jingshi sFKolars as a site of soFial e[Serimenta�
tion� Many of tKe essays in tKe FomSilation anG in its SublisKeG Fontinua�
tions tKerefore reϰeFt tKe Sroblems of JoverninJ tKose wKose beliefs anG 
lanJuaJe GiG not Fonform to CKinese norms�

ArounG tKe same time� a Frisis turneG tKe jingshi sFKolars· attention 
away from tKe oSen SoutK anG towarG tKe bounGeG� non� CKinese sSaFe of 
tKe NortK� wKere institutional GiϸerenFes anG tKe oϲFial Flosure of most 
of MonJolia� ManFKuria� anG Turkestan to CKinese settlement SreventeG 
tKe sort of JraGual transformation tKrouJK eGuFation tKat CKen KaG trieG 
to eϸeFt in tKe SoutK��� TKe -aKčnJҸr Frisis of ����� wKiFK tKreateneG 4inJ 
sovereiJnty over East Turkestan� sSurreG tKe Fourt in %eiMinJ to soliFit new 
iGeas on frontier SoliFy��� ProSosals from establisKeG oϲFials inFluGeG fur�
tKer restriFtinJ CKinese settlement� as tKey believeG tKat unFultureG CKi�
nese anG non� CKinese woulG simSly ForruSt eaFK otKer furtKer� as well as 
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measures to make frontier Jarrisons more self� suϲFient� ImSerial ortKo�
Go[y favoreG seSaration anG seFurity� SFKolars in CKanJsKa� in Fontrast� 
GeveloSeG a Furiosity about tKese ´:estern ReJionsµ tKat sSurreG a new 
imaJination of ;inMianJ botK as an iGylliF realm of sKeSKerG life anG as a 
more or less emSty territory tKat miJKt serve as a solution to many of tKe 
emSire·s Sroblems� )or one� GurinJ tKe 4inJ·s lonJ SerioG of stability� tKe 
SoSulation KaG boomeG� leaGinJ to an inFrease in so� FalleG ´bare stiFksµ 
�guanggun�� unmarrieG Fommon men� wKo tKey feareG woulG GisruSt tKe 
soFial orGer by rovinJ tKe FountrysiGe as banGits insteaG of settlinJ Gown 
anG raisinJ FKilGren� Jingshi sFKolars SroSoseG larJe� sFale Foloni]ation of 
;inMianJ as a solution to tKe bare stiFk issue� TKeir Slans reϰeFteG CKen 
HonJmou·s iGea tKat unGerFlass CKinese anG unFivili]eG non� CKinese FoulG 
Kave a mutually Fivili]inJ eϸeFt if settleG in normative family units� -ames 
MillwarG iGentiϮes in tKis Jeneration of tKe jingshi sFKool a new ´e[San�
sionismµ as e[emSliϮeG by :ei Yuan: ´To Fall in CKinese SeoSle �Hua min� 
anG turn tKis riFK loam into CKina SroSer [literally� ¶tKe inner lanGs�· neidi] 
woulG Jreatly ease tKe e[erFise of our autKority anG Jreatly inFrease our 
SroϮt�µ��

In ����� in tKe miGst of tKis Gebate� a younJ =uo =onJtanJ imaJineG tKe 
transformation of ;inMianJ��� He KelG tKat tKe system of inGireFt rule was 
untenable� as tKe military aGministration unGer tKe Ili Jeneral �Yili jiangjun� 
tKat was meant to keeS 4inJ borGers seFure reTuireG Jenerous ϮnanFial 
suSSort from CKina SroSer� InsteaG� =uo arJueG to remake ;inMianJ as a 
SrovinFe� His SroSosal eFKoeG tKe jingshi iGeal: if tKe institutions of JooG 
Jovernment in CKina SroSer were establisKeG� tKen stability anG self� 
suϲFienFy woulG naturally follow� Yet tKose institutions GeSenGeG on a 
systematiF transformation of tKe SoSulation into morally uSriJKt SeoSle 
wKo woulG intuitively unGerstanG tKe rites� eventually weaninJ loFal soFi�
ety oϸ of formal law entirely� Some years later� in ����� =uo·s reaGinJ of 
:anJ )u]Ki·s work on tKe rites SroviGeG Kim witK a tKeoretiFal JrounGinJ 
for suFK a SroMeFt: ´TKe GiϸerenFe between CKina anG tKe barbarians is 
tKat tKe CKinese Kave benevolenFe�µ wKiFK was brouJKt about tKrouJK tKe 
rites���

TKe Yuelu AFaGemy JrouS beJan to transform into tKe ;ianJ Army leaG�
ersKiS in tKe late ����s� wKen Hunan e[SerienFeG a series of SoSular uSris�
inJs tKat SromSteG members of tKis FirFle to orJani]e militias �tuanlian���� 
TKis SroFess of militari]ation KaG its roots in traGitional CKina� but Frises 
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aFFelerateG militia formation anG SlaFeG it more Ϯrmly into tKe KanGs of 
tKe eGuFateG Jentry� ratKer tKan of tKe loFal Jovernment� TKis GeveloS�
ment eϸeFtively Jave loFal elites a leJitimate forFe of arms witK wKiFK to 
orJani]e anG GisFiSline tKeir Fommunities� In ����� followinJ tKe entry of 
TaiSinJ forFes into Hunan� several Jentry� leG militias FombineG into a sin�
Jle ϮJKtinJ forFe unGer =enJ Guofan·s leaGersKiS� tKe ;ianJ Army� =uo 
=onJtanJ beFame one FommanGer amonJ many� However� tKeir SurSose 
was to Fombat tKe TaiSinJ not simSly as an e[istential tKreat to tKe 4inJ 
emSire� but as an e[istential tKreat to tKe funGamental SrinFiSles tKat Fon�
stituteG CKineseness: tKe rites� TKe TaiSinJ� as a CKristian millennialist 
movement� were not orGinary rebels� wKo often souJKt MustiFe witKin tKe 
bounGs of ConfuFian GisFourse³ insteaG� tKey souJKt to reSlaFe CKinese 
ways witK foreiJn beliefs anG literati autKority witK tKat of tKeir own mes�
sianiF leaGer� TKe TaiSinJ war was not only a Fivil war� but a reliJious Fon�
ϰiFt over ways of life anG Flaims to trutK� anG one tKat tKe ManFKu 4inJ 
seemeG unable to SroseFute eϸeFtively� TKe ;ianJ Army tKerefore souJKt 
to Freate a soFiety in wKiFK autKority sKifteG into tKe KanGs of moral Satri�
arFKs as aSSroSriate JuarGians of ortKoGo[y� TKis SroFess of re� FreatinJ 
tKe sKattereG soFiety of CKina in tKe wake of tKe TaiSinJ war was FalleG 
´reFonstruFtion�µ or in CKinese shanhou��� Shanhou GiG not simSly inGiFate 
tKe SKysiFal reFonstruFtion of tKe lanGsFaSe� but tKe meritorious aFt of re� 
FreatinJ soFiety aFForGinJ to Neo� ConfuFian iGeals�

TKerefore� tKe SroMeFt of transforminJ Fommoners into ConfuFians was 
not FonϮneG to tKe Muslim NortKwest but was Sart of a broaGer Fonserva�
tive revival in tKe Sost� TaiSinJ era tKat souJKt to reFtify SoSular morality 
anG tKus save tKe worlG from its aSSarent sliGe into FKaos��� A FKief tool of 
tKat eϸort was e[Kortative morality literature� muFK of wKiFK was Ser�
formeG orally� tKat foFuseG aJain on tKe imSortanFe of tKe rites as tKe Fen�
tral means to save oneself anG tKe worlG� TKe ;ianJ Army remaineG 
investeG in tKe SroGuFtion anG Gistribution of tKis literature tKrouJKout 
tKe TaiSinJ SerioG anG well into tKe reFonstruFtion of ;inMianJ� inFluGinJ 
tKeir SubliFation of tKe CKaJKatay translation of tKe moral Srimer known 
as tKe ���

In tKis liJKt� tKe ;ianJ Army·s aFtions in tKe NortKwest� wKiFK were also 
termeG shanhou� Fan be unGerstooG as e[tensions of tKeir e[SerienFes anG 
SroJrams GurinJ tKe TaiSinJ war� TKe FomSle[ of SraFtiFes anG iGeas tKat 
were Frystalli]eG in tKe ;ianJ Army by tKe enG of tKe TaiSinJ war in ���� 
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inFluGeG tKe strateJiF susSension of law in favor of an essentiali]eG notion 
of morality� tKe inFulFation of tKat morality tKrouJK Srint literature� 
anG tKe belief tKat botK were tKe resSonsibility of eGuFateG men� DeeSer 
still� tKe jingshi Fanon� to wKiFK ;ianJ Army leaGers now aGGeG tKeir own 
Fontributions� aGvanFeG tKe iGea tKat Fivili]ation FoulG anG sKoulG be 
brouJKt to uneGuFateG OtKers tKrouJK sFKoolinJ�

=uo =onJtanJ anG tKe ReFonstruFtion  
of tKe Muslim NortKwest

TKe jingshi SroJram evolveG mainly in tKe soFial anG SolitiFal terrain of 
SoutK CKina� witKin tKe bounGs of tKe SrovinFial system·s Fivil aGministra�
tion anG witK tKe assumStion of a sKareG Fulture� but aJainst tKe familiar 
stranJeness of tKe Fulturally non� CKinese SeoSles of tKe SoutK� Certain 
institutions anG symbols SroviGeG a Fommon morSKoloJy anG voFabulary 
of Sower� a FonGuit for neJotiations between CKinese oϲFials� elites� anG 
Fommoners� as well as a JraGual means to inteJrate Fulturally Giϸerent 
SeoSle��� TKe ;ianJ Army·s oFFuSation of tKe Muslim� maMority SrovinFes of 
SKaan[i anG Gansu� Kowever� SresenteG FonϰiFts between tKe jingshi Sro�
Jram� tKe jingshi imaJination of Muslims� anG tKe SraFtiFal Sroblems of 
aGministration� In tKose reJions� tKe enFounter witK a Hui maMority³ witK 
SeoSle wKo were linJuistiFally similar to CKinese SeoSle anG SartiFiSateG 
in many of tKe same institutions yet remaineG seSarate³ sKaSeG tKe sSe�
FiϮF aSSroaFK tKat tKis JrouS later took to ;inMianJ�

Most Kistories of tKe ;ianJ Army enG witK tKe GeSarture of =enJ Guo�
fan from its leaGersKiS in ���� followinJ tKe viFtory over tKe TaiSinJ��� In 
faFt� altKouJK tKe army Jrew smaller� tKe Fentral FliTue maintaineG� 
reneweG� anG strenJtKeneG its bounGeGness anG tKe Fentrality of its 
Fommon rituals anG iGeoloJy as it marFKeG out of Hunan unGer =uo 
=onJtanJ� TKere is some Fonfusion about nomenFlature: oϲFially� =uo·s 
ϮJKtinJ forFe� FonstituteG in ����� was tKe CKu Army �Chujun�� Later on� it 
was reJularly FalleG tKe ;ianJ Army �Xiangjun�� Must as =enJ·s forFe KaG 
been� I use ´;ianJ Armyµ beFause tKe vast maMority of tKe Srimary sourFes 
FonFerninJ tKe army use tKat name e[Flusively� from tKe GeSositions of 
Gemobili]eG solGiers wKo settleG in ;inMianJ to elite aFFounts of tKe army·s 
Kistory� TKe Fore JrouS of =uo loyalists� later termeG tKe ´OlG ;ianJ Armyµ 
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�lao Xiangjun�� tKen KaG its own traMeFtory of intelleFtual anG institutional 
GeveloSment in tKe NortKwest� InGeeG� moGern Kistorians of tKe ;ianJ 
Army SlaFe tKe NortKwest anG ;inMianJ FamSaiJns in tKe army·s ´miGGle 
SerioG�µ followinJ tKe TaiSinJ Gefeat but SreFeGinJ its role in tKe Sino� 
)renFK :ar �����² ������

TKis miGGle SerioG beJan witK tKe assiJnment to suSSress tKe onJoinJ 
Nian uSrisinJ in NortK CKina� In SeStember ����� =uo was aSSointeG 
Jovernor� Jeneral of SKaan[i anG Gansu anG soon arriveG in ;i·an witK a 
reviveG ϮJKtinJ forFe maGe uS of ;ianJ Army veterans from =uo·s imme�
Giate networks anG tKose tKey reFruiteG��� TKis new ;ianJ Army was truly 
a Fommunity FentereG on =uo Kimself� =uo Srioriti]eG tKe Gefeat of tKe 
Nian� wKiFK was aFFomSlisKeG in ����� anG tKen turneG Kis army to tKe 
NortKwest� %y ����� tKe 4inJ armies KaG fouJKt all tKe way to -iayuJuan� 
wKere a fortress markeG tKe transition from CKina SroSer into tKe Inner 
Asian territories beyonG�

In SKaan[i anG Gansu� tKe Hunanese jingshi SroMeFt beFame inFreasinJly 
inGeSenGent of tKe Fentral autKority of tKe 4inJ emSire� Even tKouJK tKe 
Fourt reMeFteG some of =uo =onJtanJ·s jingshi� baseG Slans� Ke anG tKe ;ianJ 
Army imSlementeG tKem nonetKeless��� In a Sair of memorials in ���� anG 
����� =uo laiG out Kis unGerstanGinJ of tKe Fauses of unrest in tKe reJion 
anG tKeir solutions: tKe laFk of a ConfuFian Jentry� Ke wrote� meant tKat 
militias KaG been Soorly orJani]eG anG unable to Fombat tKe uSrisinJ or 
FommanG tKe resSeFt of loFal SeoSle� In tKe future� a native military forFe 
on tKe moGel of tKe ;ianJ Army� formeG from militias but traineG anG 
eTuiSSeG witK moGern weaSons anG metKoGs� woulG be neFessary� TKey 
were to be unGer tKe FommanG of loFal Jentry� tKe emerJenFe of wKiFK 
reTuireG eGuFation� anG tKat meant establisKinJ sFKools� ImmeGiately 
after tKe Gansu FamSaiJn enGeG� =uo KaG a SrintinJ Kouse in Hubei Sro�
GuFe wooGbloFk eGitions of tKe ClassiFs anG basiF te[tbooks� TKese were 
GistributeG to a series of institutions aFross SKaan[i anG Gansu tKat =uo 
FalleG ´FKaritable sFKools�µ�� In tKis Slan anG its terminoloJy we see aJain 
an eFKo of CKen HonJmou� wKo useG tKe same name for Kis SoSular sFKools� 
aSSroSriatinJ tKe iGea of FKarity for tKe Joal of ´transformation tKrouJK 
eGuFationµ � jiaohua��

TKat FonFeSt of transformation by teaFKinJ� wKiFK was as olG as tKe 
of Rites� remaineG Fentral to ;ianJ Army artiFulations of SoliFy towarG 
Muslims tKrouJKout tKeir oFFuSation of tKe NortKwest anG ;inMianJ� To 
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=uo� tKe GiϸerenFe between CKinese� sSeakinJ Muslims anG sinoSKone 
ConfuFians was ´not a GiϸerenFe of nature� but a GiϸerenFe of teaFKinJµ 
� ���� =uo arJueG tKat tKe ´SeoSle of Arabiaµ were 
not unFivili]eG by birtK� but beFause tKey KaG learneG Islam� itself a ´teaFK�
inJµ � jiao� analoJous but inferior to ConfuFianism� One anteFeGent for =uo·s 
Slan is Lu Yao·s �����² ��� ´On EnliJKteninJ tKe Muslims�µ FolleFteG in tKe 
Ϯrst FomSilation of jingshi writinJs��� In line witK tKe jingshi FritiTue of FoG�
iϮeG law� Lu FritiFi]es tKe 4ianlonJ� era �����² ������ leJal GistinFtion 
between orGinary subMeFts anG Muslims �Hui� as an imSeGiment to tKe 
inteJration of Muslims into tKe moral orGer� InsteaG� Lu SroSoses a solution 
tKat beJins witK orJani]inJ tKe Hui into tKe baojia mutual� seFurity system� 
TKe SurSose of baojia was to GisFiSline Fommunities so tKat families � jia� 
orJani]eG into larJer units �bao� learneG to SoliFe one anotKer� eliminatinJ 
tKe state·s neeG to Go so� Ne[t was to establisK ´FKaritable sFKoolsµ in orGer 
to enliJKten tKe Muslims� wKo woulG stuGy tKe ClassiFs� %otK measures 
reϰeFteG Kis FontemSorary CKen HonJmou·s Slans to assimilate tKe non� 
CKinese SeoSles of tKe SoutK�

TKe ne[t steS of Lu Yao·s Slan was to transform tKe Muslim family� tKe 
funGamental unit of baojia� Note Lu·s use of lanJuaJe: Ke refers to tKe mar�
riaJe Fustoms Fommon to CKinese as tKe Fustoms of ´Fommonersµ �min�� 
not as SertaininJ to a JrouS FoGeG e[SliFitly in terms of etKniFity� TKis 
suSerϮFially neutral lanJuaJe masks an elite Sino� normativity� Lu Yao 
wrote:

TKe Hui SeoSle·s marriaJe SraFtiFes sKoulG all be uniϮeG witK tKose of tKe Fom�
moners� :e ϮnG tKat tKe Hui SeoSle entereG CKina over a millennium aJo� How�
ever� marriaJe between men anG women Kas not yet beFome like tKat wKiFK is 
Fommon in CKina� As a result� tKe SeoSle of CKina GesSise Kow tKe outsiGers � � 
GisGain to assoFiate witK tKem� Hui SeoSle Kave likewise Fome to Sossess a self� 
seJreJatinJ minGset� So� tKey look askanFe on our CKina anG Go not Gesire to 
marry� � � �  TKey simSly stiFk stubbornly to tKeir teaFKinJs�

Lu reFommenGeG inFentivi]inJ Hui marriaJes to ´Fommonersµ witK mate�
rial rewarGs anG SlaFarGs KonorinJ tKe new families� InteJration into a 
family� as L� Pu KaG onFe arJueG� woulG transform tKe Muslims· ´sub�
stanFeµ �qi�� so tKat tKe FKilGren of tKese Komes woulG Sossess ´CKinese 
waysµ �Hua feng�� =uo later useG SreFisely tKe same lanJuaJe for Kis own 

                 
           

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



ዧᇖᅵ ᅐᇖᇹቨᅵዘᅵ ቈ႐ጪ

[ �� ]

Slan to orJani]e� eGuFate� anG transform tKe families of ;inMianJ Muslims: 
´Assimilate tKem to our CKinese waysµ � ����

=uo·s moGel for tKe SraFtiFal moral transformation of Gansu was tKe 
;ianJ Army veteran Tao Mo �����² ������ later Jovernor of ;inMianJ but at 
tKe time only a Founty maJistrate��� Tao viJorously SromoteG a moGel of 
marriaJe rooteG in tKe jingshi reaGinJ of tKe � In orGer to inGuFe 
a SoSular eGuFational transformation beyonG tKe Flassroom� =uo also 
introGuFeG tKe ´villaJe FomSaFtµ � � system familiar from CKina 
SroSer� aFForGinJ to wKiFK SroFlamations woulG reJularly be reaG out to 
loFal subMeFts by Farefully seleFteG reaGers� �In botK ;inMianJ anG Gansu� 
tKese reaGers tKemselves Fame to be FalleG � wKiFK is translateG as 
´villaJe KeaGman�µ� LeaGersKiS FoulG tKus Gistribute soFiomoral lessons 
Gown to tKe villaJe level tKrouJK KierarFKiFal oral transmission� TKe 
FomSaFt system KaG its roots in tKe tKouJKt of =Ku ;i �����² ����� anG 
otKer SoutKern SonJ Neo� ConfuFians� wKo aGvanFeG it as a voluntarist� 
orJaniF alternative to Fentrali]eG Jovernment� Like tKe ´FKaritable 
sFKools�µ =uo aSSroSriateG tKe villaJe FomSaFt insteaG as a toS� Gown 
means to transform soFiety� TKis e[aFt same system was later useG in ;in�
MianJ·s reFonstruFtion�

=uo·s FonϰiFteG aSSroaFK to Muslims anG Islam soliGiϮeG GurinJ tKe 
Gansu FamSaiJn� =uo Srobably woulG not Kave suFFeeGinJ in retakinJ 
Gansu witKout DonJ )u[ianJ �����² ������ a rebel leaGer wKo switFKeG siGes� 
AltKouJK DonJ Kimself was not a Muslim� Ke brouJKt SerKaSs forty tKou�
sanG mostly Hui solGiers into tKe ;ianJ Army² leG forFe��� MeanwKile� as 
=uo·s solGiers establisKeG military farms� Ke SroSoseG tKe larJe� sFale 
removal of Muslims from tKe Fentral roaG tKrouJK tKe Gansu CorriGor��� 
TKe Fourt in %eiMinJ twiFe rebuϸeG Kim: ´Muslims�µ tKey reminGeG =uo� 
´live in tKeir own SlaFe� � � �  How Fan tKey laFk natural JooGness"µ =uo was 
instruFteG to Giϸerentiate not between CKinese anG Hui� but only between 
´tKe JooG anG tKe baG�µ ImSerial resFriSts SresenteG a messaJe of imSerial 
universalism� wKiFK many Muslims took uS in ;inMianJ in tKe years tKat 
followeG: everyone was eTually a subMeFt of tKe 4inJ emSeror� or at tKe very 
least� botK Hui anG CKinese were e[SeFteG to live unGer tKe SrovinFial 
´Founties� anG� SrefeFturesµ � junxian� system of KierarFKiFal aGministra�
tion� =uo was aware of tKe Kistory of Muslim serviFe in Jovernment� but Ke 
KelG tKat Kis SroSosal resSonGeG aSSroSriately to tKe on� tKe� JrounG reali�
ties of tKe NortKwest:
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TKe way to Geal witK tKe Muslims is not like tKe way we Gealt witK tKe TaiSinJ 
anG Nian� � � �  TKey Kave aFFumulateG GeeS enmities witK tKe CKinese� TKeir 
marriaJe Fustoms Giϸer� tKeir temSeraments Giϸer� anG wKen tKey see eaFK 
otKer� murGerous intent immeGiately arises� wKiFK is very GiϲFult to Jet unGer 
Fontrol� Moreover� tKeir raFes �zhongzu� are Gistantly seSarateG� so tKey Giϸer 
even in aSSearanFe� � � �  )urtKermore� I fear tKat CKinese subMeFts· reaFtions will 
reGouble tKe enmity�

DesSite resistanFe from %eiMinJ� =uo imSlementeG Kis Slan� TKe ;ianJ Army 
JranteG Hui anG otKer Muslims Slots of barren lanG far from tKe main roaG 
tKrouJK Gansu anG orJani]eG tKem into tKe baojia system� as Lu Yao KaG 
SroSoseG���

Muslims· seJreJation from CKinese in tKeory ouJKt to Kave SreventeG 
tKeir assimilation� SroGuFinJ tKe oSSosite of =uo·s ultimate Joal� In Sart� 
=uo souJKt to Srevent a reSetition of violenFe between JrouSs tKat KaG so 
reFently been at war��� A furtKer e[Slanation lies in =uo·s unGerstanGinJ of 
Islam: Ke was fearful of tKe New TeaFKinJ �Xin jiao or �� wKiFK Ke 
reJarGeG as a ´KeteroGo[ teaFKinJµ �xiejiao� akin to tKe :Kite Lotus in 
CKina SroSer� wKile Ke saw tKe OlG TeaFKinJ �Lao jiao or � as IslamiF 
´ortKoGo[yµ �zhengjiao�� =uo e[SlaineG tKat tKis OlG TeaFKinJ� KavinJ Fome 
via tKe Hui sFKolar Liu =Ki �Fa� ����² Fa� ������ was aFtually ´similar to Con�
fuFianismµ �si Ru�� TKe ;ianJ Army tKus set about SromulJatinJ reJula�
tions for mosTues� establisKinJ e[aminations for tKe Fivil serviFe tKat 
favoreG OlG TeaFKinJ aGKerents� anG otKerwise ϮnGinJ ways to GeϮne anG 
Sromote Islam as tKey SreferreG it to be�

TKe ;ianJ Army·s SroMeFt of reFonstruFtion KaG beJun� in tKe TaiSinJ 
Fonte[t� as tKe moral reorGerinJ of CKina alonJsiGe its SKysiFal rebuilGinJ� 
)ears of ´bare stiFksµ anG otKer Sutatively GisorGerly lower� Flass elements 
motivateG tKe SromulJation of Fonservative moralism anG� as we will see in 
tKe ne[t FKaSter� GeSloyment of e[FeStional violenFe� In tKe NortKwest� 
tKe ;ianJ Army learneG to GiviGe anG rule³ to iGentify JooG anG baG forms 
of Islam� enforFe tKose GeϮnitions� anG use tKem to enFouraJe JraGual 
assimilation� TKis beFame Sart of reFonstruFtion as well� anG relieG onFe 
aJain on tKe ;ianJ Army·s ability to aFt witK Jreat inGeSenGenFe from 
%eiMinJ� TKat sKift from vertiFal relations of Flass GiϸerenFe to Kori]ontal 
relations of reliJious GiϸerenFe� Kowever� siJnaleG tKe emerJenFe of a reF�
oJni]able ´Fivili]inJ SroMeFtµ baseG on tKe eϸort to assimilate a SeriSKeral 
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SeoSle to tKe assumeG norms of tKose at tKe Fore��� TKis SolitiFs of Giϸer�
enFe later JuiGeG tKe army·s aSSroaFK to ;inMianJ� wKere TurkiF� sSeakinJ 
Muslims� GesSite tKeir Jreater Fultural GiϸerenFe from CKinese� were nev�
ertKeless reJarGeG as more GoFile or easily assimilable tKan Hui� wKom oϲ�
Fials still FonsiGereG sourFes of violenFe anG GisruStion�

* * *

ImSerialism is not only a set of institutions anG SroFesses� it is Fulture anG 
iGeoloJy��� TKe ;ianJ Army·s emerJenFe anG its reFonTuest anG rule of tKe 
NortKwest SroGuFeG its own iGeoloJiFal formation� a set of narratives� sym�
bols� anG tKeories tKat leJitimi]eG anG e[SlaineG tKeir SroMeFt� TKis forma�
tion in turn KaG a sSeFiϮF JenealoJy rooteG in tKe jingshi Fommunity of 
CKanJsKa� Hunan� anG in tKe SoSular ConfuFian revival in tKe TaiSinJ anG 
Sost� TaiSinJ era� In tKis sense� ;inMianJ·s reFonstruFtion was very muFK 
Sart of tKe ;ianJ Army·s reFonstruFtion of CKina SroSer� anG it Sartook of 
many of tKe same iGeas anG teFKniTues� NevertKeless� tKe enFounter witK 
reliJious GiϸerenFe in tKe NortKwest SlaFeG aJJressive assimilation at tKe 
Fenter of reFonstruFtion� TKis was MustiϮeG anG enableG by botK tKe army·s 
KiJK GeJree of Ge faFto inGeSenGenFe from tKe emSire anG its iGeoloJiFal 
motivation to orGer tKe worlG�

TKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt·s iGeoloJy anG tKe manner of its aFtuali]ation 
invite FomSarisons witK emSires elsewKere� A Fivili]inJ mission is Jener�
ally an emerJent SroSerty of imSerialism� not a Srimary motivator for 
imSerialist enterSrise� OnFe an Gominant Sower ϮnGs itself in tKe Sosition 
of manaJinJ a subMeFt SeoSle� its aJents artiFulate an iGeoloJy of ´enliJKt�
enmentµ tKat MustiϮes eFonomiF e[Sloitation insteaG as a means for ´Fivi�
li]eG SeoSleµ to SroteFt anG uSlift tKe ´savaJe�µ�� NineteentK� Fentury 
EuroSeans baseG suFK Fivili]inJ missions on a newly GisFovereG faitK in 
SeGaJoJy� ´a belief tKat trutKs� one reFoJni]eG as suFK� KaG only to be 
learneG anG aSSlieG�µ TKat is� EuroSeans Fame to assert tKat tKeir own 
assumeG norms were not only universal� but self� eviGently true� never 
minG tKat tKose norms were Fonstantly sKiftinJ� InsteaG� it was tKrouJK 
interaFtion witK tKe Foloni]eG OtKer tKat varieties of EuroSeans� in sSite of 
tKeir siJniϮFant GiϸerenFes in Flass� Fustoms� anG lanJuaJes� artiFulateG 
more essentiali]eG etKnonational iGentities� To Sut it Giϸerently� I reFoJ�
ni]e in =uo =onJtanJ·s tKouJKt tKe ´forkeG tonJueµ of Folonialism: tKe 
Gesire for an OtKer tKat is ´almost tKe same� but not Tuite�µ�� As we will see 
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in tKe followinJ FKaSters� wKile tKat Sosition was artiFulateG by a GistinFtly 
Hunanese JrouS of aFtors� it nevertKeless KelSeG CKinese� sSeakinJ non� 
Muslims of various oriJins Flaim a Fommon iGentity� one tKat assoFiateG 
tKem witK tKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt anG aJainst Musulmans� TKrouJK =uo·s 
aSSroaFK to Muslims in tKe NortKwest� tKe elite·s aSSroaFK to an internal 
OtKer³ tKe unenliJKteneG masses wKo neeGeG JuiGanFe anG eGuFation³ 
was transSoseG onto tKe e[ternal or SeriSKeral OtKer� eϸeFtinJ a tension 
between tKe GemanG for similarity anG tKe insistenFe on GiϸerenFe tKat 
SlayeG on lines of botK reliJion anG Flass�

It is unsurSrisinJ tKat tKe Fivili]inJ mission was also a MustiϮFation for 
aGventurism as tKe SerformanFe of sovereiJn Fontrol over territory� As tKe 
army remaineG in Gansu� a Gebate emerJeG at tKe 4inJ Fourt as oϲFials 
FonsiGereG wKetKer or not to reFonTuer ;inMianJ��� Many were skeStiFal of 
;inMianJ·s value� SartiFularly tKat of its vast anG ariG SoutK� anG aGvoFateG 
insteaG for a stronJer resSonse to tKe foreiJn inFursions on tKe emSire·s 
lonJ Foast anG GeeSer into its Keart� In ����� =uo =onJtanJ famously Foun�
tereG tKat tKe reFonTuest of ;inMianJ was vital to tKe seFurity of tKe emSire 
as a bulwark aJainst Russia as tKat emSire rose to tKe west� Moreover� Ke 
Fast tKe abanGonment of ;inMianJ as a failure of Ϯlial Guty³ failinJ to 
reFover tKat territory was failinJ to resSeFt tKe aFKievements of imSerial 
anFestors� =uo won tKe Gebate anG in ���� was aSSointeG tKe imSerial Fom�
missioner for ;inMianJ military aϸairs� makinJ Kim tKe Ϯrst CKinese oϲ�
Fial to KolG a Sosition Sreviously KelG by ManFKus or MonJols� TKe FKanJe 
KeralGeG tKe onFominJ Fonversion of ;inMianJ from an Inner Asian terri�
tory into a CKinese SrovinFe at tKe KanGs of tKe ;ianJ Army�
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=HOU -INGTANG·S LI)E was suSSoseG to Jo so Giϸerently� =Kou was born 
in NinJ[ianJ County in Hunan� Ϯfteen KunGreG miles from wKere Ke now 
stooG at tKe Jates of -iayuJuan in western Gansu�� TKis SlaFe� fameG as ´tKe 
Pass�µ markeG tKe traGitional bounGary between CKina SroSer anG tKe 
Inner Asian frontier� anG Jenerations of e[iles KaG written of tKeir treSiGa�
tion at aSSroaFKinJ it�� =Kou was no e[ile� but an eGuFateG man wKo wrote 
Soetry unGer a style name� -iaMian� TKat faFt alone set Kim aSart from tKe 
masses of solGiers wKo KaG also arriveG in Gansu witK tKe ;ianJ Army� 
=Kou woulG Kave reJarGeG tKem as ´bare stiFksµ �guanggun�³ untameG anG 
violent men wKo FonstituteG tKe army·s strenJtK anG� in tKeir leaGers· eyes� 
its Jreatest liability� TKe rank� anG� Ϯle were meant to suSSort families baFk 
Kome witK tKeir waJes� anG montKly leFtures on tKe army·s moral FoGe 
keSt tKem in line�� =Kou -inJtanJ� Kowever� KaG been reFoJni]eG anG Sro�
moteG several times for Kis serviFe as a Flerk GurinJ tKe wars aFross CKina� 
Now tKat tKe army KaG reFeiveG its orGers to marFK into ;inMianJ� Ke 
antiFiSateG an aSSointment as an assistant maJistrate in tKe new Srovin�
Fial aGministration�� OrGinary solGiers woulG also Fross ´beyonG tKe Passµ 
in searFK of a better life� farminJ or traGinJ� but =Kou FoulG envision a 
Fareer of serviFe�

TKat vision faGeG soon� =Kou remaineG in Gansu for a wKile in frustra�
tion� unable to seFure an oϲFial Sosition� In ����� Ke traveleG into ;inMianJ 
in searFK of aGvanFement anG founG Kimself in .uFKa� wKere a number of 

T:O

;inMianJ as E[FeStion

The Transformation of the Civilizing Project
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SeoSle from Kis Kome Founty KaG settleG� Some olG veterans were servinJ 
in tKe Jarrison� =Kou befrienGeG tKe NinJ[ianJ man YanJ ;iuTinJ� an 
army FaStain wKo now JuarGeG tKe Fity·s NortK Gate� as well as a number 
of CKinese wKo ran stalls at tKe market� Home was now even fartKer away� 
but suFFess seemeG Floser at KanG� ;inMianJ� after all� was known as ´Little 
Hunanµ �xiao Hunan�� wKere sSeakinJ %eiMinJ� style ManGarin was far less 
imSortant tKan knowinJ Kis native Hunanese GialeFt� =Kou woulG be 
amonJ Kis own SeoSle��

Yet =Kou -inJtanJ·s reneweG oStimism Fame FrasKinJ Gown two years 
later on tKe Gay Ke reFeiveG a letter from Kome� It informeG Kim tKat Kis fam�
ily remaineG Soor³ unlike tKe rank� anG� Ϯle solGiers� =Kou KaG faileG to suS�
Sort tKem� Now Kis motKer was ill anG FominJ to tKe enG of Ker life� =Kou·s 
Guty was to return to NinJ[ianJ³ now Kalf of Asia away³ but Ke FoulG never 
aϸorG tKe Mourney� So insteaG Ke Grank� TKat niJKt� by lanternliJKt� =Kou 
stuSeϮeG Kimself on liTuor� He wanGereG into tKe butFKer sKoS� wKere Kis 
frienG %utFKer Tan boileG some tea� KoSinJ to Flear =Kou·s minG anG stave oϸ 
tKe worst of tKe inevitable KanJover� As Tan·s baFk was turneG� Kowever� 
=Kou sei]eG tKe FarvinJ knife from tKe butFKer·s bloFk anG wanGereG Gown 
tKe roaG to YanJ ;iuTinJ·s Sost� AFForGinJ to tKe oϲFial reForG� YanJ was in 
tKe miGst of writinJ a reSort wKen =Kou burst in� weeSinJ anG sFreaminJ 
inFoKerently� YanJ trieG to Falm Kis frienG� EverytKinJ went reG anG blaFk�

TKe ne[t morninJ� as YanJ lay GyinJ� =Kou awoke in a Mail Fell� bereft of 
memory but FovereG in blooG� In tKe ensuinJ investiJation� Tuestions 
emerJeG about Kow to KanGle tKe murGer� =Kou·s Frime was Keinous� as it 
KaG GeSriveG YanJ·s own aJinJ motKer of Ker only son� anG sSeFial rules 
JoverninJ suFK Frimes now alloweG tKe SrovinFe Jreater latituGe to SunisK 
tKose wKo GestroyeG families� tearinJ tKe moral fabriF tKat tKe ;ianJ Army 
was tryinJ so GiliJently to weave� If Ke were an orGinary Serson� Ke woulG 
Kave been sentenFeG GireFtly to stranJulation� However� =Kou also KelG an 
oϲFial rank³ tKe riJKt to an oϲFial Sosition� if not tKe Sosition itself³ anG 
was tKerefore teFKniFally immune to FaSital SunisKment� TKe SrovinFe 
ultimately GeFiGeG to e[Sel =Kou from ;inMianJ� not to Kis Kome in verGant 
Hunan� but into e[ile in tKe free]inJ forests anG winGsweSt steSSe of 
ManFKuria�

=Kou -inJtanJ·s story sits at tKe FonverJenFe of several interrelateG SKe�
nomena: ;ianJ Army leaGers anG solGiers alike SerFeiveG ;inMianJ as a lanG 
of oSSortunity� TKat SerFeStion� alonJ witK sSeFial rules tKat maGe tKe 
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reJion·s bureauFraFy a nearly inesFaSable FloseG system� enFouraJeG its 
maMority� Hunanese members to settle anG stay� makinJ ;inMianJ a ´little 
Hunan�µ TKis aGministration FontinueG to Jovern tKe reJion in tKe jingshi 
moGe for tKree GeFaGes� As new Jenerations of Hunanese oϲFials entereG 
tKe SrovinFial bureauFraFy� anG tKe aGministration faFeG mountinJ Frises 
of JovernanFe� tKe soFial anG SolitiFal GynamiFs of SoliFymakinJ anG 
imSlementation FKanJeG� %y lookinJ more Flosely at tKe soFial GynamiFs of 
tKis Gominant JrouS� we Fan better unGerstanG Kow =uo =onJtanJ·s inϰu�
enFe SersisteG in ;inMianJ even witKout Kis SresenFe� TKis FKaSter will 
establisK tKe bounGaries of tKe Hunanese SerioG in ;inMianJ� from ���� to 
����� wKere ���� markeG tKe turninJ Soint in tKis JrouS·s fall from Sower��

:Kereas tKe Srevious FKaSter outlineG tKe means of ;inMianJ·s assimila�
tion� tKis FKaSter traFks sKifts in tKe FonFeStion of ;inMianJ as an e[FeS�
tional sSaFe witKin a ]one of CKinese or 4inJ sovereiJnty aFross Jenerations 
of oϲFials� A Fertain traGition of FritiFal leJal stuGies� anG of Folonial leJal 
stuGies in SartiFular� observes tKat every leJal system Fontains an ´e[FeS�
tion�µ a Fase in wKiFK tKe normative system is susSenGeG�� In Folonial 
emSires anG tKeir suFFessor states� tKe e[FeStion is reali]eG in JeoJraSKy� as 
a ]one Sutatively unGerJoinJ a state of Frisis in wKiFK sSeFial violent mea�
sures must be taken to SroteFt or Sromote tKe essential norms of law anG 
brinJ orGer to FKaos� TKe enaFtment of tKat violenFe is a SerformanFe of 
sovereiJnty� If every SolitiFal anG leJal system Fontains an e[FeStion� tKen 
GelineatinJ tKe e[FeStion will tKerefore illuminate tKe wKole� FastinJ liJKt 
on tKe realities of Sower as well as tKe norms tKat SowerKolGers Gesire to 
Sromote� In late� 4inJ ;inMianJ� e[amininJ tKe sKiftinJ GisFourses anG SraF�
tiFes of e[FeStion sKows Kow tKe reJion was a GistinFtly Hunanese SroMeFt 
unGertaken witKin tKe 4inJ emSire� but aJainst it� TKe enG of Hunanese 
GominanFe at tKe toS of tKe SrovinFial Jovernment siJnaleG anotKer raGiFal 
sKift towarG e[SliFit Folonialism� tKe new SolitiFs of e[FeStion of wKiFK Fast 
tKe ;ianJ Army SroMeFt into relief�

=uo·s Heirs anG tKe Disaster of ProvinFeKooG

:Kile most Kistories emSKasi]e tKe role of =uo =onJtanJ in sKaSinJ SoliFy 
in tKe ReFonstruFtion SerioG� =uo aFtually only entereG tKe territory of 
;inMianJ onFe� Real autKority resiGeG in tKe KanGs of Liu -intanJ �����² ���� 
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wKo was MoineG by Kis FKilGKooG frienG Luo CKanJKu �Fa� ����² ����� Liu was 
SerKaSs tKe most strikinJ e[amSle of tKe imSortanFe of =uo·s SatronaJe 
for GetermininJ one·s Fareer traMeFtory� as Ke beFame tKe Ϯrst Jovernor of 
;inMianJ GesSite SossessinJ little aGministrative e[SerienFe� aSart from a 
few years as tKe intenGant of ;ininJ� anG GesSite tKe faFt tKat Ke GiG not 
attemSt to take tKe oϲFial e[aminations� His main TualiϮFation was beinJ 
tKe neSKew of =uo·s trusteG FommanGer Liu SonJsKan �����² ���� uSon 
wKose GeatK -intanJ was JranteG Kis unFle·s FommanG� About Luo less is 
known� save tKat Ke KaG =uo·s attention from an early aJe� Liu anG Luo Jrew 
uS in tKe same villaJe� FamSaiJneG aFross CKina toJetKer� anG retook tKe 
Tarim %asin in FonFert� Luo aFKieveG tKe rank of briJaGe FommanGer� anG 
=uo favoreG Kim for Kis intelliJenFe anG bravery� esSeFially after Luo 
 volunteereG to leaG a marFK beyonG tKe Pass GurinJ a snowy winter� Later 
on� Liu� suϸerinJ from an olG foot inMury reFeiveG GurinJ a muGsliGe in 
Gansu� sent Luo to FommanG tKe assault on OSal� a town near .asKJar� in 
Kis steaG� TKe two FonGuFteG a runninJ Fonversation about SoliFy tKrouJK�
out anG beyonG tKe FamSaiJn�

Liu -intanJ was eϸeFtively in Sower for Ϯfteen years� as Ke was tKe Ϯrst 
oϲFial in FKarJe of tKe reFonstruFtion Jovernment anG tKen Jovernor 
tKrouJK ����� His seFonG� in� FommanG� tKe ϮnanFial Fommissioner� was :ei 
GuanJtao �����² ������ a ;ianJ Army FommanGer from SKaoyanJ anG tKe 
neSKew of tKe jingshi writer :ei Yuan� :ei GuanJtao FomSoseG tKe unoϲ�
Fial Kistory of tKe NortKwest FamSaiJns anG FonsiGereG it Kis Guty to follow 
=uo·s SroJram Flosely� as Ke GiG GurinJ tKree years as aFtinJ Jovernor �����² 
����� TKe ne[t Jovernor �����² ��� was Tao Mo� wKo KaG been =uo·s moGel 
oϲFial for tKe moral reFtiϮFation of Fentral Gansu� His suFFessor� Rao YinJTi 
of Hubei �����² ����� in oϲFe ����² ������ was =uo·s seFretary GurinJ tKe 
NortKwestern FamSaiJn��� Ne[t was Pan ;iaosu �in oϲFe ����² ���� a CKanJ�
sKanese wKo KaG serveG in tKe ;ianJ Army sinFe ���� anG SartiFiSateG in 
tKe reFonTuest� TKus a sinJle FoKort of FolloFal men witK a Fommon iGeol�
oJy anG e[SerienFe KelG formal SolitiFal Sower in tKe SrovinFial FaSital of 
DiKua for tKe Ϯrst twenty� eiJKt years after tKe reFonTuest� TKe same was 
true of tKe KiJKest SrovinFial oϲFials below tKe Jovernor: nearly all of tKe 
ϮnanFial Fommissioners� tKeir staϸs� anG tKe MuGiFial Fommissioners �tKe 
tKirG� KiJKest SrovinFial oϲFial� were from tKe CKanJsKa area� TKis was a 
Fommunity uniteG by iGeoloJy� native SlaFe� Fommon e[SerienFe� anG fam�
ily� anG one tKat maintaineG its FonsFiousness of its Hunanese oriJins�
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TKe early Jovernors KelG Flosely to =uo·s vision in tKeory� if not entirely 
in SraFtiFe��� TKeir work remaineG GoJJeGly foFuseG on soFiomoral reFtiϮ�
Fation as tKe ;ianJ Army JrouS KaG envisioneG it in Sost� TaiSinJ CKina 
SroSer� Liu was at tKe KeaG of a Srovisional Jovernment tKat FonsisteG of a 
network of ReFonstruFtion anG PaFiϮFation AJenFies �fuji shanhou ju� 
KeaGeG by army oϲFers� tKe orJani]ation of wKiFK mirroreG tKe SlanneG 
SrovinFial aGministration� TKe AJenFies reSeateG tKe e[Seriments of Gansu: 
tKey resettleG Hui� CKinese� anG Musulmans on farms� wKere tKey were 
meant to live in iGeal nuFlear families� sometimes witK sSouses tKat tKe 
aJenFies FKose for tKem� ResettleG SeoSle reFeiveG farminJ imSlements� 
seeG� anG livestoFk in tKe KoSes tKat tKey woulG ´reFlaimµ lanG³ eitKer Jen�
uinely fallow ϮelGs or unworkable steSSe anG Gesert� Ultimately� tKe Joal of 
resettlement was to Freate a stable� SeaFeful soFiety by SlaFinJ Gemobili]eG 
solGiers anG Muslim women into marriaJes�

MeanwKile� tKe AJenFies establisKeG at least two KunGreG F́Karitable 
sFKoolsµ aFross tKe reJion witK tKe Joal of eGuFatinJ Musulman boys in tKe 
CKinese lanJuaJe anG tKe ClassiFs��� =uo KoSeG to Freate a Flass of linJuisti�
Fally anG Fulturally biϰuent intermeGiaries wKo woulG aFt as FonGuits for 
ConfuFian iGeas into Musulman soFiety� His arJument was twofolG: )irst� Ke 
stateG� tKere was a nearly insurmountable GistanFe between Musulman sub�
MeFts anG tKe oϲFials wKo were meant to Slay a Sastoral role in tKeir lives� 
4inJ maJistrates� as ́ fatKer� anG� motKer oϲFialsµ �fumuguan�� were meant to 
JuiGe tKeir ϰoFks towarG moral beKavior in orGer to maintain a SeaFeful 
soFiety� )or =uo� tKis meant makinJ tKe Musulmans ´assimilate to our CKi�
nese waysµ � �� Jingshi tKouJKt KelG tKat maJistrates were fun�
Gamental to establisKinJ tKe trust anG resSeFt of loFal SeoSle� anG =uo by 
tKis time was alreaGy emSKasi]inJ tKe neeG for loFal oϲFials to resolve Gis�
Sutes in a Fonsistent anG satisfaFtory manner so as to seFure tKat JooG will���

As tKe GeaGline in ���� for SrovinFeKooG Grew nearer� Kowever� tKe 
leaGersKiS beFame aware tKat loFal Jovernment was not remotely SreSareG 
for tKe transition� as ;ianJ Army veterans GiG not neFessarily make JooG 
aGministrators� One� YanJ Peiyuan �G� ������ KaG been SromoteG to tKe rank 
of assistant maJistrate for Kis serviFe in tKe army� In ����� YanJ was 
aSSointeG tKe aFtinJ subGistriFt maJistrate of PiFKan� a small town some 
ways oϸ tKe main roaG east of TurSan anG later tKe seat of SKansKan 
County��� TKinJs went baGly for Kim� One of Kis servants attemSteG 
to e[tort money from loFal Musulmans� YanJ attemSteG to resolve tKe 
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resultinJ GisSute but botFKeG tKe meGiation� owinJ in Sart to Kis total laFk 
of lanJuaJe skills� As a result� YanJ reSorteG� wKenever Ke went out on tKe 
streets� tKe Musulmans woulG JatKer arounG anG lauJK at Kim� Clearly� Ke 
KaG swiftly lost tKeir resSeFt� YanJ was unable to Go Kis Guty anG formally 
askeG to be removeG from oϲFe� but tKe TurSan SrefeFt GenieG Kim� TKree 
montKs later� YanJ KanJeG Kimself in Kis oϲFe� It was not until two montKs 
after tKat� wKen an oϲFer Fame tKrouJK on insSeFtion� tKat tKe KiJKer 
aGministration even learneG of YanJ Peiyuan·s GeatK� In tKe eyes of tKe 
SrovinFial Jovernment� Jovernment itself KaG faileG botK at tKe loFal anG 
at tKe reJional level tKrouJK tKe inability of tKe maJistrate to Fommuni�
Fate witK anG JuiGe Kis FKarJes�

ReSorts suFK as tKese triFkleG in from frustrateG maJistrates all over 
;inMianJ� Liu� SaniFkeG� sent memorials to %eiMinJ Jently reTuestinJ to be 
relieveG of Kis Guties� after all� Ke KaG only been an army oϲFer anG never 
e[SeFteG to beFome at tKe aJe of tKirty� tKree tKe Jovernor of a vast anG 
troublesome SrovinFe��� He was� by Kis own aFFount� ´witKout learninJ or 
skillµ � �� Liu·s aSSointment to GireFt reFonstruFtion� Ke wrote� 
was meant to be temSorary� ´no more tKan an e[SeGient aFt unGer sSeFial 
FirFumstanFes� In all matters� I was only to try to brinJ =uo =onJtanJ·s 
Slans to reali]ation� anG after tKinJs KaG settleG Gown� I woulG KanG over 
tKe Sosition�µ TKe Fourt refuseG³ nonsense� tKey reSlieG� it aSSeareG tKat 
reFonstruFtion was almost FomSlete� TKat attituGe alone sKoweG a Fertain 
nawvetp on tKe Sart of =uo =onJtanJ anG of tKe 4inJ Fourt: ;inMianJ was 
meant to beFome a SrovinFe� anG its SeoSle reaGy for CKinese� style Fivil 
Jovernment� seven years after its reFonTuest� In =uo·s view� tKat woulG be 
suϲFient time to establisK tKe soFial institutions anG Fultural GisSositions 
�or ´Fustoms�µ fengsu� neFessary to suSSort a stable SrovinFe� anG even to 
make ;inMianJ a self� suSSortinJ aJriFultural soFiety� ;inMianJ� in =uo·s 
vision� was not reaGy for teFKnoloJiFal moGerni]ation� anG Fertainly not 
for tKe FonstruFtion of a moGern arsenal like tKose Ke KaG establisKeG in 
Gansu� A moral aJriFultural soFiety neeGeG to GeveloS Ϯrst�

Liu trieG to resiJn aJain in ����� arJuinJ tKat ;inMianJ was not SreSareG 
to be maGe its own SrovinFe� %efore ����� JraGual CKinese settlement KaG 
leG to tKe establisKment of a few Founties anG SrefeFtures in wKat was now 
NortKern ;inMianJ� TKese KaG remaineG unGer tKe autKority of Gansu� 
wKile tKe rest of ;inMianJ was JoverneG tKrouJK tKe military aGministra�
tion in Ili anG loFal oϲFials� Gansu in turn was aGministereG by a Jovernor 
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unGer tKe Jovernor� Jeneral in SKaan[i� =uo·s oriJinal Slan woulG eϸeF�
tively turn ;inMianJ into two seSarate SrovinFes by stationinJ a Jovernor� 
Jeneral for ;inMianJ in DiKua� anG tKen a Jovernor for SoutKern ;inMianJ in 
Aksu��� Liu SroSoseG insteaG� alonJ witK tKe SKaan[i� Gansu Jovernor� 
Jeneral Tan =KonJlin �����² ����� from CKanJsKa�� makinJ ;inMianJ an 
aSSenGaJe of Gansu� as Taiwan was to )uMian SrovinFe� anG keeSinJ it unGer 
tKe SKaan[i Jovernor� Jeneral� Liu SroSoseG SuttinJ tKe Jovernor·s oϲFe 
in Lan]Kou� so tKat ;inMianJ woulG be ruleG from a GistanFe� TKat way� Ke 
wrote� Kis own Sosition woulG be eliminateG� anG Ke FoulG Ϯnally return 
Kome to treat Kis GebilitatinJ foot inMury� Ultimately� Liu was forFeG to 
remain in DiKua anG beFome tKe Jovernor� but ;inMianJ FonstituteG a sin�
Jle SrovinFe� alonJsiGe Gansu anG unGer tKe SKaan[i� Gansu Jovernor� 
Jeneral� as Ke KaG suJJesteG�

TKen Luo CKanJKu GieG of illness wKile in Aksu in ����� Liu -intanJ sent 
a reTuest to %eiMinJ to establisK a sKrine in Kis memory anG useG tKe oSSor�
tunity to suJJest onFe aJain tKat ;inMianJ SoliFy was misJuiGeG��� He 
TuoteG a GisFussion Ke anG Luo KaG KelG earlier tKat year� suJJestinJ tKat 
GeFaGes more woulG neeG to Sass before aJriFulture anG tKe JraGual sSreaG 
of ConfuFian iGeals alloweG ´talentµ �cai� to emerJe amonJ tKe Musulmans 
anG reaGy tKem for SartiFiSation in tKe institutions of SrovinFeKooG� Liu·s 
memorial was an obvious attemSt to ventriloTui]e Kis GeaG frienG in suS�
Sort of a SolitiFal Joal� TKe Fourt reMeFteG Liu·s reTuest for a sKrine anG 
iJnoreG tKe suJJestion tKat SrovinFeKooG neeGeG to be GelayeG�

NevertKeless� Liu·s worGs SroveG SroSKetiF� :Kile ;inMianJ SrovinFe was 
oϲFially founGeG on sFKeGule in ����� it was a FonfuseG anG GisorJani]eG 
aϸair tKat in some SlaFes took several years��� LoFal Jovernment was not 
SreSareG to KanGle tKe Ϯnal abolition of tKe system of loFal Musulman oϲ�
Fials� FalleG begs� tKat KaG oSerateG before ���� anG still remaineG larJely 
intaFt� TKere were no KouseKolG reJistrations� anG tKus no reForGs to be 
useG for ta[ation� anG none of tKe new maJistrates FoulG sSeak tKe Musul�
mans· TurkiF lanJuaJe or reaG CKaJKatay� At Ϯrst� it was unFlear wKo 
e[aFtly fell unGer tKe MurisGiFtion of tKe SrovinFial system� anG wKo unGer 
tKat of tKe rumS Ili military aGministration or some otKer autKority��� 
:itKout tKe beJs to serve as intermeGiaries� even routine tasks beFame 
frauJKt witK FomSliFations�

TKerefore� tKe Kistory of late� 4inJ ;inMianJ is not in faFt tKe Kistory of 
tKe reJion·s assimilation into tKe CKinese SolitiFal system so muFK as its 
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FonstruFtion as an e[FeStion witKin it� Liu·s SroSosals SointeG to a Sara�
Go[: in orGer for Musulmans to beFome inFluGeG in tKe CKinese eFumene� 
tKey neeGeG to be botK seSarateG from it� yet susSenGeG in a state of 
beFominJ CKinese� =uo =onJtanJ·s SoliFies in Gansu KaG SointeG to tKe 
same FontraGiFtion of normali]ation� in wKiFK tKe key to eϸeFtinJ same�
ness was reFoJni]inJ JraGations of GiϸerenFe anG seJreJatinJ sSaFe 
aFForGinJly� In ;inMianJ� as Jenerations of oϲFials struJJleG to aFKieve tKe 
Joals of tKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt� tKey workeG witKin tKe jingshi SaraGiJm to 
ϮnG ways to manaJe GiϸerenFe wKile still workinJ towarG assimilation� In 
tKe followinJ SaJes� we will Gelineate Kow a GisFourse of Musulman OtKer�
ness serveG to leJitimi]e ;inMianJ·s FonstruFtion as a ]one of e[FeStion in 
several Giϸerent ways: as a sSaFe wKerein tKe orGinary rules of tKe MuGiFial 
SroFess GiG not aSSly� anG likewise of tKe bureauFraFy� as a familiar kinG of 
frontier� anG tKen at tKe enG of tKe 4inJ as an e[SliFitly Folonial territory�

;inMianJ as an E[FeStional AGministration

TKe GistinFtiveness of ;inMianJ was useG to Mustify a set of ´ϰe[ibleµ �bian
tong� SoliFies tKat only aSSlieG witKin tKe SrovinFe� CKaraFteri]inJ a SoliFy 
as ´ϰe[ibleµ suJJesteG tKat it was a temSorary measure anG� as jingshi Sre�
ferreG� an aGaStation to loFal FirFumstanFes� ;inMianJ was tKus JoverneG 
in Sart by tKe ´;inMianJ )le[ibility Planµ �Xinjiang biantong zhangcheng�� a 
sSeFial set of rules for tKe reJion FoGiϮeG not in formal law� but in a series 
of SalaFe memorials� by tKe reTuest of tKe Jovernor anG witK tKe aSSroval 
of tKe Fourt� TKese ´ϰe[ibleµ SoliFies inFluGeG a set of measures tKat keSt 
Sersonnel FirFulatinJ witKin tKe NortKwest� anG ;inMianJ in SartiFular� in 
violation of tKe lonJ� establisKeG ´rule of avoiGanFe�µ�� ImSerial reJulations 
intenGeG to Srevent ForruStion anG tKe emerJenFe of entrenFKeG Fommu�
nities of interest SreventeG oϲFials from servinJ in tKeir Kome Founties or 
in any SlaFe for more tKan a few years� In tKe NortKwest� Kowever� tKe 
abroJation of tKis rule meant tKat members of tKe ;ianJ Army Fommunity 
usually sSent entire Fareers in tKis SrovinFe·s aGministration� TKe wKole 
NortKwest attaineG a KiJK GeJree of autonomy anG GeveloSeG its own 
larJely FloseG JoverninJ Fommunity� Personnel reForGs� wKen FonsiGereG 
in tKe aJJreJate� sKow tKat tKe entrenFKment of tKe Hunanese network 
witKin ;inMianJ·s Fivil Jovernment beJan to take sKaSe years before tKe 
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marFK beyonG tKe Pass anG tKen reSroGuFeG itself aFross four Jenera�
tions��� TKose Jenerational GistinFtions maS onto GiϸerenFes in SoliFies 
anG SraFtiFes anG tKe relationsKiS of ;inMianJ·s Jovernment witK tKe imSe�
rial Fourt�

It will KelS tKe reaGer to be familiar witK tKe JeoJraSKy of tKe CKanJsKa 
area as it relates to tKe ;ianJ Army� In tKe nineteentK Fentury� tKe Fity of 
CKanJsKa itself was GiviGeG into two Founties �xian�� CKanJsKa anG SKan�
Kua� wKiFK toJetKer FomSoseG tKe nuFleus of CKanJsKa SrefeFture �fu�� 
Several Founties witKin CKanJsKa SrefeFture anG tKe aGMaFent Yue]Kou 
SrefeFture SroviGeG tKe bulk of ;ianJ Army oϲFers� wKile a KanGful Fame 
from fartKer aϮelG� inFluGinJ nearby areas of Hubei anG AnKui SrovinFes� 
CKanJsKa Fity was Kome to several institutions tKat were Fentral to tKe 
;ianJ Army Fommunity·s formation: tKe Yuelu AFaGemy� aFross tKe river 
from CKanJsKa Fity� anG tKe CKenJnan AFaGemy Must outsiGe its soutK Jate 
were tKe FraGle of tKe army·s leaGersKiS�

At tKe base of CKanJsKa·s Fity walls� we woulG also ϮnG tKe temSle of 
DinJ[ianJ :anJ� tKe unassuminJ Fity JoG �chenghuang� of SKanKua County 
wKo was FreGiteG witK savinJ tKe Fity from tKe TaiSinJ assault anG tKus 
beFame tKe Fommon obMeFt of worsKiS of tKe ;ianJ Army·s solGiers� TKey 
FarrieG tKat Satron Geity·s imaJe on FamSaiJn from one enG of CKina to tKe 
otKer� until Ϯnally DinJ[ianJ :anJ Fame to settle in ;inMianJ alonJ witK 
tKe veterans wKo maintaineG Kis temSles��� As late as ����� tKe leaGersKiS 
of ;inMianJ maintaineG an aϸeFtion for DinJ[ianJ :anJ� TKat year� 
;inMianJ� baseG Hunanese SublisKeG a SamSKlet at tKe %aosKan tanJ Srint�
inJ Kouse in Hunan tKat was e[SliFitly meant to SoSulari]e tKe ConfuFian 
revival anG Felebrate Hunanese iGentity� Not FoinFiGentally� tKe SrintinJ 
Kouse was run by a ;ianJ Army veteran wKo KaG returneG from ;inMianJ� 
tKe anti� CKristian aFtivist =Kou Han��� TKe SamSKlet lists tKe ´FKief mas�
tersµ �shoushi� of tKe %aosKan tanJ by tKeir Kome Founties in Hunan³ anG 
every sinJle one was Sart of tKe ;inMianJ aGministration� inFluGinJ maJis�
trates� SrefeFts� intenGants� anG a future Jovernor�

TKose FKief masters were Sart of tKe Ϯrst Jeneration of oϲFials wKo 
Fame beyonG tKe Pass witK Liu -intanJ� TKey were ;ianJ Army veterans 
from tKe TaiSinJ era� or else Hunanese wKo KaG been reFruiteG GurinJ tKe 
Gansu reFonstruFtion� At tKat time� tKe army was alreaGy leG by a small 
FoKort of men from tKe same SlaFe wKo were all arounG tKe same aJe� born 
eitKer in tKe ����s like =uo or in tKe ����s� anG wKo KaG fouJKt tKe TaiSinJ 
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anG Nian��� TKese leaGers in turn reFruiteG almost e[Flusively from tKe 
Fore areas of NortKern Hunan arounG CKanJsKa� SartiFularly from tKeir 
own Kometowns Ϯfteen KunGreG miles away� mobili]inJ Sersonal Fon�
neFtions tKrouJK family� villaJes� anG sFKools to maintain tKe FolloFal 
inteJrity of a Hunanese ϮJKtinJ forFe far from Kome� =uo Sersonally 
reTuesteG reFruits not from Kis immeGiate surrounGinJs� but from YonJ�
GinJ anG NinJ[ianJ Counties� Often brotKers or Fousins MoineG toJetKer� 
anG so GiG fatKers anG sons� TKe brotKers :anJ TinJ[ianJ �b� ����� anG 
:anJ TinJ]an �b� ����� of ;ianJyin� for e[amSle� botK MoineG tKe army in 
Gansu anG later ϮnisKeG tKeir Fareers in ;inMianJ� wKile HuanJ GuanJGa 
�Fa� ����² ����� reSlaFeG Kis fatKer HuanJ :anyou as FommanGer wKen Ke 
GieG in battle in ����� muFK as Liu -intanJ took uS Kis unFle SonJsKan·s role�

In Gansu� after tKe rebel leaGer DonJ )u[ianJ switFKeG siGes anG MoineG 
forFes witK =uo� tKe Muslim leaGer Ma =Kan·ao followeG� anG between DonJ 
anG Ma� tKe si]e of tKe army nearly GoubleG��� TKese forFes SroveG to be 
FritiFal in tKe oFFuSation of Gansu anG reFonTuest of ;inMianJ� However� 
DonJ anG Ma·s oϲFers GiG not enter tKe SrovinFe·s Fivil bureauFraFy later 
on� as ;ianJ Army oϲFers GiG� but were assiJneG to Jarrisons� %y ����� tKe 
;ianJ Army tKus FomSriseG two boGies of SeoSle: one was a nuFleus of 
Hunanese FolloFals wKo sKareG iGeoloJy� worsKiS� anG often family ties� as 
well as tKe Fommon e[SerienFe of ϮJKtinJ aFross tKe emSire� TKese Huna�
nese KaG alreaGy beJun to reSroGuFe tKeir Fommunity by reFruitinJ from 
tKeir Kome Founties� TKe otKer boGy was maGe uS of Muslims from Gansu 
wKo KaG MoineG tKe 4inJ only wKen tKe failure of tKe Muslim uSrisinJs of 
tKe NortKwest seemeG inevitable� After ����� most Jarrison solGiers were 
still Hui� or at least Fame from Gansu� TKe same was true of tKe Hunanese 
oϲFials· known servants� FonFubines� anG Flerks� =uo·s SoliFies for tKe Fon�
trol of Muslims in Gansu KaG Fome to GeSenG on tKe FomSliFity of a boGy of 
loyal� armeG loFals� ´JooGµ Muslims wKo KelG wKat =uo FonsiGereG to be 
ortKoGo[ beliefs�

DurinJ tKe oFFuSation of Gansu� ;ianJ Army oϲFers beJan to seFure 
Sositions in tKe Fivil bureauFraFy of ;inMianJ� even tKouJK tKe reJion was 
not yet unGer 4inJ Fontrol� anG tKe imSerial Fourt KaG not yet aSSroveG 
tKe FamSaiJn of reFonTuest� Moreover� very few of tKeir number Sos�
sesseG tKe formal TualiϮFations neFessary to take uS an oϲFial Sost as of 
tKeir GeSarture from Hunan� Of tKe oϲFials wKo took uS Sosts in tKe 
;inMianJ Jovernment in ����� only one KaG aFKieveG tKe KiJKest GeJree in 
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tKe imSerial e[aminations� tKe jinshi��� AnotKer KelG tKe seFonG� KiJKest 
juren GeJree��� TKey were in tKe FomSany of a very small number of tKirG� 
level xiucai GeJree KolGers� wKile tKe bulk of tKe inGiviGuals JaininJ 
oϲFes in tKe future SrovinFial Jovernment were simSly army oϲFers 
wKo SurFKaseG tKeir GeJrees or reFeiveG tKem as rewarGs for battleϮelG 
SerformanFe� OϲFe SurFKase was not unusual in tKe 4inJ� but tKese 
;ianJ Army oϲFers mainly aFTuireG tKeirs tKrouJK tKe SatronaJe of 
tKeir FommanGers�

Several SrovinFial oϲFials in ���� were members of ManFKu banners 
wKose GeJrees TualiϮeG tKem for work in translation� sometKinJ of wKiFK 
most ;ianJ Army oϲFers were inFaSable� TKese bannermen were funF�
tionaries in =uo·s army� translation Flerks wKose work reFommenGeG tKem 
for Fivil serviFe later on� To Jive one e[amSle� Han]Kabu �b� ����� was a 
ManFKu of tKe %orGereG :Kite %anner� a Favalryman wKo SasseG tKe trans�
lation e[am anG was aSSointeG to a sFribal Sost in Gansu Srior to tKe Mus�
lim uSrisinJs��� Han]Kabu·s KeroiFs in ���� earneG Kim a Sromotion anG 
eventually an assiJnment to =uo·s reviveG army as it marFKeG into tKe 
NortKwest� =uo·s early aSSroval keSt Han]Kabu in ;inMianJ for tKe rest of 
Kis Fareer as Ke rose to a Founty� level Sosition of Kis own�

TKe seFonG Jeneration of SrovinFial oϲFials was also reFruiteG from 
Hunan in tKe Ϯrst few years after tKe reFonTuest� ����² ��� TKey universally 
SurFKaseG tKeir ranks anG moveG GireFtly from a Founty assoFiateG witK 
tKe ;ianJ Army��� TKey were followeG by a tKirG Jeneration� reFruiteG 
����² ��� most of wKom KaG been in tKe army but were transferreG GireFtly 
from Gansu� TKe ����s anG early ����s saw little reFruitment from tKe 
outsiGe³ only a KanGful of new Founty� level oϲFials arriveG in ;inMianJ� 
anG most of tKose were also ;ianJ Army veterans�

%eFause of tKe sSeFial reJulations JoverninJ aSSointments in ;inMianJ� 
it was very GiϲFult for oϲFials to leave tKe SrovinFe� :Ken an oϲFe 
oSeneG uS in NortKern ;inMianJ� a reSlaFement woulG be founG aFForGinJ 
to tKe ´Gansu )le[ibility Planµ �Gansu biantong zhangcheng�� one of tKe GireFt 
SreGeFessors of ;inMianJ·s own ´ϰe[ibility Slan�µ�� 4ualiϮeG oϲFeKolGers 
wKo KaG followeG tKe army into tKe NortKwest FoulG be retaineG in Gansu 
or ;inMianJ by orGer of tKe Jovernor� Liu -intanJ anG Kis suFFessors useG tKis 
rule e[tensively³ a new arrival woulG Kave tKe usual one� year trial SerioG� 
anG tKen Ke woulG enter tKe FoKort of ;inMianJ maJistrates� in� waitinJ� 
AFForGinJ to tKe Gansu Slan� for all oSen aSSointments� Sersonnel were to be 
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seleFteG from oϲFials alreaGy emSloyeG in similar Sositions witKin tKe Srov�
inFe� TKis meant tKat a maJistrate somewKere in ;inMianJ woulG be moveG 
elsewKere in ;inMianJ� anG often witKin tKe same FirFuit� As for tKe SoutK� 
anG for all newly establisKeG oϲFes� tKe ´-ilin )le[ibility Planµ � Jilin biantong 
zhangcheng� was emSloyeG� TKat Slan reFruiteG Sersonnel wKo GiG not yet 
KolG an oϲFe into tKe SrovinFe� after wKiFK tKey woulG be reaSSointeG 
aFForGinJ to tKe Gansu Slan� In tKeory� tKis system woulG brinJ in talenteG 
SeoSle from outsiGe� but in reality� it SerSetuateG e[istinJ networks of 
SatronaJe�

At tKe same time� tKe system of battleϮelG Sromotions tKat aGvanFeG 
many Fareers unGer =uo =onJtanJ FontinueG well into tKe SrovinFial era� 
OϲFials in ;inMianJ were Fonstantly beinJ SromoteG for tKeir aFtual or 
alleJeG SartiFiSation in military aFtions anG reFonstruFtion SroMeFts� )or 
e[amSle� CKen MinJyu �b� ����� NinJ[ianJ� entereG tKe ;ianJ Army in 
������� He beJan as a stiSenGiary �linsheng�� wKiFK is to say tKat Ke GiG well 
on tKe e[aminations anG attaineG tKe rank of liFentiate �xiucai�� tKouJK Ke 
founG no emSloyment in Fivil oϲFe� Twelve battleϮelG Sromotions raiseG 
Kim GireFtly tKrouJK tKe Fivilian ranks until by tKe FonTuest of ;inMianJ 
Ke was TualiϮeG for a Sosition as a FirFuit intenGant� DesSite CKen·s laFk of 
e[SerienFe in any bureauFratiF Sost� Ke was immeGiately aSSointeG to 
imSortant oϲFes anG sSent several years as tKe intenGant of Aksu� Mem�
bers of tKe seFonG anG tKirG Jenerations� wKo Jenerally SurFKaseG tKeir 
GeJrees� also beneϮteG from tKe blanket Sromotions Jiven to tKeir fellows� 
even tKouJK tKey were often not even Sresent for tKe aFtion in Tuestion�

If we FonsiGer Hunan� Hubei� AnKui� anG -ianJsu to be tKe Jreater Jeo�
JraSKiFal KomelanG of tKe ;ianJ Army Fommunity� tKen �� SerFent of tKe 
��� oϲFials witK known SlaFes of birtK from ���� to ���� sKareG a Fommon 
reJional oriJin� Hunan aFFounts for �� SerFent� CKanJsKa SrefeFture alone 
SroviGeG �� SerFent� wKile tKe larJest number of oϲFials Fame from ;ianJ�
yin County� wKere =uo =onJtanJ Kimself was born anG raiseG� �See maSs 
��� anG ����� EntrenFKment was aSSarent at every level of Jovernment� 
from tKe Jovernor·s oϲFe to tKe yamens of tKe Founty maJistrates� ;in�
MianJ was GiviGeG into four ´FirFuitsµ �dao�� eaFK witK its own intenGant 
wKo reSorteG to tKe SrovinFial FaSital: .asKJar� Aksu� Ili� TarbaJKatai� anG 
=KenGi CirFuits� EaFK KolGer of tKese oϲFes from tKe reFonTuest to tKe fall 
of tKe 4inJ was a member of tKe ;ianJ Army FliTue� inFluGinJ tKe .asKJar 
intenGant Yuan HonJyou �b� ������ wKo was tKe son of tKe former .asKJar 
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intenGant� Yuan YaolinJ �G� �������� MeanwKile� tKe ;ianJ Army leaGers 
KaG betrotKeG or SromiseG tKeir FKilGren to eaFK otKer GurinJ tKe oFFuSa�
tion of Gansu� anG in tKe miG� ����s� tKey beJan to marry anG settle in ;in�
MianJ��� TKe family relationsKiSs tKat KaG FKaraFteri]eG suFFession witKin 
=uo·s army also tySiϮeG tKe SrovinFial aGministration� anG oFFasionally 
fatKers anG sons� or brotKers� in� law� even oFFuSieG Sositions in tKe same 
FirFuit�

TKe ;inMianJ aGministration was a transSosition of tKe ;ianJ Army 
Fommunity tKat KaG formeG in tKe viFinity of CKanJsKa before anG GurinJ 
tKe TaiSinJ war� :anJ -iSinJ FKaraFteri]es tKis Fommunity as a soFial for�
mation witK its own internal GynamiFs anG ability to reSroGuFe itself� 

MAP ��� Number of oϲFials of known oriJin by SrovinFe of birtK� %aseG on 
FolleFteG arFKival GoFuments from tKe )irst HistoriFal ArFKives in %eiMinJ anG  
tKe National PalaFe Museum in TaiSei� MaS by EvanJeline MFGlynn� ProvinFial 
bounGaries from CHGIS�

                 
           

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



MAP ��� PlaFes of oriJin for ;inMianJ oϲFials from Hunan� %aseG on FolleFteG 
arFKival GoFuments from tKe )irst HistoriFal ArFKives in %eiMinJ anG tKe National 
PalaFe Museum in TaiSei� MaS by EvanJeline MFGlynn� County loFation Gata anG 
SrovinFial bounGaries from CHGIS�
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inFluGinJ Fommon SraFtiFes of worsKiS� familial ties� anG FonneFtions 
between teaFKers anG stuGents� A subset of tKis JrouS moveG JraGually 
into tKe NortKwest tKrouJK tKe FamSaiJns aJainst tKe Nian anG tKe 
 Muslims but maintaineG its intimate FonneFtion witK Kome tKrouJK Fon�
stant reFruitment from its leaGers· SlaFes of oriJin� In ;inMianJ� tKe same 
Fommunity·s soFial GynamiFs SersisteG� altKouJK reFruitment from tKe 
KomelanG was eventually reSlaFeG witK reSroGuFtion tKrouJK family� As 
;inMianJ beFame ´little Hunan�µ tKe GistanFe of tKe ;inMianJ Hunanese 
from tKeir Kome Jrew Jreater�

;inMianJ as a =one of LeJal E[FeStion

;inMianJ in tKe late 4inJ FomSriseG a SeFuliar sSaFe: It was now oϲFially 
witKin tKe system of routine leJal SroFeGures anG statutory laws anG Sun�
isKments tKat aSSlieG in tKe SrovinFes� anG yet it was simultaneously 
e[FeSteG from tKem� TKe ;ianJ Army ostensibly reFonstruFteG tKe reJion in 
orGer to assimilate its SeoSle tKrouJK Sersuasion� but its leaGersKiS arJueG 
tKat tKose SeoSle remaineG GanJerous anG tKerefore reTuireG KarsK SunisK�
ment� ;inMianJ tKerefore beFame a ]one of leJal e[FeStion� a SaraGo[iFal 
sSaFe in wKiFK SoliFies meant to aiG tKe Jreater Senetration of state institu�
tions relieG on tKe Gevolution of Sower anG leJitimate violenFe to loFal 
aJents��� TKis SaraGo[iFal situation seems Founterintuitive� even bi]arre� 
anG Fertainly insiGiously violent� anG yet it tySiϮes Folonial leJal reJimes�

TKe FKief teFKniTue of tKis leJal reJime³ anG tKe one tKat sent =Kou 
-inJ�tanJ into e[ile³ was ´e[eFution on tKe sSotµ � jiudi zhengfa�� tKe autKor�
ity of SrovinFial oϲFials to autKori]e FaSital SunisKment witKout tKe 
aSSroval of tKe emSeror� ´E[eFution on tKe sSotµ involveG tKe susSension 
of 4inJ law anG tKe transfer of tKe Sower over life anG GeatK into tKe 
KanGs of loFal aFtors in tKe serviFe of SroteFtinJ tKe rites �li�� tKat FomSle[ 
of beKaviors at tKe Keart of tKe army·s Fivili]inJ SroMeFt� However� tKe 
SraFtiFe Kas its oriJins in tKe 4inJ emSerors· strateJiF susSension of tKe 
law� Ϯrst in tKe early wars of FonTuest� anG tKen in Fases of tKe urJent 
neeG to SunisK violenFe� inFluGinJ GurinJ rebellions anG in borGerlanG 
areas wKere a murGer miJKt eruSt into a feuG��� Normally� in any Fase tKat 
miJKt result in FaSital  SunisKment� tKere was a statutory SroFess of review 
aFForGinJ to wKiFK tKe emSeror KaG to aSSrove every e[eFution� However� 
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tKrouJK tKe miG� nineteentK Fentury� a military oϲFer FoulG oFFasionally 
be SermitteG to Serform e[eFutions tKrouJK a SroFess FalleG ´reTuestinJ 
tKe kinJly FommanG to e[eFute immeGiatelyµ �
zhengfa�� TKis SraFtiFe was aSSlieG witK Jreater freTuenFy in tKe Inner 
Asian borGerlanGs� anG it eventually beFame FoGiϮeG: SeoSle wKo KaG 
GeatK sentenFes FommuteG to e[ile anG esFaSeG eitKer alonJ tKe way or 
from tKeir Senal farms were to be e[eFuteG immeGiately witKout review� 
%eFause ;inMianJ was suFK a Fommon site of e[ile� some tKinkers assoFi�
ateG ´e[eFutinJ immeGiatelyµ � jixing zhengfa� witK tKe reJion�

One of tKose tKinkers was Lin =e[u �����² ������ tKe Fommissioner wKo 
KaG GestroyeG %ritisK oSium on tKe Canton GoFks anG so sSarkeG oϸ tKe 
)irst OSium :ar �����² ������ Lin KaG reTuesteG Sermission for tKe immeGi�
ate e[eFution of Kis %ritisK Srisoners� but insteaG reFeiveG tKe SunisKment 
of e[ile to ;inMianJ for wKat tKe 4inJ Fourt FonsiGereG Kis GisruStive anG 
imSuGent aFt� In ����� =uo =onJtanJ met Lin� wKo now SresenteG Kimself 
as an e[Sert on ;inMianJ� Lin·s inϰuenFe on =uo·s aJriFultural sFKeme is 
well GoFumenteG³ Lin was fasFinateG witK � tKe unGerJrounG water 
FKannels of TurSan� anG botK saw tKe Sotential to irriJate tKe Gesert 
tKrouJK tKe art of water manaJement� Yet Ke also introGuFeG =uo to wKat 
Ke now FalleG ´e[eFution on tKe sSotµ � jiudi zhengfa�� wKiFK Lin FlaimeG was 
not an imSerial teFKniTue� but ratKer an e[SeGient measure GeviseG by 
loFal oϲFials in ;inMianJ in orGer to save Jovernment time anG resourFes��� 
TKat same year� Lin suFFessfully seFureG imSerial Sermission to imSlement 
tKis teFKniTue in Yunnan as a means to SunisK loFal rebels� It was meant to 
be a temSorary measure witK a Ϯve� year limit�

E[eFution on tKe sSot soon beFame one of tKe ;ianJ Army·s main teFK�
niTues of Jovernment� as it reali]eG in SraFtiFe jingshi tKeories about mini�
mal Jovernment wKile transferrinJ Sower over life anG GeatK into tKe 
KanGs of tKe self� GeFlareG SroteFtors of Fivili]ation� :Kerever tKe ;ianJ 
Army SusKeG baFk tKe TaiSinJ� =enJ Guofan imSlementeG a reJime of 
soFiomoral reFtiϮFation over anG aJainst imSerial law��� In ����� =enJ took 
uS Lin·s ´e[eFution on tKe sSotµ as a means to FonGuFt battleϮelG e[eFu�
tions of SeoSle wKo were notionally 4inJ subMeFts GurinJ a time of Frisis� 
=enJ anG several otKer SrovinFial Jovernors in Kis FliTue simultaneously 
reTuesteG blanket Sermission to GeleJate e[eFution to lower� level aFtors� 
inFluGinJ Jentry� TKe susSension of orGinary MuGiFial SroFeGure SermitteG 
tKe imSosition of rules intenGeG to SroteFt anG Sromote normative family 
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relationsKiSs as sSeFiϮeG by tKe rites� AltKouJK tKe initial orGer for e[eFu�
tion on tKe sSot FonFerneG ´banGitsµ �zei� anG JrouSs of violent men� anG so 
was Flearly meant to Fombat tKe TaiSinJ� its e[tension in Hunan anG aGMa�
Fent SrovinFes sSeFiϮeG SunisKments for se[ual imSroSriety� wife� sellinJ� 
anG Kuman traϲFkinJ in tKe name of soFial stability� E[eFution on tKe sSot 
SersisteG lonJ after tKe state of Frisis was over�

E[eFution on tKe sSot illustrates an imSortant FKaraFteristiF of tKe 
jingshi Sarty·s SoliFies: tKey were often ´SraFtiFalµ in tKe sense tKat tKey 
FurtaileG tKe involvement of tKe Fentral Jovernment in eFonomy anG soFi�
ety� wKiFK teFKniFally reGuFeG tKe state·s loJistiFal anG ϮnanFial burGens� 
However� tKeir funGamental SurSose was tKe orGerinJ of soFiety� In CKina 
SroSer� ´e[eFution on tKe sSotµ usually went tKrouJK tKree staJes: early 
on� it was useG to SroseFute a Fivil war� as eviGenFeG by KiJK numbers of 
mass e[eFutions� later� altKouJK violenFe beFame less Jeneral� it Jave loFal 
oϲFials sSeFial autKority to SunisK banGits� looters� anG slavers� anG only 
in its Ϯnal staJe GiG tKis emerJenFy measure beFome a normali]eG Sart of 
tKe SolitiFo� MuriGiFal system� As :eitinJ Guo Soints out� SrovinFial Jover�
nors· e[SresseG FonFerns witK tKe Sotential violenFe of ´rovinJ bravesµ 
� � lonJ after tKe enG of tKe war took aGvantaJe of oϲFials· own 
SreMuGiFes aJainst tKe Soor anG uSrooteG men wKo KaG ϮlleG tKeir 
armies��� Even after tKe war KaG enGeG� tKe same sSeFial measures were 
still aSSlieG in SartiFular ]ones to Fertain kinGs of subMeFts in tKe name of 
stability�

TKe same was true of Gansu� wKere ´e[eFution on tKe sSotµ was also 
enaFteG unGer tKe Gansu )le[ibility Plan��� In ����� lonJ after tKe war KaG 
enGeG� tKe Jovernor of Gansu FontinueG to Flaim tKat e[eFution on tKe sSot 
was neFessary so tKat oϲFials FoulG sSenG less time anG enerJy on aGMuGi�
FatinJ FaSital Fases anG more on Fivili]inJ tKe Muslims� After all� tKe Jover�
nor arJueG� wKile e[eFution on tKe sSot GiG not Fonform to tKe letter of tKe 
law� it JrasSeG� even SroteFteG� tKe essenFe of tKe law� TKe Muslim� maMority 
NortKwest was tKus FonstruFteG as an e[FeStion witKin imSerial sSaFe anG 
law: Gansu was a SrovinFe anG tKerefore Sart of tKe normal SolitiFo� MuriGiFal 
system� but its inKabitants· violent tenGenFies� it was FlaimeG� neFessitateG a 
sSeFial reJime of SunisKment� :Kere e[eFution on tKe sSot KaG been useG 
in CKina SroSer to SunisK immoral lower� Flass SeoSle� now in tKe NortK�
west it was GireFteG at Sutatively KeteroGo[ anG GanJerous Muslims�
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In ;inMianJ� it is not Flear tKat e[eFution on tKe sSot was ever useG as a 
battleϮelG measure³ insteaG� it was a routine teFKniTue from tKe beJin�
ninJ��� ;inMianJ·s Jovernors arJueG to %eiMinJ time anG aJain tKat tKe 
reJion was still in a state of FKaos anG violenFe� anG tKat tKe Musulmans 
were forever on tKe SreFiSiFe of rebellion� NevertKeless� tKe SrovinFe·s own 
Gata FKallenJe tKeir assertions: :Kere e[eFution on tKe sSot was aSSlieG 
GurinJ tKe TaiSinJ war� it aFFounteG for KunGreGs of e[eFutions eaFK sea�
son� but all of ;inMianJ from ���� to ���� only reSorteG an averaJe of twelve 
FaSital Frimes every year� Kalf of wKiFK resulteG in e[eFution on tKe sSot� 
Moreover� wKile tKe SrovinFial aGministration FlaimeG tKat e[eFution on 
tKe sSot was a means to manaJe tKe Musulmans� violent Frime was reSorteG 
at a vastly KiJKer rate in areas of CKinese settlement in tKe NortK� wKere 
leJal anG soFial institutions were weaker� %y Fontrast� tKe Musulman� 
maMority SoutK was FomSaratively very SeaFeful� Srobably beFause of tKe 
SresenFe of IslamiF leJal autKorities anG establisKeG meFKanisms for Gis�
Sute resolution��� )inally� Liu -intanJ anG Kis suFFessors arJueG to tKe Fourt 
tKat SroseFutinJ FaSital Frimes was too time� FonsuminJ� Jiven tKe neeG to 
reSort tKe Getails of tKe Fase to tKe SrovinFe� wKiFK in turn woulG seek 
aSSroval from %eiMinJ� In faFt� FommuniFations between tKe SrovinFial 
FaSital at DiKua anG any Jiven loFality were not SartiFularly slow: even 
before tKe Muslim uSrisinJs� it took about forty� seven Gays for a memorial 
to reaFK %eiMinJ from Ili on tKe otKer enG of tKe emSire��� ReForGs of FaSital 
SunisKment by statute from ;inMianJ after ���� sKow tKat tKe time between 
a murGer beinJ reSorteG anG tKe imSerially aSSroveG e[eFution was about 
eiJKt montKs� To FomSare it witK a Fentral CKinese SrovinFe� tKat was not 
muFK slower tKan Fases from Hubei in tKe same SerioG� wKiFK FoulG take 
as muFK as a year to SroFess��� TKat Gelay was sKorteneG after tKe introGuF�
tion of tKe teleJraSK� GesSite wKiFK e[eFution on tKe sSot FontinueG to be 
invokeG at tKe same rate until tKe enG of tKe 4inJ�

TKe freTuenFy anG JeoJraSKiFal Gistribution of e[eFution on tKe sSot 
leaG us to Tuestion its SurSoses furtKer� Several Fases SroseFuteG tKrouJK 
routine SroFeGure took well beyonG tKe statutory time limits to Flose� 
wKiFK suJJests tKat Kaste was not really a FonFern� TKe teFKniTue 
aFFounteG for over Kalf of all FaSital SunisKments in ;inMianJ� aFross tKe 
entire reJion� reJarGless of GistanFe from tKe FaSital� Moreover� FaSital 
Frimes in tKe same loFale miJKt be SunisKeG witK e[eFution eitKer ´on tKe 
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sSotµ or followinJ a reSort to %eiMinJ� :Kat tKen aFFounteG for tKe FKoiFe 
between e[FeStional or routine SunisKment"

One Fase from TurSan in ���� reveals tKe SolitiFs anG iGeoloJy beKinG 
suFK a GeFision��� A Hui man nameG Li )u was FKaraFteri]eG in tKe arFKive as 
a ´bare stiFkµ: a man of no Ϯ[eG aboGe� no familial FonneFtions� anG no 
emSloyable skills� One Gay Li murGereG a Musulman³ or Hui� GeSenGinJ on 
tKe GoFument³ over some buns� In tKis resSeFt� tKe Li )u Fase resembles 
Go]ens of otKers� in wKiFK SeoSle murGereG eaFK otKer out of KunJer anG 
Soverty� However� Kis Muslim viFtim� a man nameG Yࡃnus� was tKe only son 
of an elGerly FouSle� wKo were now GeSriveG of tKeir son·s suSSort as well as 
tKe Fontinuation of tKeir family line� In Fontrast� Li )u was no family man� 
but a miJrant laborer wKo KaG Fome from ;ininJ in searFK of work on botK 
siGes of tKe TiansKan Mountains� in tKis Fase takinJ uS an unskilleG Mob 
SaFkaJinJ tobaFFo� It took unGer a week for tKe TurSan SrefeFt to reFom�
menG e[eFution on tKe sSot� so tKat Li )u FoulG be maGe an e[amSle to tKe 
otKer miJrants� TKat a Grifter FoulG Srevent a Ϯlial son from FomSletinJ Kis 
Guties to Kis Sarents� Ke arJueG� FoulG not be FountenanFeG� as it KarmeG 
tKe rites� TKe Jovernor aSSroveG� anG Li )u was beKeaGeG SubliFly less tKan 
two montKs after Kis Frime� TKe e[eFution was reSorteG to %eiMinJ later on�

Li )u·s Fase is instruFtive: e[amininJ e[eFution on tKe sSot in tKe aJJre�
Jate sKows tKat it was aSSlieG GisSroSortionately to ´bare stiFksµ anG to 
tKose wKose Frimes GisruSteG familial relationsKiSs� In otKer worGs� it was 
a means to enforFe tKe FoKesion of tKe family� in aFForGanFe witK jingshi 
SrinFiSles� It tKerefore FovereG a ranJe of Frimes aJainst tKe iGeal soFial 
fabriF: tKe kiGnaSSinJ anG raSe of a younJ Jirl� a woman murGerinJ Ker 
KusbanG unGer Ker lover·s inϰuenFe� or out of Mealousy over Kis new seFonG 
wife� a boy killinJ Kis JranGfatKer GurinJ an arJument� GeatKs resultinJ 
from FonϰiFts between Fountless miJrant laborers� as well as oFFasional 
SroseFutions of tKe rovinJ banGit JanJs for wKiFK tKe measure was nomi�
nally intenGeG��� PerKaSs most strikinJly� a Gestitute man in .Kotan� in tKe 
miGst of a free]inJ winter� e[KumeG a ForSse anG stole its FlotKinJ in orGer 
to keeS warm��� He was KanJeG for JraverobbinJ� e[eFuteG as swiftly as if 
Ke KaG murGereG Kis motKer� InGiviGuals in ��� Fases were reSorteG to Kave 
been e[eFuteG� or else Jiven a liJKter sentenFe suFK as e[ile or imSrison�
ment� unGer tKis measure�

InGeeG� e[eFution on tKe sSot GiG not always result in FaSital SunisK�
ment� InsteaG� tKe SroFeGure also emSowereG tKe Jovernor to Ϯrst sentenFe 
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someone to GeatK� anG tKen issue a stay of e[eFution� TKis Sower of merFy 
was also tKe formal Gomain of tKe 4inJ sovereiJn� anG tKe ritual Srovision 
tKereof KaG for Fenturies been a means to reinteJrate tKe FonGemneG into 
tKe imSerial orGer��� Its usurSation by loFal aFtors in serviFe of tKe rites 
surely informeG MullaK Mࡃsa SayrčmҸ·s GeSiFtion of tKe sKift from a 4inJ� 
FentereG FoGiϮeG law to a kinG of sFriStural CKinese SKariaK� InGeeG� Kis 
Fontinuator� GKulčm MuєammaG .Kan� sSeFiϮFally names tKe failure to 
reSort e[eFutions to %eiMinJ as a siJn of ;inMianJ·s aGministration·s inGe�
SenGenFe from tKe emSeror��� SayrčmҸ anG GKulčm were SerFeStive: not 
only KaG tKe iGeoloJy anG institutions JoverninJ ;inMianJ FKanJeG� so KaG 
tKe teFKniTues� anG wKile most SrovinFial funFtions suFK as ta[ation funF�
tioneG Soorly� tKe state was Tuite FaSable of enaFtinJ violenFe�

;inMianJ was tKerefore ´e[FeStionalµ in tKe way tKat muFK of tKe terri�
tory tKe ;ianJ Army KelG GurinJ anG after tKe TaiSinJ :ar was e[FeS�
tional� E[eFution on tKe sSot in tKe form GisFusseG Kere was a SroGuFt of 
tKe aFtuali]ation of jingshi iGeas in tKe TaiSinJ era� It KaG been aSSlieG in 
Hunan� amonJ otKer SrovinFes� as well as Gansu anG ;inMianJ� It SroJresseG 
in most SlaFes from tKe SunisKment of ´rovinJ banGits�µ or ratKer enemy 
Fombatants in a Fivil war� to tKe SunisKment of Kuman traϲFkinJ� wife� 
sellinJ� anG otKer infraFtions aJainst tKe GeeSer moral SrinFiSles believeG 
to unGerJirG 4inJ law� Yet it was in ;inMianJ tKat tKis e[FeStional SunisK�
ment beFame a routine anG Sersistent teFKniTue of SolitiFs� a strateJiF 
means to aFKieve a sSeFiϮF soFial anG moral Joal over tKe lonJ term� ratKer 
tKan a means to manaJe e[FeStional violenFe in tKe sKort term� :Kere in 
CKina SroSer tKis teFKniTue was leJitimi]eG by Flaims about rovinJ men� 
in ;inMianJ tKose same FonFerns were SroMeFteG insteaG onto Muslims�

A SoutKern ProvinFe in tKe NortKwest

PunisKment of rovinJ men SroviGeG one moGel for oϲFials· treatment of tKe 
Musulmans� but manaJinJ GiϸerenFe in SoutKwest CKina oϸereG anotKer� 
Hunanese literati were after all familiar witK tKe Giverse  non� CKinese Seo�
Sles of Hunan anG tKe broaGer SoutK� wKom tKey iGentiϮeG FolleFtively as 
Miao anG Man� TKese SeoSles liveG witKin tKe SrovinFial system� as Musul�
mans GiG after ����� anG tKe FanoniFal FolleFtion of jingshi writinJs oϸereG 
e[tensive aGviFe on Kow to Jovern tKem alonJsiGe CKinese���
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)u Nai �����² ������ wKo was a maJistrate GurinJ tKe Miao USrisinJ of 
����² ����� SroviGeG salient aGviFe: ´If one Gesires a lastinJ SeaFe� tKe only 
way is to alter tKeir Fustoms anG Kabits� settle tKeir families� anG orGer 
tKeir minGs� Only tKen may we ¶JrasS· tKe Miao anG Jovern tKem�µ�� )u·s 
allusion to tKe Great Learning FonneFteG a strateJy of Fultural assimilation 
to tKis te[t� wKiFK formeG Keart of Neo� ConfuFian learninJ� He went on to 
SroviGe a tKorouJKly ConfuFian e[Slanation for tKe intraFtability of tKe 
Miao: tKe JreeG anG e[SroSriations of merFKants anG Setty oϲFials leG to 
a Srofusion of lawsuits� Ke arJueG� anG tKus Grove tKe Miao away from loFal 
Jovernment� InsteaG� )u SroSoseG� stations ouJKt to be set uS to reJulate 
FommerFe between CKinese anG Miao� to seSarate tKem in SreSaration for 
slow assimilation� TKe latter woulG be eϸeFteG Ϯrst tKrouJK reJular leF�
tures on morality� anG tKen tKe reFruitment of tKe most talenteG younJ 
Miao men into aFaGemies� ´TKe Miao will teaFK tKe Miao � � �  so tKe rites 
will Srevail� wKile tKe wiFkeGness faGes� anG tKere will be no GiϸerenFe 
between Miao anG CKinese�µ TKe resonanFes of )u Nai·s essay witK Lu Yao·s 
GisFussion of tKe Muslims are Flear: %otK autKors SroSoseG a struFtureG 
erosion of bounGaries leaGinJ to tKe transformation of Fustoms� In Fom�
Sarative Folonial terms� )u artiFulateG onFe aJain tKe essenFe of a Fivili]�
inJ mission� tKe eϸort to sKow tKe OtKer tKe self� eviGent trutK of tKe Gomi�
nant JrouS·s iGeoloJy anG tKus brinJ tKem to Gesire assimilation��� As tKe 
Hunanese GeϮneG wKat tKey wanteG tKese OtKers to be� tKey of Fourse 
aGvanFeG an iGeal vision of tKemselves�

SuFK a SoutKern moGel SrevaileG several times unGer tKis Ϯrst Jenera�
tion of Hunanese rulers� not least of all in =uo =onJtanJ·s system of 
sFKools� A series of SoliFy Frises anG tKe SoliFies artiFulateG to aGGress 
tKem sKoweG tKe SartiFular inϰuenFe of tKe ´Miao borGerlanGµ �Miaojiang� 
e[SerienFe in ;inMianJ� EaFK Frisis relateG to tKe Jeneral Sroblem of Gebt 
anG revenue� anG tKe relationsKiS of tKe SrovinFe anG its subMeFts to mer�
FKants� ;inMianJ·s traGe networks were GominateG by a new merFKant 
Fommunity from tKe town of YanJliuTinJ in TianMin� on CKina·s Gistant 
Foast��� A Jreat famine KaG FoinFiGeG witK tKe ;ianJ Army·s marFK 
tKrouJK Central CKina� anG many TianMinese FKose to leave Kome anG ´fol�
low tKe Jreat armyµ � � as traGers to suSSly tKe solGiers� TKe 
story of tKeir subseTuent miJration is still FelebrateG toGay in YanJliuTinJ 
anG in ;inMianJ� TKe YanJliuTinJ merFKants were tKe larJest JrouS� but 
tKey were not alone³ si]able JrouSs of traGers from SKaan[i� SKan[i� 
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GuanJGonJ� anG elsewKere maintaineG native� SlaFe assoFiations tKat 
linkeG tKem witK KomelanGs in CKina SroSer� :Kile tKese networks were 
nominally foFuseG on traGe in JooGs� tKe KistoriFal reForG Gemonstrates 
tKat moneylenGinJ� esSeFially to farmers� formeG a si]able Sart of tKeir 
aFtivities� anG tKat Gebt was a siJniϮFant sourFe of tKeir inFome� -ust as 
suFK merFKants FoulG be founG aFross CKina� so FoulG tKe FonseTuent 
Sroblems of wiGesSreaG inGebteGness�

One Frisis emerJeG in ���� in TurSan� anG SrovinFial oϲFials FonstrueG 
it as symStomatiF of a wiGesSreaG Gebt Sroblem� TKat year� a CKinese vil�
laJe KeaGman anG a merFKant brouJKt a farmer nameG AbGurraєҸm anG 
several otKer Musulmans before tKe maJistrate anG aFFuseG tKem of fail�
inJ to reSay tKeir loans��� AbGurraєҸm anG Kis fellow GefenGants FontesteG 
tKat tKe interest on tKose loans was unreasonably KiJK� anG tKat it woulG 
be imSossible to reSay tKem in Fotton or FasK� TKe maJistrate FKose to 
enforFe tKe loan FontraFt� Kowever� anG sent tKem Kome to YarJKol �YanJ�
Kai� witK an orGer to reSay tKeir Gebt� AbGurraєҸm anG Kis fellows� like 
inGebteG Musulmans all aFross tKe SrovinFe� tKen took matters into tKeir 
own KanGs anG attemSteG to burJle a Giϸerent CKinese merFKant��� TKe 
many arFKival Fases of burJlaries Jone wronJ sKow tKat CKinese mer�
FKants were temStinJ tarJets� as tKey often liveG in isolateG Kouses in 
Musulman� maMority areas anG KelG siJniϮFant amounts of FasK� wKile CKi�
nese oϲFials KaG GiϲFulty iGentifyinJ susSeFts� AbGurraєҸm·s Slan faileG� 
tKouJK� anG Kis Sarty of seventeen farmers ϰeG into tKe wilGerness for a 
year� Early in tKe winter of ����� tKey emerJeG aJain in a Gawn raiG on L�k�
FK�n� wKere tKey broke into tKe arsenal anG stole Juns anG Korses� anG 
tKen roGe for YarJKol� TKere tKey killeG tKirty� si[ CKinese� inFluGinJ tKe 
merFKant wKo KaG initially taken AbGurraєҸm to Fourt� anG burneG Gown 
tKeir Kouses� It took a montK for tKe autKorities to FaSture AbGurraєҸm anG 
Kis followers� most of wKom were Sut to GeatK immeGiately unGer ´e[eFu�
tion on tKe sSot�µ

ProvinFial oϲFials TuestioneG wKy tKe uSrisinJ KaG broken out in tKe 
Ϯrst SlaFe� TKeir susSiFions were raiseG early on: :Kile tKe maJistrate·s 
runners were still SursuinJ AbGurraєҸm·s Sarty� a JrouS of CKinese mer�
FKants from tKe area sent a Setition to tKe maJistrate tKat blameG ForruSt 
yamen staϸ for tKe outbreak of violenFe� TKat Flaim GiG not rinJ true to 
oϲFials� wKo noteG tKe rebels· involvement in tKe Srevious year·s Gebt Gis�
Sute� InsteaG� tKe subseTuent investiJation SinneG resSonsibility sTuarely 
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on illiFit Follaboration between CKinese merFKants anG tKe loFal maJis�
trate Kimself� wKo was striSSeG of Kis Sosition�

In a memorial to %eiMinJ� Tao Mo SroSoseG e[tensive new restriFtions on 
CKinese merFKants· lenGinJ to Musulmans��� TKe Musulmans� Ke arJueG� 
were simSle anG Sliable SeoSle unaFFustomeG to usury� wKiFK after all is Sro�
KibiteG by Islam: ´TKe CKantou only Slans for Sresent FonvenienFe� He Goes 
not Say attention to future Sroblems�µ Tao� followinJ )u Nai� maGe an anal�
oJy between tKe Musulmans anG tKe Miao� �Of Fourse� Kis FKaraFteri]ation 
of tKe Miao was also baseG on Fommon stereotySes of SeriSKeral SeoSles���� 
As of tKe enG of tKe Miao USrisinJ� it was SroKibiteG for CKinese to lenG 
money to Miao FKiefs� Ke arJueG� anG it woulG be wise to Jrant all Musul�
mans tKe same status� :Kile tKe Fourt in %eiMinJ GiG not aSSrove of JrantinJ 
a new leJal status to Musulmans� tKe SrovinFial Jovernment imSlementeG a 
SroJram to Flear Musulmans· Gebt anG SroKibit future lenGinJ� However� 
ϮnanFial GiϲFulties soon maGe it GiϲFult to imSlement suFK a SoliFy�

TKis FonsFious SlaFement of ;inMianJ into a SoutKern molG meant tKat 
tKe reJion GiG not Fease beinJ a borGerlanG³ ratKer� it beFame a Giϸerent 
kinG of borGerlanG� TKis was formally true in tKe sense tKat Musulmans 
were no lonJer unGer tKe MurisGiFtion of tKe Lifanyuan� but insteaG beFame 
subMeFts witKin tKe SrovinFial system� Moreover� it meant movinJ from one 
moGe of e[Flusion anG inFlusion to anotKer� from a SluralistiF moGe of Jov�
ernment into an emSKatiFally assimilationist one in wKiFK stanGarGs were 
set not by tKe Fenter� but by tKe Sriorities anG e[SerienFes of tKe Hunanese 
rulinJ Fommunity�

Reform :itKin tKe -inJsKi GrouS

A ϮsFal anG SolitiFal Frisis SreFiSitateG by a Fombination of imSerial anG 
loFal faFtors leG tKe SrovinFial Jovernment not to unGermine merFKant 
Sower� but insteaG to rely on it� TKe Hunanese in ;inMianJ by tKe ����s were 
GeeSly entrenFKeG in tKe SrovinFial bureauFraFy� So muFK TuiFkly beFame 
aSSarent to Governor Tao Mo� Tao� from -ianJsu� was never Tuite as Fentral 
to tKe ;ianJ Army FliTue as Kis Hunanese SreGeFessors� GesSite =uo·s 
SatronaJe��� %y tKe time Tao Fame into oϲFe in ����� Ke KaG sSent over a 
GeFaGe in =Kili anG SKaan[i� anG in tKe meantime tKe Hunanese members 
of tKe FliTue KaG beFome resistant to e[ternal interferenFe� OϲFials of 
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Hunanese oriJin TuiFkly memoriali]eG tKe Fourt to reTuest tKat Liu -in�
tanJ be reinstateG as Jovernor� anG soon after� Tao Kimself reTuesteG Gis�
missal��� His Jiven reason was Kis frustration witK tKe %ritisK inFursion 
into .anMut� wKiFK ;inMianJ·s Jarrison solGiers were meant to Fombat� Tao·s 
GiϲFulties sSranJ from tKe army·s unwillinJness to follow Kis FommanGs� 
TKe army was still staϸeG in tKe maMority by ;ianJ Army veterans� wKo KaG 
now been settleG in tKe reJion for Ϯfteen years� DonJ )u[ianJ·s Hui 
KaG likewise beFome an inFreasinJly inGeSenGent Sower in YarkanG anG 
.Kotan��� NevertKeless� Tao sSoke tKe lanJuaJe of jingshi� anG it was in tKis 
SaraGiJm tKat Ke resSonGeG to tKe ϮnanFial Frises of tKe ����s�

:itKout tKe suSSort of otKer members of tKe SrovinFial aGministration� 
Tao reaFKeG out to merFKant JrouSs� wKo in CKina SroSer KaG lonJ sinFe 
beFome inGisSensable to tKe everyGay oSerations of loFal Jovernment��� 
TKese merFKant JrouSs beFame FritiFal to maintaininJ tKe SrovinFe·s Ϯnan�
Fial stability� It KaG been aJreeG in ���� tKat tKe SrovinFe woulG reFeive an 
annual subsiGy of ��������� taels from CKina SroSer��� :Kile tKere was teFK�
niFally a lanG ta[ in SlaFe to suSSlement tKe subsiGy� e[FeStions to tKe ta[ 
were very freTuent: aFFess to water was unstable in ariG areas� muFK of tKe 
lanG FKosen for ´reFlamationµ was unworkable� SeoSle tenGeG to move away 
from tKeir SlaFes of resettlement� anG tKe system for reSortinJ anG remit�
tinJ ta[es was frauJKt witK tKe usual Sroblems of tKe imSerial KierarFKy� 
OϲFials freTuently lowereG a Jiven Slot of lanG·s ta[ Tuota followinJ 
ϰooGs or GrouJKts� unGer tKe mistaken assumStion tKat later ta[es woulG 
make uS tKe GiϸerenFe� Moreover� inϰation all over tKe 4inJ was Gevalu�
inJ loFal oϲFials· alreaGy� meaJer salaries� As a result� many turneG to sell�
inJ Jovernment� FontrolleG lanG for Sersonal Jain��� MeanwKile� merFKants 
easily avoiGeG internal traGe tariϸs �lijin�� anG so tKese SroviGeG almost no 
revenue wKatsoever� TKerefore� beFause tKe Fost of levyinJ tKe tariϸ was 
aFtually KiJKer tKan revenue GeriveG from it� Tao Mo abolisKeG it in �������

Tao·s GeFision was aGGeG to tKe jingshi Fanon beFause it GevolveG autKority 
furtKer from tKe formal meFKanisms of Jovernment to aG KoF SartnersKiSs 
between oϲFials anG nonstate aFtors� MerFKants· native� SlaFe assoFiations 
anG temSles KelG tKeir own enGowments of lanG� anG it was tKeoretiFally 
Sossible to FonvinFe tKem to summon tens of tKousanGs of taels in Fontribu�
tions� more tKan tKe internal tariϸ brouJKt in in a year��� In sKort� merFKant 
networks KaG siJniϮFant FasK on KanG anG a JooG loJistiFal aSSaratus for 
tKe movement of JooGs wKen tKe SrovinFial Jovernment simSly GiG not� 
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TKerefore� Tao enFouraJeG merFKants to SurFKase Jovernment� owneG Jrain 
at reGuFeG Fost anG transSort it aFross tKe Gesert in tKe Jovernment·s SlaFe��� 
TKat woulG brinJ in revenue anG take tKe burGen oϸ of tKe SrovinFe to Gis�
tribute Jrain� but it essentially Sut Srivate interests in FKarJe of a Jovern�
ment Guty� :Kile Tao GeFrieG merFKants· e[Sloitation of orGinary Musul�
mans� Ke still founG tKem suSremely useful� or at least aGmitteG tKat tKey 
KaG beFome inGisSensable� Moreover� wKile tKese measures were Gissonant 
witK tKe ;ianJ Army·s iGeals of SrovinFeKooG� tKey resembleG establisKeG 
SraFtiFes in real SrovinFes�

Tao Mo may Kave meant Kis Follaboration witK merFKants to be temSo�
rary� but by tKe enG of Kis time in oϲFe� FonGitions KaG GeteriorateG fur�
tKer� %etween ���� anG ����� as tKe 4inJ struJJleG to Say tKe Sino� -aSanese 
:ar inGemnity� ;inMianJ·s subsiGy was reGuFeG to one� tKirG of wKat it KaG 
been��� %eiMinJ instruFteG tKe alreaGy� imSoverisKeG reJion to aGoSt auster�
ity measures: reGuFe Sersonnel anG raise ta[es� TKe new Jovernor� Rao 
YinJTi� refuseG� He arJueG tKat ;inMianJ was unable to GisSense witK tKe 
remnants of tKe ;ianJ Army� as tKere were eϸeFtively no loFal militias� 
InsteaG� Ke unGertook a number of SartnersKiSs witK mainly foreiJn Fom�
merFial interests in an attemSt to mine ;inMianJ·s natural resourFes anG 
enriFK tKe SrovinFe·s treasuries� TKese faileG�

TKe %o[er inGemnity anG tKe subseTuent furtKer reGuFtion in ;inMianJ·s 
subsiGy forFeG tKe KanG of Rao·s suFFessor� Pan ;iaosu� As ;inMianJ FoulG no 
lonJer Say its outsi]eG forFe of Jarrison solGiers� in ���� Pan GisbanGeG Kalf 
of tKem� He intenGeG to reorJani]e tKe rest into farminJ Folonies anG so 
make tKe borGerlanG Jarrison botK KereGitary anG self� suϲFient� as =uo 
=onJtanJ KaG oriJinally KoSeG� However� even tKis Slan FoulG not be 
funGeG� Pan was forFeG to reintroGuFe tKe internal tariϸ anG inFrease lanG 
ta[es� wKile Ke attemSteG to Fentrali]e Fontrol over SrovinFial ϮnanFes� As 
later GoFuments reveal� GurinJ tKis SerioG loFal oϲFials often solG 
Jovernment� KelG lanG for tKeir own SroϮt anG FonsSireG witK merFKants 
anG loFal Musulman elites alike to e[Sloit farmers for sKort� term revenue 
anG Sersonal Jain� LonJstanGinJ FomSlaints about tKe SrovinFe·s inability 
to FolleFt ta[es were revealeG as Sroblems of ForruStion anG ϮsFal GisFi�
Sline� as networks of ;ianJ Army veterans anG tKeir families anG assoFi�
ates avoiGeG SrovinFial sFrutiny of tKeir ϮnanFes�

In ����� Pan establisKeG tKe General OϲFe for AJriFulture anG Animal 
HusbanGry �tun mu zongju� in an eϸort to Founter loFal oϲFials· ForruStion��� 
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TKe new oϲFe establisKeG a Sarallel ta[ aGministration� staϸeG by oϲFials 
loyal to tKe Jovernor� tKat FirFumventeG tKe subreJional autKority of tKe Fir�
Fuit intenGants� Two ;ianJ Army veterans� Pan =Ken �����² ����� from DanJ tu� 
AnKui� anG Liu CKenJTinJ �����² ����� from ;ianJyin�� were Jiven Fontrol 
over tKe NortK anG tKe SoutK� resSeFtively� %otK KaG a staϸ of Flerks  stationeG 
in eaFK Founty anG SrefeFture to manaJe tKe surveyinJ anG SurFKasinJ of 
lanG anG livestoFk� SlanninJ for new irriJation works� anG even tKe reFruit�
ment of militias� NevertKeless� tKis measure too faileG to e[tenG tKe Fontrol 
of tKe SrovinFial FaSital�

EϸeFtively� jingshi SoliFies KaG Ϯrst GevolveG tKe autKority anG Guties of 
Jovernment from tKe Fenter to tKe loFality� nominally in orGer to make 
aGministration more eϲFient� However� tKose SoliFies were untenable: It 
turneG out tKat tKe jingshi revolution from tKe miGGle� in wKiFK FaSable 
oϲFials were trusteG to stabili]e anG transform tKeir loFalities� ultimately 
GeSenGeG on tKe formal maFKinery of tKe emSire to funFtion� TKe GeFen�
trali]ation SoliFies leG to tKe furtKer entrenFKment of loFal interests to tKe 
Getriment of tKe basiF funFtioninJ of Jovernment� InGeeG� insteaG of re� 
FreatinJ ;inMianJ as a formal SrovinFe witK wKat was notionally at least a 
meritoFratiF� rational system of aSSointments unGer Fentral Fontrol� 
reFonstruFtion KaG SroGuFeG sometKinJ like a Fovert lanGeG aristoFraFy or 
a maϮa� a set of families wKo useG oϲFial Sositions witK minimal oversiJKt 
to Gerive SroϮt from tKe lanG anG resourFes unGer tKeir Fontrol� MarriaJes� 
reFruitment� anG tKe ´ϰe[ibleµ SoliFy of internal Sromotion ossiϮeG tKe 
;inMianJ aGministration tKrouJK tKe beJinninJ of tKe twentietK Fentury� 
TKe network of SatronaJe tKat KaG beJun witK =uo Kimself anG was main�
taineG by Fommon oriJins anG SraFtiFes turneG into an oSaTue JoverninJ 
elite� MeanwKile� tKe emSire as a wKole was movinJ on� anG as tKe Huna�
nese Fommunity struJJleG to maintain ;inMianJ SrovinFe� %eiMinJ maneu�
vereG to GisloGJe tKem entirely�

TKe )all of tKe Hunanese anG Rise of  
tKe ImSerial CosmoSolitans

MuFK of wKat we know about tKe Hunanese rulinJ Fommunity in ;inMianJ 
FirFa ���� Fomes from attemSts by tKe 4inJ Fourt to loosen its JriS on tKe 
SrovinFe by investiJatinJ ForruStion anG aSSointinJ non² ;ianJ Army 
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oϲFials to its KiJKest Sositions� TKose eϸorts KelSeG foster a new GisFourse 
of ;inMianJ as a ´Folonyµ �zhimindi� anG a FonFomitant sKift in SoliFy� How�
ever� tKe ;ianJ Army Fommunity·s FontinueG Fontrol of lower� level oϲFial 
Sositions temSereG reform anG sKaSeG tKe faFtional struJJle over Kow to 
GeϮne anG rule tKe reJion�

TKe Hunanese KaG lonJ sinFe aGmitteG tKat tKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt was 
essentially a failure� Over two GeFaGes of senGinJ Musulman boys to Confu�
Fian sFKools KaG not SroGuFeG tKe moral men tKat =uo =onJtanJ KaG 
wisKeG for� In ����� witK tKe witKGrawal of imSerial subsiGies� tKe Srovin�
Fial Jovernment Fut funGinJ to tKe sFKools GrastiFally��� ´You Fan leaG tKe 
SeoSle to follow [tKe relations]�µ Governor Rao remarkeG� ´but you Fannot 
make tKem reFoJni]e [tKeir value]µ � �� 
InsteaG� tKe SrovinFial Jovernment in ���� GeFiGeG to formali]e tKe stu�
Gents· JrowinJ inϰuenFe in loFal Jovernment� anG tKey beFame villaJe 
KeaGmen� irriJation FKiefs� or otKer submaJisterial funFtionaries��� TKe 
beJs were reKireG as Flerks anG runners in tKe yamens� anG maJistrates 
learneG to aFFommoGate loFal Fultures anG SraFtiFes� muFK as tKeir Foun�
terSarts KaG amonJ tKe Miao���

TKis on� tKe� JrounG reorJani]ation was insuϲFient to save tKe Srovin�
Fial Jovernment� Soon tKe GysfunFtion witKin tKe ;ianJ Army FliTue was 
e[SoseG tKrouJK tKe eϸorts of a new Jovernor� Jeneral in SKaan[i: SonJfan 
�����² ����� in oϲFe ����² ������ a ManFKu anG 4inJ loyalist witK no ties to 
tKe NortKwest� SonJfan eϸeFteG tKe Gismissal of Governor Pan ;iaosu on 
FKarJes of embe]]lement��� He immeGiately aSSointeG a newFomer in Pan·s 
SlaFe� :u Yinsun �����² ����� in oϲFe ����² ���� :u KaG KelG KiJK oϲFe 
before� but most of Kis Fareer KaG been sSent in tKe SoliFe traininJ seFtion 
of tKe GuanJGonJ Military AFaGemy� :u suGGenly founG Kimself in ���� 
transferreG to DiKua� anG tKen SromoteG tKe ne[t year to aFtinJ Jovernor� 
;ianJ Army GominanFe of tKe Jovernor·s seat was over�

:u immeGiately set about SromotinJ tKe New PoliFies �xinzheng�� a Sro�
Jram of emSire� wiGe reform tKat inFluGeG tKe broaG imSlementation of 
SubliF eGuFation� TKese reFeiveG suSSort in ;inMianJ only from tKe Fourt·s 
loyalists� suFK as tKe OlG TorJKut ruler Palta �����² ����� anG tKe Ili Jener�
als��� TKe Hunanese FlaimeG� as tKey KaG in tKe faFe of every new SoliFy� tKat 
;inMianJ was too Soor anG remote to take on any furtKer aGministrative 
burGens� TKey were not wronJ³ ;inMianJ oSerateG at a GeϮFit� SrovinFeKooG 
KaG turneG out to be imSraFtiFal� anG muFK of tKe New PoliFies GemanGeG 
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siJniϮFant institutional reforms witKout SroviGinJ funGinJ to suSSort 
tKem� Yet tKeir reaFtion reϰeFteG a FontinuinJ resistanFe to Fentral Fontrol� 
IroniFally� wKile a ϮsFal Frisis KaG SromSteG tKe Hunanese to Sursue Fen�
trali]ation anG state� builGinJ on tKeir own� tKey resenteG similar attemSts 
by tKe imSerial Jovernment to Jenerate revenue�

It is KarG to say wKetKer tKe Hunanese reJime in ;inMianJ beJan to 
GeFline on aFFount of SolitiFal intriJue or simSly natural Fauses� In ����� 
tKe averaJe ´olG ;ianJ Armyµ veteran was arounG si[ty to eiJKty years of 
aJe� Many of tKe lonJest� servinJ anG KiJKest� rankinJ oϲFials SasseG away 
witKin a few years of one anotKer��� Lower� rankinJ oϲFials were alreaGy in 
tKeir Ϯfties� TKe Jeneration of Hunanese after tKem� wKo rarely aFKieveG 
Founty� level ranks� also laFkeG tKe military e[SerienFe tKat bounG tKeir 
suSeriors toJetKer� TKey� alonJ witK tKe Henanese� Gansunese� anG =KeMi�
anJese wKo maGe uS most of tKe FoKort of 4inJ oϲFials after ����� KaG 
almost universally SurFKaseG tKeir ranks� buyinJ tKeir way GireFtly to a 
low� level Sost in ;inMianJ� :Ken olGer ;ianJ Army veterans oFFuSieG toS 
oϲFes well into tKeir seventies� tKere was little room for aGvanFement� anG 
so younJer oϲFials from tKis fourtK Jeneration laFkeG tKe oSSortunity to 
form a JoverninJ FoKort of tKeir own�

MeanwKile� %eiMinJ wanteG FKanJe� ;inMianJ·s ne[t Jovernor was Liankui 
�b� ����� in oϲFe ����² ���� a ManFKu oϲFial nearinJ tKe enG of Kis Fareer� 
Liankui KaG Sreviously KelG KiJK oϲFes in Gansu� but Ke maintaineG little 
FonneFtion witK tKe Hunanese� Liankui was tKouJKt to be busily aSSointinJ 
ManFKus to SrovinFial oϲFes in SlaFe of tKe CKinese bureauFrats� muFK to 
tKe satisfaFtion of tKe Musulmans��� However� some saw Kim as a ratKer riGiF�
ulous FKaraFter wKo KelG little FonviFtion of Kis own� Liankui·s own ϮnanFial 
Fommissioner :anJ SKu·nan �����² ��� in oϲFe ����² ���� tKe seFonG� KiJKest 
oϲFial in tKe SrovinFe� FKaraFteri]eG Kim as a ´muGGle� KeaGeG� meGioFre� 
worn� out imbeFile�µ�� PerKaSs beFause Liankui·s own voiFe or FonviFtions 
were weak� Kis memorials to tKe tKrone are GominateG by a Sair of Fontra�
GiFtory voiFes wKo aGvanFeG FomSetinJ Slans for ;inMianJ·s future� NeitKer 
voiFe belonJeG to tKe ;ianJ Army� One of tKe Fombatants was :anJ SKu·nan� 
tKe otKer� EGuFation Commissioner Du TonJ �����² ����� in oϲFe ����² ���� 
:anJ anG Du were botK reSresentatives of tKe FosmoSolitan reformism of 
tKe very late 4inJ� but tKey FoulG not Kave been more Giϸerent from eaFK 
otKer� :anJ SKu·nan� by Kis own aFFount� Fame from a lonJ line of sFKolar� 
oϲFials� anG Ke FonsiGereG Kimself a GistinJuisKeG literatus wKo SursueG 
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interests as Giverse as FlimatoloJy anG Greek SKilosoSKy��� At tKe same time� 
:anJ KaG a lonJstanGinJ reSutation for bribery anG embe]]lement� In ;in�
MianJ� Ke aJain e[traFteG larJe sums of money from tKe SrovinFial treasury 
anG built a network of inϰuenFe amonJ SrovinFial oϲFials� wKile Kis intelleF�
tual Sretensions seFureG Kis reSutation as a visionary�

Du TonJ was tKe Ϯrst to oFFuSy tKe new Sost of eGuFational Fommis�
sioner� wKiFK tKe New PoliFies KaG FreateG in an eϸort to establisK univer�
sal sFKoolinJ� Du was an aFaGemiFian of tKe imSerial Hanlin AFaGemy� but 
Ke was amonJ tKe GeGiFateG eGuFationalists seleFteG to stuGy new SeGa�
JoJiFal metKoGs in -aSan��� He was GeeSly imSresseG by MeiMi -aSan·s 
aFFomSlisKments anG tKe soFioSolitiFal eϸeFts of -aSanese eGuFation anG 
militari]ation� wKiFK Ke tKen souJKt to imSlement in ;inMianJ� :Kile tKe 
;ianJ Army² GominateG Jovernment KaG all but abanGoneG tKe olG Confu�
Fian sFKools� Du establisKeG KunGreGs of new sFKools foFuseG on teaFKinJ 
liberal arts anG SraFtiFal skills� inFluGinJ instruFtion tKrouJK tKe meGium 
of tKe sSoken anG written TurkiF lanJuaJe� To Du TonJ� Musulmans Sos�
sesseG tKe basiF moral inFlinations sKareG by all Kuman beinJs� anG so inte�
JratinJ tKem into tKe reviveG 4inJ was a matter of JraGual awakeninJ to 
an iGentity sKareG witK SeoSle aFross tKe emSire� witK tKe enG Joal of Fre�
atinJ a stronJ national iGentity�

In Fontrast� :anJ SKu·nan saw ;inMianJ not as an inseSarable Sart of tKe 
national boGy� but as an aFFessory to it� tKe 4inJ·s Folony³ inGeeG� Ke was 
tKe Ϯrst to use tKe term  �zhimindi� in CKinese wKen referrinJ to ;inMi�
anJ� :anJ arJueG from a GeveloSmentalist SersSeFtive rooteG in Kis reaG�
inJ of Herbert SSenFer��� He too aGvoFateG abanGoninJ ConfuFian eGuFation 
as a waste of funGs� but also forJoinJ eGuFation for most Musulmans beyonG 
tKe skills neFessary to e[Sloit resourFes for tKe emSire� Musulmans were� in 
Kis formulation� akin to tKe autoFKtKones of SoutK AfriFa or InGoFKina� 
wKile tKe CKinese were tKe ´:Kitesµ �bai ren�� AFForGinJ to :anJ� ;inMianJ·s 
situation� in wKiFK a small number of ´:Kitesµ JoverneG a ´nativeµ maMor�
ity� reTuireG autoFratiF rule on tKe moGel of %ritisK InGia or )renFK Annam� 
Only tKrouJK autoFraFy FoulG tKe Musulmans be brouJKt to a level of ´Fivi�
li]ationµ � � neFessary for SartiFiSation in tKe SlanneG Fonstitutional 
monarFKy� :anJ also asserteG tKat Fultural GiϸerenFe was raFial anG inKer�
ent� anG tKat SroJress for non� CKinese was unlikely� His iGea of ´Fivili]a�
tionµ was not tKat of a SroFess of transformation� by� teaFKinJ � jiaohua�� but 
tKat of an essential Tuality or state JaineG JraGually tKrouJK GisFiSline anG 
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eFonomiF GeveloSment� :anJ tKerefore aGvoFateG a moGel for state� Griven 
FaSitalist GeveloSment on tKe baFks of Musulman workers� wKiFK Ke Sro�
SoseG woulG be aFKieveG tKrouJK tKe state� merFKant Follaborations tKen 
SoSular in tKe 4inJ��� If anytKinJ� Kis Slan was to make ;inMianJ a FlassiF 
site of Folonial e[Sloitation tySiϮeG by tKe foFuseG e[traFtion of sSeFiϮF 
resourFes���

:Kile Liankui anG Du TonJ were botK aliJneG witK tKe Fourt� sSonsoreG 
reform SroMeFt� Du enMoyeG little suSSort amonJ oϲFials��� Du·s insSeFtion 
in ���� founG tKat only a KanGful of iGealists KaG imSlementeG tKe New Poli�
Fies� inFluGinJ tKe non� CKinese Ili Jeneral anG tKe TorJKut MonJol ruler 
Palta alonJsiGe only two maJistrates� In Fontrast� tKe imSerial Fensor Rui�
[ian GisFovereG tKat :anJ SKu·nan enMoyeG a wiGe network of inϰuenFe 
tKrouJK bribery anG oϲFe� traGinJ��� Nearly all of tKe oϲFials in Kis network 
Fame from tKe Sost� ���� Jeneration anG FirFulateG between a set of oϲFes in 
DiKua� YarkanG� GKulMa� anG .Kotan� DurinJ tKe last years of tKe 4inJ� tKese 
maJistrates ϰitteG raSiGly from one enG of tKe SrovinFe to tKe otKer� Sur�
FKasinJ ever� KiJKer oϲFes anG rarely reSortinJ for Guty� If one e[treme 
Fase� tKere were four maJistrates in DiKua County in ���� alone� Moreover� 
tKese alleJeG FonsSirators eitKer were SreFisely tKose FensureG by Du TonJ 
for failure to imSlement tKe New PoliFies or were Flosely assoFiateG witK 
tKose wKo were� PoliFy anG Sersonal interest aliJneG to Freate two GistinFt 
faFtions� neitKer of wKiFK maSSeG Flearly onto tKe olG ;ianJ Army elite�

TKanks to tKe ;inKai Revolution� wKiFK toSSleG tKe 4inJ� :anJ anG Kis 
assoFiates were never SroseFuteG� InsteaG� Du TonJ left in frustration� 
wKile Liankui was reSlaFeG by Yuan DaKua �����² ����� in oϲFe ����² ���� 
Yuan arriveG in DiKua Must as tKe %rotKers anG ElGers SoFiety �Gelao hui� 
beJan uSrisinJs tKat brouJKt tKe tiGe of revolution to tKe emSire·s fartKest� 
ϰunJ Forners� TKe SoFiety took root in tKe new Ili MoGel Army� wKiFK 
reFeiveG a larJe number of solGiers from Hunan anG Hubei��� MeanwKile� 
;ianJ Army ties brouJKt in revolutionary� minGeG intelleFtuals wKo serveG 
tKe ReSubliFan Fause from witKin tKe Fivil aGministration� :Kile Huna�
nese inϰuenFe waneG in tKe KiJKer levels of Jovernment� Hunanese never�
tKeless ϮlleG newly FreateG Sositions in tKe miG� level bureauFraFy� esSe�
Fially tKe new MuGiFial system��� TKus Hunanese SoliFe� oϲFials� anG 
solGiers FonsSireG to overtKrow tKe 4inJ� TKey were oSSoseG by :anJ 
SKu·nan·s FliTue� inFluGinJ Yuan DaKua� wKo fully embraFeG :anJ·s Sro�
Jram anG abolisKeG all tKat Du TonJ KaG trieG to builG� In tKeir SlaFe� Yuan 
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outlineG tKree JuiGinJ SoliFies for JoverninJ ;inMianJ� tKe foremost beinJ 
´Foloni]ationµ �zhimin����

In ;inMianJ� tKe revolutionaries lost� even as tKe 4inJ fell� FreatinJ a sit�
uation in wKiFK tKe monarFKist YanJ =enJ[in �����² ����� in oϲFe ����² ��� 
ruleG tKis borGerlanG in tKe name of tKe ReSubliF� YanJ� tKen tKe Aksu 
intenGant� was amonJ tKe Sost� ���� oϲFials wKom Rui[ian aFFuseG of For�
ruStion� anG Ke brouJKt witK Kim many otKer members of :anJ·s network: 
=Ku RuiFKi �G� ����� was later YanJ·s ́ moGel oϲFialµ anG even serveG brieϰy 
as tKe Jovernor at tKe enG of Kis life��� Liu :enlonJ �b� ����� %alinJ� 
remaineG a Srominent ϮJure in tKe ;inMianJ Jovernment tKrouJK ����� 
:anJ %uGuan �b� ����� rose to tKe rank of TarbaJKatai IntenGant� wKere Ke 
JraGually Jrew more inGeSenGent of YanJ� Pan =Ken� a ;ianJ Army aϲli�
ate wKose oSium aGGiFtion brouJKt Kim into tKe embe]]lement sFKeme� 
beFame tKe KeaG of tKe SrovinFial Ministry of )inanFe� :anJ SKu·nan·s 
´Satron� GisFiSleµ relationsKiS witK YanJ =enJ[in ensureG tKat :anJ·s 
iGeas GeϮneG tKe SrovinFe for years to Fome� A few revolutionary Hunanese 
brieϰy KelG Sower in tKe SoutK before tKeir e[Sulsion in ����� TKe Huna�
nese era Fame GeFisively to an enG�

* * *

TKe SolitiFal Kistory of late� 4inJ ;inMianJ was one of faFtionalism� 
entrenFKeG interests� anG tKe struJJle to resSonG to SerioGiF Frises witK 
tKe tools of jingshi� TKe arF of tKe Hunanese era beJan witK an iGealistiF 
SroJram for tKe soFiomoral transformation of Muslim SeoSle suFK tKat 
tKey anG tKeir lanG woulG be inteJrateG into tKe CKinese eFumene� TKat 
ambitious Fivili]inJ SroMeFt was immeGiately frustrateG by tKe realities of 
Jovernment� However� as lonJ as %eiMinJ FontinueG to subsiGi]e ;inMianJ·s 
reFonstruFtion� tKe ;ianJ Army Fommunity was free to e[Seriment witK 
small� Jovernment SoliFies meant to brinJ about a soFiomoral transforma�
tion� Real ϮsFal Frises SromSteG tKe same JrouS to Fentrali]e its state anG 
attemSt a raSiG Senetration of soFiety� TKis in turn eϸeFteG tKe furtKer 
entrenFKment of aJinJ ;ianJ Army members witKin tKe aGministration� 
wKiFK weakeneG tKeir Fommunity·s Sotential to maintain Fontrol in tKe 
lonJ term anG SromSteG %eiMinJ·s intervention into tKe reJional Jovern�
ment� Even tKis Ϯnal attemSt to return Fontrol of ;inMianJ to tKe imSe�
rial Fourt SromSteG networks of oϲFials to aliJn into two faFtions 
GiviGeG over tKe best means to e[Sloit tKe reJion: allowinJ its SeoSle full 
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SartiFiSation in a future Fonstitutional monarFKy� or forFinJ tKem into 
Folonial servituGe�

In many ways� YanJ =enJ[in·s ReSubliFan� era Jovernment was a reali]a�
tion of :anJ SKu·nan·s iGeas: YanJ was a stronJman wKo useG military 
miJKt to FonsoliGate Kis Fontrol at tKe uSSer levels of tKe aGministration� 
yet Kis state retreateG from tKe ;ianJ Army·s mission of interferenFe in 
soFiety� TKe ϮsFal Frisis of tKe late 4inJ intensiϮeG unGer YanJ� as ;inMianJ 
beFame a Ge faFto inGeSenGent state only nominally owinJ alleJianFe to 
tKe ReSubliF anG reFeivinJ little suSSort from it� YanJ tKerefore minimi]eG 
tKe Jovernment·s nonmilitary funFtions� followinJ :anJ anG Yuan DaKua� 
but SursueG furtKer Follaborative ventures witK foreiJn merFKants to 
e[Sloit tKe reJion·s natural resourFes� AssimilatinJ tKe Muslims was no 
lonJer an overt Joal of Jovernment� State� builGinJ in tKe early ReSubliF 
tKus reϰeFteG tKe Sriorities of tKe earlier 4inJ� anG tKe reJion·s rulers 
aFknowleGJeG tKe similarity of tKeir situation to tKose of imSerial Sowers 
elsewKere��� YanJ FlaimeG to rule not as a ConfuFian revivalist� but as a 
Daoist saJe� unGer wKom minimal Jovernment SermitteG tKe Fommon 
SeoSle to live in blissful simSliFity� TKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt was over�

Yet its leJaFies SersisteG� if not tKrouJK tKe SoliFies of tKe SrovinFial 
Jovernment� tKen in tKe soFiety tKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt KaG altereG� Over tKe 
Fourse of tKree GeFaGes of jingshi� insSireG Hunanese rule� its interventions 
FKanJeG Kow Musulmans� Hui� anG CKinese alike interaFteG anG reSre�
senteG tKemselves anG otKers� TKe Sromotion of ́ tKe ritesµ �li� anG attemSts 
to enforFe tKem witKin a ]one of e[FeStion GiG not suFFeeG in transforminJ 
Muslims into ConfuFians� Yet tKe institutions of tKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt 
JaineG lives of tKeir own amonJ SeoSle still struJJlinJ witK tKe violenFe of 
tKe Muslim uSrisinJs anG tKeir aftermatK� Let us turn now to tKeir eϸeFts 
on Musulmans� Hui� anG CKinese� tKeir moGes of self� GeϮnition� anG rela�
tions between Fommunities as tKey were manifesteG in memory� in tKe Fre�
ation of a new soFial elite� anG in tKe resKaSinJ of intimate relationsKiSs�
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IT :AS SEPTEM%ER �� ����� anG ;u YouFKenJ was beinJ sueG aJain�� In 
Kis statement to tKe TurSan maJistrate� Ke lauJKeG tKe FKarJes oϸ� ;u KaG 
workeG for over tKirty years as an interSreter� one of a small FaGre of men 
trusteG to move te[t anG sSeeFK between CKinese anG TurkiF lanJuaJes� 
anG between tKe iGioms familiar to tKe Muslim maMority anG tKose of tKe 
former imSerial anG now ReSubliFan Jovernments� In tKat FaSaFity� Ke 
wrote� Ke KaG been aFFuseG Fountless times of ForruStion anG e[tortion� 
SuFK alleJations were simSly a Ka]arG of tKe Mob³ SeoSle were often GisaS�
SointeG in ;u·s eϸorts beFause tKey e[SeFteG Kis skillful maniSulation of 
lanJuaJe to inGuFe tKe CKinese autKorities to work in tKeir favor�

NevertKeless� tKe SeoSle of tKe villaJe of 4arakKoMa brouJKt very serious 
FKarJes aJainst ;u� Not only KaG Ke e[torteG over a tKousanG taels of FasK 
from tKe villaJers� Ke KaG solG KunGreGs of aFres of Jovernment� FontrolleG 
lanG anG SoFketeG tKe SroϮts� TKe villaJe leaGers SursueG MustiFe for nearly 
a year� TKe TurSan maJistrate refuseG to FonsiGer tKeir Fase� anG so tKey 
wrote to Governor YanJ =enJ[in in DiKua� YanJ asserteG tKat loFal aϸairs 
no lonJer FonFerneG tKe SrovinFial autKorities anG rebuϸeG tKem onFe 
aJain� Ne[t tKe villaJers traveleG tKe roFky roaG to DiKua to Sresent tKeir 
JrievanFes in Serson� but YanJ refuseG tKem a Ϯnal time� Now tKe TurSan 
maJistrate aJreeG witK ;u YouFKenJ: interSreters were Fonstantly beinJ 
aFFuseG of ForruStion� anG tKe maJistrate FoulG not aGMuGiFate every Gis�
Sute� TKe Fase was remanGeG to meGiation by one of tKe maJistrate·s 

THREE

)rontier MeGiation

The Rise of the Interpreters
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unGerlinJs� SeFtion HeaG =Kou -iyu� wKo SromStly GismisseG tKe FKarJes 
aJainst ;u�

:e may susSeFt tKat tKe villaJers sSat in anJer at tKe obvious inMustiFe� 
for ;u YouFKenJ anG =Kou -iyu belonJeG to tKe same Flass of men� %otK 
were born to Musulman families but bore CKinese names aGoSteG GurinJ 
tKeir eGuFations in =uo =onJtanJ·s ConfuFian sFKools� TKeir sSeFiali]eG 
knowleGJe of tKe CKinese lanJuaJe anG intimate unGerstanGinJ of tKe 
loFal aGministration enableG tKem to work as interSreters� tKe inGisSens�
able inGiviGuals wKo FoulG transform sSoken anG written TurkiF into tKe 
Literary CKinese useG in tKe orJans of tKe state� TKese Fulturally anG lin�
JuistiFally biϰuent intermeGiaries were neFessary to tKe funFtioninJ of 
loFal Jovernment� ;u anG =Kou were botK interSreters� not Must in rank� but 
in iGentity: wKat tKe CKinese FalleG a tongshi� meaninJ ´intermeGiary�µ tKe 
Musulmans Gerisively label a tongchi�� As Musulmans GesFribeG it� tongchi 
were GanJerous anG unreliable FommuniFators wKo amasseG siJniϮFant 
Sower anG ultimately serveG only tKeir own interests�

TonJFKi were not new in ;inMianJ� or in CKina� %efore tKe Muslim uSris�
inJs� beJs anG 4inJ oϲFials emSloyeG tonJFKi wKo Fame mostly from tKe 
aristoFratiF families of 4umul anG TurSan�� TKese tonJFKi mainly workeG 
between CKaJKatay� ManFKu� MonJol� anG sometimes Persian anG Gevel�
oSeG a SeFuliar iGiom tKat oϲFials useG to FommuniFate witK tKeir 4inJ 
overlorGs� Several olG tonJFKi remaineG aFtive in Sost� reFonTuest ;inMianJ� 
However� tKe tonJFKi of tKe late 4inJ KaG Giϸerent oriJins� Fareers� anG 
soFial statuses� TKey were not neFessarily aristoFratiF� anG some Fame 
from Soor baFkJrounGs� TKey GiG not work between TurkiF anG ManFKu or 
MonJol� but GireFtly witK oral anG written CKinese anG TurkiF� TKeir Sower 
was tieG not to tKe KereGitary wanJs� but to tKe new site of Jovernment in 
;inMianJ: tKe loFal maJistrate·s oϲFe� In tKis sense� tKe tonJFKi of tKe late 
4inJ were akin to tKe wiGely GesSiseG Flerks anG runners wKo oSerateG 
loFal Jovernment all over CKina�� TKey were tKe faFe of Jovernment for tKe 
maMority of SeoSle� but many also workeG outsiGe of tKe yamen� more like 
tKe ´litiJation mastersµ �songshi� or vernaFular lawyers of CKina SroSer� 
wKo FoulG be SaiG to write Setitions to seFure tKeir Flients· leJal viFtories 
anG FoaFK tKem on eϸeFtive Fourtroom FonGuFt� A late� 4inJ tonJFKi was 
FaSable of turninJ a Setition written in tKe IslamiF iGiom of MustiFe �ArabiF 

� into one tKat sSoke to tKe CKinese FonFern witK tKe rites� In tKis 
liJKt� tongchi is not easily translateG simSly as ´interSreter�µ ´translator�µ or 
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´intermeGiary�µ RatKer� ´meGiatorµ woulG be an aSSroSriate renGerinJ: an 
aFtor ́ enGoweG witK tKe FaSaFity to translate wKat tKey transSort� to reGe�
Ϯne it� reGeSloy it� anG also to betray it�µ�

TKe soFial Sersona of ´tKe tonJFKiµ was inKerently bounG uS witK tKe 
nature of translation anG meGiation� TonJFKis were ´subMeFts in transitµ 
wKo oSerateG at sites of ϰuiGity anG transfer�� TKat site in tKe late 4inJ 
was an information JaS tKat loFal aGministrations in tKe SrovinFial sys�
tem strateJiFally maintaineG between tKe yamen·s unGerstanGinJ or reS�
resentation of tKe SeoSle it JoverneG anG tKe reality it keSt KiGGen from 
itself� tKe GisorGer of everyGay life� TKis JaS oSeneG uS a sSaFe for multiSle 
intermeGiaries to enJaJe in tKe SolitiFs of reSresentation� some more 
eϸeFtively tKan otKers� wKile faFilitatinJ tKe oSeration of tKe Fommon set 
of symboliF voFabularies anG institutional morSKoloJies tKat enableG a 
4inJ subMeFt to FommuniFate aFross tKe GistanFe witK tKe emSeror� anG 
viFe versa�� In orGer to oSerate eϸeFtively in tKat JaS� a tonJFKi neeGeG to 
aGoSt a Sosition tKat Fast Kim as a normative subMeFt� in tKis Fase as an 
eGuFateG ConfuFian� TKat reSresentation of sameness or simultaneity 
tKrouJK translation anG its emboGiment in tKe translator SaraGo[iFally 
enJenGereG a KeiJKteneG awareness of GiϸerenFe amonJ tKose wKo 
enJaJeG in tKe SroFess of translation anG interSretation�

TKe system of meGiation in ;inMianJ was tKerefore more or less iGentiFal 
in form to tKat wKiFK was Fommon in CKina SroSer� After all� a Flerk or liti�
Jation master in a CKinese� sSeakinJ area neeGeG to Fonvert tKe sSeeFK of 
GeSonents or Flients into a formal reJister tKat was leJible to tKe maJis�
trate anG otKer oϲFials� TKe rules for Kow a Serson·s sSeeFK FoulG be reSre�
senteG were very striFt anG formulaiF anG even inFluGeG sSeFiϮF ways of 
voiFinJ inGiviGuals anG SresentinJ tKe te[t� suFK tKat even ´FolloTuialµ 
sSeeFK was altereG to suit tKe Fonventions of tKe bureauFraFy�� It was also 
neFessary to renGer sSeeFK in one of tKe many GiverJent varieties of CKi�
nese into formal ManGarin� In CKina SroSer� Kowever� tKe Servasive iGea of 
funGamental Fultural similarity between oϲFials anG Fommoners anG tKe 
lonJstanGinJ SresenFe of a system of Fommon voFabularies anG morSKolo�
Jies of Sower KaG KabituateG SeoSle to interaFtinJ witK loFal Jovernment� 
In ;inMianJ� all of tKis was new to tKe Musulmans� wKo now faFeG tKe same 
aSSaratus as a stranJe anG alien imSosition� MeGiation in ;inMianJ tKus 
Graws into stark relief tKe role of mimesis in tKe MuGiFial system�� TKe SraF�
tiFe of a tonJFKi was to Freate a reSresentation of reality� in aFForG witK a 
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moral universe tKat tKe maJistrate unGerstooG� in orGer to Jrant tKat reS�
resentation·s Sower to tKe reSresenteG Serson�

TKe SearFK for IntermeGiaries

TKe ;ianJ Army� too� founG tKemselves in unfamiliar FirFumstanFes tKat 
FKallenJeG tKeir assumStions about tKe soFiety tKey enFountereG� At Ϯrst� 
tKe aGministration attemSteG to GisSlaFe IslamiF leJal autKority� as iGeol�
oJy GiFtateG� by brinJinJ marriaJe anG SroSerty GisSutes Ϯrmly into tKe 
yamen·s MurisGiFtion��� However� tKe SraFtiFal realities of Jovernment� anG 
in SartiFular tKe neeG to Gemonstrate tKe fairness of SrovinFial MustiFe� 
forFeG tKem to work tKrouJK various kinGs of intermeGiaries�

Given tKe e[istenFe of lonJstanGinJ institutions of IslamiF law� tKe 
;ianJ Army FoulG Kave workeG tKrouJK tKe myriaG Jrassroots leJal 
autKorities known as s��� However� tKe CKinese were susSiFious of 
tKe akKunGs for several reasons� )irst� Hui akKunGs �CKinese ahong� were 
familiar from CKina SroSer� as well as from olGer aFFounts of ;inMianJ��� 
)rom tKe ;ianJ Army·s SersSeFtive� Hui akKunGs bore muFK of tKe resSon�
sibility for tKe Muslim uSrisinJs� Moreover� tKese eGuFateG men� wKiFK 
was more or less tKe meaninJ of akKunG in tKis Fonte[t� aSSeareG to make 
tKeir livinJs by traGinJ tKeir knowleGJe of writinJ for money� CKinese 
observers imaJineG tKat tKey GiG so striFtly for Sersonal SroϮt� anG tKat� 
sinFe akKunGs reFiteG tKe 4uran ratKer tKan tKe ClassiFs� tKey laFkeG tKe 
moral JrounGinJ tKat a ConfuFian oϲFial reFeiveG GurinJ Kis eGuFation� 
:orse� tKe akKunGs were aFFuseG of aGvanFinJ a ForruSt version of tKe 
law: ´TKe Muslims Kave SunisKments� but no statutes or substatutes�µ 
wrote =uo =onJtanJ·s Flerk ;iao ;ionJ� ´Everyone listens to tKe akKunG� 
wKo from time to time reaGs tKe sFriSture to make a MuGJment�µ�� In sKort� 
wKere jingshi imaJineG a SaternalistiF loFal soFiety JuiGeG by moral men� 
an akKunG reSresenteG a GebaseG moral man followinJ tKe wronJ sFriS�
ture anG enforFinJ a Srimitive� irrational kinG of law�

A Fase from ���� illustrates tKe SersistenFe of IslamiF autKorities as Sri�
mary meGiators in family law� tKe aGministration·s intoleranFe of tKeir 
role� anG Kow tKe yamen was alreaGy enJaJeG in a SolitiFs of reSresenta�
tion tKat Fast Muslim soFiety in terms of ConfuFian moralism� TKat year� 
tKe Setty oϲFial TKčbit DorJKa arranJeG a marriaJe between Kis son :čsҸࠃ 
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anG a woman Kalf Kis aJe nameG TokKta %anu� tKe GauJKter of a Soor traGer 
anG farmer��� :itKin a year� Kowever� tKe younJ FouSle was alreaGy Tuar�
relinJ anG FonsiGerinJ GivorFe� TokKta %anu·s motKer took tKem to RčsKiG 
AkKunG �LasKier AKonJ�� wKo in turn FonsulteG tKe mufti� TKe mufti 
aGviseG Kim tKat� ´aFForGinJ to tKe sFriStureµ �zhao jing�� if tKe Sarties 
FoulG be reuniteG� tKat was for tKe best³ if not� tKey FoulG GivorFe� but 
:čsҸࠃ ouJKt to aSoloJi]e witK tKe Jift of a sKeeS� Unfortunately� tKe meGia�
tion SroFess went afoul wKen :čsҸࠃ TuarreleG witK Kis motKer� in� law anG 
inMureG Ker� RčsKiG reSorteG tKe matter to tKe villaJe KeaGman� aFForGinJ 
to wKat Ke unGerstooG to be tKe SroSer SroFeGure� anG in tKe meantime 
aSSroveG tKe GivorFe� ´I truly KanGleG it aFForGinJ to tKe sFriSture�µ Ke 
later attesteG in a GeSosition� satisϮeG tKat Ke was morally in tKe riJKt� 
However� :čsҸࠃ soon murGereG TokKta %anu� wKiFK revealeG tKe GisSute to 
tKe maJistrate anG Kis staϸ� TKe yamen iGentiϮeG RčsKiG AkKunG as a Gis�
ruStive forFe in tKis story� as Ke KaG usurSeG tKe maJistrate·s autKority to 
aSSrove tKeir GivorFe� He was Jiven a susSenGeG sentenFe of eiJKty strokes 
of tKe Keavy stiFk as a warninJ not to interfere aJain�

MeanwKile� Flerks at tKe yamen set about FraftinJ a narrative tKat 
woulG minimi]e :čsҸࠃ·s FulSability in tKe murGer anG blunt tKe Frime·s 
Sotential to Fause furtKer GisruStion��� TKeir summary of tKe Fase emSKa�
si]eG tKat TokKta %anu was a muFK� marrieG woman wKose Ϯrst KusbanG 
KaG GieG anG seFonG KaG abanGoneG Ker� TKe Flerks imSuJneG Ker motK�
er·s sanity� suJJestinJ tKat maGness KaG Griven Ker to take tKe FouSle to 
RčsKiG AkKunG� a mere farmer wKo KaSSeneG to reaG sFriSture anG leG 
tKe younJ FouSle astray tKrouJK Kis inFomSetenFe� :čsҸࠃ anG TokKta 
%anu were still leJally marrieG� tKe reSort asserteG� as IslamiF law KaG no 
autKority to seSarate tKem� TKat assertion MustiϮeG tKe murGer: TokKta 
%anu� tKey wrote� KaG falsely been GivorFeG aJainst Ker KusbanG·s wisKes 
so tKat sKe FoulG seek Sleasure witK yet anotKer KusbanG� violatinJ tKe 
SrinFiSle of wifely obeGienFe� 4inJ MustiFe KaG lonJ been resSonsive to tKe 
iGea tKat a ϰasK of masFuline Sassion anG moral outraJe FoulG Grive a rea�
sonable man to murGer Kis wife��� Here tKey narrateG tKe murGer to sKow 
tKat :čsҸࠃ� enraJeG by Ker violation of ConfuFian SroSriety� was only 
KolGinJ tKe knife aJainst Ker neFk as a tKreat wKen TokKta %anu KaG 
twisteG Ker KeaG at Must tKe wronJ moment� FuttinJ Ker own tKroat� :čsҸࠃ� 
SresenteG as tKe JooG ConfuFian man Ke Srobably never was� reFeiveG 
FlemenFy�
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PreFisely suFK maniSulations of tKe reForG SersisteG tKrouJKout tKe late 
4inJ� anG tKey sKoulG leaG us to reFonsiGer tKe value of reaGinJ soFial Kis�
tory tKrouJK tKe reSorts GelivereG to %eiMinJ��� Not only Goes TokKta %anu·s 
Fase Gemonstrate tKat tKe yamen·s SroFess of MuGiFial reSortinJ anG rea�
soninJ SroGuFeG a ϮFtional imaJe of tKe soFiety it JoverneG� it sKows tKat 
knowleGJeable Jrassroots aFtors suFK as akKunGs were SunisKeG for 
reSortinJ tKeir aFtions Konestly� OtKer Fases in tKe TurSan arFKive sKow 
tKat RčsKiG AkKunG was not SunisKeG for JrantinJ a GivorFe so muFK as for 
FlaiminJ tKe autKority to Go so� InGeeG� wKere tKe akKunGs faileG to Geliver 
a GesireG result suFK as GivorFe� tKe yamen FoulG steS in as a leJitimate 
leJal alternative� AFForGinJ to IslamiF law as it was SraFtiFeG in East Turke�
stan� a woman was entitleG to a GivorFe in tKe event tKat Ker KusbanG Gis�
aSSeareG for some lenJtK of time anG left Ker witKout ϮnanFial suSSort 
�nafaqa���� TKe TurSan yamen reFeiveG many suFK FomSlaints in tKe years 
tKat followeG� but translators now steSSeG in to FlotKe tKem in SroSer 
moralistiF lanJuaJe��� In GivorFe Sleas SresenteG to IslamiF autKorities� 
formulaiF SKrasinJ emSKasi]eG tKe wife·s ϮnanFial GiϲFulties: a KusbanG 
´abanGoneG me witKout suSSort anG GisaSSeareG � � �  anG my suSSort was 
not enouJKµ  � �� In Sleas to 
tKe TurSan SrefeFt� Kowever� writers emSKasi]eG tKe family·s FolleFtive 
suϸerinJ FauseG by suSSortinJ a GauJKter wKo FoulG not be marrieG oϸ� 
TKe latter strateJy sometimes seFureG a GivorFe from tKe yamen wKere 
IslamiF autKorities woulG not Jrant it� as it enableG a suSSoseGly wanton 
Musulman woman to settle Gown in a stable family unit� SreventinJ Ker 
from enJaJinJ in se[ual imSroSriety� Sometimes tKe Joals of tKe Fivili]inJ 
SroMeFt FoulG aliJn witK tKose of Musulmans�

Of Fourse� jingshi tKouJKt emSKasi]eG tKe SrimaFy of morality over 
law� anG wKen oϲFials founG GivorFe to be ubiTuitous amonJ tKe Musul�
mans� tKey attemSteG to use loFal IslamiF moral autKorities to Srevent it� 
´MarriaJe by Musulman Fustoms is beyonG tKe SroSer Kuman relation�
sKiSs�µ Liu -intanJ wrote� ´TKey marry Srivately at a moment·s notiFe 
anG Must as TuiFkly GivorFe anG remarry� TKese sorts of obsFene SraFtiFes 
are GeeSly GesSiFable�µ�� In ����� tKe SrovinFe aSSointeG ´SreaFKer 
� � villaJe KeaGmenµ �haidipu or � sSeFiϮFally for tKe 
SurSose of SroSaJatinJ ortKoGo[ iGeals of marriaJe� TKis oϲFe Fom�
bineG tKe title of tKe Muslim FleriF wKo reaGs tKe sermon � � at 
tKe )riGay Srayer witK tKat of a villaJe KeaGman� wKo woulG reaG out 
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imSerial SroFlamations to villaJers in CKina SroSer� OϲFials saw tKese 
roles as analoJous� On tKe oFFasion of a marriaJe SroSosal� tKe SreaFKer 
was to ensure tKat tKe briGe anG Jroom were a JooG astroloJiFal matFK 
anG botK willinJ to enter tKeir SartnersKiS� Nor were tKey to Sermit a 
GivorFe witKout an investiJation� NevertKeless� tKe ;ianJ Army·s faitK 
was misSlaFeG: SreaFKer villaJe KeaGmen were eleFteG by Musulmans in 
tKeir own Fommunities� anG tKeir aSSointments were tKen FonϮrmeG by 
tKe SrefeFt� TKey Srobably KaG little interest in ConfuFiani]inJ mar�
riaJe� TKe title of SreaFKer villaJe KeaGman GisaSSeareG Must as TuiFkly 
as it aSSeareG� Srobably beFause tKe aGministration KaG misiGentiϮeG 
SreaFKers as willinJ SartiFiSants in tKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt�

InsteaG� tKe TurSan SrefeFt anG Kis staϸ FKose to rely on a Sree[istinJ 
KierarFKy of loFal funFtionaries wKose autKority GiG not Gerive Srimarily 
from IslamiF learninJ or Siety� TKe yamen tySiFally interaFteG witK tKree 
oϲFials� eaFK of wKiFK FoulG be founG in most of tKe villaJes: tKe suSerin�
tenGent� tKe aqsaqal� anG tKe irriJation master��� TKe KiJKest rankinJ 
amonJ tKese was tKe suSerintenGent �dorgha�� wKo was mainly FKarJeG 
witK ta[ FolleFtion anG mobili]inJ temSorary militias��� CounFils of loFal 
notables eleFteG a suSerintenGent� wKose aSSointment tKe maJistrate 
Jenerally aSSroveG� TKis suSerintenGent in turn suServiseG an aqsaqal� lit�
erally ´wKite bearG�µ anotKer eleFteG leaGer wKom CKinese oϲFials Fon�
siGereG eTuivalent to a ´villaJe KeaGmanµ � �� albeit not a SreaFKer� 
An aTsaTal in TurSan not only assisteG tKe suSerintenGent·s FolleFtion of 
ta[es but was usually tKe Ϯrst Soint of FontaFt for Musulmans wKen tKey 
reSorteG a GisSute or Frime� ATsaTals� as villaJe KeaGmen� also GelivereG 
tKe fortniJKtly leFture� reali]inJ tKe funFtion of tKe SreaFKer villaJe 
KeaGmen but witKout e[SliFit reliJious autKority� RatKer� aTsaTals funF�
tioneG more like Fommunal reSresentatives� muFK like tKose founG on tKe 
Sino� Russian frontier� wKere eaFK Fommunity� inFluGinJ tKat of Musul�
mans from CKina� woulG be leG by a ´traGinJ KeaGman�µ�� In tKose villaJes 
of TurSan wKere many CKinese anG Hui liveG alonJsiGe Musulmans� tKese 
Fommunities eleFteG seSarate aTsaTals� wKo were usually Srominent mer�
FKants� :Kile nearly every villaJe in TurSan KaG a suSerintenGent anG an 
aTsaTal� only tKose tKat borGereG maMor water sourFes eleFteG an irriJa�
tion master � ���� TKe irriJation master·s traGitional role was to Foor�
Ginate tKe Gistribution of water resourFes� NevertKeless� tKe Givision of 
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labor between tKese tKree funFtionaries was unFlear� )rom tKe maJis�
trate·s SersSeFtive� all tKree of tKese loFal SowerKolGers were of rouJKly 
eTuivalent rank to tKe Fommon Flerks anG runners wKo workeG in Kis own 
oϲFes� anG so Ke FommanGeG tKem aFForGinJly�

TKe same was broaGly true of tKe nominally inGeSenGent TurSan :anJ� 
an olG TurFo� MonJol vassal of tKe 4inJ wKose Fourt was in L�kFK�n� Pre�
viously� tKe 4inJ Fourt FommuniFateG witK tKe wanJ tKrouJK tKe 
Lifanyuan� After ����� Kowever� tKis formal vassal reSorteG mainly to tKe 
TurSan SrefeFt� wKose oϲFe now SroFesseG ritual FommuniFations 
between tKe wanJ anG tKe 4inJ anG ϮelGeG FomSlaints reJarGinJ Kis 
aGministration� TKe TurSan :anJ� muFK like tKe aTsaTals elsewKere� sent 
many Fases from Kis Gemesne uS to tKe TurSan yamen for investiJation 
anG aGMuGiFation��� TKe wanJ·s lanG formally e[tenGeG over a larJe Sart of 
tKe TurSan DeSression� anG it inFluGeG many of tKe loFations tKat aSSear 
reJularly in tKe TurSan yamen arFKive� suFK as SubasKi� SKenJMin� anG 
4arakKoMa� Until ����� tKe wanJ also maintaineG an inGeSenGent SoliFe 
forFe� FolleFteG ta[es� anG in many ways SroMeFteG tKe imaJe of a sover�
eiJn ruler� TKat was reϰeFteG in tKe wanJ·s FommuniFation witK tKe maJ�
istrate: tKe yamen·s Soint of FontaFt witK tKe wanJ·s Fourt was usually 
tKrouJK one of Kis Flose male relations� wKom tKe maJistrate knew as a 
´SrinFeµ �taiji� in CKinese��� In CKaJKatay� Kowever� tKis oϲFial referreG to 
Kimself as a ´Jovernorµ � �� reϰeFtinJ a KiJKer rank in tKe Sre� 
uSrisinJs KierarFKy of beJs anG eTual witK tKat of a maJistrate� AltKouJK 
tKe 4inJ abolisKeG tKe wanJ·s Fontrol of Kis own serfs� it aSSears tKat tKe 
liberateG farmers simSly beFame tenants on tKe wanJ·s lanG� Ultimately� 
suFK Sroblems of reSresentation� as well as tKe SrovinFial aGministration·s 
iGeoloJiFal Fommitment to minimal formal Jovernment� mean tKat it is 
GiϲFult to establisK SreFisely Kow tKese KierarFKies workeG in SraFtiFe�

TKe vaJueness of SolitiFal orJani]ation from tKe yamen·s SersSeFtive 
was FomSounGeG by its Soor sense of TurSan·s soFial orJani]ation� In ����� 
tKe SrefeFture was meant to establisK tKe baojia mutual� seFurity system� 
wKiFK KaG been in SlaFe to a limiteG GeJree amonJ CKinese settlers before 
������� TKe orGer inFluGeG takinJ a SoSulation survey anG GistributinJ 
nameSlates for loFal KouseKolGs� However� it aSSears tKat no SoSulation 
survey was FarrieG out until very late� SerKaSs only in ����� wKen Musul�
mans were reTuireG to reJister tKeir marriaJes at tKe yamen��� Moreover� 
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tKe baojia system never reaSSeareG in tKe arFKive� suJJestinJ tKat it was 
never even formally FreateG� TKe TurSan arFKive Goes inFluGe a number of 
lists of KouseKolGs� suFK as tKose reJisters of FKilGren·s names FreateG in 
tKe Fourse of a smallSo[ eraGiFation FamSaiJn in tKe miG� ����s� However� 
tKere is no eviGenFe tKat tKe yamen SroGuFeG knowleGJe about SoSulation 
in anytKinJ but an aG KoF way tKrouJKout tKe Hunanese era�

TKat tKe yamen SossesseG minimal knowleGJe about tKe soFiety it Jov�
erneG also reϰeFts tKe era of its establisKment� as by tKis time SrovinFial 
oϲFials in CKina SroSer were aFFustomeG to relyinJ on merFKants for 
information anG for many of tKe funFtions of loFal Jovernment� TKe Tur�
San SrefeFt attemSteG tKe same but eventually founG tKat tKe CKinese 
merFKant networks tKat GominateG tKe loFal eFonomy were unreliable 
aFtors� In one e[Slosive Fase from ����� a merFKant from SKanJ]Kou� 
SKaan[i� GieG of an aSSarent aFFiGent in a Ϯre��� His own relatives anG Fol�
loFals were taskeG witK investiJatinJ tKe GeatK� wKiFK tKey FonstrueG as a 
FonsSiraFy on tKe Sart of tKe Musulman lanGlorG from wKom tKe merFKant 
renteG Kis room� TKeir reSorts fabriFateG anG altereG eviGenFe e[tensively 
in orGer to frame tKe lanGlorG� from rearranJinJ tKe SKysiFal FonϮJura�
tion of tKe FourtyarG Kouse in wKiFK tKey botK liveG to FreatinJ a murGer 
weaSon GisFovereG in tKe lanGlorG·s Kome� still blooGy many montKs later� 
TKe yamen reJaineG Fontrol of tKe Fase� ruleG tKe GeatK an aFFiGent� anG 
reali]eG tKat merFKants maGe Soor informants� esSeFially Jiven tKe 
strenJtK of tKeir internal FoKesion anG minimal FonneFtion to loFal soFi�
ety� It was sKortly tKereafter tKat Gebt Fases leG to an inFrease in violenFe� 
anG Tao Mo SroSoseG FurtailinJ merFKants· Sower�

Eventually� tKe same SraFtiFal FonsiGerations tKat leG tKe SrovinFial 
Jovernment to formali]e its relationsKiSs witK CKinese merFKants anG 
former beJs also brouJKt mullaKs anG akKunGs into tKe loFal yamen� In 
����� tKe TurSan SrefeFt emSloyeG a ´mullaK for translatinJ Muslim lan�
JuaJeµ � ���� %y ����� ´oϲFial mullaKsµ �guan maola� 
aSSeareG anG stayeG on tKe Sayroll��� At tKe yamen� tKese Muslim FleriFs 
were valueG Srimarily for tKeir literaFy� anG tKeir work suSSlementeG tKat 
of tKe yamen·s FKief maniSulator of lanJuaJe anG narrative� tKe tonJFKi� 
However� sFKolarsKiS anG GoFuments Gemonstrate tKat not only GiG 
IslamiF leJal autKority survive in TurSan� it aSSears to Kave unGerJone 
somewKat of a revival tKere anG aFross East Turkestan� wKere new ´SKa�
riaK Fourtsµ � � FomSoseG of Sanels of MuGJes aSSeareG in 
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maMor towns anG Fities��� Its aSSarent Fovertness is simSly an artifaFt of 
tKe SolitiFs of tKe arFKive� anG inGeeG� IslamiF MuGJes were Flearly also 
SlayinJ roles at tKe yamen�

As tKe followinJ SaJes will sKow� unlike a mullaK or akKunG� a tonJFKi 
SresenteG Kimself as a normative CKinese� sSeakinJ ConfuFian anG Sos�
sesseG tKe eGuFation to suSSort tKat iGentity� TKe tonJFKi FoulG JatKer 
intelliJenFe loFally� anG tKen SroGuFe information in a format tKe yamen 
FoulG unGerstanG� makinJ a loFality suFK as TurSan knowable to its CKi�
nese aGministrator� More imSortantly� Kowever� a tonJFKi was meant to be 
a ritualist� a reSlaFement for tKe SreaFKer villaJe KeaGmen wKo FoulG not 
only transmit ortKoGo[ te[ts but emboGy tKe ClassiFs in Kis FomSortment 
anG soFial SerformanFe� transforminJ tKe Muslims from below anG from 
witKin�

A TySoloJy of Translation

TKe Sroblem of sSeakinJ aFross lanJuaJes anG Fultures GoJJeG tKe Srovin�
Fial aGministration tKrouJK tKe enG of tKe 4inJ� wKen Du TonJ observeG 
tKat wKen a CKinese Serson anG a Musulman attemSteG to FommuniFate� it 
was ´like starinJ at eaFK otKer aFross a vast GistanFe�µ�� Many metKoGs of 
briGJinJ tKat GistanFe were trieG� but most were ineϸeFtive beFause tKey 
relieG on a metKoG of translation tKat maintaineG faitK to tKe form anG 
Fontent of CKinese sourFe material� %etter FommuniFators� tKe tonJFKi 
FKief amonJ tKem� learneG to transform not Must tKe worGs� but tKe form of 
te[t� TKe most eϸeFtive translation� as we will see� involveG tKe movement 
of te[t from oral GeSosition or IslamiF Setition into tKe formal GoFumenta�
tion of tKe 4inJ SolitiFo� MuriGiFal system� TKat SroFess of transmeGiation 
FreateG a Sorous bounGary between symboliF worlGs by fabriFatinJ a new 
reality in tKe JaS tKat GiviGeG tKem�

Diϸerent varieties of translation in late� 4inJ ;inMianJ GisSlayeG varyinJ 
GeJrees of faitK to tKe form anG Fontent of tKe sourFe te[t� DaviG %roSKy 
Kas GesFribeG tKe emerJenFe of a GistinFt variety of TurkiF infuseG witK 
MonJoliF terminoloJy tKat Ke Falls ´Yamen UyJKur�µ�� TKis written lan�
JuaJe emerJeG in tKe GoFuments of tKe wanJs of 4umul anG TurSan 
tKrouJK tKe translation of messaJes to anG from tKe Lifanyuan� TKat meGi�
ation aimeG at terminoloJiFal Flarity by sKaSinJ TurkiF writinJ aFForGinJ 
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to tKe e[SeFtations of a Gistant interloFutor� It is Fonsistent witK tKe 
ManFKu� FentriF lanJuaJe iGeoloJy aSSarent from suFK imSerially Fommis�
sioneG works as tKe 4ianlonJ� era  � �� 
wKiFK matFKeG voFabulary eTuivalenFies between ManFKu� MonJol� 
Tibetan� CKinese� anG CKaJKatay tKrouJK SronunFiation JuiGes in Man�
FKu��� TKe Sre� uSrisinJs Jovernment anG travelers to tKe borGerlanG also 
relieG on ManFKu� FentriF SKrasebooks tKat SresenteG GialoJues of interest 
to merFKants anG GiSlomats by SlaFinJ eTuivalent SKrases siGe by siGe��� 
TKis Mu[taSosition enforFeG a sense of Sarallelism between ManFKu� Mon�
Jol� anG CKaJKatay� wKiFK Sossess very similar morSKoloJy anG synta[� A 
ManFKu traveler or Musulman merFKant FoulG easily see Kow Sarallel 
worGs anG sentenFes GisSlayeG FoJnate struFtures�

One of tKe last vestiJes of suFK 4inJ� FentriF translation aSSeareG in 
������� In ����� tKe 4inJ Jovernment GeFiGeG to SroSaJate tKe SKun]Ki 
emSeror·s Moral Exhortations to the People � �� oriJinally 
GistributeG in ������� OriJinally� tKe Exhortations attemSteG to leJitimi]e 
tKe 4inJ·s tKen� ϰeGJlinJ rule over CKina by SresentinJ its emSeror as a 
ConfuFian moralist� TKe Joal of tKe new SrintinJ was a SoSular revival of 
imSerial iGeoloJy tKrouJK tKe wiGesSreaG reFitation of tKe te[t at tKe vil�
laJe leFtures� In ;inMianJ� Kowever� tKe CKinese version woulG be inFomSre�
Kensible to TurkiF� sSeakers� anG so Governor Tao Mo� ever tKe suSSorter of 
soFiomoral SroSaJanGa� FommissioneG a CKaJKatay translation��� .asKJar 
IntenGant Li =onJbin �����² ��� took uS tKe task anG reFruiteG )uߖan� an 
interSreter at tKe Ili Solon CamS� to Fome to .asKJar anG leaG tKe eϸort� 
)uߖan knew CKaJKatay well anG KaG workeG as a tonJFKi in tKe Ili military 
Jovernment� wKere Ke FonsulteG reJularly witK eGuFateG Musulmans to 
reϮne Kis SroGuFts� In tKis Fase� two of IntenGant Li·s Flerks MoineG tKe 
eϸort� a Muslim MuGJe � � anG irriJation master� RounGinJ out tKe Frew 
was a seFretary � �� tKen workinJ witK a Protestant missionary to 
translate tKe %ible into .asKJari TurkiF���

)uߖan·s team SroGuFeG a monolinJual te[t in CKaJKatay witK a trilin�
Jual Fover SaJe in ManFKu� CKaJKatay� anG CKinese��� However� tKey 
workeG from tKe ManFKu version of tKe Moral Exhortations anG followeG tKe 
SKrasebook writers in maintaininJ a one� to� one eTuivalenFe between 
worGs anG suϲ[es wKenever Sossible� :Kereas tKe  KaG insisteG 
on tKe e[Sression of FonFeSts tKrouJK sSeFiϮF CKinese terms to tKe Getri�
ment of Flarity anG JrammatiFality� )uߖan SroGuFeG a ϰuent CKaJKatay 
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te[t� Moreover� tKe translation aGaSteG tKe Moral Exhortations to tKe voFab�
ulary of SoSular IslamiF SamSKlets � � tKat SresenteG aSoFrySKal rev�
elations� usually a leJenG of tKe saFreG transmission of Fraft knowleGJe��� It 
tKus took tKe CKinese moral FosmoloJy of Heaven� tKe :ay� anG numinous 
resSonse to Kuman GeeGs anG translateG it into tKe lanJuaJe of SoSular 
IslamiF Siety� Moreover� tKe work mimiFkeG tKe format anG aSSearanFe of 
suFK a SamSKlet� inFluGinJ a Sair of FKronoJrams � � FommemoratinJ 
tKe te[t·s translation anG SrintinJ���

NevertKeless� as Rian TKum Kas SointeG out� it is unlikely tKat tKis last 
resurJenFe of olG 4inJ translation KaG its intenGeG eϸeFt� as SrinteG te[t 
was reJarGeG witK muFK less resSeFt tKan manusFriSt� OtKer SrinteG te[ts� 
suFK as tKe � Mu[taSoseG SassaJes in Literary CKinese anG awkwarG 
CKaJKatay anG maintaineG tKe basiF format of a CKinese book��� LinJerinJ 
tensions between Musulmans anG CKinese� sSeakers woulG Kave maGe 
suFK Srints unaSSealinJ� SartiFularly Jiven tKeir e[SliFit assoFiation witK 
tKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt� More imSortantly� tKeir lanJuaJe was awkwarG to 
tKe Soint of inFomSreKensibility� as it enforFeG a one� to� one ForresSon�
GenFe between tKe CKinese FKaraFter� worG �zi�� wKiFK is isolatinJ anG unin�
ϰeFteG� anG tKe morSKoloJiFally FomSle[ TurkiF worG� TKe iGea of tKe worG 
as tKe minimal anG inGivisible bearer of meaninJ GeriveG from tKe mystiϮ�
Fation of CKinese FKaraFters in Neo� ConfuFianism� in wKiFK FontemSlatinJ 
a FKaraFter� or even emboGyinJ it tKrouJK GanFe� was tKouJKt to transmit 
tKe unGerlyinJ SrinFiSle beKinG tKe FKaraFter� It was ineϸeFtive at trans�
mittinJ meaninJ outsiGe of tKe soFioFultural Fonte[t of CKina SroSer�

One suFK te[t tKat emboGieG tKis aSSroaFK to translation was a Srimer 
for use in tKe sFKools� tKe  � ���� TKe 
 Concordance·s Kistory beJan in ����� wKen a teaFKer in :ensu nameG Sun 
SKouFKanJ Jrew frustrateG witK tKe slow SroJress of Kis Musulman stu�
Gents in JrasSinJ tKe CKinese lanJuaJe� TKat slowness is no surSrise: tKe 
ConfuFian sFKools tauJKt tKrouJK rote memori]ation of tKe stanGarG 
sFKool FurriFulum beJinninJ witK Srimers suFK as tKe 
sic �San zi jing� anG tKen SroJressinJ tKrouJK tKe ClassiFs� Sun was Furious 
wKy Kis stuGents took no interests in tKe ClassiFs� sinFe after all Musul�
mans were Kumans like anyone else anG sKoulG tKerefore be reFeStive to 
universal trutKs: ´ ¶RounG KeaGs anG sTuare feet·� tKey Kave Kuman forms� 
so tKey must Kave Kuman natures�µ �
ren xing!� TKe Sroblem� Sun e[SlaineG� was tKat Kis SreGeFessors KaG ´useG 
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wKat is CKinese to transform tKe outlanGersµ � �� A new Srimer 
woulG Kasten stuGents· learninJ anG Flarify tKe meaninJ of tKe ClassiFs: 
´OnFe tKey are illuminateG� tKey will believe anG follow� anG onFe tKey 
believe anG follow� tKey will Jrow attaFKeG to us�µ �

�� Sun·s loJiF resounGs witK tKe Folonialist belief in SeGaJoJy� tKat 
tKe universal trutK KelG by tKe Foloni]er will beFome immeGiately aSSar�
ent to tKe Foloni]eG anG transform tKem� if only tKey are e[SoseG to it�

Sun·s Concordance FonsisteG of a series of Jlosses in tKree Folumns: tKe 
Ϯrst KelG a sinJle CKinese FKaraFter� tKe last its translation in CKaJKatay� 
anG in between tKem a rouJK SronunFiation JuiGe for tKe CKaJKatay in 
CKinese FKaraFters� :Kere tKe  KaG SresenteG ManFKu 
as tKe meGiatinJ lanJuaJe� Kere CKinese SlayeG tKat role� An instruFtor or 
stuGent was meant to Soint to a FKaraFter anG its translation wKen it was 
neFessary to FommuniFate� However� Fonversation woulG Kave been imSos�
sible� as tKe Concordance foFuses not on SraFtiFal terminoloJy� but on tKose 
FKaraFters tKat were Fentral to ConfuFian moralism anG FosmoloJy� TKe 
list beJins witK Heaven �CKinese tian� CKaJKatay � anG SroFeeGs 
GireFtly tKrouJK a series of untranslateG worGs� Some of tKese untrans�
lateG terms Kave a Flear FonneFtion witK ConfuFian iGeals� suFK as � 
wKiFK inGiFates everytKinJ from literary Fulture to tKe warS anG weft of 
tKe Fosmos� :e miJKt easily susSeFt tKat Sun founG some worGs in CKinese 
so essential as to be untranslatable� Yet most of tKe untranslateG worGs in 
tKe Concordance are aFtually FonFrete terms tKat KaG alreaGy been trans�
lateG in tKe � as well as in lonJ� establisKeG CKinese� Persian Jlos�
saries� It is tKerefore likely tKat tKe Concordance reϰeFts tKe knowleGJe of 
Sun·s Musulman informants� SerKaSs Kis own stuGents� %lank sSaFes in tKe 
SrinteG te[t FoulG Kave been ϮlleG in in Flass� as tKe teaFKer JraGually Fol�
leFteG voFabulary� If tKat were tKe Fase� Kowever� it suJJests tKat Sun anG 
Kis FolleaJues SossesseG e[tremely tKin knowleGJe of tKe lanJuaJe useG 
arounG tKem� as GiG tKe Serson wKo FarveG tKe wooGbloFks useG in tKe 
SrintinJ�

TKe Concordance Gemonstrates Kow lower� level CKinese aFtors SartiFi�
SateG in tKe SroMeFt of soFiomoral transformation by innovatinJ tools to 
suSSort it� to tKe e[Flusion of Sree[istinJ te[ts from tKe earlier 4inJ� It also 
sKows Kow tKe ;ianJ Army� Ser =uo =onJtanJ·s stateG intent� trieG to Folo�
ni]e CKaJKatay� lanJuaJe GisFourse witK a translinJual soFiomoral voFabu�
lary� aJain failinJ for tKe most Sart to take aGvantaJe of more eϸeFtive 
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SraFtiFes baseG on ManFKu� TurkiF translation��� :Kile CKinese sFKolars 
KaG stuGieG lanJuaJe on tKe level of morSKoloJy anG SKonoloJy for Fentu�
ries� nevertKeless tKe isolatinJ struFture of Literary CKinese seemeG to Sre�
FluGe tKe analysis of a more syntKetiF morSKoloJy suFK as tKat founG in 
CKaJKatay� Late� 4inJ observers of ;inMianJ tKus analy]eG tKe TurkiF worG 
as an eTuivalent to tKe FKaraFter� worG� makinJ lists of voFabulary witKout 
FonsiGerinJ Jrammar� It was not until about ����� as tKe Hunanese SerioG 
Grew to a Flose� tKat one e[FeStional Ja]etteer� writer attemSteG to stuGy 
tKe SKonoloJy of sSoken anG written TurkiF anG Sresent it in terms of tra�
Gitional CKinese linJuistiFs���

CKaraFter� FentereG teaFKinJ orienteG towarG tKe internali]ation of tKe 
ClassiFs was tKe founGation of tKe ConfuFian sFKools tKat =uo =onJtanJ 
anG Kis followers establisKeG aFross ;inMianJ� It reSresenteG a break from 
tKe ManFKu� FentriF translation SraFtiFes of tKe Sre� ���� reJime anG reori�
entation away from %eiMinJ anG imSerial autKority towarG imSartinJ tKe 
Sino� normative SraFtiFes tKat� aFForGinJ to jingshi� were best SreserveG in 
Hunan anG tKe CKinese� maMority SoutK� TKe followinJ SaJes will sKow Kow 
tKis system SroGuFeG not tKe moral men wKo were intenGeG� but insteaG 
linJuistiFally anG Fulturally biϰuent funFtionaries wKo useG tKeir JrasS of 
tKe CKinese lanJuaJe anG oϲFial Fulture to tKeir own aGvantaJe�

TKe ConfuFian SFKools

=uo =onJtanJ FombineG Lu Yao·s Slan for tKe Fultural assimilation of tKe 
Muslims anG tKe e[amSle of CKen HonJmou·s ´FKaritable sFKoolsµ � � 
in Yunnan into a Slan to ConfuFiani]e Muslim families tKrouJK eGuFa�
tion��� His Slan KaG Flear Sarallels witK Folonial sFKoolinJ anG Fultural 
violenFe in tKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFts of FontemSorary EuroSean emSires� In 
resiGential anG mission sFKools aFross tKe %ritisK� )renFK� anG SSanisK 
emSires� FKilGren were seSarateG from tKeir families anG forFeG to assimi�
late linJuistiFally anG Fulturally��� In tKe lonJer term� resiGential sFKools 
beFame a Fentral tool of SolitiFs anG soFial FKanJe in many Folonies� On 
tKis basis� Stevan Harrell Kas FKaraFteri]eG similar eϸorts elsewKere in 
tKe MinJ anG 4inJ as ConfuFian Fivili]inJ SroMeFts in wKiFK tKe Gomina�
tors ´were FonFerneG not witK raFe or lanJuaJe as GetermininJ FKaraFter�
istiFs of SeoSles� but witK moGes of liveliKooG�µ��
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InGeeG� =uo·s rKetoriF is Furiously Flose to tKat of Kis FontemSorary 
TKomas %abinJton MaFaulay �����² ������ wKo in ���� arJueG for tKe Folo�
ni]ation of tKe InGian minG witK tKe FonFeSts of ´sFienFe�µ MaFauley 
souJKt to form ´a Flass [of] interSreters � � �  InGian in blooG anG Folour� but 
EnJlisK in taste� in oSinions� in morals� anG in intelleFt � � �  renGer[inJ] 
tKem � � �  Ϯt veKiFles for FonveyinJ knowleGJe to tKe Jreat mass of tKe SoS�
ulation�µ�� MaFauley� like =uo� arJueG tKat inGireFt rule was Fostlier tKan 
assimilation in tKe lonJ term� anG Ke reMeFteG tKe notion tKat IslamiF anG 
HinGu traGitions maGe for as soliG a founGation for Jovernment as GiG 
:estern ´sFienFe�µ :Kat MaFauley meant by ´sFienFeµ was not of Fourse 
tKe SraFtiFe of e[SanGinJ knowleGJe tKrouJK e[Serimentation� but ratKer 
a mass of sKiftinJ assumStions about SroSer beKavior tKat we miJKt Fall 
´Euro� normative�µ SuFK Euro� normativity was SreGiFateG not only on 
raFial or etKniF GistinFtions� but on Flass�

Similarly� =uo =onJtanJ·s iGea of Fivili]ation SroSoses tKat� in orGer to 
brinJ tKe Musulmans to aFFeSt a Sutatively Ϯ[eG anG transFenGent stan�
GarG of beKavior FalleG ritual� it will be neFessary to teaFK tKem a set of 
Fustoms �feng� assoFiateG witK tKe Gominant SeoSle: lanJuaJe� FlotKinJ� 
anG enJaJement witK a Fertain te[tual Fanon� ConfuFius Kimself miJKt 
Kave balkeG at tKe iGea of teaFKinJ tKe rites tKrouJK tKe moGern CKinese 
lanJuaJe� as it is reSorteG tKat tKe saJe souJKt to reFite tKe ClassiFs only in 
tKe sSeeFK of tKe anFients� CKinese FlotKinJ in tKe 4inJ KaG FKanJeG 
 siJniϮFantly from tKat worn in tKe JolGen aJe of tKe :estern =Kou� but 
SKotoJraSKiF eviGenFe sKows tKat Musulman boys were GresseG in Fon�
temSorary CKinese FlotKinJ��� =uo·s SroMeFt in tKis sense was Sino� 
normative: it suSerϮFially FlaimeG to inFulFate transFenGent anG universal 
trutKs� but insteaG enforFeG a set of sKiftinJ norms tKat reϰeFteG tKe Ful�
tural assumStions of tKe Gominant Sarty� As we will see� many CKinese 
assumeG tKat tKeir own beKaviors anG tKe anFient rites were eTuivalent�

Cultural violenFe Kas been tKe foFus of nearly all Srevious sFKolarsKiS on 
tKe sFKools� anG one freTuently FiteG aneFGote Kas FreateG tKe imSression 
tKat tKey were tKerefore eTuivalent to Euro� AmeriFan resiGential sFKools� 
TKe UyJKur nationalist leaGer Isa AlStekin �����² ��� in SartiFular reFalls 
Kow Kis fatKer� Yusuf� was sent to one tKose sFKools anG maGe to Gress in 
CKinese FlotKinJ��� :Ken little Yusuf returneG Kome� Kis motKer refuseG to 
see Kim as lonJ as Ke wore tKat Fostume� Here tKe aneFGote enGs� leavinJ an 
illustration of Kow CKinese Foloni]ers seSarateG UyJKur boys from tKeir 

                 
           

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



ᆦወኂቨዧᇹᅵወ በᅵᅡᇹ႐ዧᇹኂቨ

[ �� ]

Sarents� anG metaSKoriFally from tKeir KeritaJe� However� tKe imSosition of 
CKinese Gress Goes not aSSear as a Soint of Fontention in tKe TurSan arFKive 
or in tKe manusFriSt reForG� wKile a YarkanG maJistrate wKo SurFKaseG 
CKinese robes for tKe stuGents was nevertKeless very SoSular amonJ Mus�
lims��� In tKis liJKt� it is wortKwKile to reassess tKe nature of tKe Fultural 
violenFe in tKe sFKools anG Kow Musulmans SerFeiveG anG reaFteG to it� 
Moreover� Srevious sFKolarsKiS on tKe sFKools Kas FKaraFteri]eG tKe Sro�
Jram as ǴoomeG almost from tKe beJinninJµ��³ Kowever� as we will see� it 
faileG not beFause of its iGealism� but GesSite its usefulness�

ReFonstruFtion aJenFies establisKeG sFKools as a Fentral Sart of tKeir 
sweeSinJ manGate to remake ;inMianJ��� TKe Ϯrst tKree were founGeG in 
TurSan in ���� as tKe army was still FonFluGinJ its FamSaiJn in tKe SoutK: 
in ToTsun� tKe OlG �CKinese� City� anG tKe New �Muslim� City��� AnotKer fol�
loweG in PiFKan in ����� L�kFK�n in ����� 4arakKoMa in ����� anG HanGun in 
����� )urtKer sFKools aSSeareG in LlmFKin anG TuyuT soon after� EaFK 
enrolleG about nine to twelve stuGents� or more wKen tKe number of sFKools 
was reGuFeG� :Kile GetaileG GoFumentation is only available for TurSan� it 
is strikinJ tKat at any Jiven moment GurinJ reFonstruFtion� TurSan KaG at 
least si[ty boys enrolleG in tKe reFonstruFtion aJenFies· sFKools� Previous 
sFKolarsKiS baseG on SrovinFial� level ϮJures from tKe enG of tKe Gynasty 
inGiFateG tKat tKere were only about si[ty sFKools in all of ;inMianJ� anG 
two in TurSan��� InsteaG� if TurSan is tySiFal of ;inMianJ overall� tKen tKere 
were SerKaSs ��� sFKools tKrouJKout tKe SrovinFe at tKeir KeiJKt� suJJest�
inJ total enrollment in tKe tKousanGs�

:Kile tKe sFKool·s e[SliFit SurSose was inGeeG to assimilate Musulmans� 
arFKival GoFuments from TurSan inGiFate tKat enrollment was more 
Giverse� In any Jiven sFKool� rouJKly one� tKirG of stuGents were listeG as 
Musulman �Chan�� one� tKirG as Hui� anG one� tKirG as CKinese� Given tKat 
CKinese anG Hui maGe uS rouJKly �� SerFent of tKe loFal SoSulation� tKis 
inGiFates a muFK KiJKer rate of enrollment of native CKinese sSeakers� 
However� Musulman families witK FKilGren enrolleG in tKe sFKools KaG a 
sSeFial relationsKiS witK tKe state� AltKouJK =uo·s oriJinal Slan anG Liu -in�
tanJ·s orGers FalleG for manGatory sFKoolinJ��� it was not tKe Fase tKat boys 
were seSarateG from tKeir families� RatKer� a Jiven family was seleFteG to 
SroviGe a son to stuGy at a loFal sFKool until Ke KaG FomSleteG tKe FurriFu�
lum� If a FKilG SasseG away� GisaSSeareG� or neeGeG to witKGraw for otKer 
reasons� tKe TurSan SrefeFt woulG Sressure tKe family to enroll anotKer 
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son��� In tKis sense� tKe relationsKiS of a Musulman family to tKe state was 
one of obliJation� ratKer like tKe Guty of a KereGitary military KouseKolG in 
tKe MinJ to SroviGe an able� boGieG man for Jarrison Guty� However� it Goes 
not aSSear tKat tKe TurSan aGministration KaG tKe means or tKe will to 
aFtually FoerFe families to senG tKeir sons� )rom tKe beJinninJ� tKe ;inMi�
anJ SrovinFial SroMeFt was founGeG on tKe iGea tKat Musulmans FoulG be 
brouJKt to ConfuFian norms by attraFtion� ratKer tKan by forFe� anG oϲ�
Fials were loatK to Go anytKinJ tKat miJKt Fause resentment�

TKe Giversity of enrollment in tKe sFKools resulteG botK from tKeir 
aSSeal to CKinese� sSeakinJ SeoSle anG from tKeir unstable funGinJ sys�
tem� :Kile KiJKer oϲFials GemanGeG suServision of tKe sFKools at tKe 
SrovinFial level� tKey nevertKeless e[SeFteG maJistrates to funG tKem 
loFally� TKis early aG KoF orJani]ation of tKe sFKool SroMeFt oSeneG it uS to 
loFal maniSulation� :Ken tKe Ϯrst sFKools were establisKeG in TurSan� tKe 
maJistrate loFateG a nearby SatFK of lanG anG a kare] in YarJKol to aFt as 
tKeir enGowment� SroviGinJ inFome from rent anG fooG for tKe staϸ anG 
stuGents��� However� tKe loFal Musulman oϲFials wKo manaJeG tKe 
enGowment KaG little Sersonal investment in tKe SroMeFt� In ����� tKe 
instruFtor at tKe ToTsun sFKool� %ai =Kenyu� furiously reSorteG to tKe 
maJistrate tKat a suSerintenGent KaG embe]]leG Jrain from tKe sFKool·s 
enGowment� TKe suSerintenGent FountereG tKat tKe enGowment KaG 
never been formali]eG� nor KaG anyone sSeFiϮeG tKe amount of SroGuFe 
meant for tKe sFKool� )rom tKis Soint onwarG� tKe yamen took resSonsibil�
ity for tKe enGowment� anG Musulman oϲFials Fontinually attemSteG to 
Jain Fontrol� :Kile tKe Srimary mission of tKe sFKools was linJuistiF� Ful�
tural� anG ritual transformation� tKese funGinJ Fonstraints enFouraJeG 
tKem to aFFeSt fee� SayinJ stuGents as well�

Moreover� tKe traGitional ClassiFal FurriFulum tKat tKe sFKools oϸereG 
aSSealeG to CKinese� sSeakinJ families wKo wisKeG for tKeir sons to stuGy 
for tKe imSerial e[aminations� TKe Jovernment in DiKua reFruiteG Flerks 
anG funFtionaries from tKe sFKools by means of an e[amination in tKe 
ClassiFs� so even tKose wKo only SasseG lower� level e[ams FoulG seFure an 
oϲFial Sosition��� :Kile Musulman stuGents GiG take tKe e[ams� tKe most 
suFFessful e[aminees usually Fame from CKinese or Hui families��� In ����� 
toS stuGents from sFKools aFross ;inMianJ were Ϯrst sent to DiKua·s %oJKGa 
AFaGemy � �� about wKiFK little is otKerwise known� TKe best of 
ToTsun were between tKe aJes of nineteen anG twenty� one sui� KaG stuGieG 
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for at least seven years� anG were all from elsewKere: one CKinese stuGent 
was aSSarently tKe son of a merFKant or oϲFial� wKile Kis FolleaJues Fame 
from SKan[i� SiFKuan� anG SKaan[i� In orGer to e[Fel in tKe sFKools� it woulG 
aSSear� one alreaGy KaG to be enJaJeG in tKe CKinese traGition more 
broaGly� On tKe otKer KanG� Musulman stuGents maintaineG tKeir stuGent 
status as lonJ as Sossible� InstruFtors Fonsistently reSorteG tKat tKeir 
Musulman stuGents SroJresseG all tKe way to reaGinJ suFK elevateG books 
as tKe � but someKow rarely FomSleteG tKe FurriFulum or 
JraGuateG���

TKis was aSSarently Gue neitKer to a love of ConfuFian Fulture nor to a 
Gesire to remain immerseG in it inGeϮnitely� To tKe Fontrary� instruFtors at 
tKe sFKools e[SresseG Gerision for tKeir Musulman stuGents� ϮnGinJ tKeir 
task FonfusinJ anG all but imSossible to aFFomSlisK� As a frustrateG %ai 
=Kenyu e[FlaimeG� ´TKe wraSSeG� KeaGeG Muslims GesSise tKis Fulture of 
ours�µ � � %ai GisaJreeG witK tKe ;ianJ Army aGminis�
tration·s assertion tKat forFe was unneFessary to FonvinFe tKe Musulmans 
to assimilate� He was not alone� as reSorts of CKinese teaFKers· violenFe 
aJainst Musulman stuGents Fame in from aFross ;inMianJ in tKe early 
years� In one Fase� SrovinFial autKorities orGereG a seFret investiJation into 
tKe suiFiGe in ���� of a Musulman boy FalleG Hua Guo at a sFKool in UsK��� 
TKe boy·s teaFKer KaG beaten Kim for failinJ to memori]e tKe reaGinJs� Two 
Gays later� Hua Guo went into an emSty room in tKe sFKool·s rear FourtyarG 
anG KanJeG Kimself� TKe sFKool·s Musulman FustoGian vouFKeG for tKe 
FonneFtion between Hua·s treatment anG Kis suiFiGe� Hua Guo·s Fase was 
sent baFk to tKe FirFuit to be reinvestiJateG� Tuietly� so as not to enGanJer 
tKe introGuFtion of ´ConfuFian Fustomsµ �Ru feng�� Not lonJ after� anotKer 
reSort Fame from Guma� a town in soutKern ;inMianJ� TKere� tKe same sFe�
nario KaG SlayeG out witK an eiJKteen� sui Musulman stuGent FalleG Guo 
Hulin� Governor Liu -intanJ orGereG Guo Hulin·s teaFKer e[SelleG baFk to 
CKina SroSer� as tKe boy was over tKe aJe wKere Kis teaFKer was SermitteG 
to beat Kim� As a result of tKese Fases� tKe SrovinFe striFtly banneG KarsK 
SunisKments for stuGents�

SuFK inFiGents Gemonstrate tKat SrovinFial oϲFials took seriously tKe 
notion tKat tKey were enJaJeG in a SaternalistiF SroMeFt of transformation 
by eGuFation � jiaohua�� anG tKat tKis entaileG FonFern for stuGents· well� 
beinJ� even if lower� level aFtors GiG not sKare tKeir iGealism� An inFiGent in 
TurSan illustrates tKe role of tKe maJistrate in maintaininJ tKe stable anG 
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unitary family unit as tKe builGinJ bloFk anG Fentral metaSKor of a JooG 
soFiety� In ����� a younJ Musulman boy nameG Yu ;uesKi was enrolleG in 
tKe sFKool at 4arakKoMa��� AFForGinJ to arFKival GoFuments� Kis fatKer� aG� 
DawlaK� was a former suSerintenGent wKo sent Kis son to tKe sFKool to 
´Jrow uS�µ InsteaG� tKe boy� tKen only about eiJKt sui olG� was unable 
to foFus on Kis stuGies as Ke was Srone to Ϯts of FryinJ� Yu ;uesKi·s emo�
tional state was reSorteG to tKe maJistrate·s oϲFe� anG an investiJation 
ensueG� TKey founG tKat aG� DawlaK KaG GeFiGeG to GivorFe Yu·s motKer� 
wKiFK SromSteG tKe boy·s an[iety but also SresenteG a tKreat to tKe SroMeFt 
of FreatinJ anG maintaininJ stable nuFlear families� TKe maJistrate sum�
moneG aG� DawlaK to Kis oϲFe anG FonvinFeG Kim to Fall oϸ tKe GivorFe� 
TKat tKe maJistrate·s Sower was brouJKt to bear on a family FonϰiFt so tKat 
a Musulman boy woulG foFus on Kis stuGies suJJests tKat tKe aGministra�
tion was Jenuinely investeG in tKe stuGents· futures as servants to tKe 
state�

SuFK Fases also suJJest tKat FoerFion� altKouJK not SKysiFally violent� 
took tKe form of Sino� normative GisFiSline tKat FoulG be far more insiGi�
ous� SFKolarsKiS on tKe sFKools Kas noteG tKe tenGenFy for Musulman stu�
Gents� like Hua Guo anG Guo Hulin� to Kave CKinese names��� InGeeG� 
rouJKly one� tKirG of Musulman stuGents are known in tKe arFKive only by 
a CKinese name tKat imSlies a fervent love for CKinese Fulture: Hua Guo·s 

 name literally meant ´CKina Country�µ TKe sFKoolmaster of 4ara�
kKoMa wanteG one of Kis Musulman stuGents to ´Treasure CKina�µ anG so 
Jave Kim tKe name Hua Gui � TKe TurSan OlG City sFKool KaG stuGents 
nameG Gao Hua  ´HiJK CKinaµ anG Hua Li  ´PrinFiSle of CKina�µ 

  ´CKinese :ritinJ �or Culture�µ was a Fommon FKaraFter Fom�
bination as well� eitKer as a Jiven name or inForSoratinJ tKe surname Han� 
Most names� Kowever� were not so obvious in tKeir oriJins or imSliFations� 
AnotKer tKirG of TurSan·s Musulman stuGents bore a surname GeriveG from 
tKeir Muslim name anG a Jiven name reϰeFtinJ eGuFational asSirations� Yu 
;uesKi·s  name meant ´Yࡃsuf �or Yࡃnus"� StuGies� tKe� OGes�µ suJJest�
inJ tKat Yu woulG FomSlete tKe FlassiFal FurriFulum by learninJ tKe GiϲFult 

� His Flassmate Ai ;uesKu  �G� ����� was Srobably ´AєmaG 
StuGies� tKe� History�µ inGiFatinJ tKe  �Shujing or Shangshu� of 
tKe Neo� ConfuFian Fanon� TKe name A YinJ[uan  ´AbGullaK�"� 
Passes� tKe� E[amsµ e[SresseG an asSiration tKat tKis stuGent sKoulG not 
only absorb ConfuFian Fulture but master it� However� yet anotKer tKirG 
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of stuGents were FalleG in a way tKat simSly reϰeFteG tKe SKonetiFs of 
tKeir Muslim names: SaMiti �SčMiG� was tKe toS stuGent at tKe LlmFKin 
sFKool in ����� He was MoineG by stuGents like He Luoban �4urbčn�� wKose 
CKinese name inteJrateG a Fommon CKinese surname but was KomoSKo�
nous witK Kis own Jiven name� anG YaKubu �YaTࡃb�� wKose name inForSo�
rateG FKaraFters Fommonly useG for transliteratinJ non� CKinese names 
anG tKus markeG Kim as an outsiGer�

:Kile sFKoolmasters JranteG some of tKese names to stuGents� otKers 
reϰeFt tKeir families· SerformanFe of loyalty to tKe 4inJ emSire� EaFK stu�
Gent was reTuireG to submit a JenealoJiFal table sKowinJ Kis anFestry 
JoinJ baFk tKree Jenerations� in orGer to Gemonstrate Kis unGerstanGinJ of 
anG reverenFe for JenealoJy��� TKe available tables sKow a Fommon Sat�
tern: tKe stuGents· fatKers� wKo all Fame of aJe unGer YaTࡃb %eJ� are listeG 
unGer TurFo� Muslim names� wKile JranGfatKers anG Jreat� JranGfatKers 
mostly Kave CKinese names� It is Sossible tKat tKe stuGents in Tuestion were 
GesFenGeG from SeoSle wKo were eGuFateG in CKinese� as tKere were a few 
aFaGemies � � tKat traineG stuGents for tKe e[aminations in Sre� 
uSrisinJs ;inMianJ� anG altKouJK tKeir known JraGuates all KaG CKinese 
names� some FoulG Fertainly Kave been TurkiF� sSeakinJ Muslims��� DurinJ 
tKe uSrisinJs� wKen tKe stuGents· fatKers Jrew uS� an outwarG aϲliation 
witK CKinese Fulture woulG Kave been GanJerous� wKile a TurFo� Muslim 
name woulG e[Sress loyalty to an IslamiF state� Some may Kave been 
GesFenGeG from Fulturally CKinese SeoSle� or from tKe many inGiviGuals 
wKo suFFessfully naviJateG multiSle ϰe[ible iGentities� However� it is Must as 
likely tKat some of tKese anFestors were fabriFateG in orGer to Jive tKe 
imSression of a multiJenerational Gevotion to CKinese learninJ� Moreover� 
beFause tKe ;ianJ Army Fonstantly FritiFi]eG tKe Musulmans for suSSos�
eGly laFkinJ JenealoJiFal knowleGJe� beinJ able to list KonoreG anFestors 
GemonstrateG a GeJree of ´Fivili]ation�µ

In sKort� tKe sFKools oSerateG aFForGinJ to a loJiF of GisFiSline anG soFial 
Fontrol tKat was ConfuFian in oriJin anG Sino� normative in Fontent� :Kere 
resiGential sFKools in tKe AmeriFas souJKt to seSarate FKilGren from tKeir 
Sarents� tKose in ;inMianJ were meant to inFulFate Ϯlial Siety� To Go so 
entaileG GisFiSlininJ not Must tKe stuGent� but Kis wKole family� wKiFK was 
sinJleG out for serviFe to tKe SrovinFial Jovernment� As we will see� tKis 
self� GisFiSline was less a mask for a subtle art of resistanFe anG more of an 
´art of beinJ JoverneGµ³ of usinJ tKe state anG its institutions to one·s own 
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aGvantaJe��� TKat is� Musulman stuGents on tKe wKole GiG not beFome JooG 
ConfuFians� but ratKer tonJFKi³ SeoSle like ;u YouFKenJ wKo useG tKeir 
inGisSensable Sositions to beneϮt tKeir families anG tKemselves�

TKe Rise of tKe InterSreters

At Ϯrst� oϲFials were SleaseG witK tKe rate of assimilation� =uo =onJtanJ·s 
seFretary� ;iao ;ionJ� as Ke traveleG tKrouJK ;inMianJ� FomSoseG Soems to 
Felebrate tKe Jentle viFtory of ConfuFian Fulture:��

TKere are some of ability anG GistinFtion
:Ko rise above tKe mob·s foul reek�
TKeir intelliJenFe is no less tKan tKat of Li %ai³ 
TKey ϮnisK tKeir outlanGisK books anG stuGy CKinese writinJ�

;iao ;ionJ noteG witK Sleasure tKat stuGents aFross tKe SrovinFe� KavinJ 
FomSleteG tKeir ClassiFal eGuFations� FoulG reFite ´KunGreGsµ of Soems 
from tKe � SuFK KySerbole was eitKer oStimistiF to tKe Soint of 
self� Gelusion or a means for a member of =uo·s FirFle to SroSaJanGi]e tKe 
Fivili]inJ SroMeFt� RatKer� as we will see� stuGentsKiS brouJKt a ranJe of 
aGvantaJes to oneself anG one·s family�

TKe basiF aGvantaJe of stuGentsKiS was tKe ability to learn tKe CKinese 
lanJuaJe� sSeFiϮFally tKose forms tKat maGe it Sossible to arJue one·s Fase 
before a maJistrate� TKat is� tonJFKi sSoke tKe lanJuaJe of CKinese Sower� 
TKe ;ianJ Army·s oFFuSation of TurSan KaG Sroven tKe value of CKinese� 
lanJuaJe skills� as tKose Musulmans wKo FoulG FommuniFate witK tKe 
army KaG an immeGiate eFonomiF aGvantaJe as intermeGiaries anG suSSli�
ers��� Abࡃ ¶l� MaKGҸ� tKe younJ man wKom we met in tKe introGuFtion� Fame 
Gown from tKe Kills of TurSan to ϮnG tKat tKe army KaG ra]eG Kis Kome to 
tKe JrounGs anG ransaFkeG all of tKe family·s belonJinJs� save for some 
ruGimentary suSSlies tKat Ke anG Kis brotKers KaG been wise enouJK to 
bury� Soon tKe brotKers were forFeG to Sart ways� anG Abࡃ ¶l� MaKGҸ anG Kis 
new wife founG tKemselves sFratFKinJ out a livinJ by foraJinJ anG traGinJ� 
Abࡃ ¶l� MaKGҸ·s IslamiF eGuFation was less useful unGer tKis new reJime� 
anG so Ke MoineG tKe masses of SeoSle JatKerinJ foGGer for tKe army·s 
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Korses or sewinJ rouJKsSun FlotK into baJs to sell to tKe solGiers� :Kile a 
mullaK starveG� Abࡃ ¶l� MaKGҸ wrote� an interSreter FoulG eat well�

ArFKival GoFuments sKow tKat tKe Musulman stuGents leveraJeG tKeir 
linJuistiF anG Fultural knowleGJe in orGer to GefenG tKeir families� :Kile 
tKe arFKive only iGentiϮes tKem by tKeir CKinese names� tKey nevertKeless 
serveG Muslim relatives by aiGinJ tKeir aSSeals to CKinese Sower� Yu ;uesKi 
anG anotKer Musulman stuGent from tKe 4arakKoMa sFKool� SKi Min� founG 
tKemselves on oSSosite siGes of a FonϰiFt over an arranJeG marriaJe 
between tKeir families��� SKi Min·s unFle AsaG KaG been neJotiatinJ an 
enJaJement witK RuoKesKa� wKo was tKe olGer sister of Yu ;uesKi·s fatKer� 
aG� DawlaK� TKe matFK woulG Kave MoineG two Srominent families toJetKer� 
%eFause RuoKesKa may Kave been infertile� AsaG GisFusseG aGoStion witK 
Ker as a means to seFure an Keir� DurinJ tKe neJotiations� Kowever� AsaG 
took anotKer� younJer wife� TKis SreFiSitateG a ϮJKt between tKe younJ 
woman anG a Mealous RuoKesKa� AsaG took aG� DawlaK anG RuoKesKa to tKe 
akKunG for meGiation� but tKere anotKer ϮJKt broke out� enGinJ in AsaG·s 
inMury� SKi Min� as tKe member of tKe family witK tKe best CKinese� tKen 
brouJKt a suit to tKe yamen on Kis unFle AsaG·s beKalf� Yu ;uesKi KanGleG 
RuoKesKa·s Gefense� TKanks to SKi·s anG Yu·s eGuFations� tKese families 
FoulG sTuare oϸ in Giϸerent leJal Fonte[ts anG seek aGvantaJes tKrouJK 
forum sKoSSinJ�

%eneϮts FoulG also be more GireFt� A turninJ Soint in tKe tKeory anG 
SraFtiFe of tKe sFKools Fame in ����� wKen tKe Srovisional Jovernment� leG 
by Liu -intanJ� beFame GeeSly worrieG about tKe reJion·s SreSareGness for 
SrovinFeKooG� )ollowinJ =uo� Liu SroSoseG to tKe %oarG of Rites in %eiMinJ 
tKat tKe Musulman stuGents FoulG be tKe reJion·s salvation: if a stuGent 
FoulG sSeak CKinese well anG Gemonstrate tKat Ke KaG reaG one book of tKe 
ClassiFs� Ke SroSoseG� tKen tKe stuGent sKoulG be JranteG tKe rank of sti�
SenGiary stuGent � jiansheng� anG aSSointeG as a beJ to aGminister a town��� 
Previously� Ke wrote� tKe sFKools KaG Srioriti]eG simSly ´CKinese Gress anG 
unGerstanGinJ CKinese lanJuaJeµ � � in an eϸort to ´brinJ 
tKe otKer kinG of tKis stranJe lanG to assimilate to our CKinese Fustomsµ 
� �� Yet� tKey KaG faileG to teaFK tKem tKe 
ClassiFs� Now it was time to follow tKe e[amSle of aFaGemies in CKina 
SroSer anG reFruit minor oϲFials from tKe sFKools� even if tKey were only 
marJinally FomSetent� TKe %oarG of Rites reMeFteG Liu·s SroSosal� as it GiG 
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not aFForG witK tKe substatutes JoverninJ ranks anG aSSointments� Even�
tually� Liu anG tKe SrovinFial GireFtor of sFKools �xuezheng� barJaineG %ei�
MinJ Gown to a FomSromise: ratKer tKan forFe every stuGent to Jo tKrouJK 
tKe Founty anG SrefeFtural e[ams� some FoulG insteaG be rewarGeG witK 
tKe title ´ritual GanFerµ � �� TKe title meant not only tKat tKe stuGent 
KaG tKe KiJKest result on tKe sFKool e[amination� but tKat tKey woulG Kave 
ritual obliJations at tKe temSle of ConfuFius� Material rewarGs tKerefore 
reTuireG an investment in tKe Feremonies tKat GeϮneG one·s membersKiS 
in tKe Fommunity of eGuFateG men� InGeeG� wKen tKe maJistrate leG loFal 
oϲFials in tKe rite of welFominJ sSrinJ by SaraGinJ a SaSer o[ arounG tKe 
Fity� Musulman stuGents SartiFiSateG��� TKe same GemanG to enJaJe in rit�
ual aSSears to resonate in CKaJKatay� lanJuaJe writinJs tKat GeSiFt Musul�
mans wKo were SromoteG into tKe CKinese aGministration as SartiFiSatinJ 
in iGolatrous Feremonies� JoinJ to tKe temSle� bowinJ to a statue� anG eat�
inJ Sork��� Ritual serveG as a symboliF bounGary between Musulmans anG 
CKinese� as a mark of elite status beFame� tKrouJK resentment anG tKe vio�
lation of reliJious striFtures� a mark of KavinJ betrayeG one·s Fommunity�

)ollowinJ tKeir seleFtion� tKese toS stuGents went on to Fareers in loFal 
aGministration� TKe toS stuGent of tKe LlmFKin sFKool� SčMiG� was maGe an 
aSSrentiFe to tKe CKinese GoFtors workinJ to eraGiFate smallSo[ in Tur�
San��� TKis was Gone Sartly as a Fost� savinJ measure� as it KaG been Geter�
mineG as early as ����� Ϯve years after tKe smallSo[ inoFulation SroJram 
beJan in TurSan� tKat a loFally traineG Musulman FoulG be SaiG Kalf as 
muFK as a sSeFialist from CKina SroSer to Go tKe same Mob��� PerKaSs low 
Say for GanJerous work was wKy SčMiG eventually ϰeG Kis ´aSSrentiFesKiS�µ 
wKiFK was more like inGentureG servituGe� an obliJation to tKe SrovinFe 
for SroviGinJ Kis eGuFation��� ConseTuently� tKe yamen attemSteG to traFk 
SčMiG Gown anG FomSel Kim to return to Kis stuGies� but Kere tKe arFKival 
trail GisaSSears� anG so SerKaSs GiG tKe autKorities· JriS on SčMiG Kimself�

OtKer stuGents reFeiveG better inFentives� In ����� two toS stuGents� Ai 
;uesKu anG Gui ;in� were JranteG aGMaFent SarFels of e[Fellent lanG alonJ 
tKe KiJKway��� TKis was a turn in botK men·s fortunes� as neitKer one 
reFeiveG any family suSSort� Ai was soon moveG from tKe New City sFKool 
to tKe OlG City sFKool� wKere Ke FoulG be available for Kis new Mob FlerkinJ 
in tKe rites seFtion of tKe SrefeFtural yamen��� )rom tKat time forwarG� Ai·s 
star rose as Ke FlimbeG tKrouJK tKe SrovinFial ranks�
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TKe material beneϮts of stuGent status were tKerefore Flear� anG fami�
lies fouJKt to keeS tKe sFKools oSen wKen tKey were tKreateneG witK Flo�
sure� In tKe Ϯrst known instanFe� in ����� tKe TurSan SrefeFt GeFlareG tKat 
tKe PiFKan sFKool was to be FloseG on aFFount of its instruFtor·s ineϸeFtive 
teaFKinJ��� Musulman stuGents· families SrotesteG in a Setition to tKe 
yamen anG e[SresseG tKeir KoSe tKat tKe instruFtor FoulG Fontinue� if not 
inGeϮnitely� tKen until suFK time as a suitable reSlaFement FoulG be founG� 
TKat Musulman Sarents aFtually askeG tKe aGministration for more CKi�
nese sFKoolinJ merely Ϯve years after tKe reFonTuest inGiFates tKat a 
 Fertain seFtor of soFiety at least beneϮteG from tKis resourFe� Srobably a 
relatively elite stratum suFK as aG� DawlaK·s tKat tKe SrovinFial Jovern�
ment woulG Kave wanteG to mollify� An ineϸeFtive teaFKer from tKe Srov�
inFe·s SersSeFtive was one wKo faileG to transform Kis FKarJes into JooG 
ConfuFians� but tKe same inGiviGual FoulG be iGeal for Musulman families 
wKo GesireG lanJuaJe skills anG a mastery of oϲFial writinJ�

MeanwKile� Frises of loFal Jovernment also insSireG oϲFials to make 
more e[tensive use of tKe sFKools· stuGents anG JraGuates� %eFause tKe 
maJistrates brouJKt tKe sensibilities anG SraFtiFes of Jovernment in CKina 
SroSer to tKeir yamens in ;inMianJ� investiJations anG SroseFutions Sro�
FeeGeG in a familiar way� However� KySerboliF Sroblems of translation anG 
Fultural interSretation meant tKat routine SroFeGures FoulG Slay out in 
une[SeFteG ways� In one key Fase� a murGer FommitteG between Musul�
mans in %ay �%aiFKenJ� in )ebruary ���� was not reSorteG to %eiMinJ until 
SeStember ����� lonJ after tKe statutory limit��� It was not an esSeFially 
FomSliFateG Fase to resolve� However� tKe %ay maJistrate attemSteG to 
interroJate all of tKe FonFerneG Sarties witKout tKe beneϮt of sSeakinJ 
TurkiF� TKis faFt was not GisFovereG until Kis suSerior� tKe Aksu FirFuit 
intenGant� founG tKe GeSositions to be inFonsistent anG orGereG a seFonG 
interroJation� wKiFK a new maJistrate faileG to Farry out� As it turneG 
out� tKe yamen in %ay KaG no emSloyees wKo FoulG SroSerly FonGuFt tKe 
interroJation beFause tKis inFiGent oFFurreG GurinJ tKe SerioG of transi�
tion followinJ tKe formal establisKment of tKe SrovinFe� wKen beJs KaG 
been GismisseG from oϲFe anG tKe yamens KaG not yet reemSloyeG tKem 
as funFtionaries� RatKer tKan loFate an interSreter� tKe new %ay maJis�
trate simSly iJnoreG tKe Fase� TKe intenGant tKen SerformeG tKe interro�
Jations Sersonally� tKis time witK an interSreter� TKat intenGant was CKen 
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MinJyu� tKe ;ianJ Army veteran wKo KaG SurFKaseG Kis oϲFe anG wKo 
tKe ne[t year beFame tKe SrovinFial MuGiFial Fommissioner� TKe SalSable 
frustration Ke e[SresseG in Kis reSort as a FirFuit intenGant tKen trans�
lateG into a new eϸort to ensure tKat interSreters woulG be on KanG at 
every yamen� ElGerly tonJFKis wKo were traineG before ���� or attaineG 
tKeir Sositions witKout attenGinJ tKe sFKools were reSlaFeG witK younJ 
JraGuates��� TKanks to CKen� no furtKer linJuistiF troubles or resultinJ 
Gelays were reSorteG in tKe MuGiFial system tKereafter� wKile Musulman 
families FoulG now be assureG of a SatK into oϲFialGom for tKeir sons eGu�
FateG in CKinese� NevertKeless� it KaG taken fourteen years for tKe Srov�
inFe to reTuire tKat every yamen emSloy a tonJFKi�

A new tKreat aSSeareG in ����� followinJ tKe witKGrawal of subsiGies 
from %eiMinJ� %y tKis time� insSeFtions of tKe sFKools GemonstrateG tKat 
tKey KaG faileG in tKeir Fentral mission to inFulFate Musulman FKilGren 
witK ´tKe value of tKe ClassiFsµ �shi shu zhi gui� anG Sino� normative familial 
relations �lun���� TKerefore� tKe SrovinFe orGereG eaFK Musulman� maMority 
Founty to Flose all but two sFKools� leavinJ one main sFKool �zheng shu� anG 
one au[iliary sFKool �fu shu�� TKe Slan also reGuFeG teaFKer anG FustoGian 
salaries� as well as stiSenGs for stuGents� Main sFKool teaFKers� wKo usually 
tauJKt CKinese� sSeakers� were SaiG twelve taels eaFK montK� wKile tKose at 
au[iliary sFKools� wKo tauJKt Musulmans� were SaiG eiJKt� wKiFK was tKe 
rate oriJinally establisKeG in ����� In TurSan� eiJKt sFKools were reGuFeG to 
two� anG toS stuGents were transferreG to tKe OlG City anG HanGun sFKools� 
wKiFK beJan traininJ Musulman stuGents almost e[Flusively��� In ����� tKe 
SrovinFial Jovernment� reali]inJ tKat CKinese anG Hui KaG beJun to estab�
lisK tKeir own Srivate sFKools tKat GiG not leaG stuGents GireFtly into 
 Jovernment� TuiFkly formali]eG tKe sFKools· seJreJation aFForGinJ to lan�
JuaJe� JivinJ tKe main sFKool to CKinese� sSeakers anG tKe seFonGary one 
to Musulmans�

New SoliFies reϰeFteG CKinese oϲFials· aFFeStanFe tKat tKe Fivili]inJ 
mission KaG not suFFeeGeG� In ����� tKe UsK subSrefeFt Yi SKousonJ was feG 
uS��� EaFK Jovernor in turn KaG FontinueG tKe sFKoolinJ SoliFy� Ke wrote� 
but tKe only eϸeFt KaG been to SroGuFe FoKorts of Musulman men witK no 
skill but tKe CKinese lanJuaJe� anG now too many of tKem to Juarantee 
tKeir emSloyment� As a last� GitFK eϸort to Gerive some beneϮt from tKe 
stuGents� Yi aGvanFeG a Slan� wKiFK %eiMinJ eventually aSSroveG� to aSSoint 
tKem to Sree[istinJ Sositions witKin loFal soFiety: tKe best stuGents woulG 
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be sent out to SroFlaim imSerial eGiFts orally in tKe villaJes� as tKey were 
FonsiGereG trustwortKy� OtKers� Kowever� woulG be aTsaTals� irriJation 
FKiefs� or otKer Setty oϲFials� SinFe ����� tKe maJistrates KaG been aSSrov�
inJ tKese oϲFials followinJ eleFtions by tKeir Fommunities� but now tKey 
were to be aSSointeG GireFtly� Gone was tKe Sretense tKat tKe stuGents 
woulG realiJn soFiety³ now tKe Jovernment souJKt only to Fo� oSt Musul�
man elites to keeS tKe SrovinFe runninJ�

TKat year� tKe SroSaJation of tKe New PoliFies GemanGeG tKe inteJration 
of Sree[istinJ sFKools into an emSire� wiGe SubliF system� ;inMianJ was 
wilGly ill eTuiSSeG to FomSly� Ultimately� its only tKree aFaGemies were 
FonverteG into an uSSer sFKool anG two miGGle sFKools� wKile ConfuFian 
sFKools were turneG into elementary sFKools �mengguan���� TKe FurriFulum 
FKanJeG not at all��� InsteaG� tKe reforms SresenteG loFal oϲFials witK an 
oSSortunity to Go away witK wKat tKey now FonsiGereG tKe KoSeless task of 
Fivili]inJ tKe Muslims� TKe TurSan SrefeFt SetitioneG tKe Jovernor witK 
tKe FomSlaint tKat� wKile CKinese anG Hui stuGents in tKe OlG City were 
´strivinJ to be tKe bestµ anG memori]inJ tKe ClassiFs� tKe Musulmans in 
HanGun were simSly learninJ to sSeak CKinese� TKey FloseG tKe HanGun 
sFKool anG insteaG emSloyeG CKinese� sSeakinJ Musulmans as lanJuaJe 
instruFtors at tKree elementary sFKools in HanGun� L�kFK�n� anG ToTsun� 
TKere� stuGents woulG learn notKinJ but lanJuaJe for Ϯ[eG tKree� year 
terms³ after all� it was reasoneG� tKey sKoweG no interest in anytKinJ else� 
Yuan DaKua·s brief tenure as Jovernor anG :anJ SKu·nan·s SoliFies meant 
tKe formal enG of ConfuFian sFKoolinJ� NevertKeless� tKe sFKools surviveG 
in some form at least tKrouJK ������� InGeeG� tKe material beneϮts of 
CKinese� lanJuaJe stuGy were still Flear after tKe fall of tKe 4inJ� anG it is in 
tKis SerioG tKat tKe suFFess of many of TurSan·s sFKool JraGuates� now 
aGults at tKe KeiJKt of tKeir inϰuenFe� beFomes Flear�

After tKe ;inKai Revolution� tKe suFFessful JraGuate Ai ;uesKu was 
aSSointeG to SKčKyčr County �SKaya� as tKe Ϯrst maJistrate born a Musul�
man��� It was GiϲFult for SeoSle to aFFeSt Kis autKority� anG tKe SrovinFial 
Jovernment reFeiveG Go]ens of letters FlaiminJ to e[Sose Kis sKortFom�
inJs� )or tKe Ϯrst few years� tKe SrovinFe assumeG tKat tKe FomSlaints 
relateG solely to Ai·s SeFuliar oriJins� but in ����� insSeFtors nevertKeless 
GisFovereG tKat Ai was ForruSt anG KaG Kim GemoteG� He sSent several 
more years in tKe Jovernment as a ta[ FolleFtor anG insSeFtor of water�
works before workinJ Kis way baFk to maJistratesKiSs in Yuli �LoS Nur� anG 
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SKawan� movinJ arounG tKe SrovinFe like any otKer oϲFial��� TKe otKer toS 
stuGent in Ai·s sFKool KaG been Gui ;in� wKose Fareer traMeFtory was simi�
lar� if not as stellar� Gui eventually beFame a villaJe KeaGman anG by ���� 
KaG MoineG tKe yamen Kimself� As of ����� Gui anG Ai were still neiJKbors� 
alonJ witK several otKer sFKool alumni� Most of tKose neiJKbors workeG 
outsiGe tKe yamen� wKere tKey were inGisSensable intermeGiaries� ;u 
YouFKenJ� wKom we met at tKe beJinninJ of tKis FKaSter� aSSears witK 
e[FeStional freTuenFy in tKe TurSan arFKive as a meGiator in a broaG ranJe 
of GisSutes all tKe way tKrouJK ������� Some of Kis suFFess GeriveG from a 
lonJstanGinJ assoFiation witK Kis Flassmate T|m�r� wKo beFame an insSeF�
tor for tKe loFal Jovernment� TKere is otKerwise little mention of Ai·s or 
Gui·s etKniFity in tKese GoFuments or any otKers after ;inKai� or for tKat 
matter of tKe oriJins of =Kou -iyu� ;u YouFKenJ� Mi -iasKan� or a Kost of 
otKer tonJFKis� In tKe arFKival reForG� KavinJ FomSleteG tKeir sFKoolinJ� 
tKey lost tKe label Chan� ´Musulman�µ anG beFame known by tKeir titles� 
AFForGinJly� bioJraSKiFal Getail for any of tKese inGiviGuals is frustrat�
inJly sSarse� )ew GoFuments GisFuss any marriaJes or FKilGren� anG tKose 
tKat Go are in CKaJKatay� suJJestinJ tKat tonJFKis attemSteG to keeS tKeir 
CKinese anG Musulman iGentities seSarate���

InGeeG� tKe GoFumentary reForG bears out tKe wiGesSreaG imSression of 
tonJFKis as ForruSt� JrasSinJ oϲFials wKo amasseG fortunes by e[SloitinJ 
tKe bounGary between tKe interior of tKe  anG tKe soFiety outsiGe 
wKile maintaininJ tKeir own Fommunities� In ����� wKen YanJ =enJ[in 
issueG a GeFree enFouraJinJ Srivate investment� Ai ;uesKu anG Kis brotKer 
AbGul resSonGeG by usinJ Ai·s SroSerty anG oϲFial FonneFtions to oSen 
tKeir own te[tile mill��� TKe mill itself was suFFessful� anG was aSSarently 
built on tKe lanG tKat tKe 4inJ autKorities KaG awarGeG Ai ;uesKu for Kis 
GiliJent stuGy so many years before� However� Ai enJaJeG in an elaborate 
sFKeme to FKeat Kis emSloyees out of tKeir salary� He manaJeG to avoiG tKe 
resultinJ lawsuit until Kis GeatK in ����� wKen Kis family inKeriteG a small 
fortune�

Let us return to AlStekin·s aneFGote about Kis fatKer·s wearinJ of CKi�
nese FlotKes anG reMeFtion by Kis motKer� AlStekin Sresents it as an alleJory 
for tKe alienation of a nation from its KeritaJe: by sSeakinJ tKe lanJuaJe of 
tKe Foloni]er anG wearinJ tKeir FlotKinJ� a Serson loses touFK witK tKeir 
oriJins� In tKe late 4inJ� suFK an essentiali]eG GeϮnition of JrouSness� 
wKiFK reϰeFts tKe belief in Fommon traGitions FonneFteG to a mytK of 

                 
           

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



ᆦወኂቨዧᇹᅵወ በᅵᅡᇹ႐ዧᇹኂቨ

[ ��� ]

Fommon GesFent� was still beinJ workeG out� At tKe same time� reForGeG 
Musulman FomSlaints aJainst tKe tonJFKis are baseG on tKeir abuse of 
Sower anG Sower tKat GeriveG from tKe ability to meGiate aFross lanJuaJes 
anG Fultures� Given tKis Fonte[t� I woulG arJue tKat a GisruStion of tKe 
soFioeFonomiF system was Must as siJniϮFant for tKe iGentiϮFation of a 
JrouS as was tKe violation of linJuistiF anG Fultural bounGaries��� TonJFKis· 
baFkJrounGs� as far as tKey Fan be GisFerneG� inFluGeG botK aristoFratiF 
anG Fommoner families� :Katever tKeir oriJins� tKey GisSlaFeG tKe literate 
Muslim men wKo KaG Sreviously FommanGeG resSeFt anG Fontrol over 
FommuniFation witK autKority� Not only GiG tKeir rise tKerefore GisSlaFe 
some of tKe Sower of Sree[istinJ elites� but it FreateG FonGitions in wKiFK 
tKe bounGaries between SeoSles were Fonstantly reiϮeG by tKe tonJFKis· 
aFt of translation aFross tKem� Let us turn now to tKe substanFe of tKat aFt�

MeGiation anG Mimesis

An UyJKur sayinJ KolGs tKat ´a baG tonJFKi Fan killµ �chala tongchi adäm 
öltürür���� Oral Kistory traFes tKe oriJin of tKis sayinJ baFk to an inFiGent 
GurinJ tKe ;ianJ Army·s reFonTuest wKerein an interSreter·s mistransla�
tion leG to tKe senseless GeatKs of Go]ens of innoFent imams at tKe army·s 
KanGs� Do]ens more were saveG only by tKe timely intervention of a JooG 
tonJFKi� wKo unGerstooG tKe JrammatiFal error tKat KaG been maGe� Yet a 
sinJle event Goes not make for a sayinJ� TonJFKis wielGeG Sower over life 
anG GeatK� anG many smaller boons anG inMuries� tKrouJK tKeir skillful 
maniSulation of lanJuaJe� TKey GiG so not in tKe realm of mere translation� 
but in tKat of mimesis� TKat is� tKe task of tKe tonJFKi was to use narrative 
to fabriFate a reality tKat imitateG tKe assumStions of tKe moral worlG of 
oϲFial CKinese writinJ as well as its unGerlyinJ beliefs about Kuman aFtion 
anG SsyFKoloJy� TKat fabriFation JranteG Giϸerent GeJrees of Sower to 
SeoSle tKrouJK tKeir reSresentations in te[t�

CKaJKatay KaG otKer worGs for ´translatorµ anG ´interSreter�µ suFK as 
 �from ArabiF� or tilmach �from TurkiF�� but tongchi sSeFiϮeG tKe 

bounGary� FrossinJ Musulmans wKo oSerateG in tKe realm of oϲFial CKi�
nese writinJ� TKe etymoloJy of tKe term Soints to tKe GistinFtiveness of 
tKeir aFtivity as an interSlay of meaninJs aFross lanJuaJes: in CKinese� 
tong  means ´to Fross tKrouJK� to FonneFt�µ as well as ´to unGerstanG�µ 
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One tKen aGGs tKe TurkiF suϲ[ � ´one wKo Goes�µ anG so tongchi is ´one 
wKo tongs�µ tKat is� a Serson wKo Jets meaninJs aFross� tKrouJK� from� anG 
to CKinese� TKe worG tong also beFame verbali]eG� as in tKe SKrase ´He 
sKoulG Kave it FommuniFateG �tonglatip� to tKe otKer tonJFKiµ �bashqa 
tongchigha tonglatip bärsun���� TKis verb was useG to GesFribe information 
only in an oϲFial CKinese Fonte[t� wKere te[t SasseG tKrouJK tKe meGium 
of tKe CKinese lanJuaJe�

TonJFKis FontrolleG tKe reSresentational Slay tKat took SlaFe in tKe 
 linJuistiF anG Fultural JaSs between TurkiF Muslim soFiety anG tKe 
aGministration� A tonJFKi·s task was tKerefore to make Musulman sub�
MeFts ´sSeakµ in ways tKat were intelliJible to tKe yamen� TKey GiG so in 
four ways: )irst� GurinJ interroJations� a tonJFKi ´interSreteGµ a Serson·s 
oral sSeeFK for tKe beneϮt of otKer Flerks� so tKat it FoulG be written Gown 
GireFtly in Literary CKinese� :e are fortunate tKat tKe TurSan arFKive 
Fontains many FoSies of testimonies aSSarently written Gown GurinJ 
interroJation� In anotKer Fase of a KusbanG murGerinJ Kis wife� tKis one 
from ����� several witnesses SresenteG GetaileG aFFounts: tKe aFFuseG� a 
younJ Musulman man� tKe GeaG woman·s motKer� also a Musulman� Ker 
younJer anG olGer brotKers� tKeir Hui lanGlorG� two Musulman neiJKbors� 
anG tKe aTsaTal T|m�r��� TKeir testimonies are Keavily reGaFteG� EGitinJ 
marks inGiFate tKe elimination of inFonvenient SassaJes of te[t tKat FKal�
lenJeG tKe narrative tKat tKe yamen wanteG to aGvanFe� followeG immeGi�
ately in some Fases by FontraGiFtory statements� )or e[amSle� tKe viFtim·s 
younJer brotKer� wKo was all of ten sui� left a testimony tKat sKows siJns of 
SromStinJ anG eGitinJ:

I was fast asleeS� anG I Gon·t know wKat KaSSeneG� He took my elGer sister anG 
Fut Ker to GeatK� He also MabbeG me anG MabbeG stabbeG me� anG Ke maGe a lot of 
noise� anG my motKer went to save Ker� I was startleG awake� anG I Jot uS� My 
sister·s KusbanG :čߙil was KolGinJ tKe knife anG GoinJ tKe GeeG KaG alreaGy 
run oϸ�

TKe boy·s worGs reϰeFt tKe Sosition of a FKilG FonfuseG about wKat Kis 
interroJators want to Kear anG unsure of wKetKer Ke ouJKt to Kave KelSeG 
Kis GeaG sister or SerKaSs been a more useful witness� Ultimately� tKe boy·s 
worGs were e[SunJeG from tKe reForG� alonJ witK tKe FKilG Kimself� 
InsteaG� tKe viFtim·s motKer beFame tKe key witness� Her Ϯrst GeSosition 
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sKows tKe same marks of reGaFtion anG insertion: ´My GauJKter� beFause 
sKe was Jravely wounGeG� SasseG away immeGiately� I Jot Gi]]y anG fell to 
tKe JrounG� so I Gon·t know Kow :čߙil esFaSeG�µ Ker testimony reaGs� %y 
tKe enG of tKe montKs of investiJation anG interroJation� tKe oϲFial reForG 
was FKanJeG to state tKat tKis woman KaG seen everytKinJ�

In tKe meantime� we are in tKe awkwarG Sosition of interSretinJ an aFt 
of wKiFK tKere is no GireFt KistoriFal reForG� but only traFes of TurkiF 
sSeeFK in a written te[t in CKinese� It is remarkable tKat no known tran�
sFriSts of oral GeSositions are written in CKaJKatay� as GoinJ so woulG 
Kave saveG tKe trouble of translatinJ on tKe ϰy� Many of tKe eGitinJ marks 
are not relateG to an attemSt to alter tKe faFtual Fontent of a testimony� 
but ratKer FomSensate for tKe raGiFal GiϸerenFes between CKinese anG 
TurkiF synta[� A simultaneous oral interSretation miJKt Kave resulteG in 
te[t tKat seemeG ´out of orGerµ in CKinese� anG so neeGeG to be SlaFeG into 
a loJiFal seTuenFe� Yet tKere is no systematiF way to illuminate tKe SraF�
tiFe of interSretation witKout aFFess to sourFe te[ts� :Kat is Fertain is 
tKat tKe interSreter was Sresent as a means of FommuniFation� but also as 
a barrier seSaratinJ an interroJee·s voiFe from tKe workinJs of tKe MuGiFial 
system�

Yamen staϸ neeGeG to aGvanFe a FoKerent narrative tKat FarrieG tKe 
Tuality of trutK� TKerefore� seFonG� a tonJFKi neeGeG to enJaJe in ventrilo�
Tuism� tKe SroMeFtion of a voiFe into a sSeakinJ subMeFt���� Musulmans in 
tKe arFKive often ´saiGµ tKinJs tKey KaG never uttereG� or at least Srobably 
not in iGiomatiF Literary CKinese� In tKis Fase� tKe viFtim·s motKer not only 
was turneG into tKe sole eyewitness� but was maGe to say sometKinJ tKat in 
tKe eyes of a CKinese maJistrate MustiϮeG a woman·s murGer: Ker GeaG 
GauJKter KaG been aFtinJ like a ´sKrew�µ��� TKat is� tKe motKer·s Ϯnal� for�
mal testimony GesFribeG a Kistory of imSroSriety anG GisobeGienFe on tKe 
Sart of Ker GauJKter� In Ker narration of tKe events of Ker GauJKter·s GeatK� 
tKe GauJKter Goes not simSly ´sFolGµ Ker KusbanG� but ´sFolGs sKrewisKlyµ 
�hanpo hunma�� usinJ a Ϯ[eG e[Sression in CKinese tKat was well known in 
tKe MuGiFial system� TKe SurSose of tKis GeSiFtion� as in tKe Fase GesFribeG 
earlier� was to Mustify tKe murGer anG Jrant tKe KusbanG FlemenFy� TKe 
motKer·s testimony is written mainly in a very FolloTuial �baihua� CKinese 
as well� in orGer to suJJest its autKentiFity to a CKinese reaGer� wKo woulG 
e[SeFt suFK rouJK sSeeFK³ but only in CKinese³ from a Fommoner���� Yet 
tKe use of tKis SKrase was aimeG at aFKievinJ a sSeFiϮF leJal FonseTuenFe� 
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tKe GownJraGinJ of tKe Frime from SremeGitateG murGer �mousha� to tKe 
lesser oϸense of murGer witK intent �gusha����� TKe murGerer·s own testi�
monies reFeiveG a similar treatment����

However� it was not enouJK for a 4inJ subMeFt to be sSoken for in writinJ� 
TKe MuGiFial SroFess reTuireG tKat all Sarties to a Fase must SroviGe a Ϯnal 
testimony� so tKat all aFFounts matFKeG���� TKerefore� anG tKirG� tKe tonJ�
FKi KelSeG to eliFit sSeeFK from tKe subMeFt� TKe TurSan yamen staϸ took 
tKis reTuirement seriously� TKe murGerer in tKis Fase was KelG in a Mail in 
TurSan·s New City� a stinkinJ anG winGowless enFlosure reserveG for vio�
lent Friminals���� On at least tKree oFFasions� tKe Mail·s staϸ transSorteG 
Kim baFk to tKe yamen� wKere tKe tonJFKi anG Flerks walkeG Kim tKrouJK 
new oral testimony� Ultimately� tKe murGerer woulG neeG to say out louG 
tKat Ke aFFeSteG Kis SunisKment as a FonseTuenFe of tKe events GesFribeG�

EaFK GeSosition was an oSSortunity for tKe murGerer·s interSellation as 
a 4inJ subMeFt³ tKe yamen FalleG uSon Kim tKrouJK tKeir labels anG Fate�
Jories� anG as a Srisoner Ke KaG little FKoiFe but to FomSly���� TKey obliJeG 
Kim to GesFribe Kimself tKrouJK tKose FateJories anG to narrate Kis own 
e[SerienFes tKrouJK tKeir reality anG tKe loJiF of Fause� eϸeFt� anG FulSa�
bility tKat was leJible to tKe MuGiFial system� TKe term tKat CKinese yamen 
staϸ FalleG Musulman subMeFts was Chantou� ´wraSSeG� KeaG�µ sometimes 
simSly Chan� ´wraSSeG�µ for sKort� or Chan min� ´wraSSeG� KeaG Fommoner�µ 
TKis term GiϸuseG JraGually from KiJKer� level oϲFial GisFourses of Giϸer�
enFe� as well as Fommon sSeeFK� into tKe SraFtiFe of tKe yamen� anG early 
GoFuments in TurSan label TurkiF� sSeakinJ Muslims more ambiJuously� 
often simSly as min� ´Fommoner�µ or humin� ´ta[� SayinJ Fommoner�µ In tKe 
early ����s� Kowever� Chantou entereG Musulmans· own TurkiF� lanJuaJe 
oral anG written GisFourse in TurSan���� MeanwKile� every Setition from a 
Serson iGentiϮeG as a Musulman� anG every oral testimony� beJan witK a 
statement of tKe sSeaker·s name� aJe� SlaFe of oriJin� anG now etKniF Fate�
Jory: Chan� It is unFlear wKat a Musulman miJKt Kave saiG to tKe initial 
Tuestion of tKeir iGentity wKen sSeakinJ in TurkiF³ SerKaSs ´Musulman�µ 
NevertKeless� tKey woulG Kave KearG ´Chantouµ in tKe immeGiate transla�
tion of tKeir sSeeFK or woulG Kave been maGe to reFite tKe term tKemselves 
at tKe FonFlusion of a Fase�

TKis is one way tKat Folonial law forFes tKe subMeFt to aFFeSt tKe FateJo�
ries of tKe state� tKrouJK tKeir reSetition anG aϲrmation of tKose FateJo�
ries in tKeir own sSeeFK� Chantou GenoteG no leJal FateJory� RatKer� it was a 
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FateJory of SraFtiFe in tKe GisFourse of GiϸerenFe tKat CKinese oϲFials anG 
Fommoners alike FonsiGereG natural� TKe Sino� normative assumStions 
tKat ServaGeG tKe SolitiFo� MuriGiFal system� anG tKe faFt tKat SolitiFal 
Sower resteG Ϯrmly in tKe KanGs of CKinese SeoSle� nevertKeless JranteG 
Chantou a law� like status� Chantou inGiFateG tKe GoFile kinG of Muslim sub�
MeFt� as oSSoseG to tKe Hui� tKat ;ianJ Army leaGers KaG GesFribeG as beinJ 
Flose to Fivili]ation� anG beinJ iGentiϮeG as suFK imSlieG not only traFtabil�
ity� but simSliFity anG nawvetp� NevertKeless� to be reJarGeG as a fool FoulG 
be aGvantaJeous� as CKinese oϲFials easily SitieG a Chantou�

:e may enG tKis seFtion on a liJKter note� witK a fourtK e[amSle of tKe 
tonJFKi·s role in makinJ a Musulman subMeFt sSeak� by imitatinJ tKe forms 
of te[t tKat oϲFials founG aFFeStable� A tonJFKi FoulG reSlaFe Musulman 
FateJories witK tKeir SerFeiveG CKinese eTuivalents anG tKereby reSresent 
tKeir Flients as normative imSerial subMeFts� One SartiFularly Flear e[am�
Sle Fomes from a Setition tKat a JrouS of akKunGs sent to tKe TurSan Sre�
feFt in ����� FomSlaininJ about tKe moral ForruStion brouJKt by CKinese 
Srostitutes���� TKe CKaJKatay oriJinal reaG:

To tKe Jreat � a Setition from all of your unGerlinJs from PiFKan� LiusKi 
Hu� Er GonJ� anG San GonJ:

Every sSrinJ� our runoϸ from tKe mountains Fomes in tKe fourtK montK� 
Now� Kowever� it is tKe tentK Gay of tKe fourtK montK� TKe water is still not 
FominJ from tKe mountains� :e JatKereG tKe akKunGs anG went about every�
wKere� SrayinJ� TKe water still Goes not Fome� :e askeG very� very olG SeoSle 
wKo Kave liveG for a very lonJ time� ´:Ky sKoulG it be so"µ TKey saiG� ´If tKere 
is muFK Srostitution in tKe lanG� tKe water won·t Fome�µ

:e ϮnG: tKere are some baG women in tKis area� TKese women enJaJe in 
Srostitution� TKey neitKer take tKeir leave� nor Jo about SeaFefully GoinJ tKeir 
business� but always Go baG tKinJs� %eFause of tKe baGness of tKeir aFts� our 
water Goes not Fome� %uJs eat our FroSs� anG tKe winG blows tKem away� :e 
submit tKis Setition on tKese matters�

As we will see in FKaSter �� ´baG womenµ � � beFame a Fom�
mon term for women wKo KaG se[ outsiGe of tKeir Fommunities� wKetKer it 
be Musulman women witK CKinese men or CKinese women witK Musulman 
men� TKe Setition itself is a fairly transSarent attemSt to mobili]e tKe Ser�
FeiveG biases anG interests of tKe CKinese maJistrate� )irst� tKere are Flues 
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inGiFatinJ Kow tKese akKunGs tKemselves souJKt to imitate tKe struFture 
anG lanJuaJe of a CKinese� lanJuaJe Setition from tKe SrovinFial system: 
TKe oSeninJ line uses a CKinese worG tKat was alreaGy Fommon in TurkiF 
GisFourse�  �CKaJKatay �� wKiFK is a resSeFtful term for tKe 
maJistrate� ´:e ϮnGµ � � is Sarallel to CKinese cha or ManFKu baicaci� 
terms useG in oϲFial writinJ� It was not Fommonly useG in tKis way in CKa�
JKatay� More to tKe Soint� tKe akKunGs suJJest a maJiFal relationsKiS 
between se[ual aFtivity anG tKe availability of mountain runoϸ� Certainly� 
we Fan imaJine a metaSKoriFal relationsKiS between se[ual ϰuiGs anG 
water� anG between tKe fertility of tKe ϮelGs anG of Kuman beinJs� However� 
tKe suJJestion tKat tKis knowleGJe was JaineG from ´very� very olG SeoSle 
wKo Kave liveG for a very lonJ timeµ � � 
invokes stereotySes about CKinese resSeFt for tKe elGerly� as reϰeFteG in 
tKe stories of e[treme Ϯlial Siety tKat tKe ;ianJ Army was GistributinJ 
tKrouJK tKe � TKis Sart of tKe Setition also uses oGGly stilteG anG 
reSetitive lanJuaJe tKat may seek to imitate Literary CKinese� )inally� tKe 
akKunGs emSKasi]e tKeir use of Srayer anG ritual� in tKis Fase Srobably 
referrinJ to usinJ tKe  stone to summon rain in times of GrouJKt� :Kile 
Muslim Fommentators were skeStiFal of CKinese rituals³ ́ TKey Kave tKis 
stuSiG iGea tKat it·s beneϮFial� tKat it keeSs SeoSle from JettinJ siFk or tKe 
Fity from FatFKinJ on Ϯreµ³ tKey nevertKeless reFoJni]eG tKat tKis kinG of 
maJiF was Fentral to tKe workinJs of CKinese Sower����

TKis Setition·s CKinese translation Sresents tKese events anG tKeir 
suSernatural Gimensions ratKer Giϸerently:

TKe suSerintenGents� mҸrčbs� anG FKiefs of PiFKan� LiusKi Hu� Er GonJ� anG San 
GonJ Setition tKe �

:e Setition: tKe lanGs farmeG by tKose KouseKolGs tKat we Muslim FKiefs 
aGminister are all laFkinJ water� Every year� tKey GeSenG on mountain runoϸ to 
irriJate tKem� %efore� mountain runoϸ always ϰoweG Gown to irriJate tKe 
sSrouts in tKe Ϯrst ten Gays of tKe fourtK montK� TKis year� uS until now� tKere 
Kas been no water at all�

:e Muslim FKiefs ϮnG: :e askeG olG folks arounG Kere� wKo saiG tKat tKe 
reason tKat tKe mountain runoϸ still Kas not arriveG is all beFause tKere are 
e[tremely many Srostitutes Kere� %eFause tKey Kave oϸenGeG loFal sSirits� tKey 
Kave bloFkeG uS tKe mountain runoϸ� so it Goes not ϰow� RiJKt now� tKe sSrouts 
are all Gry� :e Muslim FKiefs Mointly Setition to ask tKe maJistrate to forbiG 

                 
           

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



ᆦወኂቨዧᇹᅵወ በᅵᅡᇹ႐ዧᇹኂቨ

[ ��� ]

Srostitution anG Flear tKe lanG� in orGer to reFeive tKe sSirits· manifest resSonse 
anG save tKe myriaG SeoSle�

AJain� tKe key strateJiF framinJ of tKe Setition involves tKe GeSloyment of 
´sSirits�µ TurSan Musulmans liveG unGer a reJime tKat aSSeareG obsesseG 
witK ritual anG maJiF� anG witK resSeFtinJ tKe GemanGs of tKe sSirits� In 
����� CKinese settlers in TurSan KaG ´borroweGµ a mosTue to Serform a rit�
ual Grama� after wKiFK settlers anG oϲFials alike FonsiGereG tKe mosTue to 
Kave beFome a CKinese temSle���� A FonϰiFt ensueG tKat SersisteG into tKe 
ReSubliFan SerioG� GemonstratinJ tKat sSirits were more Sowerful tKan 
eartKly GemanGs� Not lonJ before tKe akKunGs wrote tKeir Setition� tKe Tur�
San Jovernment KaG FolleFteG funGs to renovate a temSle for TurSan·s Fity 
JoG� :Kile tKe FolleFtion was nominally voluntary� GoFuments inGiFate 
tKat Musulmans FonsiGereG it manGatory� altKouJK tKe maJistrate Sermit�
teG tKem to Gonate anonymously���� Yet tKe most mysterious of CKinese 
sSirits were tKose tKat GwelleG in tKe mountains� TKe %oarG of Rites GesiJ�
nateG tKe rituals useG to worsKiS tKose mountains at Ϯ[eG times of year� 
anG Musulman stuGents SartiFiSateG in tKem� TKerefore� tKe akKunGs· 
Setition attemSteG to aSSeal to wKat tKey imaJineG as CKinese sSirituality 
in orGer to ask for tKe e[Sulsion of CKinese Srostitutes�

It GiG not work� TKe maJistrate anG Kis staϸ SerFeiveG tKe motives 
beKinG tKe Setition� He reSlieG�

LoFal Srostitutes anG itinerant wKores all ouJKt to be banisKeG� to suSSort tKe 
transformation of Fustoms� As for tKe Soor ϰow of mountain runoϸ� it is only 
tKat tKe weatKer Kas been Fool lately� anG tKe snows are not meltinJ� :Kat 
Goes tKis Kave to Go witK Srostitution" :Kat Kas been SetitioneG is truly fabri�
FateG nonsense�

TKe maJistrate reMeFteG tKe notion tKat outsiGers FauseG sSiritual instabil�
ity� wKiFK in tKis Fonte[t was a GeviFe for talkinJ about a kinG of soFial 
instability tKouJKt to be FauseG by se[ between members of Giϸerent 
JrouSs� anG FallinJ on state Sower to aFt uSon it� OtKer interSreters were 
muFK more suFFessful� anG we will see in tKe ne[t FKaSter Kow Musulmans 
FoulG use tKe ;ianJ Army·s resettlement SroMeFt to e[Sel or FonϮne Musul�
man women tKey believeG to Kave violateG tKe bounGaries of tKeir Fommu�
nity� In tKis Fase� tKe maJistrate miJKt Kave faFeG stronJ oSSosition from 
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CKinese settlers� merFKants� anG solGiers if Ke KaG followeG tKe Musulmans· 
wisKes� botK for GenyinJ CKinese men se[ual Sartners anG for obeyinJ tKe 
suJJestions of akKunGs�

A tonJFKi was Sowerful� but not omniSotent� MalfunFtions in tKe system 
of FommuniFation� suFK as tKe translation of tKe akKunGs· Setition� Soint 
to tKe imSerfeFt nature of mimesis as a means of aSSroSriatinJ tKe Sower 
of tKe state� :Ken a GeSosition or Setition favoreG tKe maJistrate·s Sriori�
ties� or sometKinJ obsFure FoulG be reSresenteG in aSSealinJ lanJuaJe� a 
tonJFKi·s work FoulG favor a Flient or interroJee� Musulman or otKerwise� 
It was more GiϲFult to mobili]e tKe state·s symbols anG forms aJainst it� A 
baG tonJFKi FoulG inGeeG kill by inFomSetenFe or maliFe� but an eϸeFtive 
tonJFKi SroviGeG tKe maJistrate witK an imaJe of tKe SeoSle Ke JoverneG� 
an imaJe tKat Ke FoulG Sresent in turn to Kis suSeriors� ReSresentinJ a 
Musulman murGerer� for e[amSle� as a moral ConfuFian Serson FoulG save 
tKeir life� wKile eliFitinJ a CKantou iGentity from a GominateG Musulman 
subMeFt JranteG tKem tKe limiteG Sower to evinFe symSatKy or Sity from 
tKe maJistrate�

* * *

´A baG tonJFKi Fan kill�µ as tKe sayinJ Joes� anG as we will see in FKaSter �� 
a tonJFKi FoulG also be SerFeiveG as FausinJ KistoriF GisruStion to tKe Fos�
miF anG soFial orGer� TKese aFtors wKo liveG in between lanJuaJes� reli�
Jions� anG Fultures were nevertKeless obliJateG to Sresent tKemselves as 
normative ConfuFians� as tKe kinGs of moral men wKom tKe ;ianJ Army 
souJKt to foster amonJ tKe Muslims� :Kile tKe tonJFKis GiG not neFessar�
ily embraFe tKe army·s iGeoloJy� tKeir eGuFations nevertKeless alloweG 
tKem to emboGy a ConfuFian anG CKinese subMeFtivity� SartiFularly in tKe 
realm of tKe written worG� in wKiFK tKey FoulG Sresent not Must tKeir own 
iGentities but Muslim soFiety in terms tKat were aFFeStable anG leJible to 
CKinese oϲFials� TKe tonJFKi·s Fonstant motion aFross a JaS between two 
moGes of reSresentation Grew attention to tKe GiϸerenFe between tKem� 
anG it GiG so in a Fonte[t tKat was inFreasinJly routine anG intimate� 
Musulmans esSeFially were e[SoseG to new reminGers of tKeir linJuistiF 
GiϸerenFe anG tKe alienness of CKinese� now emboGieG in a ϮJure wKo 
also aSSeareG to be losinJ tKe marks of Muslim iGentity�

TKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt·s FenterSieFe� tKe ConfuFian sFKools� tKerefore 
KaG an ironiF result: )irst� tKe ;ianJ Army KoSeG to transform soFiety from 
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below anG witKin� anG tKen to use its aJents of transformation as bilinJual 
anG biFultural intermeGiaries� InsteaG of information� Kowever� tKey 
reFeiveG imaJes of soFiety FrafteG for tKeir FonsumStion aFForGinJ to tKe 
forms anG limitations of MuGiFial GoFuments suFK as Setitions anG GeSosi�
tions� As we will see in tKe ne[t FKaSter� tKe Sower of translation was not 
useG to transmit elite values to Muslim subMeFts anG eϸeFt tKeir assimila�
tion into tKe CKinese eFumene� but insteaG to SoliFe tKe bounGaries arounG 
tKe Muslim Fommunity� NevertKeless� tKe tonJFKi SlayeG tKe key role in 
FausinJ Musulman subMeFts to sSeak� anG so tKeir oral interSretation enableG 
tKe routine interSellation of Musulman subMeFts aFForGinJ to tKe FateJories 
tKat were aFtive in tKe state� JrantinJ informal FateJories tKe Sower of for�
mal� leJally reFoJni]eG bounGaries� TKe institutions of assimilation tKere�
fore FauseG estranJement� wKile tKe aSSaratus meant to faFilitate Fommuni�
Fation insteaG GemonstrateG SeoSle·s seSarateness wKile assiJninJ tKem a 
GistinFtive label: CKantou�
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YANG RONG·S GRANDSON went by ´PoFkmarkµ �Mazi�� in referenFe to Kis 
aFne� sFarreG faFe� He was a Kabitual Jambler� wKiFK YanJ tolerateG until 
tKe eveninJ of May �� ����� wKen a younJ Musulman woman nameG MeK�
risK �MairesKa� SounGeG on Kis FourtyarG Jate�� AFForGinJ to YanJ� sKe was 
Grunk anG GeFlarinJ in a louG voiFe tKat sKe was betrotKeG to PoFkmark 
anG woulG marry Kim tKat very Gay� TKey KaG aSSarently met at tKe tav�
ern� MeKrisK was insistent� anG as SeoSle awoke anG emerJeG from tKeir 
Goorways to marvel at tKe GisSlay� YanJ founG Kimself Saraly]eG witK 
sKame� He GeSuti]eG a neiJKbor to lie anG tell MeKrisK tKat tKe weGGinJ 
Gate KaG been SostSoneG�

YanJ RonJ·s troubles were not over� Kowever� anG sKame Grove Kim 
eventually to tKe maJistrate·s oϲFe� YanJ was a villaJe KeaGman� FKarJeG 
witK GeliverinJ fortniJKtly leFtures on morality� anG tKerefore SlayeG a 
FritiFal role in Fivili]inJ tKe borGerlanG� Yet Kis own JranGson� Ke Fom�
SlaineG� FarouseG witK Musulman women� He beJJeG tKe maJistrate to 
SunisK PoFkmark anG MeKrisK in ways tKat Ke FoulG not� tKreateninJ tKem 
witK Srison anG beatinJs for JamblinJ anG Srostitution� TKe maJistrate 
reSlieG� Kowever� tKat tKere was no eviGenFe tKat MeKrisK KaG FommitteG 
any Frime� MarriaJe� after all� was FonsiGereG a stabili]inJ forFe anG Sre�
Fisely wKat was neeGeG to settle a rowGy younJ CKinese man anG a lasFivi�
ous Musulman woman� At tKis Soint� tKe arFKival trail faGes away� PerKaSs 
tKey marrieG�

)OUR

%aG :omen anG Lost CKilGren
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PoFkmark anG MeKrisK·s Fase illustrates tKe Sroblems tKat emerJeG in 
late� 4inJ ;inMianJ as Fulturally GistinFt moGes of se[ual e[FKanJe FlasKeG 
in ways tKat leG to a reiϮFation of etKniF bounGaries� RelationsKiSs between 
CKinese anG Musulmans were usually SroGuFts of FoerFion� neFessity� or 
Srostitution anG Fame to be FonsiGereG aSSroSriate to lower� Flass men� but 
below tKe GiJnity of oϲFials� On eitKer siGe of tKat relationsKiS� very Gif�
ferent SraFtiFes surrounGinJ marriaJe anG Srostitution� anG very Giϸerent 
GeϮnitions tKereof� FreateG Fonfusion about tKe nature of intimate rela�
tionsKiSs� FomSounGeG by a SolitiFs of reSresentation tKat souJKt to 
obsFure se[ual violenFe in tKe lanJuaJe of ConfuFian ortKoGo[y� )reTuent 
bounGary� FrossinJ leG to a KarGeninJ of tKose bounGaries SreGiFateG on 
SerFeiveG tKreats to masFulinity� namely� male mastery over women·s boG�
ies� DesFent as a siJn of membersKiS in a bounGeG Fommunity JraGually 
took SreFeGenFe over tKe more ϰe[ible emboGieG iGentities of reliJion anG 
lanJuaJe��

TKere arose in tKis Fonte[t tKe KauntinJ ϮJure of tKe ´baG womanµ 
� �� a SariaK e[FluGeG from tKe Musulman Fommunity for Ker 
se[ual relationsKiSs witK non� Muslim OtKers� TKe lives of suFK ́ baG womenµ 
illuminate tKe FonϰiFts tKat emerJeG arounG tKe attemSt to transform tKe 
Muslim family� TKat intervention� like tKe otKer asSeFts of tKe Fivili]inJ 
SroMeFt� took SlaFe on two levels: TKe SrovinFial SroMeFt not only attemSteG 
to seeG Muslim soFiety witK tKe SatriarFKal norms anG SraFtiFes esSouseG 
by tKe jingshi JrouS by inFulFatinJ Musulman boys witK ConfuFian values� as 
GesFribeG in tKe Srevious FKaSter� tKey enJaJeG in a FomSreKensive reset�
tlement SroJram tKat forFeG men anG women³ mainly lower� Flass CKinese 
men anG Muslim women³ into marriaJes meant to Fivili]e botK Sarties� 
MeanwKile� unGer tKe GiϲFult eFonomiF FirFumstanFes of tKe ReFonstruF�
tion era� many Musulman women solG tKemselves as wives to CKinese men� 
or else were kiGnaSSeG anG traϲFkeG by brokers� wKo were mainly Hui�

In tKis new se[ual eFonomy� Musulmans� Hui� anG CKinese Fame to 
oFFuSy new struFtural Sositions tKat ForresSonGeG to FommoGity� broker� 
anG Fonsumer� resSeFtively� TKese Sositions JaineG a new GeJree of soFial 
reality as tKey were FomSounGeG by eFonomiF ineTualities� However� eFo�
nomiF status alone GiG not SroGuFe a more FoKerent sense of a bounGeG 
Musulman iGentity� RatKer� tKe sale of Musulman women SresenteG a tKreat 
to Musulman masFulinity� wKiFK in turn enFouraJeG Musulman men to 
tiJKten tKeir Fontrol of women·s boGies� )irst� Musulman leaGers ostraFi]eG 
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women wKo KaG se[ outsiGe of tKe bounGaries of tKe Fommunity� SeFonG� 
tKey leveraJeG tKe institutions of tKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt to GisFiSline tKese 
women tKrouJK sSatial seJreJation� As bounGary violation anG mi[eG 
GesFent beFame inFreasinJly salient sourFes of soFial tension� tKe iGea of 
Musulman� ness sKifteG away from a Fommunity of SraFtiFe GeϮneG by Fom�
mon lanJuaJe anG SartiFiSation in Fertain forms of IslamiF Siety� anG 
towarG an imaJineG Fommunity rooteG in an iGea of Fommon GesFent�

TKis FKaSter builGs on Srevious work in KistoriFal etKnoJraSKy to e[Slore 
Kow norms anG SraFtiFes were FKallenJeG in times of FKanJe�� It takes a 
´se[ual eFonomyµ aSSroaFK in orGer to illuminate Kow Sower anG belonJ�
inJ were artiFulateG in tKe e[FKanJe of se[ual� GomestiF� anG reSroGuFtive 
labor� TKinkinJ in tKese terms KelSs us to e[Slore raFial suSremaFy anG 
male suSremaFy simultaneously by illuminatinJ Kow Fertain SeoSle valueG 
otKers· lives anG labor�� At tKe same time� it KiJKliJKts women·s aJenFy or 
laFk tKereof in transaFtional e[FKanJes of se[ual labor tKat were meant to 
builG soFial or eFonomiF FaSital in times of Frisis�� TKat transaFtionality 
takes on new meaninJs in borGerlanGs anG Folonies� wKerein tKe maFro� 
level relationsKiS of Gomination between one JrouS anG anotKer Slays out 
in FomSliFateG ways in everyGay intimaFy anG bounGary maintenanFe��

It also FonFerns intimate relationsKiSs tKat were almost universally vio�
lent anG e[Sloitative�� I attemSt as far as Sossible to Konor anG emSKasi]e 
tKe voiFes of viFtims� However� tKe systematiF suSSression of women·s 
voiFes was Fentral to tKe Freation of leJible narratives at tKe yamen anG to 
tKe maintenanFe of imSerial anG ;ianJ Army iGeoloJy� In tKat sense� tKis 
FKaSter is a Kistory of SatriarFKies in FomSetition³ of interaFtions between 
two Giϸerent ways of GeSloyinJ women·s boGies anG voiFes so tKat men 
FoulG remain in Fontrol of tKem� TKe GoFuments must be reaG tKrouJK tKat 
SolitiFs of reSresentation�

MarriaJe anG Se[: PraFtiFes anG PerFeStions

TKe ;ianJ Army founG Musulman marriaJe SraFtiFes morally reSuJnant� 
:Kile tKeir Gerision may Kave been unwarranteG� tKey were ForreFt in 
iGentifyinJ Jreat GiϸerenFes between ConfuFian anG Musulman norms� 
However� CKinese writers at least sinFe Sima 4ian �Fa� ���² �� ᄽᅐᅵ� Kave 
aFFuseG tKeir enemies of violatinJ tKe SrinFiSles of JooG soFiomoral orGer 
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tKrouJK outlanGisK marriaJe� to tKe Soint tKat it beFame a troSe of CKinese 
etKnoJraSKiF writinJ�� It is neFessary to outline Kow Musulman marriaJe 
tenGeG to work in TurSan from a Musulman SersSeFtive� so as to Gisentan�
Jle tKe Kistory of soFial FKanJe from tKe Kistory of reSresentations of 
GiϸerenFe�

TKe ;ianJ Army·s main obMeFtions were to a Sair of SraFtiFes tKat were 
very Fommon in East Turkestan� namely� serial marriaJe anG temSorary 
marriaJe� :Kile SolyJamy was alloweG unGer IslamiF law� it nevertKeless 
aSSears to Kave been unFommon for one man to Kave many wives in tKe 
same KouseKolG�� :Kere men GiG Kave multiSle wives� tKey were usually 
unaware of eaFK otKer� TKe urJe to KiGe suFK an arranJement anG tKe faFt 
tKat it sometimes FauseG FonϰiFt suJJest tKat Musulmans GiG not aFFeSt it 
fully� InsteaG� serial marriaJe was tKe norm� as botK men anG women 
GivorFeG witK some freTuenFy� anG tKen remarrieG otKer Sartners� InGeeG� 
a wiGow or GivorFpe FoulG be FonsiGereG more valuable tKan a Ϯrst� time 
briGe� esSeFially if sKe KaG GemonstrateG Ker ability to SroGuFe FKilGren��� 
TKe result was tKat any inGiviGual miJKt Kave a number of wives or Kus�
banGs over tKe Fourse of a lifetime� anG blenGeG families were Fommon�

:Kile statistiFal Gata is laFkinJ� aneFGotes abounG� anG one of tKe riFK�
est is SroviGeG by MullaK Abࡃ ¶l� MaKGҸ� our aFTuaintanFe from tKe intro�
GuFtion��� Abࡃ ¶l� MaKGҸ was marrieG no fewer tKan four times between tKe 
����s anG ����� His Sarents arranJeG tKe Ϯrst marriaJe wKen Ke was seven�
teen years olG� to a woman tKat Ke anG Kis younJ frienGs founG unattraFt�
ive� LookinJ baFk� Abࡃ ¶l� MaKGҸ FritiFi]eG Kis younJer self for beinJ sSoileG 
anG Setulant� as Ke KaG marrieG Ker but refuseG to Slay tKe role of Kus�
banG� His Sarents Jave in anG returneG tKe woman to Ker family� Not lonJ 
after� Abࡃ ¶l� MaKGҸ·s Sarents GieG� anG Kis olGer brotKers� wKo were tryinJ 
to riG tKemselves of tKeir obno[ious siblinJ� arranJeG a new matFK� Abࡃ 
¶l� MaKGҸ GiG not Fare for Kis seFonG wife eitKer� as sKe was unattraFtive anG 
from a Soor family� However� tKe reoFFuSation of TurSan in ���� anG tKe 
FonFomitant FKanJes in tKe eFonomy GeSriveG Kim of means of suSSort 
otKer tKan Ker labor anG Kis own� :Kile Abࡃ ¶l� MaKGҸ was FonsiGerinJ 
GivorFe� sKe beFame SreJnant� anG tKey raiseG tKeir son toJetKer� %etween 
Kis GeSenGenFe on GoinJ baFkbreakinJ unskilleG labor to survive anG Ker 
aSSarently bottomless aSSetite³ keeSinJ in minG tKis is Kis narration� not 
Kers³ Ke Jrew weary of tKe marriaJe� He GivorFeG Kis wife anG left Ker witK 
tKeir son� wKom Ke never saw aJain but believeG woulG survive�
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Abࡃ ¶l� MaKGҸ was satisϮeG witK Kis ne[t wife� wKo was an e[Fellent busi�
nesswoman� TKe FouSle KaG eiJKt FKilGren toJetKer anG were marrieG for 
twenty� seven years� GurinJ wKiFK time tKey marrieG oϸ two sons� Eventu�
ally� tKis woman SasseG away� anG Abࡃ ¶l� MaKGҸ liveG witK Kis unmarrieG 
FKilGren as a sinJle fatKer� Later� GurinJ KarGer times� Kis fourtK marriaJe 
was to a wiGow wKo brouJKt two GauJKters of Ker own into Kis FrowGeG 
Kouse� At tKis Soint� Abࡃ ¶l� MaKGҸ KaG twelve SeoSle unGer one roof� anG 
tKe ϮJKtinJ was enGless� He anG Kis wife trieG marryinJ one of Ker GauJK�
ters to one of Kis sons� but tKat only worseneG tKe FonϰiFt� MarryinJ Ker 
seFonG GauJKter to Abࡃ ¶l� MaKGҸ·s olGer brotKer tKen seemeG like a reason�
able solution³ until tKat turneG botK siGes of tKe family aJainst tKem� Only 
intervention by tKe loFal IslamiF autKorities suFFeeGeG in establisKinJ 
SeaFe in tKeir KouseKolG�

:Kat is strikinJ about Abࡃ ¶l� MaKGҸ·s aFFount is tKe GeJree to wKiFK Kis 
marriaJes were FomSanionate� It is well establisKeG tKat Musulman women 
were relatively inGeSenGent��� A man FoulG value Kis wife not only for Ker 
FomSany� but also for Ker ability to Fontribute to tKe KouseKolG eFonomy� 
as Abࡃ ¶l� MaKGҸ GiG� Even investiJators sent to assess tKe state of UyJKur 
soFiety in tKe ����s� wKo were inFlineG to emSKasi]e tKe inMustiFe of ´feu�
Galµ arranJeG marriaJes� FonFeGeG tKat women FoulG Kave a Jreat Geal of 
inGeSenGenFe in FKoosinJ a Sartner anG runninJ a KouseKolG� :omen also 
returneG to tKeir natal Komes freTuently to see family�

)amilies reJularly GiviGeG tKeir wealtK between FKilGren� wKo were 
e[SeFteG to start KouseKolGs of tKeir own� anG sKort marriaJes SroGuFeG 
smaller� more atomi]eG families witK fewer obliJations to an e[tenGeG 
network of relatives��� New families tenGeG to outJrow tKeir Tuarters in 
tKe family FourtyarG anG loFate Kouses of tKeir own� wKile tKe GivorFeG 
anG wiGoweG miJKt or miJKt not return Kome� TKe TurSan arFKive rarely 
Sresents multiJenerational FourtyarG Komes but mainly GesFribes fami�
lies in wKiFK Sarents anG aGult FKilGren liveG at enouJK of a GistanFe 
from eaFK otKer tKat visitinJ a family member reTuireG makinJ a sSeFial 
triS� Available statistiFal eviGenFe Forroborates tKe iGea tKat tKe Musul�
man family was relatively atomi]eG: an unGateG late� 4inJ reJister of 
ta[� SayinJ KouseKolGs �hu� from tKe town of HanGun� wKere Abࡃ ¶l� MaKGҸ 
liveG for a time� lists ��� Musulman KouseKolGs ranJinJ in si]e from two 
to nineteen members� witK an mean KouseKolG si]e of ���� inFluGinJ 
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FKilGren��� TKis is only sliJKtly KiJKer tKan tKe averaJe Musulman Kouse�
KolG si]e aFross ;inMianJ� wKiFK was Ϯve SeoSle��� On tKe otKer KanG� tKe 
reJister sKows tKat Abࡃ ¶l� MaKGҸ·s larJe family in one Kouse was not 
a total anomaly� as a KanGful of KouseKolGs inFluGeG more tKan ten 
members�

´TemSorary marriaJeµ � � was Fommon amonJ Musulmans 
before anG after tKe YaTࡃb %eJ SerioG��� Generally sSeakinJ� a Muslim 
merFKant far from Kome was enFouraJeG or even SressureG to inteJrate 
into Kis Kost Fommunity by takinJ a wife on a Ϯ[eG� SerioG FontraFt� Tem�
Sorary marriaJe� muFK like tKe  marriaJe known in Iran� was meant 
to suSSly tKe man witK se[ual Sleasure� FomSanionsKiS� anG GomestiF ser�
viFe wKile Ke was in resiGenFe��� In e[FKanJe� tKe woman·s family reFeiveG 
FontraFtually sSeFiϮeG JooGs� TemSorary marriaJes were liFenseG by tKe 
reliJious autKorities� inFluGinJ an akKunG·s SerformanFe of a marriaJe 
Feremony� At tKe same time� temSorary marriaJe is not GesFribeG in manu�
als of MurisSruGenFe from tKe .asKJar IslamiF Fourt� suJJestinJ tKat loFal 
Muslim autKorities GiG not GistinJuisK it in ritual or leJal terms from orGi�
nary marriaJe � ���� Overall� temSorary marriaJe was not taboo� Never�
tKeless� as IlGiky %ellpr� Hann Soints out� a woman·s relative seFurity in a 
temSorary marriaJe was relateG to Flass� anG tKose wKo entereG into suFK 
an arranJement out of tKeir or tKeir Sarent·s neeG to survive tenGeG to suf�
fer Jreater abuse���

TemSorary marriaJe tKus oFFuSieG an unFertain sSaFe between mar�
riaJe anG Srostitution� YaTࡃb %eJ·s reJime forbaGe it� as it GiG not Fonform 
to normative IslamiF SraFtiFe in tKe nearby )erJKana 9alley� wKenFe tKey 
KaG Fome��� :Kile late� 4inJ CKinese observers GiG not iGentify temSo�
rary marriaJe by name� tKey interSreteG tKe SraFtiFe in Giϸerent ways� 
iGentifyinJ temSorary wives as ´wivesµ �qi� or sometimes ´FonFubinesµ 
�qie�� ´:ifeµ �qi� imSlieG a normative� leJal� anG morally ortKoGo[ arranJe�
ment� but in tKe KistoriFal reForG� tKe term euSKemi]eG a ranJe of relation�
sKiSs� inFluGinJ tKose tKat a moGern observer woulG Fonstrue as se[ual 
slavery or Srostitution� ConFubinaJe in traGitional CKina was a leJal� ortKo�
Go[ SraFtiFe� altKouJK one tKat many founG morally Tuestionable� In tKe 
TurSan arFKive� SeoSle GeSloyeG tKe worG concubine �qie� in orGer to Fast 
Fertain relationsKiSs in an unsavory liJKt� relationsKiSs tKat aJain ran tKe 
Jamut from FomSanionate marriaJes between FonsentinJ aGults to a man·s 

                 
           

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



ᄽ႐ᅡ ጪኂበᅵቨ ႐ቨᅡ ቈኂዘዧ ᅐᇖᇹቈᅡወᅵቨ

[ ��� ]

ownersKiS of a traϲFkeG woman� In rare Fases of SolyJyny� tKis CKinese 
worG for ´FonFubineµ FoulG inGiFate a Muslim man·s seFonGary wife� Of 
Fourse� wKen an interesteG Sarty aGGresseG tKe yamen� it woulG Kave been 
unwise to Soint out tKat a Muslim man FoulG leJally marry several wives of 
nominally eTual status� InsteaG� SeoSle were obliJeG to reSresent tKeir 
lives as tKose of normative CKinese subMeFts� so as to avoiG moral Fensure� 
TKe SolitiFs of translation ensureG tKat tKe CKinese autKorities GiG not 
Kave a Ϯrm JrasS of Kow Musulmans· marriaJes workeG�

CKinese observers nevertKeless interSreteG temSorary anG serial mar�
riaJe as a siJn of Musulmans· fallen moral FonGition� =uo =onJtanJ·s Flerk 
;iao ;ionJ GesFribeG Musulman marriaJe tKus:��

If a man marries several women� no one tKinks it stranJe� anG if one Goes not 
suit Kim� Ke simSly Jives Ker uS� � � �  TKe laGies laFk SroSer teaFKinJ� anG most 
are wanton� On summer Gays� tKey invite Jirl Sals to batKe in tKe river witKout 
sKame� In tKe fertile lanGs of tKe SoutKern EiJKt Cities [tKe Tarim %asin]� tKeir 
e[travaJant anG wanton Fustoms are even more e[treme� meaninJ tKat tKere 
are aFtually fewer women wKo aFt overtly as Srostitutes� � � �  If a KusbanG mar�
ries a woman anG tKen learns sKe is ´ϰaweG�µ anG if Ke is moveG to break oϸ tKe 
marriaJe� tKen tKe briGe·s family Kas notKinJ to say aJainst it� It is like tKe Fus�
toms of Yue�

;iao·s etKnoJraSKiF eye saw Musulmans in terms of anFient CKina·s GeeS 
SoutK� tKe Fountry of Yue� onFe tKe SeriSKery of tKe Han anG TanJ emSires 
anG� from tKis SersSeFtive� tKe eGJe of tKe Fivili]eG worlG� ;iao ;ionJ·s 
Fomments KaG at least as muFK to Go witK a lonJstanGinJ traGition of 
essentiali]inJ tKe OtKer in terms of Geviation from ConfuFian se[ual 
norms� inFluGinJ tKe troSe of e[otiF women batKinJ toJetKer in a stream��� 
TKose troSes were usually assoFiateG� Kowever� witK tKe SeoSles of tKe 
soutKern borGerlanGs� suFK as tKe Dai or Miao� wKile e[FluGinJ tKe steSSe 
SeoSles of tKe NortK� Not FoinFiGentally� tKe SoutKern SeoSles liveG unGer 
tKe SrovinFial system or in aG KoF arranJements in wKiFK maJistrates Fol�
laborateG witK loFal FKiefs �tusi�� DeSiFtinJ Musulman women as ´SoutK�
ernµ SeoSles reϰeFts Musulmans· new relationsKiS witK CKinese Sower 
unGer tKe SrovinFial system� tKe aGministrative sKift of ;inMianJ from 
tKe bureauFratiF ´NortKµ to tKe ´SoutK�µ Yet ;iao ;ionJ was also one of tKe 
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Ϯrst in a lonJ series of CKinese oϲFials wKo iGentiϮeG Musulman marriaJe 
anG family struFture as tKe root reason for Musulmans· neeG for Fivili]a�
tion� TKe blame anG resSonsibility for Musulman se[uality� in tKe eyes of 
CKinese oϲFials� fell sTuarely on Musulman women� wKo� aFForGinJ to 
;iao ;ionJ� were so aFFustomeG to lasFiviousness tKat tKere was no Flear 
GistinFtion between Srostitutes anG orGinary women in tKe Musulman 
KeartlanG���

TKe GeSiFtion of Musulman women as ´wantonµ was not entirely new� 
Earlier CKinese observers of tKe ´:estern ReJions�µ inFluGinJ tKose visit�
inJ TurSan� KaG FommenteG on tKe ease witK wKiFK Musulman women 
GivorFeG tKeir KusbanGs��� TKey were not inForreFt� as HanaϮ MurisSru�
GenFe alloweG for a relatively easy GivorFe for women� esSeFially for tKose 
wKose KusbanGs KaG abanGoneG tKem��� Ga]etteers FommenteG on wKat oϲ�
Fials FonsiGereG Musulmans· GebaseG family morals� OϲFials FomSlaineG 
about Kow Musulmans laFkeG surnames but useG SatronymiFs insteaG³ tKis 
was not only an aGministrative inFonvenienFe� but a siJn tKat tKey were 
inFaSable of maintaininJ lineaJes��� In more e[treme formulations� Musul�
mans were saiG to laFk any FonFeSt of Ϯlial Siety beFause tKey FoulG not traFe 
tKeir anFestry��� Musulmans were tKerefore ϰaweG subMeFts anG SeoSle witK�
out Kistory� in tKat tKey laFkeG moral JuiGanFe from tKe Sast� SuFK an anal�
ysis of Musulman soFiety aSSears absurG� Jiven tKe imSortanFe of tKe 
veneration of tKe GeaG in loFal reliJious life anG tKe ranJe of FKilGren·s 
obliJations to tKeir Sarents� NevertKeless� it woulG take until tKe very enG 
of tKe 4inJ for a KiJK oϲFial to note tKe siJniϮFanFe tKat Musulmans 
SlaFeG on tombs���

TKat notion of Musulman immorality FontinueG to inform Kow SrovinFial 
leaGers artiFulateG SoliFy� In ����� Liu -intanJ enGorseG a reSort from CKen 
MinJyu� tKen Jeneral insSeFtor of reFonstruFtion � �� 
aϲrminJ tKe army·s basiF view tKat tKe key to stability was tKe moral trans�
formation of tKe Musulmans��� TKe Fore of SroSriety � �� Ke arJueG� was 
GisFiSlininJ familial relationsKiSs anG JraGually alterinJ Fustoms unGer tKe 
striFt JuiGanFe of tKe Gistant sovereiJn� CKen·s assessment was tKe basis of a 
SroFlamation tKat e[SliFitly forbaGe GivorFe� TKe 4inJ CoGe alreaGy Sre�
sFribeG very narrow FonGitions unGer wKiFK a KusbanG FoulG reSuGiate Kis 
wife� wKile women were simSly not alloweG to Gissolve a marriaJe��� How�
ever� CKen anG Liu arJueG tKat tKis law neeGeG striFter imSlementation 

                 
           

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



ᄽ႐ᅡ ጪኂበᅵቨ ႐ቨᅡ ቈኂዘዧ ᅐᇖᇹቈᅡወᅵቨ

[ ��� ]

amonJ Musulmans: maJistrates faFinJ a GivorFe Fase woulG be reTuireG to 
avoiG Fustomary lenienFy out of symSatKy for tKe aFFuseG� anG insteaG seek 
KarsKer SunisKments� TKat meant� for e[amSle� tKat a wife wKo ϰeG Ker Kus�
banG� or wKo GivorFeG Kim unGer IslamiF law but witKout tKe Sermission of 
tKe 4inJ state� woulG reFeive at minimum tKe statutory SunisKment of one 
KunGreG strokes witK tKe ´Keavy stiFk�µ a bamboo Sole about tKree inFKes 
tKiFk� tKe blows of wKiFK FoulG kill or Sermanently inMure a Kuman beinJ� Liu 
JranteG maJistrates tKe latituGe to imSose even KarsKer SunisKments�

TKe army leaGersKiS·s SreMuGiFes were baseG not only on Fultural Giϸer�
enFe� but on Flass an[ieties about tKe violent Sotential of tKe sort of unmar�
rieG� uSrooteG men wKo FomSoseG tKe rank anG Ϯle� tKe so� FalleG ´bare 
stiFks�µ�� :Ken it Fame time to Gemobili]e� army leaGers immeGiately 
GeSiFteG tKeir former solGiers as obvious tKreats� Must as otKer members of 
tKe jingshi Fommunity GiG in Hunan anG Hubei��� TKey orGereG tKe men 
wKo won tKem tKe NortKwest to be Farefully monitoreG on tKe roaGs baFk 
to Hunan� lest tKey turn to banGitry� At tKe same time� tKousanGs of Gemo�
bili]eG solGiers simSly settleG in ;inMianJ� wKere tKey farmeG� traGeG� anG 
laboreG� IroniFally� tKese ´GanJerousµ men KaG been Sart of tKe Slan all 
alonJ� Jingshi tKinkers from GonJ =i]Ken anG :ei Yuan onwarG KaG GreameG 
of simultaneously Fivili]inJ ;inMianJ anG taminJ tKe unattaFKeG men of 
CKina SroSer by senGinJ tKem to Foloni]e tKe borGerlanG��� In tKeir vision� 
a bare stiFk anG a Muslim woman FoulG marry anG� tKrouJK tKeir Fultiva�
tion of tKe KusbanG� anG� wife relationsKiS� eaFK brinJ tKe otKer to Fonform 
to ConfuFian norms� GonJ anG :ei·s vision was almost -eϸersonian in its 
faitK in tKe frontier·s ability to Freate moral SeoSle tKrouJK labor��� Yet 
GonJ� :ei� anG later =uo =onJtanJ·s Slans also reϰeFteG an[ieties about 
tKe bare stiFk³ wKo was imSliFitly Komose[ual³ as a tKreat to tKe reSro�
GuFtion of tKe normative family�

MarriaJe was tKerefore at tKe Keart of tKe ;ianJ Army·s SroMeFt in ;inMi�
anJ� TKe iGea tKat marriaJe SroGuFeG Fertain kinGs of subMeFts Soints to 
tKe FonsonanFe between Flass SreMuGiFes anG beliefs about etKnoreliJious 
GiϸerenFe artiFulateG in tKe Fentral te[ts of Hunanese jingshi tKouJKt� Yet 
it was also Sart of a broaGer anG in many ways muFK olGer GisFourse about 
GiϸerenFe tKat informeG reSresentations of Musulmans in subtler ways� 
%efore CKinese oϲFials arriveG in ;inMianJ� tKey e[SeFteG to ϮnG an alien 
soFiety as it was GeSiFteG in tKeir books� one in wKiFK KeteroGo[ marriaJe 
SroGuFeG wiGesSreaG immorality� TKe ambiJuities of serial marriaJe anG 

                 
           

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



ᄽ႐ᅡ ጪኂበᅵቨ ႐ቨᅡ ቈኂዘዧ ᅐᇖᇹቈᅡወᅵቨ

[ ��� ]

temSorary marriaJe FonϮrmeG tKeir SreFonFeStions anG tKe neFessity of 
tKeir mission to Fivili]e�

DisSlaFement TKrouJK 9iolenFe anG Resettlement

TKe main meFKanisms tKat tKe Srovisional anG SrovinFial aGministrations 
useG to imSose Sino� normative family relations were forFeG marriaJe anG 
resettlement� Resettlement seemeG neFessary� as tKe Muslim uSrisinJs 
anG reFonTuest KaG GisSlaFeG larJe numbers of SeoSle� Early estimates 
from tKe ;ianJ Army inGiFate massive GeSoSulation� esSeFially aFross tKe 
NortK� wKere many CKinese� maMority settlements KaG been ra]eG anG tKeir 
resiGents killeG� enslaveG� or sFattereG��� Pro² YaTࡃb %eJ FKroniFles 
GesFribe events in wKiFK Kis armies forFibly removeG Hui anG CKinese from 
tKeir Komes anG Grove tKem into servituGe in tKe SoutK�

One of tKe ;ianJ Army·s early imSeratives was tKerefore to seSarate 
JrouSs of SeoSle³ CKinese� Musulman� anG Hui³ wKere members of eaFK 
JrouS FoKabiteG� An orGer from =uo =onJtanJ in ���� FommanGeG tKe 
ReFonstruFtion AJenFies to insSeFt Musulman KouseKolGs for CKinese FKil�
Gren tKey KaG taken in��� :arfare� Ke reasoneG� was an oSSortunity for 
Muslims to kiGnaS or enslave CKinese� SartiFularly orSKaneG FKilGren� but 
restorinJ tKese FKilGren to tKeir families miJKt save tKeir lineaJes� TKe 
aJenFies inGeeG liberateG many SeoSle from FaStivity� One man� a Musul�
man nameG 4čGir� was founG to Kave KelG a CKinese woman anG man in 
bonGaJe��� 4čGir FlaimeG tKat� GurinJ Kis serviFe to YaTࡃb %eJ� Ke KaG 
been ´orGereGµ to marry tKe woman� His assertion was in keeSinJ witK an 
aSSarent Sattern of se[ual violenFe: YaTࡃb %eJ·s trooSs sometimes mur�
GereG Musulman women enJaJeG in temSorary marriaJes to CKinese 
 solGiers��� MeanwKile� CKaJKatay� lanJuaJe aFFounts anG tKe observations 
of outsiGers attest to tKe wiGesSreaG forFeG Fonversion of CKinese men to 
beFome ´new Muslims�µ However� very little is saiG in tKe KistoriFal reForG 
about tKe fates of tKose CKinese women wKo GiG not ´martyrµ tKemselves� 
anG tKeir Fonversion SerKaSs involveG forFeG marriaJe� 4čGir·s seFonG 
 CKinese FoKabitant was a younJ man� wKom 4čGir FlaimeG was a ´renter�µ 
DurinJ tKe insSeFtions� 4čGir FoerFeG botK CKinese SeoSle into reSresent�
inJ tKemselves as a marrieG FouSle rentinJ a room� but botK esFaSeG anG 
beJJeG tKe aJenFy to free tKem�
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DurinJ tKe insSeFtions� a CKinese woman from Gansu� Li shi� tolG tKe 
maJistrate Ker story� wKiFK attests to a GeeSer Kistory of se[ual violenFe: 
Early in tKe Muslim uSrisinJs in Gansu� a Hui rebel killeG Li shi·s family anG 
took Ker as a ´FonFubineµ �qie���� He took Ker witK tKe Hui leaGer %ai Yan�
Ku·s army beyonG tKe Pass anG settleG in DiKua� wKere tKe ;ianJ Army 
eventually e[eFuteG Kim as a rebel� TKe GeaG man·s brotKer� Ma )uyuan� 
FomSelleG Ker to stay as Kis own FonFubine� Li shi esFaSeG anG ϰeG to 
 TurSan� wKere sKe beJJeG for fooG� Eventually� a CKinese oϲFer nameG 
YanJ San took Ker in� aSSarently into an informal GomestiF relationsKiS� 
Ma )uyuan aFFuseG YanJ San of KavinJ kiGnaSSeG Kis ´wifeµ³ not 
´FonFubineµ³ of twenty years or more� Ma )uyuan testiϮeG tKat sKe was not 
nameG Li shi� but Ma shi� suJJestinJ tKat sKe was a native� born Hui witK a 
tySiFal Hui surname� but only masTueraGinJ as CKinese� Ma )uyuan was 
founG out� Kowever� anG Li shi won Ker freeGom� TKe establisKment of 4inJ 
military anG SolitiFal Sower in TurSan aϸorGeG all of tKese SeoSle a FKanFe 
to seek better FonGitions by FlaiminJ etKniF or reliJious GiϸerenFe� )orFeG 
marriaJe or slavery was not� Kowever� in itself JrounGs for liberation³ one 
neeGeG to be a CKinese viFtim of a Muslim to be freeG�

:Kile some SeoSle now JaineG tKeir freeGom� tKe resettlement FreateG 
new forms of GisSlaFement� TKe sKeer sFale of resettlement is aSSarent 
only from sFattereG GoFuments� but some settlements were si]able� In tKe 
town of DabanFKenJ� for e[amSle� tKe RefuJees AJenFies �nanmin ju� settleG 
twelve KunGreG refuJees� eaFK of wKom was suSSlieG witK Jrain anG blan�
kets��� Yet resettlement GemanGeG tKe enforFement of tKe normative fam�
ily� anG so tKe aJenFies took GisSlaFeG SeoSle� marrieG tKem to eaFK otKer� 
anG Jave tKem Slots of fallow lanG to unGertake reFlamation� TKis aFt was 
GesFribeG as a man ´aGoStinJ a refuJee � � �  as a wifeµ �
zuo qishi���� DoFuments reForGinJ tKeir assiJnations were brief anG routine: 
´=Kao Gui[inJ is now orGereG to tKe yamen� Ke is orGereG to be SaireG witK 
a CKinese woman�µ reaGs one��� TKe eϸort was meant to Freate families for 
tKose wKo KaG none� Fultivate tKe Gesert� anG Fivili]e tKe borGerlanG� It 
more tKan inFiGentally enforFeG a SatriarFKal family struFture in wKiFK 
women� wKo tenGeG to be Muslims anG often KaG FKilGren� were brouJKt 
into tKe KouseKolGs of sinJle CKinese men�

)reTuently� tKe aJenFies aFtually GiviGeG families� In tKe introGuFtion� 
we met :ei shi� a Hui woman wKo was runninJ Must aKeaG of tKe ;ianJ 
Army in ����� :ei shi KaG been travelinJ witK Ker KusbanG� Ma =KenJKai� 
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anG tKeir FKilGren all tKe way from SKaan[i� wKere Ma feareG Ke woulG be 
e[eFuteG for rebellion��� TKey were KeaGeG to tKe Ili 9alley anG tKe stability 
aϸorGeG by tKe Russian oFFuSation wKen� somewKere near 4umul� tKe 
family was seSarateG� :ei shi founG Ker brotKer� in� law� anG tKey went 
toJetKer to .asKJar� TKere tKe RefuJees AJenFy took Ker in anG assiJneG 
Ker to a CKinese nameG =enJ CKanJminJ as Kis ´wifeµ �qi�� TKe aJenFy 
JranteG tKem a Slot of lanG in Aksu� wKere tKey farmeG anG raiseG two 
FKilGren alonJsiGe :ei shi·s own� Ten years later� Ma =KenJKai Ϯnally 
traFkeG Kis wife Gown� Kalf of CKina away from Kome� Ma anG :ei shi 
intenGeG to move away toJetKer� but =enJ refuseG to release Ker� anG so Ma 
sueG Kim for ´kiGnaSSinJ Kis wife�µ In tKe ensuinJ investiJation� :ei shi 
testiϮeG tKat ´A Muslim woman anG a CKinese eaFK follow Giϸerent teaFK�
inJsµ � �� SKe Srobably tKouJKt tKe maJ�
istrate woulG unGerstanG tKat it was natural for a Hui woman to be witK a 
Hui man� or tKat tKe seSaration of SeoSles aSSlieG not only to tKose imSris�
oneG in otKer·s KouseKolGs� but to free SeoSle as well� Ultimately� Kowever� 
tKe ;inMianJ Jovernment enforFeG tKe SrinFiSle of Saternity: =enJ was to 
retain Kis FKilGren� anG Ma Kis� MeanwKile� no one ´kiGnaSSeGµ :ei shi� it 
was FonFluGeG� beFause tKe RefuJees AJenFy KaG GeFiGeG tKeir SairinJ� 
anG tKat arranJement was Ϯnal� ReJarGless of Ker Srevious marriaJe� tKe 
maJistrate aGGeG� time anG tKe bonGs of family life KaG FonϮrmeG tKe 
matFK³ =enJ anG :ei shi stayeG marrieG�

:ei shi·s arJument tKat sKe anG a CKinese man FoulG not belonJ toJetKer� 
as tKey followeG Giϸerent reliJions� ouJKt to Kave resonateG witK tKe eϸort 
to seSarate CKinese� Hui� anG Musulmans� InGeeG� we will see a Muslim oϲ�
Fial make tKat same arJument³ anG suFFessfully³ later� However� :ei shi 
GiG not suFFeeG� How� tKen� are we to unGerstanG tKe loJiF of forFeG mar�
riaJe unGer tKe ;ianJ Army" )irst of all� its Joal was not simSly to Fontrol 
women·s se[ual anG GomestiF labor� but to instrumentali]e tKat labor in 
tKe serviFe of a furtKer obMeFtive: to establisK a ConfuFian JenealoJiFal 
FonsFiousness anG tKe SraFtiFes of Ϯliality tKat tKe ;ianJ Army leaGersKiS 
believeG were neFessary to maintain an orGerly� family� baseG soFiety� TKe 
FonFlusion of tKis Fase Soints to tKe suSremaFy of Satrilineal GesFent over 
all otKer FonFerns� SeFonG� resettlement was a means for tKe army to enaFt 
its e[FeStional Sower over Kuman life� A FKallenJe to tKe GeFisions of tKe 
RefuJees AJenFy was a FKallenJe to tKe raison G·rtre of tKe Fivili]inJ 
SroMeFt�
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Yet resettlement also formali]eG anG leJitimi]eG tKe se[ual violenFe of 
tKe ;ianJ Army·s reFonTuest of tKe NortKwest� Many oϲFers took Hui 
wives by forFe� anG in liJKt of Fases reForGeG in tKe TurSan arFKive� rumors 
tKat Liu -intanJ KaG taken a Hui FonFubine in Gansu after killinJ tKe wom�
an·s family seem Slausible��� OtKer stories FirFulateG about solGiers wKo 
traGeG women SlunGereG from Muslim families� Musulmans wKo remem�
bereG tKe reFonTuest of ;inMianJ FoulG be more e[SliFit� A FKroniFler writ�
inJ in ���� GesFribeG tKe FonTuest of .asKJar: ´All tKe AnGiManis� tKey 
killeG� TKe CKinese took tKeir wives as tKeir own wives� Many women 
refuseG to submit anG were martyreG�µ�� Resettlement� from tKe SersSeF�
tive of SrovinFial leaGers� woulG Kave solveG tKe Sroblems of solGiers· 
aJJression by satisfyinJ wKat aSSeareG to be solGiers· Fentral Gesire to 
suFFeeG as family men on tKe frontier� Muslim women� wKom tKe army 
SerFeiveG to be wanton anG reaGily available� as well as only SeriSKerally 
Fivili]eG Jiven tKeir laFk of family FonsFiousness� FoulG be forFeG into obe�
GienFe as tKe lesser Sartners in KusbanG� wife relationsKiSs�

CKinese Men PurFKasinJ Musulman %riGes

:Kere resettlement faileG to suSSly CKinese settler men witK wives� wife 
SurFKasinJ� self� sale� anG traϲFkinJ steSSeG in� Many of tKe survival strat�
eJies tKat GisSlaFeG Musulman women emSloyeG were familiar from CKina 
SroSer� as were tKe SraFtiFes of brokeraJe tKat traϲFkeG Musulman women 
into CKinese KanGs� Yet in ;inMianJ tKese SraFtiFes JaineG an etKniF FKar�
aFter� as a minority of CKinese men emSloyeG Hui merFKants to seFure 
wives from tKe Musulman maMority�

After tKe ;ianJ Army·s arrival� tKe sFarFity anG e[Sense of fooG forFeG 
SeoSle� women esSeFially� to seek alternative means of survival� One solu�
tion was to marry someone witK money� usually a solGier� Han shi� a Hui 
woman from TurSan� maGe tKis FKoiFe wKen Ker family was on tKe eGJe of 
starvation��� )irst YaTࡃb %eJ·s army KaG sent Ker KusbanG on tKe lonJ 
marFK into slavery GurinJ tKeir sieJe of TurSan� Han shi Jave Ker KusbanG 
uS for GeaG anG workeG to sustain Ker family until tKe arrival of tKe army 
anG risinJ Jrain SriFes maGe it imSossible to survive on Ker own� Han shi 
resSonGeG to tKese worseninJ FonGitions Ϯrst by marryinJ oϸ a GauJKter� 
anG tKen by ϮnGinJ a new KusbanG wKo FoulG maintain Ker� TKat Ker 
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seFonG KusbanG� Li CKaoronJ� was CKinese mattereG little³ after all� tKe 
aJenFies were marryinJ Muslims to CKinese� anG Han shi at least loFateG a 
KusbanG before beinJ assiJneG one� Like many Gemobili]eG solGiers� Li CKao�
ronJ souJKt out some lanG to farm in one of tKe CKinese� maMority towns in 
tKe NortK tKat tKe uSrisinJs KaG reGuFeG to ruins� TKe FouSle traveleG 
nortKwest to tKeir new Kome� but alonJ tKe way� Han shi·s last FKilG GieG� 
anG tKe FouSle·s relations soureG� Han shi returneG to TurSan to stay witK 
Ker son� in� law� at wKiFK time Ker Ϯrst KusbanG reaSSeareG� leaGinJ to a 
GisSute muFK like tKat surrounGinJ :ei shi�

Demobili]eG solGiers easily founG wives unGer suFK FonGitions� SolGiers 
wKo marrieG Jenerally GiG so tKrouJK simSle SurFKase by FontraFt� wKiFK 
blurreG tKe SerFeiveG lines between marriaJe� temSorary marriaJe� anG 
Srostitution� In many GisSutes� one Sarty aFFuseG anotKer of kiGnaSSinJ 
�guai or lu� a woman� wKile tKe aFFuseG woulG GefenG Kimself by arJuinJ 
tKat Ke KaG in faFt bouJKt Ker �mai���� In one early Fase� a Sair of Hui sol�
Giers from SKaan[i� Ma -infu anG YanJ :usKi]i� took leave from tKe army 
in ������� TKey went aKeaG alonJ tKe Hui� GominateG traGe routes into ;in�
MianJ� anG settleG in -imsar to traGe� TKere tKey marrieG two CKinese 
women� HuanJ shi anG Niu shi� In ����� tKe FouSles moveG to TurSan� wKere 
Ma moveG in witK a SiFKuan Army FommanGer anG solG beef� wKile YanJ 
renteG a Slot of lanG in TuyuT� %otK went for a few Gays to Karvest YanJ·s 
FroS� anG wKen tKey returneG� tKey founG tKat tKeir wives anG JooGs were 
Jone� Some investiJation founG tKat a man livinJ nearby nameG Yu Dabi 
KaG kiGnaSSeG botK� sellinJ one of tKe wives to anotKer man wKile keeSinJ 
tKe otKer for Kimself� :Ken FonfronteG� Yu lauJKeG at tKe men anG tolG 
tKem� ´tKose are women tKe solGiers Kave Fast oϸµ � ��

Yu was e[SressinJ a Fommon sentiment tKat solGiers· marriaJes were 
merely temSorary relationsKiSs FontraFteG for servituGe anG se[� anG 
tKerefore no Fause for emotional attaFKment or moral inGiJnation� Realis�
tiFally� a solGier was not marrieG in tKe sense of KavinJ KaG a matFK 
arranJeG by Kis family� anG not neFessarily even in tKe minimal leJal sense 
of KavinJ FonGuFteG tKe neFessary marriaJe Feremony� Even after arrivinJ 
in ;inMianJ� Ke was likely to move arounG ratKer tKan settle into a stable 
KouseKolG� AFForGinJ to tKe SoSulation reJisters of TurSan� wKiFK were 
maGe many years after tKe reFonTuest� CKinese ta[ KouseKolGs �hu� usually 
FonsisteG of JrouSs of unrelateG men livinJ toJetKer unGer one roof� Of tKe 
twenty� one CKinese KouseKolGs reJistereG in HanGun� for e[amSle� only 
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eiJKt KaG any woman members at all� in Fontrast to ���� SerFent of tKe ��� 
Musulman KouseKolGs anG nearly all of tKe twenty� seven Hui KouseKolGs��� 
UnmarrieG sinJle men livinJ alone were Flearly only Fommon amonJ CKi�
nese� It is tellinJ tKat FonϰiFts involvinJ Srostitution tKat esFalateG into 
violenFe were more Fommon in tKe CKinese� maMority NortK� wKere larJe 
numbers of men FomSeteG over a very small number of women� as Fom�
SareG to tKe Musulman� maMority SoutK� In some Fases� tKe FirFumstanFes 
of a FonϰiFt make it Flear tKat a man woulG Srostitute Kis wife to otKers in 
a situation resemblinJ informal SolyanGry���

TKe SauFity of marriaJeable CKinese women SersisteG for many years 
after tKe reFonTuest� SromStinJ aJinJ solGiers to seek marriaJes to Musul�
man women tKrouJKout tKe late 4inJ� Until ����� marriaJes between CKi�
nese settler men anG Musulman women were GesFribeG in tKe arFKive 
striFtly in terms of ´SurFKase�µ After tKis Soint� Kowever� settlers beJan to 
use tKe term bride price � � to refer to tKe money Jiven to a Musulman 
woman·s family for Ker� TKis sKift in GisFourse reϰeFts tKe JraGual normal�
i]ation of relations between CKinese� Hui� anG Musulmans� anG it is simul�
taneous witK a GeFrease in tKe reSorts of kiGnaSSinJs anG forFeG marriaJes 
tKat were very Srominent immeGiately after tKe reFonTuest� :Kile it was 
not neFessarily tKe Fase tKat se[ual violenFe GeFreaseG in TurSan� SeoSle 
at least learneG to reSresent GomestiF relationsKiSs in ways tKat FonformeG 
to tKe yamen·s e[SeFtations�

InGeeG� Musulmans woulG not normally Kave unGerstooG marriaJe in 
terms of ´briGe SriFe�µ AFForGinJ to %ellpr� Hann� e[FKanJes of Jifts anG 
FasK in marriaJe in tKe Musulman Fonte[t Fannot be reaG straiJKtfor�
warGly� or from an emiF SersSeFtive� as SurFKase or tKe Sresentation of a 
briGe SriFe��� RatKer� � wKiFK Kas often been translateG as ´briGe 
SriFe�µ SointeG to a ranJe of transaFtions between families� briGes� anG 
Jrooms� wKiFK FoulG be normatively renGereG in tKe lanJuaJe of SurFKase� 
but were more often one staJe in a lonJ series of symboliF e[FKanJes in tKe 
builGinJ of Fommunity� DoFuments from .asKJar anG aFFounts of elite 
marriaJe in 4umul alike inGiFate tKat tKe e[FKanJe of JooGs� SartiFularly 
livestoFk� FlotKinJ� anG fooG� was Fentral to FontraFtinJ a marriaJe between 
Musulmans��� In tKe multietKniF soFiety of TurSan in tKe late nineteentK 
Fentury� Kowever� tKe nature of  FKanJeG� It FonsisteG more often of 
silver wKen a Musulman GauJKter marrieG outsiGe of Ker Fommunity� 
wKile FlotKinJ anG otKer JooGs remaineG tKe norm in marriaJes between 
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Musulmans��� :Kile Musulman families souJKt to maintain Fommunity 
witK one anotKer tKrouJK ritual e[FKanJes of JooGs over time� tKey may 
Kave seen marriaJes out to Hui anG CKinese more as strateJies for sKort� 
term ϮnanFial stability or Jain� CKinese FoulG easily Kave interSreteG a 
FasK  in terms of briGe SriFe� wKiFK woulG tKerefore be reminisFent of 
survival strateJies Fommon in CKina SroSer��� Moreover� tKe e[FKanJe of a 
women for money beFame Flosely tieG to Sroblems of Gebt� in wKiFK lenGers 
were usually CKinese or SoutK Asian merFKants wKo reaGily aFFeSteG 
GauJKters in lieu of Sayment���

:ife� sellinJ anG self� sale in SartiFular were familiar from CKina SroSer� 
wKere suFK SraFtiFes were Fommon in tKis time of uSKeaval� but also Fen�
sureG by tKe ConfuFian moralists wKo now KelG SolitiFal Sower� InGeeG� in 
tKe Fore SrovinFes� tKe e[FeStional SunisKment of ´e[eFution on tKe sSotµ 
was e[SliFitly GeSloyeG aJainst SeoSle wKo traϲFkeG in women or forFeG 
marriaJes��� TKat faFt eϸeFtively maGe e[eFution on tKe sSot a SunisKment 
for tKe GesSerately Soor� or for tKose wKo took aGvantaJe of tKem� In ;inMi�
anJ� Kowever� marriaJe of any kinG serveG tKe Fentral SurSose of tKe Fivi�
li]inJ SroMeFt� to Freate family units� anG so tKere are no reForGs of e[eFu�
tion on tKe sSot for traϲFkers in ;inMianJ� InsteaG� tKe SrovinFial 
autKorities followeG a substatute of tKe 4inJ CoGe� aFForGinJ to wKiFK kiG�
naSSinJ anG sellinJ a woman witK Ker aSSarent aJreement was SunisKable 
witK tKe sentenFe of tKree years· imSrisonment anG one KunGreG strokes��� 
Someone FoulG tKerefore be e[eFuteG swiftly for beinJ a rootless ´bare 
stiFkµ wKo stole FlotKinJ from a ForSse� but not for sellinJ anotKer Kuman 
beinJ into slavery� as tKe latter was seen as FreatinJ families�

TKis SunisKment� wKile GebilitatinJ� was not neFessarily a GeatK sen�
tenFe� anG tKe Sotential for SroϮt from traϲFkinJ in Musulman women 
was KiJK� Moreover� yamen emSloyees were often involveG� In ����� for 
e[amSle� two Musulman runners workinJ for tKe PiFKan subGistriFt maJ�
istrate were aFFuseG of kiGnaSSinJ a younJ Musulman woman anG sellinJ 
Ker to a Mr� Li��� AFForGinJ to tKe kiGnaSSeG woman·s brotKer� tKe runners 
KaG assumeG tKat tKe family was witKout a fatKer� as tKeirs was away Fut�
tinJ wooG� anG saw an oSSortunity to kiGnaS an aSSarently ´GisSlaFeG 
womanµ �nüliu� anG ´settleµ Ker witK a new KusbanG� TKis was far from tKe 
only time tKat a CKinese man aFTuireG a Musulman woman by money or 
forFe in TurSan wKile Ker male relatives were away� Late one niJKt in ����� 
a woman nameG Piya]a �%iya]i� was awakeneG by a banJinJ on tKe Goor��� A 
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CKinese man nameG =enJ YuFKenJ burst in anG GemanGeG to marry Ker 
GauJKter� TKe SresumStuousness of Kis reTuest asiGe� Piya]a·s GauJKter 
alreaGy KaG a KusbanG� wKo was away on business in Aksu� Piya]a·s GauJK�
ter fouJKt =enJ� bitinJ Kis KanG anG GrawinJ blooG� but Ke manaJeG to 
knoFk Ker unFonsFious anG Farry Ker oϸ� =enJ imSrisoneG tKe younJ 
woman in Kis Kouse for several Gays� In tKe ensuinJ investiJation� Ke 
FlaimeG to Kave SaiG for tKe GauJKter several montKs beforeKanG tKrouJK 
a Hui intermeGiary� He was unGer tKe imSression tKat Piya]a·s GauJKter 
was a Srostitute� anG tKe Hui merFKant KaG aSSarently taken aGvantaJe of 
=enJ·s Fonfusion to GefrauG Kim of a substantial ´briGe SriFe�µ =enJ lost tKe 
Fase� wKile tKe Hui broker GisaSSeareG witK tKe money�

=enJ YuFKenJ was FreGulous of Kis ability to SurFKase a Musulman 
woman witK no male JuarGian Sresent botK beFause of tKe wiGesSreaG Ser�
FeStion tKat ´unattaFKeGµ Musulman women souJKt CKinese KusbanGs 
anG beFause of tKe onJoinJ traGe tKat faFilitateG suFK arranJements� Liu 
Yun� a younJ CKinese man from SKan[i wKo soMourneG in 4itai� similarly 
FlaimeG to Kave been Grawn unwittinJly into Kuman traϲFkinJ��� In ����� 
Ke SaiG tKirty taels to marry a twelve� sui Musulman Jirl from TurSan 
nameG RawঋallaK �Ruo]anJle�� wKo Fame to live witK Kim� TKis was a tySi�
Fal arranJement for a soMourner in a temSorary marriaJe: Ke eϸeFtively 
aFTuireG a Jirl anG SlaFeG Ker in bonGaJe� Ϯrst as a GomestiF servant� later 
as a se[ual Sartner� In late ����� RawঋallaK·s fatKer Ablimit sueG Liu Yun 
before tKe 4itai Founty maJistrate� Ablimit FlaimeG tKat RawঋallaK KaG a 
Srevious KusbanG� anG tKat Liu Yun KaG kiGnaSSeG Ker� Liu obMeFteG anG 
SointeG out tKat RawঋallaK was by tKen four montKs SreJnant� )urtKer 
investiJation leG to a settlement from tKe maJistrate: Liu woulG Say twenty 
taels as a Ϯne� anG Ke woulG keeS tKe baby onFe it was born� wKile RawঋallaK 
woulG return to Ker mysterious ´Srevious KusbanG�µ Liu Yun� baϵeG by tKe 
situation but Sowerless to FKanJe it� later ran aFross RawঋallaK in tKe Kouse 
of a Hui man� =KanJ SKi� He later learneG tKat Ablimit anG =KanJ SKi were 
known to be in FaKoots� kiGnaSSinJ Jirls� wKom tKey SresenteG as Ablim�
it·s ´GauJKters�µ anG sellinJ tKem as wives�

TKe aSSarent obsession of one CKinese man in TurSan illustrates at 
lenJtK tKe FomSle[ interaFtions between Giϸerent Sarties· SerFeStions of 
marriaJe��� TKe man was =KanJ ;i� a forty� Ϯve� sui� olG ;ianJ Army vet�
eran� anG Ke Flumsily attemSteG to leveraJe tKe yamen·s autKority to 

                 
           

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



ᄽ႐ᅡ ጪኂበᅵቨ ႐ቨᅡ ቈኂዘዧ ᅐᇖᇹቈᅡወᅵቨ

[ ��� ]

seFure Kis marriaJe to a Musulman Jirl only si[ sui olG� =KanJ·s strateJy 
was to Sresent Kimself as a moral inGiviGual wKo souJKt a normative mar�
riaJe anG tKe fulϮllment of a FontraFt witK tKe Jirl·s fatKer� AєmaG� wKom 
Ke GeSiFteG in Kis FomSlaints as a swinGler wKo e[traFteG a briGe SriFe but 
faileG to Geliver tKe GauJKter� %etween AєmaG anG =KanJ stooG a Hui bro�
ker� -in SKaoyuan� wKo liveG witK AєmaG anG aFteG as a translator for tKis 
seeminJly well� to� Go merFKant� In ����� =KanJ ;i aSSroaFKeG -in SKao�
yuan witK a reTuest to marry AєmaG·s GauJKter Nurlan �NiulianJ� in 
e[FKanJe for a Kefty briGe SriFe� inFluGinJ Fattle� Jrain� anG a sum of 
money� AєmaG was interesteG in marryinJ tKe Jirl oϸ� as Ker motKer KaG 
GieG� anG a younJ woman·s utility lay in Ker ability to brinJ wealtK into 
tKe family� -in wrote uS a FontraFt witK two FoSies� one in CKinese anG 
anotKer in CKaJKatay� wKiFK were witnesseG by a suSerintenGent anG an 
akKunG� =KanJ suSSoseGly SroGuFeG tKe briGe SriFe anG e[SeFteG to 
marry tKe Jirl immeGiately� brinJinJ Ker into Kis Kome for GomestiF labor 
anG� onFe sKe KaG reaFKeG se[ual maturity� in orGer to SroGuFe an Keir� 
However� AєmaG GelayeG tKe marriaJe� Sossibly beFause Ke GeteFteG 
sometKinJ GisturbinJ in =KanJ ;i·s intentions� =KanJ ;i liveG witK a num�
ber of otKer CKinese men� anG wKile Ke may Kave SossesseG tKe neFessary 
wealtK to Say tKe � AєmaG may riJKtly Kave feareG tKat Nurlan woulG 
be abuseG in Ker marital Kome� At tKe same time� AєmaG may Kave 
GoubteG =KanJ·s ability to Say� anG inGeeG� it is unFlear wKetKer =KanJ 
aFtually SroGuFeG tKe � =KanJ aSSroaFKeG AєmaG anG Nurlan as 
tKouJK Ke FoulG seFure tKe Jirl easily witK Kis outsiGer·s wealtK anG sta�
tus� but in faFt =KanJ� GesSite beinJ CKinese� KaG less eFonomiF FaSital 
tKan AєmaG� As noteG earlier� temSorary marriaJe FoulG vary aFForGinJ 
to soFioeFonomiF status� anG wKile CKinese solGiers anG merFKants FoulG 
Sressure tKe Soor into JivinJ uS tKeir GauJKters� better� oϸ Musulmans 
GeSloyeG tKeir GauJKters· GomestiF anG reSroGuFtive labor in ways tKat 
Grew otKers into tKeir families anG Fommunities� AєmaG was Fertainly 
insulteG by =KanJ·s GemanGs�

:Kat KaSSeneG ne[t sKoweG =KanJ ;i·s frustration at KavinJ Kis CKi�
nese suSremaFy GenieG� as Ke subseTuently brouJKt a series of FomSlaints 
to tKe yamen in raSiG suFFession� eaFK of wKiFK summoneG a Giϸerent 
troSe of CKinese� Musulman relations� He FlaimeG tKat tKe FontraFt KaG 
been violateG anG GemanGeG restitution� wKiFK Ke aSSarently reFeiveG 
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followinJ meGiation� Ne[t� Kowever� =KanJ SresseG tKe matter furtKer� He 
invokeG tKe stereotySe of Musulman triFkery anG FlaimeG tKat AєmaG was 
FonsSirinJ witK -in to GefrauG CKinese men by SromisinJ wives anG 
absFonGinJ witK tKe briGe SriFe� as otKer Hui brokers KaG Gone� =KanJ 
maGe two GemanGs� wKiFK tKe maJistrate SointeG out were inFomSatible: 
Ke wanteG AєmaG anG -in to be SunisKeG for an illeJal aFt� anG yet Ke 
wanteG tKe oriJinal aJreement to be enforFeG beFause Ke KaG believeG it to 
be leJal� =KanJ GemanGeG a refunG of an even more e[orbitant briGe SriGe 
tKan Ke KaG oriJinally FlaimeG� in orGer to assuaJe Kis wounGeG SriGe� but 
also Nurlan·s KanG in marriaJe� Ultimately� tKe maJistrate refuseG to Kear 
tKe Fase anG sent it to meGiation� anG so all Sarties met on tKe neutral 
JrounG of a Hui� run tavern� Over a si]able feast� aSoloJies were maGe in tKe 
SresenFe of a mullaK anG tKe loFal suSerintenGent� AєmaG� tKrouJK Kis 
interSreter� e[SlaineG Nurlan·s reluFtanFe to marry at suFK a younJ aJe but 
SromiseG to fulϮll tKe FontraFt� At tKis Soint� =KanJ woulG aSSear to Kave 
won tKe FonϰiFt by tKreateninJ to involve tKe CKinese aGministration anG 
SaintinJ AєmaG as an immoral Friminal�

However� =KanJ ;i SresseG tKe matter aJain� He tKen FlaimeG to Kave 
seen Nurlan at a Musulman man·s Kouse� wKiFK inGiFateG to Kim tKat 
AєmaG KaG ´solG Kis GauJKter for a SriFeµ � � to tKat man wKile 
sKe was enJaJeG to =KanJ� or else was FonsSirinJ to traϲF in women� 
After all� tKe same SraFtiFe KaG Fome to liJKt in otKer Fases� TKis time� 
=KanJ GemanGeG four times as muFK money as Ke KaG oriJinally FlaimeG 
to Kave SaiG� a larJe Slot of lanG� several Fows� anG even an entire kare]� 
one of tKe unGerJrounG irriJation tunnels tKat alloweG TurSan·s lifeblooG 
to ϰow� TKe maJistrate was now keen to see tKis FonϰiFt FonFluGe� as it 
tKreateneG to Sut CKinese� Hui� anG Musulmans at oGGs� anG so Ke Fon�
vinFeG =KanJ to GemanG FomSensation only in silver³ tKe usual means for 
a CKinese man to SurFKase a Musulman woman as a wife� At tKis suJJes�
tion� =KanJ FomSlaineG tKat AєmaG was GisFriminatinJ aJainst Kim as a 
CKinese Serson� If marriaJe between SeoSles of Giϸerent teaFKinJ was 
SermitteG� =KanJ arJueG� tKen AєmaG sKoulG be KaSSy to marry Kis 
GauJKter to Kim at a reasonable SriFe�

=KanJ ;i never reFeiveG tKe money� or tKe Jirl� anG tKe entire SroFess 
resulteG in notKinJ but animosity� TKe maJistrate also refuseG to Kear any 
more from tKe obno[ious =KanJ� anG so tKe arFKival trail Jrows FolG at tKis 
Soint in tKe story� However� it reveals Kow CKinese settlers FonFeiveG of 
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tKeir SlaFe in tKe Sost� reFonTuest se[ual eFonomy: as Fonsumers� Musul�
man women beFame FommoGities� wKom Hui brokers aFTuireG anG resolG� 
TySiFally� tKe TurSan � like any otKer in tKe 4inJ� uSKelG FontraFts� 
anG =KanJ e[SeFteG tKem to Go so in tKe matter of marriaJe as well� InGeeG� 
=KanJ took marriaJe to be a FontraFtual matter of SurFKase� anG Ke submit�
teG Kis FomSlaint to tKe yamen·s ´SunisKments seFtionµ � �� However� 
tKe  tKen SlaFeG it into a seSarate FateJory of law anG a Giϸerent 
oϲFe: tKe rites seFtion � �� JoverninJ matters of family� ritual� anG eGuFa�
tion� TKat GistinFtion Soints to a broaGer GisFonneFt between Kow tKe 
yamen treateG marriaJe³ as a matter of soFiomoral SroSriety³ anG Kow 
marriaJe funFtioneG in tKe soFiety it JoverneG� as a matter of eFonomiF 
e[FKanJe�

InGeeG� tKe Sositions of ´Musulman�µ ´Hui�µ anG ´CKineseµ were not 
simSly etKniF� reliJious� or linJuistiF FateJories� but Sositions in a system 
of e[FKanJe� TKe e[FKanJe of silver³ or in tKis Fase� a refunG³ for a 
Musulman woman GenoteG Ker movement outsiGe of Ker own Fommu�
nity� To ´returnµ otKer JooGs to =KanJ ;i woulG Kave suJJesteG tKat tKe 
e[FKanJe was meant initially to brinJ Kim into tKat Fommunity� wKile 
oϸerinJ to return only FasK markeG insteaG a GistanFinJ of =KanJ from 
tKose wKo miJKt Kave been Kis in� laws� TKis loJiF is reminisFent of rituals 
in wKiFK Musulmans symboliFally e[FKanJeG a FKilG for FasK in orGer to 
warG oϸ tKe evil eye by suJJestinJ tKat a newborn was not a natural FKilG 
of tKeir family� but an aGoStee wKo KaG been ´bouJKtµ³ KenFe tKe Fom�
mon name SetiwalGi� meaninJ ´Jotten by SurFKase�µ�� In Fontrast� temSo�
rary marriaJe of Muslim soMourners to loFal women tySiFally involveG tKe 
same e[FKanJe of JooGs seen in lonJ� term marriaJe� TKe e[FKanJe of 
FasK as a way of GistanFinJ tKe KusbanG from tKe wife·s family suSerϮ�
Fially resembleG tKe e[FKanJe of FasK in Srostitution� reinforFinJ tKe 
iGea in CKinese eyes tKat Musulman women were simSly se[ually avail�
able for money�

As for Hui brokers� it is strikinJ tKat tKe TurSan  Goes not seem to 
Kave Gealt witK Fases like Nurlan·s amonJ tKe Hui� One .KwaMa Nčy .Kan in 
���� observeG tKat Hui in TurSan avoiGeG se[ual FontaFt witK outsiGers� 
anG tKe arFKival reForG seems to FonϮrm Kis assertion��� InsteaG� Hui Seo�
Sle aSSear almost universally in tKese matters as intermeGiaries arranJinJ 
tKe sale of women� anG not as Fustomers or viFtims tKemselves� TKe etKniF 
triaG of ;inMianJ was tKerefore an eFonomiF one: CKinese Fonsumers� Hui 
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brokers� anG Musulmans as tKe SroGuFers of a Gesirable anG marketable 
JooG� women·s GomestiF anG se[ual labor�

Musulman Martyrs for ConfuFian PatriarFKy

TKe bifurFation between tKe yamen·s treatment of marriaJe as a ritual Fon�
Fern� anG tKus one tKat was iGeally GeFiGeG witKin tKe family anG villaJe� 
anG tKe soFial aFknowleGJment of marriaJe as a matter of e[FKanJe of 
SroSerty faFilitateG anG MustiϮeG tKe onJoinJ traϲFkinJ of Musulman 
women� TKis took SlaFe unGer tKe Fover of wKat -anet TKeiss Kas FalleG ´tKe 
FKasteninJ state�µ tKe tenGenFy of tKe 4inJ to SroSaJate imSerial norms of 
JenGer anG se[uality tKrouJK tKe SolitiFo� MuriGiFal aSSaratus��� )or tKe 
most Sart� tKe TurSan yamen remanGeG issues of marriaJe anG wife� sale to 
loFal autKorities� wKo were e[SeFteG to maintain tKe soFiomoral orGer 
inGeSenGently� However� some e[treme Fases emerJe in tKe arFKive� anG 
one will illustrate Kow 4inJ law anG ;ianJ Army iGeoloJy MustiϮeG tKe etK�
niFi]eG se[ual eFonomy�

In ����� RuwayGa .Kan �Yueweiti Han� ReweiGi Han�� a wiGow witK no 
remaininJ family� marrieG =Ku CKuntinJ� a ;ianJ Army solGier��� :itKin a 
year� sKe was SreJnant� anG =Ku returneG to Kis Kometown in NinJ]Kou� 
Gansu� AFForGinJ to a GeSosition later taken from =Ku� Ke KaG been Fom�
SelleG to leave to Fare for Kis aJinJ Sarents� anG so entrusteG Kis wife anG 
unborn FKilG to Kis frienGs Yao =KenJronJ anG CKen DesKenJ� In =Ku 
CKuntinJ·s absenFe� RuwayGa .Kan bore a GauJKter nameG simSly ´PeaFK 
%lossomµ �TaoKua·er�� PeaFK %lossom KaG no surname� suJJestinJ tKat sKe 
was not to be FonsiGereG a formal member of =Ku·s family� SKortly after 
PeaFK %lossom was born� Yao anG CKen wrote to =Ku FlaiminJ tKat RuwayGa 
.Kan KaG FommitteG aGultery� =Ku subseTuently resSonGeG witK instruF�
tions to sell Ker anG PeaFK %lossom� AFForGinJ to travelers· aFFounts� CKi�
nese solGiers in YarkanG anG .asKJar KaG tKe same SraFtiFe: a GeSartinJ 
solGier woulG sell Kis wife to a former FomSanion anG take any resultinJ 
sons witK Kim� but sell tKe GauJKters��� TKe two frienGs tKus loFateG a Sair 
of Hui brokers� =Kao Da anG :anJ Si� wKo in turn founG a buyer nameG 
YanJ %enFKenJ� YanJ� wKom we met brieϰy in tKe introGuFtion� was an 
olGer CKinese man anG ;ianJ Army veteran in searFK of a wife to Farry on 
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Kis family line� In ����� Ke neJotiateG a steeS briGe SriFe anG aJreeG to Say 
a stiSenG for PeaFK %lossom as well�

RuwayGa .Kan was Flearly unwillinJ to Jo tKrouJK witK tKe sale� SKe KaG 
oriJinally solG Kerself to =Ku CKuntinJ to seFure Ker survival� anG never 
e[SeFteG to be left beKinG� even less to be traGeG by otKers� AFForGinJ to 
later testimonies� wKen Yao anG CKen tolG RuwayGa .Kan tKat sKe was to be 
solG to YanJ� sKe refuseG to eat for several Gays anG swore tKat sKe woulG 
ratKer Gie tKan marry Kim� MeanwKile� a man nameG ߳čbir� wKo FlaimeG to 
be RuwayGa .Kan·s olGer brotKer� souJKt Ker freeGom by tKreateninJ a law�
suit� wKile Ker FaStors sSiriteG Ker away� Eventually� RuwayGa .Kan arriveG 
at YanJ·s Kouse� wKiFK GesSite its GeSiFtion in GeSositions was far from a 
family Kome� AFForGinJ to arFKival reForGs� YanJ insteaG liveG witK otKer 
;ianJ Army veterans� anG it is Sossible tKat tKis Folony of sinJle men intenGeG 
to sKare RuwayGa .Kan as a servant� or in a form of SolyanGry not unknown 
in CKina��� RuwayGa .Kan feiJneG illness anG suFFessfully avoiGeG YanJ·s 
beG� InsteaG� aFForGinJ to tKe oϲFial aFFount� sKe loFateG a lumS of oSium� 
swalloweG it� anG GieG in wKat we may KoSe was a GeeS anG SeaFeful sleeS�

YanJ %enFKenJ anG Kis Kousemates keSt RuwayGa .Kan·s GeatK a seFret 
for ten Gays� at wKiFK time YanJ reSorteG Ker suiFiGe anG sent PeaFK %los�
som to tKe villaJe KeaGman for safekeeSinJ� MeanwKile� ߳čbir KaG 
attemSteG unsuFFessfully to intervene at tKe yamen� wKere tKe maJistrate 
reasoneG tKat matters of marriaJe anG family were Srivate FonFerns� Sui�
FiGe� Kowever� triJJereG an inTuiry if it was susSeFteG tKat tKe viFtim was 
Griven to kill tKemselves� anG now ߳čbir attesteG tKat Yao� CKen� anG tKe 
Hui brokers KaG Gone so to RuwayGa .Kan� TKe investiJation tKat followeG 
resulteG in a tKorouJK aFFount of RuwayGa .Kan·s iGentity anG fate� ߳čbir 
FoulG KoSe for RuwayGa .Kan·s kiGnaSSers to faFe MustiFe unGer 4inJ law�

However� Governor Liu -intanJ reSlieG to a reSort on RuwayGa .Kan·s 
suiFiGe by SraisinJ Ker: ´RuwayGa .Kan was a FKaste woman wKo saFriϮFeG 
Kerself in tKe enG for FKastity³ suFK an intention is eminently Sraisewor�
tKy� :e must urJently Sraise Ker� in orGer to Sromote tKe transformation 
of Fustoms�µ�� Liu·s GeFree eraseG tKe GiϲFult FirFumstanFes unGer wKiFK 
RuwayGa .Kan oriJinally solG Kerself to =Ku� anG insteaG uSKelG Ker sui�
FiGe as a saFriϮFe for tKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt� TKis meant tKat no one bore 
resSonsibility for RuwayGa .Kan·s GeatK e[FeSt RuwayGa .Kan Kerself� 
RuwayGa .Kan tKus GieG a Kero³ but in GoinJ so was GenieG Ker aJenFy�
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9ivien NJ anG -anet TKeiss Kave sKown Kow suiFiGe was one of tKe few 
means for a woman wKo e[SerienFeG se[ual violenFe to seFure MustiFe in tKe 
4inJ� at least SostKumously� by brinJinJ tKe law to bear on tKose wKo KarmeG 
Ker��� Yet tKe ;ianJ Army·s Fivili]inJ SroMeFt GenieG even tKat by subsuminJ 
nearly any marriaJe³ wKetKer it resulteG from forFeG settlement or self� 
sale³ unGer tKe rubriF of family ritual� It was Sossible for a SraFtiFe suFK as 
wife� sale tKat tKriveG in CKina SroSer� even if it was nominally forbiGGen� to 
tKrive wKere oϲFials SromoteG marriaJe as tKe Fore of tKeir mission�

PatriarFKy anG %ounGary PoliFinJ

On tKe wKole� it was not Karm to women·s lives tKat troubleG Musulman 
men� but ratKer tKeir own loss of Fontrol over women·s boGies� Non� Muslim 
SurFKase of Musulman women beFame a maMor sourFe of tension� as temSo�
rary marriaJe was reSlaFeG by tKe Sermanent transfer of Musulman 
women into outsiGers· KanGs tKrouJK sale� usually unGer FoerFion� anG 
by Srostitution FonGuFteG witKout an akKunG·s blessinJ� DisFourses arounG 
Srostitution anG interFommunal intimaFy anG Musulman autKorities· 
attemSts to SoliFe tKese aFtivities sKeG liJKt on tKe reneJotiation of Fom�
munal bounGaries� Musulman elites useG tKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt to enforFe 
tKe sSatial anG soFial seJreJation of women wKo violateG tKe bounGs of 
tKeir reliJious anG linJuistiF Fommunity�

.KwaMa Nčy .Kan� wKo KaG observeG tKat Hui avoiGeG se[ witK CKinese 
anG Musulmans� attesteG tKat Srostitution between Musulmans was rou�
tine� at least wKen it inFluGeG men·s Keterose[ual enFounters witK women� 
wKile se[ witK otKer men anG witK younJ boys �bachcha� was tolerateG but 
outwarGly stiJmati]eG��� CKinese Srostitutes� Nčy .Kan stateG� were more 
e[Sensive� but available to Musulmans wKo FoulG aϸorG tKem� StiJma 
emerJeG wKen a Musulman woman KaG se[ witK a CKinese man: ´If one of 
tKe CKinese takes a loFal Jirl� sKe will be known as a wKore�µ Nčy .Kan 
e[SlaineG� ´If someone wKo is a wKore Joes into a CKinese·s Kouse� no one 
Fan stoS Kerµ beFause stark ineTualities between CKinese anG Musulmans 
in terms of eFonomiF Sower anG tKe ability to tKreaten violenFe meant 
tKat� in SraFtiFe� tKere was no eϸeFtive leJal reFourse to Go so� TKe trou�
ble� from Nčy .Kan·s SersSeFtive� was tKat se[ witK a CKinese man meant 
leavinJ tKe Musulman Fommunity: ´TKere are even loFal wKores wKo Kave 
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Fome into tKe Sossession of CKinese anG beFome CKinese�µ After all� tKe 
state SreferreG tKat Muslim women aGoSt CKinese Fustoms�

It was not Tuite true tKat suFK a woman ´beFame CKinese�µ Kowever³ 
insteaG� tKese so� FalleG ´baG womenµ remaineG e[FluGeG from botK Fom�
munities� Prostitution Fases involvinJ Musulman women inGiFate a Sat�
tern of naminJ tKat reϰeFts tKis betweenness anG a loJiF similar to tKe 
aGoStion of tKe term Chantou to refer to Musulmans wKo took on CKinese 
FKaraFteristiFs: An olGer Jeneration of women� born before ����� tenGeG to 
be known by TurFo� IslamiF names� wKile tKeir GauJKters were almost 
always labeleG witK CKinese names bearinJ erotiFi]inJ or obMeFtifyinJ Fon�
notations� -ust as RuwayGa .Kan anG =Ku CKuntinJ·s GauJKter was FalleG 
PeaFK %lossom� a woman anG Srostitute nameG Niyč] .Kan liveG witK Ker 
two GauJKters� nameG in CKinese ´Silver )lowerµ �Yinhua or Yinhuazi� anG 
´OsmantKus )raJranFeµ �Guixiang�� As of ����� all tKree were involveG in se[ 
work� anG Silver )lower anG OsmantKus )raJranFe were likely tKe bioloJiFal 
FKilGren of CKinese men� AnotKer woman is nameG in tKe arFKive as 
´:Kite� anG� %laFk SuJarµ �Baiheitang�� imSlyinJ mi[eG oriJins��� OtKer 
women KaG names tKat inGiFateG tKeir ´solGµ status� as GiG ´EiJKt CasK anG 
)iftyµ � ���� In tKis sense� Musulman se[ workers resemble tKe Con�
fuFian sFKool stuGents� wKo GemonstrateG tKeir GesFent from men witK 
CKinese names anG often took on CKinese names tKemselves in orGer to 
Gemonstrate tKeir membersKiS in tKe elite³ wKereas tKese women reFeiveG 
CKinese names tKat inGiFateG tKeir e[Flusion anG suborGination�

TKat e[Flusion was sSatial as well as soFial� Nčy .Kan·s GesFriStion of 
Musulman anG CKinese Srostitution GistinJuisKeG between ´loFalsµ � � 
anG CKinese � �� ϮJurinJ tKe GiϸerenFe between tKe JrouSs as one 
between natives anG newFomers� TKe same loJiF was reϰeFteG in tKe 
akKunGs· arJument in tKe Srevious FKaSter tKat Srostitutes from ´outsiGeµ 
were GisruStinJ tKe soFial� moral� anG FosmiF orGers� anJerinJ tKe sSirits 
anG GryinJ uS tKe sSrinJ runoϸ� AFForGinJly� Musulman women wKo KaG 
se[ witK CKinese men were tKouJKt of as oFFuSyinJ a tKirG sSaFe� Conse�
Tuently� tKey were not burieG in tKe Muslim Femetery� but insteaG interreG 
outsiGe tKe Fity walls� in or near tKe CKinese Femetery� remaininJ SariaKs 
even in GeatK��� Nor woulG tKe 4uran be reFiteG over tKeir Jraves� unless 
someone SaiG a maGrasa stuGent to Go it in seFret�

TKat was tKe Fase witK Silver )lower� wKo was burieG twiFe in tKe CKi�
nese Femetery��� In DeFember ����� Niyč] .Kan KaG marrieG Ker to a newly 

                 
           

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



ᄽ႐ᅡ ጪኂበᅵቨ ႐ቨᅡ ቈኂዘዧ ᅐᇖᇹቈᅡወᅵቨ

[ ��� ]

arriveG instruFtor at tKe TurSan Jarrison� YanJ 4itinJ� Silver )lower was 
FonsiGereG a JooG matFK� as Ker mi[eG KeritaJe alloweG Ker to Sass easily 
as CKinese� In ASril ����� Silver )lower TuarreleG witK Ker motKer anG took 
Soison� YanJ KireG a Daoist Sriest to reaG sFriSture over Silver )lower·s 
boGy for tKree Gays� anG tKen burieG it in tKe CKinese Femetery outsiGe 
tKe East Gate� )or some time� YanJ 4itinJ FontinueG to suSSort Niyč] .Kan� 
wKom Ke FonsiGereG a woman wKo ´GiG not keeS tKe womanly wayµ 
�bu shou fu dao�: as Ke anG tKe oϲFial reSorts GesFribeG it� ´all Gay every 
Gay� stranJers walk in anG out of Ker FourtyarG�µ TKis was a transSarent 
euSKemism for se[ work� Soon tKe revelation tKat YanJ 4itinJ KaG marrieG 
tKe GauJKter of a Musulman Srostitute sFanGali]eG YanJ·s suSeriors� Silver 
)lower KaG been a ´CKantou woman GresseG in CKinese arrayµ �
Han zhuang�� for wKom YanJ KaG SurFKasinJ Ϯne FlotKinJ� ASSarently Sil�
ver )lower Jave tKe imSression of a well� KeeleG woman newly arriveG from 
CKina SroSer� TKe knowleGJe of Ker oriJins� Kowever� maGe YanJ·s fellow 
oϲFers unFomfortable� CKinese solGiers miJKt Kave suFK relationsKiSs� but 
it was FonsiGereG at best an embarrassment for oϲFers� oϲFials� anG tKeir 
relatives� suFK as YanJ RonJ·s JranGson PoFkmark� Eventually� YanJ was 
SressureG into FeasinJ Kis suSSort for Niyč] .Kan�

In resSonse� Niyč] .Kan KireG a man nameG ParKat wKo on tKe niJKt of 
DeFember �� KelSeG Ker e[Kume Silver )lower·s ForSse from tKe CKinese Fem�
etery� TKey sliSSeG Sast tKe JuarGs anG manaJeG to GeSosit Ker boGy at tKe 
sKoS of YanJ·s frienG Mao Linfu� in tKe marketSlaFe� wKere Ke anG KunGreGs 
of otKers woulG see it immeGiately in tKe morninJ� Niyč] .Kan woulG later 
Flaim tKat sKe was bewitFKeG wKen sKe KatFKeG tKe Slan to e[Kume Silver 
)lower·s boGy� PerKaSs in an attemSt to aSSeal to CKinese oϲFials· sense of 
maJiF anG mistrust of IslamiF FleriFs� sKe testiϮeG tKat a travelinJ mullaK 
from Ili KaG reFiteG Ǵark sFriSturesµ �hei jing� tKat baϵeG Ker minG� ReJarG�
less� wKen YanJ 4itinJ awoke to learn tKat tKe boGy of Kis GeSarteG wife was 
at Mao Linfu·s Jate� Ke swiftly asFertaineG tKe reasoninJ beKinG it anG ran to 
rouse tKe maJistrate� A CKinese man suFK as Kimself FoulG reFoJni]e a strate�
JiFally SlaFeG ForSse� as it was not unFommon in CKina SroSer to leave tKe 
remains of tKe GeaG at tKe Kome of tKe Serson blameG for tKeir suiFiGe��� SuFK 
an aFt woulG iGeally triJJer an investiJation into tKe suiFiGe� as in RuwayGa 
.Kan·s Fase� tKat FoulG result in FomSensation for tKe family of tKe GeFeaseG�

YanJ 4itinJ assumeG tKat tKe boGy was meant to tKreaten Kim� anG 
Niyč] .Kan later FonfesseG tKat sKe SlanneG to e[tort YanJ in SreFisely 
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suFK a manner� NevertKeless� its SlaFement at tKe sKoS of Mao Linfu ouJKt 
to Kave imSliFateG Mao� PerKaSs Niyč] .Kan oriJinally blameG Mao for Sil�
ver )lower·s suiFiGe or intenGeG to weave a more FomSliFateG story� A simi�
lar Fase from DiKua suJJests tKat� wKile YanJ SurFKaseG FlotKinJ for Silver 
)lower anG sKeltereG Ker� sKe as a Musulman Fourtesan may Kave reFeiveG 
Jifts from multiSle CKinese Satrons wKo FomSeteG for Ker aϸeFtion� Mao 
Linfu amonJ tKem��� InGeeG� Jiven tKe e[otiFi]inJ imaJery tKat Hunanese 
oϲFials anG settlers KaG absorbeG� SerKaSs tKey founG Musulman women 
esSeFially Gesirable� ReJarGless� ratKer tKan FonsiGer tKe FomSle[ Fauses 
of tKe Fase� tKe maJistrate orGereG Niyč] .Kan� Ker KireG man� anG Ker 
survivinJ GauJKter to return to .asKJar� wKenFe tKey KaG Fome� anG 
reFeive tKeir SunisKment for e[KuminJ a ForSse� YanJ 4itinJ was orGereG 
to Say tKeir travel e[Senses�

Niyč] .Kan anG Ker family illustrate not only tKe naminJ Satterns Fom�
mon to se[ workers anG women of mi[eG SarentaJe� but also tKe sSatial anG 
soFial seSarateness tKat FKaraFteri]eG tKem� :Kile in GeatK a woman wKo 
KaG ´beFome CKineseµ woulG be burieG in tKe CKinese Femetery� in life suFK 
women were known for livinJ not in town� but in Kouses alonJ tKe Gesert 
KiJKways anG in real or ϮFtive families� In ����� Musulman autKorities in 
TurSan attemSteG to leveraJe for tKeir own SurSoses an orGer from tKe 
maJistrate to Flear some of tKese Kouses out anG reloFate tKe women livinJ 
tKere��� :Kile tKe oriJinal orGer·s CKinese te[t is lost� tKe CKaJKatay trans�
lation is Tuite viviG: ´Until tKe baG women witKin tKis lanG are eliminateG� 
trouble will Fome to it� SlaJues will enter it� rot will aSSear� inseFts will 
GesFenG on tKe FroSs� KarG winGs will blow� anG all tKis will Fome from tKe 
trouble of tKe baG women� %y tKe imSerial JraFe� you will eliminate tKese 
baG women�µ In resSonse� tKe akKunGs SreSareG a list of sSeFiϮF inGiviGual 
women to be SunisKeG for immoral beKavior� TKey FKose as tKeir tarJets 
ǴeJenerate Musulman womenµ �CKinese bu xiao zhi chan fu� CKaJKatay 

� wKo KaG establisKeG tKemselves in brotKels on 
tKe roaG to anG from CKina SroSer� .KwaMa Nčy .Kan stateG tKat tKese 
women FKarJeG more for tKeir serviFes tKan streetwalkers� but tKis also 
meant tKat tKeir traGe was muFK more oSen� anG so more easily assaileG���

Clearly� tKe akKunGs were familiar witK tKe women in Tuestion� AFForG�
inJ to tKe Setition� some of tKe ´baG womenµ livinJ in TurSan were Sart 
of a family: One Maߙtura was tKe wife of a man nameG -aKčn %čTҸ anG 
tKe GauJKter of tKe wiGow Anll� OϲFials FonsiGereG botK women to be 
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willinJly enJaJeG in se[ work� alonJ witK a tKirG woman� G�l�sK� TKese 
FleriFs anG tKe  FollaborateG to resettle all of tKem� Maߙtura anG 
-aKčn %čTҸ� alreaGy a marrieG FouSle� were settleG on a Slot of lanG at tKe 
Number Si[ .are] in L�kFK�n� alonJsiGe Anll anG G�l�sK� wKo were 
assiJneG Musulman KusbanGs��� TKe akKunGs took resSonsibility for loFat�
inJ aSSroSriate lanG for tKese families to farm� alonJ witK tKe ´men to look 
after tKese womenµ � �� TKe state Sro�
viGeG eaFK witK a stiSenG� TKese anG otKer resettleG ´baG womenµ founG 
tKemselves FonϮneG to Gesert farms mostly in L�kFK�n anG in LoS Nur� 
aSSarently on lanG FontrolleG by tKe TurSan :anJ���

Eventually� in ����� as FonϰiFts over se[ anG inGebteGness between 
Musulmans anG CKinese Fame to a KeaG� LoS Nur beFame tKe e[Flusive site 
of e[ile for ´baG women�µ�� LoS Nur� tKe name of tKe Gesolate salt lake in tKe 
Gesert soutK of TurSan� inGiFateG an area of marsKy lanG wKere Musulmans 
liveG in Jreat Soverty� Muslim elites anG foreiJn travelers alike GeSiFteG 
tKem as baFkwarG or wilG SeoSle� TKere a ´baG woman·sµ e[Flusion FoulG 
isolate TurSan from Ker alleJeG se[ual immorality� blameG for inFreasinJ 
tensions between JrouSs� wKile Fivili]inJ tKese women tKrouJK marriaJe 
anG FultivatinJ tKe wilG lanG� In tKe worGs of )inanFial Commissioner Rao 
YinJTi� tKe SurSose of tKis onJoinJ reloFation was tKat ´TKe Muslim masses 
sKall immeGiately be Sut into orGer� wKiFK is to say maGe subMeFtsµ �Hui 

�� TKat is� Musulmans were to be reorGereG in a 
way tKat Sut women·s reSroGuFtive labor to work for reFonstruFtion anG tKe 
Freation of a moral� aJrarian soFiety baseG on tKe family�

MeanwKile� solGiers were e[Sressly �tKouJK ineϸeFtively� forbiGGen 
from takinJ Musulman women by forFe� on Sain of SunisKment tKrouJK 
military law� Any women wKom tKose solGiers KaG raSeG were likewise sent 
witK tKeir resultinJ FKilGren to LoS Nur� TKis last GeFision Falls into Tues�
tion tKe nature of tKe SerFeiveG tKreat to soFial stability: PerKaSs tKe 
autKorities FonstrueG a raSeG woman as se[ually wanton� OtKerwise� Ser�
KaSs it was not se[ual violenFe tKat was tKe Sroblem from tKeir SersSeF�
tive� but ratKer tKe aSSearanFe of FKilGren witK mi[eG KeritaJe� wKo KaG 
beFome inFreasinJly Fommon in TurSan anG serveG not as a siJn of Musul�
mans· assimilation� but as a reminGer of tKeir suborGination to CKinese�

TKe system of e[ile FreateG yet anotKer Korrible irony in tKat some of 
tKe women sent to LoS Nur never arriveG at tKeir assiJneG Gestinations but 
remaineG in FaStivity in tKe Fourt of tKe TurSan :anJ� A year after -aKčn 
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%čTҸ anG Maߙtura·s e[ile� wKile tKe FleriFs reSorteG tKat botK were KaSSily 
anG SeaFefully livinJ a life of simSle farminJ� -aKčn %čTҸ wrote to tKe Fon�
trary tKat Kis wife KaG still not been releaseG to Kim��� TKe same was true 
of one .KusKnčn .Kan� a younJ woman wKose motKer KaG solG Ker in Ges�
Seration to a CKinese moneylenGer in Sayment for Ker Gebts��� TKe TurSan 
:anJ sei]eG .KusKnčn .Kan from Ker CKinese KusbanG by SayinJ tKe Gebt 
from Kis own Foϸers� FlaiminJ tKat ´CKinese anG Muslim teaFKinJs are 
inFomSatibleµ �Han Hui liang jiao bu he� anG so tKe FouSle woulG ´eaFK return 
to tKeir teaFKinJµ �ge gui ge jiao�� :Kile tKe TurSan :anJ tKus aFteG Fon�
trarily to tKe SrovinFe·s Joals of assimilation� ;ianJ Army leaGers never�
tKeless reJarGeG Kim as a reliable ally in tKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt� a man wKo 
was able to reFtify ForruSt women·s morals by SuttinJ tKem into tKe ser�
viFe of tKeir betters��� Yet if suFK reSorts were true� tKen tKe ;ianJ Army·s 
attemSt at moral reFtiϮFation tKrouJK marriaJe KaG resulteG insteaG in 
tKe Sotentially Jreater immorality� from a ConfuFian SersSeFtive� of wKat 
Nčy .Kan GesFribeG as tKe TurSan :anJ·s very own FolleFtion of women�

TKe bounGaries between Fommunities were tKerefore reiϮeG in tKe Sarti�
tion of sSaFe� Se[ workers livinJ in a liminal sSaFe were FaSable of mobili]inJ 
tKeir boGies in ways tKat GiG not serve tKe ;ianJ Army SroMeFt� At tKe same 
time� Musulman women·s intimaFy witK CKinese men Fame to symboli]e a 
loss botK to tKe Muslim Fommunity Jenerally anG to tKe Musulman Fommu�
nity wKose members were tKe sSeFiϮF obMeFt of e[FKanJe� On one siGe� Confu�
Fian SatriarFKy GemanGeG tKat women settle into monoJamous marriaJes in 
orGer to builG a more iGeal soFiety in wKiFK Fultural anG linJuistiF bounGaries 
woulG blur as SeoSle SiniFi]eG� On tKe otKer� Musulman SatriarFKy GemanGeG 
Fontrol over women·s se[ual anG GomestiF labor as well� so tKat tKe e[SloiteG 
Fommunity woulG remain wKole� reJarGless of otKer FonseTuenFes�

EtKniFity in tKe )amily

:e Kave so far seen Kow tKe se[ual eFonomy of ;inMianJ·s reFonstruFtion 
enFouraJeG Fertain forms of transJressive soFial mobility� of movement 
between relatively ϰuiG FateJories tKat in turn reiϮeG anG GeeSeneG tKe Gif�
ferenFes between tKose FateJories��� TKose GiϸerenFes FoulG be markeG sSa�
tially tKrouJK e[Flusion in life or GeatK� or soFially by Giϸerent Sositions in 
a system of e[FKanJe� or ritually tKrouJK inFlusion in Fertain lifeFyFle 
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rituals suFK as weGGinJ anG funerary rites� Yet tKese larJer� sFale GynamiFs 
of e[Flusion anG inFlusion also Fame to Slay a role witKin families� TKis is 
not in itself surSrisinJ� Some states Kave foFuseG overwKelminJly on tKe 
family as a site of moral anG soFial GisFiSline��� TKis makes tKe family� as 
Ann Stoler arJues for Folonial Fases Jlobally� a Sro[y for otKer SoliFies anG 
an[ieties� anG so SeoSle enFounter tKe state·s FateJories witKin tKe family��� 
Two Fase stuGies of aGoStion anG GisinKeritanFe will illuminate Kow etK�
noreliJious FateJories serveG SeoSle·s interests in family FonϰiFts� In tKis 
Fonte[t� altKouJK tKe FateJories of CKinese� Hui� or Musulman KaG little or 
no formal leJal status� nevertKeless tKey FoulG be mobili]eG unGer tKe riJKt 
FirFumstanFes to Gemonstrate eitKer Fommon GesFent or estranJement� 
TKat is� as of tKe miG� ����s� a CKinese belonJeG to a CKinese family� a Hui to 
a Hui� anG a Musulman to a Musulman³ tKese labels no lonJer SointeG sim�
Sly to lanJuaJe or reliJion� but to GesFent�

In ����� a CKinese boy only si[ sui olG was livinJ witK Kis Sarents in 4ara�
kKoMa wKen tKe uSrisinJs broke out��� A Musulman man nameG Ǵߙim 
attemSteG to sKelter tKe family� but all were slauJKtereG in tKe violenFe� save 
for tKe FKilG� wKom Ǵߙim nameG ´Islčmµ anG raiseG as Kis own aGoStive son� 
:Ken in ���� tKe ;ianJ Army seSarateG CKinese FKilGren from Musulman 
families� Islčm was nineteen sui anG aware of Kis oriJins� but Ke refuseG to 
leave tKe man wKo KaG raiseG Kim� Islčm was� by all aFFounts� an orGinary 
member of Ǵߙim·s family� albeit witK Kis own ambiJuous soFial iGentity� 
Islčm aSSears Kere anG tKere in munGane arFKival GoFuments� as wKen in 
���� tKe yamen orGereG Kim to oϸer a Fow to Kis oSSonent in a minor Gis�
Sute��� At tKis Soint� Ǵߙim KaG reFently SasseG away� SKortly tKereafter� Kis 
wife³ Islčm·s aGoStive motKer³ bore Ǵߙim a SostKumous� natural son� Ser�
KaSs tKe very son tKey KaG GreameG of KavinJ for years� :Kile Islčm was 
known as Ǵߙim·s son� GoFuments alternatively Fall Kim a ´Musulman Fom�
monerµ �Chan min�� ´ta[� SayinJ Fommonerµ �humin�� or F́ommonerµ �min�� 
TKe latter two unmarkeG FateJories usually imSlieG a CKinese iGentity�

´Islčm tKe Musulmanµ liveG an otKerwise orGinary life until ����� TKat 
year Kis aGoStive motKer anG brotKer FonsSireG to Geny Islčm Kis sKare of 
tKe remaininJ inKeritanFe from Kis fatKer� Musulman men suFK as Ǵߙim 
freTuently left muFK of tKeir fortunes to survivinJ wives� after wKose GeatK 
it fell in eTual sKares to tKe remaininJ sons �anG in smaller SroSortion to 
any GauJKters�� anG tKis Fase was no Giϸerent� However� Islčm·s aGoStive 
brotKer TokKta AkKunG was now twenty sui� anG we may susSeFt tKat tKe 
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motKer favoreG Kim over tKe aGoSteG son� InGeeG� tKe name TokKta may be 
a Flue to Islčm·s family life� TKe name literally means ´stoS�µ anG it was 
tySiFally Jiven to FKilGren wKen tKe Sarents wisKeG to Kave no more� Per�
KaSs Ǵߙim anG Kis wife KaG borne several unmentioneG GauJKters� anG tKe 
motKer now saw TokKta at last as Kis fatKer·s Keir� or else no otKer FKilGren 
KaG surviveG� ReJarGless� tKey Grove Islčm from tKe Kome� e[SellinJ tKe 
sinJle ´CKineseµ member of tKe family� anG GenieG Kim tKe SromiseG riJKt 
to inKerit� TKe  siGeG witK Islčm: Kis etKniFity maGe no GiϸerenFe in 
tKe arJument� wKile wKat mattereG was Kis iGentity as a son� a member of 
a Satriline wKo KaG serveG Kis Sarents Ϯlially� Islčm·s motKer� tKe maJis�
trate ruleG� must not sKow SreMuGiFe in matters of anFestry� TKis oϲFial 
loJiF is reminisFent of tKe jingshi analysis of tKe lineaJe as a ritual Fon�
struFt in wKiFK SraFtiFinJ family relations alters one·s substanFe� makinJ 
tKem a Sart of tKe family reJarGless of SarentaJe� TKe maJistrate·s rulinJ 
was valiG unGer 4inJ law anG enforFeG tKe maintenanFe of tKe Satriline� 
but it was Gissonant witK tKe treatment of GiϸerenFe on tKe JrounG�

Cases involvinJ aGoStion favoreG tKe aGoStive fatKer·s wisKes� wKile Fases 
involvinJ marriaJe introGuFeG tKe FonϰiFtinJ interests of botK a fatKer anG 
a KusbanG� In one e[amSle� LianJ %enkuan Fame to ;inMianJ as a member of 
tKe ;ianJ Army� anG in tKe sSrinJ of ����� Ke settleG in TurSan·s New City��� 
How Ke aFTuireG Kis Kome is unFlear� but it KaG enouJK rooms tKat Ke FoulG 
rent tKem out to otKer CKinese solGiers anG settlers� A Musulman SeGGler 
woman nameG .Kčliߙa visiteG reJularly� One Gay� .Kčliߙa aSSroaFKeG LianJ 
%enkuan to inform Kim tKat sKe anG Ker KusbanG KaG fallen on KarG times� 
TKe reFonTuest anG its FKaotiF aftermatK forFeG tKem to FonsiGer marryinJ 
oϸ one of tKeir GauJKters� a Jirl wKo KaG Must Fome of aJe� InGeeG� tKe Jirl 
KaG been a baby GurinJ tKe uSrisinJs� wKen Ker CKinese bioloJiFal Sarents 
SasseG away� anG so .Kčliߙa oϸereG tKe Jirl as a FonFubine to SroGuFe an Keir 
for tKe aJinJ anG unmarrieG solGier� TKe Jirl·s CKinese oriJins� .Kčliߙa suJ�
JesteG� woulG make Ker an aSSroSriate matFK� LianJ was entKusiastiF� anG 
tKey aJreeG on a moGest briGe SriFe of twenty taels� TKe Jirl moveG in� �SKe is 
nameless in tKe GoFumentary reForG anG FalleG only F́onFubine�µ qie shi�� In 
����� Kowever� LianJ was releaseG from Kis Guties� anG Ke SlanneG to move to 
CKina SroSer witK Kis FonFubine in tow�

.Kčliߙa anG Ker KusbanG were outraJeG� TKey KaG taken tKe arranJe�
ment to be a temSorary marriaJe for tKe soMourninJ CKinese solGier� tKey 
asserteG� not a Sermanent e[FKanJe� TKe Jirl� tKey stateG� was to be 
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marrieG to otKer men� LianJ Kimself GiG not Fare to Sress tKe matter witK 
tKe � aSSarently KavinJ reali]eG tKat Ke KaG unwittinJly FontraFteG 
a ´solGier·s marriaJe�µ wKile .Kčliߙa anG Ker KusbanG attemSteG to raise 
it at tKe IslamiF Fourt� :Kile LianJ woulG not Ϯle a suit� one of Kis loGJers 
GiG so on Kis beKalf: TKis CKinese man nameG =KanJ =KonJyuan KaG 
beFome frienGly witK tKe Jirl� anG Ke went to tKe � arJuinJ tKat sKe 
´was oriJinally a CKineseµ � � anG tKerefore ouJKt to be 
removeG from Ker Musulman aGoStive Kome� as so many KaG been in tKe 
resettlement in ����� However� tKe Flerks in tKe rites seFtion informeG 
=KanJ tKat only eviGenFe of kiGnaSSinJ woulG serve to free Ker���

TKerefore� =KanJ maGe a seFonG attemSt� anG tKis time aFFuseG .Kčliߙa 
anG Ker KusbanG of abGuFtinJ tKe Jirl� If tKat were Sroven to be tKe Fase� tKey 
woulG Kave been in violation of a statute of 4inJ law suϲFient to brinJ tKis 
issue to tKe SrefeFtural autKorities� He FoulG now leveraJe tKe yamen·s Sower 
in tKis matter� anG inGeeG� tKe Fase was transferreG from tKe rites seFtion to 
tKe SunisKments seFtion� If .Kčliߙa anG Ker KusbanG KaG FaStureG tKe Jirl in 
orGer to SroϮt from Ker sale as a GauJKter� tKen tKey miJKt be subMeFt to SKys�
iFal SunisKment anG imSrisonment� If on tKe otKer KanG sKe were SroSerly 
tKeir aGoSteG FKilG� anG if tKe weGGinJ Feremony KaG been SerformeG� tKen 
sKe was LianJ %enkuan·s resSonsibility� MeanwKile� LianJ KaG known .Kčliߙa 
anG Ker KusbanG for some years� anG a Fertain aϸeFtion KaG Jrown between 
tKem� as tKey visiteG tKeir GauJKter freTuently� LianJ was unwillinJ to forFe 
tKe Jirl to make a FKoiFe between Ker family anG Kimself�

As a result� tKe Jirl·s own testimony beFame tKe Fentral eviGenFe in tKe 
Fase� as it FoulG inGiFate wKetKer sKe were truly an aGoSteG GauJKter anG a 
loyal sSouse� or merely a FaStive forFeG to Slay a role� Her statement was 
KarGly ambiJuous� anG ratKer tKan simSly e[Slain tKe issue of aGoStion 
anG marriaJe� it invokeG etKniF FateJories:

I am oriJinally a CKinese� �Wo ben Hanren!� %eFause of tKe military FKaos� I was 
FaStureG �bei lu� anG raiseG by you� %ut now I·ve been marrieG to Mr� LianJ for a 
few years� All of you GeSenGeG on me to survive� I Kave alreaGy reSaiG tKe kinG�
ness you sKoweG in raisinJ me� I·ve marrieG a CKinese KusbanG³ I·ll never Jo 
baFk anG marry a Musulman� If you forFe me to return� tKen I·ll surely Gie�

TKis statement was eGiteG for tKe FonsumStion of CKinese autKorities� 
of Fourse� :e may susSeFt tKat tKe Jirl·s GeFlaration of iGentity was 
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suJJesteG by =KanJ� or tKat tKe Jirl maGe it instrumentally to seFure Ker 
release� or tKat tKe SrefeFt KoSeG to enforFe tKe inteJrity of marriaJe� 
:Kat tKe testimony GemonstrateG� Kowever� was sometKinJ more ambiJ�
uous: )amily FoulG be many tKinJs� TKe Jirl was ´FaStureGµ³ by wKom is 
not sSeFiϮeG³ anG tKen raiseG by Ker aGoStive Sarents� wKo useG Ker to 
seFure inFome� NevertKeless� sKe e[SresseG JratituGe for tKeir Fare� Now 
sKe was a ´FonFubine�µ intenGeG as a temSorary wife� but emotionally 
attaFKeG to Ker KusbanG� Ultimately� tKe Jirl·s etKniF self� iGentiϮFation 
mattereG not at all to tKe yamen³ Ker marital status anG relationsKiS to 
Ker Sarents GiG� TKe SrefeFt GetermineG tKat Ker Sarents· aFtions were 
imSroSer� but not Friminal� anG tKat years of livinJ as a family KaG inGeeG 
maGe Ker tKeir GauJKter� LianJ anG Kis wife tKen MourneyeG to CKina 
SroSer anG faGeG into Kistory�

TKese two Fases sKow Kow CKinese anG Musulmans FoulG reSresent Gif�
ferenFe anG membersKiS in families wKen faFinJ tKe autKorities� In Islčm·s 
Fase� Kis aGoStive motKer anG brotKer unsuFFessfully useG tKe lanJuaJe of 
etKniF anG reliJious GiϸerenFe to unGo a family tie� in tKe Jirl·s Fase� SeoSle 
suFFessfully useG tKe state� reFoJni]eG lanJuaJe of family to seSarate SeoSle 
by JrouS� :KetKer or not SeoSle Jenuinely believeG etKniFity to be relateG to 
Fommon GesFent is of Fourse GiϲFult to Getermine� altKouJK it woulG aSSear 
tKat =KanJ =KonJyuan tKouJKt so� RatKer� CKinese e[SresseG tKat tKis was 
tKe Fase� anG Musulmans learneG Kow to mobili]e tKe same lanJuaJe� To Sut 
it anotKer way� it beFame reasonable to state tKat a Serson wKo lost CKinese 
Sarents³ non� Muslim� CKinese� sSeakinJ Sarents³ naturally ouJKt to be 
reuniteG witK tKe same kinGs of SeoSle� In tKe ne[t FKaSter� we will enFoun�
ter more SeoSle wKo Grew analoJies between lost family members anG lost 
Satrimony� anG wKo believeG tKat an orSKan was not Must tKeir Sarents· lost 
FKilG� but tKe lost FKilG of an imaJineG Fommunity�

* * *

It is not neFessary for a Fivili]inJ SroMeFt to intenG to enJenGer etKniFity in 
its obMeFts³ ratKer� tKe Fivili]er·s FonFerns leave a traFe in tKe reaFtions of 
tKe Fivili]eG� TKis bifurFation is aSSarent in tKe way tKe ;ianJ Army 
aSSroaFKeG tKeir transformation of Muslims: iGeoloJy anG law stateG tKat 
tKe family unit was tKe funGamental builGinJ bloFk of a Karmonious 
 soFiety� However� GurinJ tKe reFonTuest� tKey also seSarateG SeoSle from 
KouseKolGs aFForGinJ to etKnoreliJious JrouSs� SresuSSosinJ tKat etKniF 
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anG reliJious GiϸerenFe was suϲFient eviGenFe for kiGnaSSinJ� wKile leav�
inJ it to insSeFtors to Getermine JrouS membersKiS� Many of tKose Gis�
SlaFeG SeoSle were forFibly settleG into KouseKolGs anG into marriaJes 
tKey GiG not Gesire� wKiFK tenGeG to Fross etKnoreliJious bounGaries� as it 
was believeG tKat marryinJ Muslim women to lower� Flass CKinese men 
woulG Fivili]e botK of tKese ´GanJerousµ Sarties� 9ertiFal Flass KierarFKies 
eliGeG witK Kori]ontal reliJious anG linJuistiF GiϸerenFes� At tKe same 
time� tKe faFts of eFonomiF anG GemoJraSKiF ineTuality� in wKiFK many 
imSoverisKeG Musulman women were faFeG witK tKe oSSortunity to sur�
vive by marryinJ CKinese men� enFouraJeG transaFtional GomestiF anG 
se[ual arranJements faFilitateG by Hui brokers� TKe very faFt of tKese 
e[FKanJes� Kowever� GisturbeG Musulmans wKo FomSlaineG of losinJ 
´tKeirµ women to wealtKier non� Muslim CKinese� often tKrouJK FoerFion 
or kiGnaSSinJ� TKeir FomSlaints fell Geaf on tKe ears of tKe SrefeFt wKen 
tKey attemSteG to nullify Musulman� CKinese unions� as it remaineG in tKe 
Jovernment·s interest to Freate families� TKerefore� some learneG to use 
resettlement� euSKemi]eG as tKe Freation of stable KouseKolGs� as a means 
to Fontrol women anG maintain tKe bounGaries arounG tKeir Fommunities� 
TKe lanJuaJe of family was a means to artiFulate Flaims about GiϸerenFe in 
a way tKat FoulG invoke tKe Sower of tKe state�

TKe Fonstant reinsFriStion of tKe KomoloJy of CKinese� Hui� Musulman to 
Fonsumer� broker� FommoGity reiϮeG bounGaries between JrouSs Srevi�
ously GeϮneG more by linJuistiF anG reliJious SraFtiFe� An iGeoloJiFal Gis�
Fourse of family at times MustiϮeG� obsFureG� or faFilitateG tKose ineTualities 
in tKe se[ual eFonomy� Yet� somewKere between e[FKanJe itself anG tKe Gis�
Fourse of e[FKanJe� tKere emerJeG a sense tKat tKese FateJories were natu�
ral� anG rooteG in tKe very Tuestions of belonJinJ raiseG by tKe sellinJ of 
wives anG GauJKters� TKe norms anG lanJuaJe of family tKat tKe state 
GeSloyeG in orGer to enforFe tKe Satriline anG brinJ about assimilation were 
also a means to artiFulate GiϸerenFe anG SoliFe bounGaries� %y tKe miG� 
����s� Musulman elites· attemSts to seTuester bounGary� FrossinJ women 
anG tKeir FKilGren not only KaG beFome matters of SoSular SraFtiFe� as in 
tKe burial of suFK women in or near tKe CKinese Femetery� but also were 
formali]eG in TurSan SrefeFture·s enforFement of se[ual mores� TKe Grive 
to assimilate tKrouJK marriaJe KaG SroGuFeG insteaG Givision� resentment� 
anG a stronJer sense of tKe inKerent GiϸerenFe between JrouSs�

                 
           

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



[ ��� ]

ON DECEM%ER �� ����� an eiJKt� year� olG boy nameG Mlmlt was JatKer�
inJ kinGlinJ from tKe FolG JrounG of a vineyarG in tKe town of TuyuT� Must 
east of TurSan SroSer� wKen Ke KaSSeneG uSon a Kuman KeaG��

TuyuT was anG remains famous for two tKinJs: JraSes� wKiFK Jrow in 
abunGanFe anG remarkable variety in TurSan·s sKort but intense summers� 
anG tKe SKrine of tKe Seven SleeSers�� PilJrims Fame from as far as InGia to 
visit tKe Jrave of tKese ´ComSanions of tKe Caveµ � �� wKo 
aFForGinJ to tKe 4uran� anG as elaborateG uSon in leJenG� ϰeG SerseFution 
for tKeir faitK� GoG SroteFteG tKem by JivinJ tKem tKree Fenturies of sleeS 
in a Fave� lonJ enouJK to awaken in a worlG wKere tKeir beliefs were SraF�
tiFeG oSenly� TKis story is attaFKeG to a number of Giϸerent sites aFross 
Eurasia� but Musulmans reJarGeG tKe sKrine in TuyuT as tKe SleeSers· 
autKentiF restinJ SlaFe� TuyuT is tKus one of tKe Koliest sites in all of East 
Turkestan�

Yet wKat Mlmlt GisFovereG was KarGly Koly� A boGy was attaFKeG to tKe 
KeaG� burieG unGer tKe JrounG� wKiFK tKe Foroner estimateG KaG GeFayeG 
for about tKirteen years� GatinJ it to tKe outbreak of tKe Muslim uSrisinJs� 
Clearly� no one GieG in a vineyarG on SurSose� anG tKe Kuman remains sFat�
tereG aFross TurSan·s lanGsFaSe serveG as Fonstant reminGers of tKe reFent 
violenFe� SayrčmҸ GesFribes Kow entire settlements KaG been FleareG of 
´nonbelievers�µ anG so many battles KaG been MoineG tKat� in one SlaFe� ´as 
tKe years SasseG� until tKe CKinese returneG� tKeir bones lay GesiFFatinJ in 

)I9E

ReFolleFtinJ %ones

The Muslim Uprisings as Historical Trauma
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tKe roaG�µ� Now rumors sSreaG TuiFkly� as SeoSle souJKt to assiJn blame 
for tKe ForSse·s GisSosition� TKe maJistrate³ ill� fateG YanJ Peiyuan³ 
GetermineG to manaJe tKe Sotential for violenFe by GisFoverinJ ´wKetKer 
tKe boGy was CKinese� Hui� or Musulman�µ However� YanJ·s investiJation 
was met witK tKe usual loFal resistanFe tKat later leG to Kis suiFiGe� TKat 
resistanFe strenJtKeneG wKen it was revealeG tKat tKe KeaG sSorteG a lonJ 
Tueue anG a sKaveG Sate� a siJn of submission to 4inJ autKority tKat CKi�
nese anG Hui wore� but from wKiFK Fommon Musulmans were normally 
e[emSt� TKe remaininJ FlotKinJ markeG Kim as CKinese� Moreover� tKe 
GeaG man in tKe orFKarG KaG been tortureG before Kis e[eFution� TKe boGy·s 
KanGs sKoweG marks wKere tKey KaG been bounG� Do]ens of stab wounGs 
SerforateG Kis boGy� but it was tKe lonJ� GeeS Fut alonJ Kis tKroat tKat 
enGeG Kis life� :Kile tKe boGy tolG a story� tKe Musulman farmers in wKose 
vineyarG Mlmlt KaG GisFovereG it oϸereG only silenFe� as GiG tKeir Hui 
neiJKbor� YanJ GroSSeG Kis investiJation�

IGentifyinJ tKe boGy woulG Kave resulteG in a number of Sotential Fom�
SliFations� If tKe viFtim·s iGentity were known� tKen tKe ReFonstruFtion 
AJenFies miJKt Kave neeGeG to SroseFute someone³ or� in tKe Foroner·s 
estimation� a JrouS of SeoSle³ for murGer� )urtKermore� a boGy neFessarily 
belonJeG to a Serson� wKo in turn KaG belonJeG to a family� tKe remaininJ 
members of wKiFK FoulG Flaim tKe SroSerty tKeir GeFeaseG relative KaG 
KelG in life� PraFtiFality GiFtateG silenFe�

However� Kuman remains also JaineG a new aura of Sower anG GanJer in 
tKe Fourse of tKe uSrisinJs anG reFonstruFtion� Even before ����� as YaTࡃb 
%eJ·s forFes retreateG before tKe ;ianJ Army·s raSiG aGvanFe� tKe Sointless�
ness of tKe uSrisinJs KaG beFome aSSarent� MullaK Mࡃsa SayrčmҸ� wKose 
vision of tKe Sast we will aGGress in Getail in FKaSter �� GesFribes Kow tKe 
Jreat oStimism of tKe ´time of Islamµ � � KaG TuiFkly Jiven way to 
a sense of Fonfusion anG frustration� as YaTࡃb %eJ·s ta[ation anG Fonstant 
battles laiG ever Keavier burGens uSon Fommon SeoSle�� He ϮJures tKe Sre� 
���� 4inJ reJime as an aJe of SeaFe now irrevoFably lost� NevertKeless� loss 
GemanGs reFovery� anG SayrčmҸ relates Kow Musulmans Fame to suϸer 
unGer tKe inFreasinJ e[aFtions of YaTࡃb %eJ·s reJime anG FrieG out for tKe 
emSeror of CKina·s return� SayrčmҸ GesFribes tKe restoration of 4inJ rule 
as a Korror story� FomSarinJ it to an olG tale about tKree GervisKes lost in 
tKe Gesert wKo Fame aFross tKe bleaFKeG bones of two lonJ� GeaG animals� 
TKese Furious GervisKes SrayeG tKree times� restorinJ tKe Freatures to life� 
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only to ϮnG tKat tKey KaG reFovereG tKe boGies of a tiJer anG a bear� TKe 
tiJer anG bear KaG GieG of KunJer� anG uSon tKeir revival� tKese ravenous 
beasts GevoureG tKe GervisKes wKo KaG saveG tKem�

OtKers tolG stories tKat were more intimate anG Sersonal anG yet reso�
nateG witK tKe broaGer e[SerienFe of loss�� InGeeG� CKinese anG Musulmans 
alike Fame to reJarG Kuman remains as emblematiF not only of Sersonal or 
familial loss� but of tKe imaJineG Fommunity·s loss of FolleFtive KeritaJe� A 
ForSse FoulG stanG for many tKinJs: a Sersonal tKreat or a siJn of imSenGinJ 
Gisaster� a lost Sarent� or a lost national Kero� In tKis FKaSter� I will arJue 
tKat tKe linJerinJ SresenFe of tKe Muslim uSrisinJs formeG an imSortant 
GisFursive sSaFe in wKiFK SeoSle artiFulateG Flaims anG Fommunal iGenti�
ties tKrouJK tKe toSos of Kuman remains� As DominiFk LaCaSra Suts it in Kis 
stuGy of KistoriFal trauma� ´In FonvertinJ absenFe into loss� one assumes 
tKat tKere was �or at least FoulG be� some oriJinal unity� wKoleness� seFurity� 
or iGentity tKat otKers Kave � � �  maGe ¶us· lose� TKerefore� to reJain it one 
must someKow Jet riG of or eliminate tKose otKers³ or SerKaSs tKat sinful 
otKer in oneself�µ� TKe Kistory of tKe Muslim uSrisinJs beFame attaFKeG not 
only to Sresent ForSses� but to absenFes: bones anG monuments tKat SeoSle 
e[SeFteG to ϮnG� but tKat KaG GisaSSeareG from tKe lanGsFaSe in tKe vio�
lenFe� TKis ´evaFuateG Sastµ of tKe Sre� uSrisinJs SerioG imSlieG tKe e[is�
tenFe of a Srior JolGen aJe� tKe imaJination of wKiFK GisSlaFeG reFent mem�
ory� TKe GisFourse of traumatiF loss to wKiFK tKe CKinese state resSonGeG 
tKerefore SroviGeG a means to artiFulate JrievanFes between anG witKin 
Fommunities� In tKis sense� wKile tKe FomSle[ violenFe of tKe tKirteen� year 
interreJnum KaG involveG tKe mobili]ation of JrouSs aJainst one anotKer� it 
was reFonstruFtion tKat enFouraJeG SeoSle to reify tKeir bounGaries anG 
JrounG tKem Ϯrmly in GisFourses of Fommon GesFent�

)amilial Trauma anG ColleFtive Trauma

In orGer to illustrate tKe transubstantiation of tKe munGane into tKe saFreG 
anG tKe Sersonal into tKe FolleFtive in tKe Fourse of traumatiF loss anG 
reFovery� let us FonsiGer a Mourney aFross tKe 4inJ emSire tKat two men 
maGe toJetKer anG yet e[SerienFeG anG wrote about in wKolly Giϸerent 
ways� TKis is tKe story of )enJ -unJuanJ� wKo traveleG from GuanJGonJ to 
tKe eGJe of ;inMianJ to retrieve Kis fatKer·s bones� anG of :anJ =KensKenJ� 
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)enJ·s Flerk anG FomSanion wKo envisioneG tKat same e[SerienFe as a 
Tuest to reFlaim lost Keroes� TKeir narratives illustrate tKe sliSSaJe 
between Guty to family anG Guty to Fountry� anG between tKe reFovery of 
bones anG tKe reFovery of territory�

)enJ -unJuanJ �����² ��� was a sFKolar� oϲFial from a well� reJarGeG 
family in NanKai� GuanJGonJ� on CKina·s soutKeastern Foast�� His fatKer 
YuKenJ �����² ��� was an oϲFial until Ke was FonviFteG as an aFFessory to 
embe]]lement anG e[ileG to tKe Ili 9alley in nortKern ;inMianJ on tKe otKer 
enG of tKe emSire� In ����� -unJuanJ anG Kis younJer brotKer aFFomSanieG 
tKeir fatKer anG Kis FonFubine to Kis SlaFe of e[ile� wKere tKey left Kim in 
JooG FomSany� as a Cantonese Fommunity KaG Jrown uS in Ili� YuKenJ 
MoineG Kis sister� in� law anG Ker KusbanG� as well as Kis own seFonG Fousin� 
wKo was tKe Jarrison FommanGer� A native� SlaFe assoFiation SroviGeG a 
sSaFe for Cantonese to JatKer anG worsKiS� anG even a Femetery wKere 
GeFeaseG e[iles FoulG be interreG until tKeir families manaJeG to retrieve 
tKeir bones for burial at Kome� -unJuanJ anG Kis brotKer maGe tKe lonJ 
Mourney baFk to GuanJGonJ� wKere tKey now founG tKeir native lanG torn 
aSart by tKe TaiSinJ war� -unJuanJ MoineG tKe ;ianJ Army as a Flerk� In 
����� news arriveG from Ili of Kis fatKer YuKenJ·s untimely GeatK� -unJuanJ 
wisKeG to retrieve YuKenJ·s bones� but Ke was now leaGinJ a reFonstruF�
tion aJenFy in AnKui� It was not until tKe enG of tKe war in ���� tKat -un�
JuanJ manaJeG to make tKe Mourney west onFe more� Must in time to Kear of 
tKe outbreak of tKe Muslim uSrisinJs� MiGway tKrouJK Kis Mourney� Ke ϰeG 
baFk to CKina SroSer anG to a series of aGministrative Mobs� lanGinJ eventu�
ally in SKanJKai� )or tKirteen years� Ke KearG no news of Kis relatives in Ili�

In ����� as tKe ;ianJ Army was reFonTuerinJ NortKern ;inMianJ� -un�
JuanJ·s unFle PeiTinJ was in Lan]Kou� MerFKants aFFomSanyinJ tKe army 
FoulG onFe aJain Geliver letters from Russian� oFFuSieG Ili� anG Cantonese 
members of =uo·s armies sent news of tKeir Fountrymen� Some tolG PeiTinJ 
about YuKenJ·s bones anG tKe fate of Kis family� wKiFK Ke FonveyeG baFk to 
-unJuanJ: :Ken tKe uSrisinJs broke out� tKe Cantonese of Ili moveG 
YuKenJ·s remains into tKe native� SlaFe assoFiation·s Femetery� but rebels 
GestroyeG tKe Kall anG GeseFrateG tKe Foϲns of tKe GeaG� TKe Faretaker of 
tKe Femetery ϰeG to -imsar� wKere GeatK met Kim in tKe hr�mFKi faFtion·s 
FonTuests� MeanwKile� tKe Jarrison FommanGer KaG GieG GurinJ tKe sieJe 
of Ili in ����� anG no one FoulG say wKere Ke was burieG� YuKenJ·s FonFu�
bine took Soison tKat Gay ratKer tKan faFe FaSture� wKile Ker GauJKter� 
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-unJuanJ·s Kalf� sister� ran away� Ker fate unknown� A Sair of nieFes fell into 
tKe KanGs of tKe Muslim armies� As for -unJuanJ·s aunt anG unFle� some 
relateG tKat tKey KaG ϰeG anG GisaSSeareG� OtKers FlaimeG tKat tKey KaG 
MoineG YuKenJ·s FonFubine in suiFiGe wKen tKe walls fell� Still anotKer 
relateG a more KeroiF story: Kis unFle KaG GieG alonJsiGe tKe Jarrison Fom�
manGer� anG inFiGentally -unJuanJ·s Kalf� brotKer� in a bolG Gefense of Ili 
aJainst overwKelminJ oGGs� TKey KaG KelG tKe native� SlaFe assoFiation to 
tKe last man� Of Fourse� tKe GeaG FoulG not sSeak for tKemselves� anG tKese 
stories KaG tKe aGvantaJe of SroviGinJ tKeir Keroes witK morally satisfaF�
tory enGinJs�

TKe )enJ family SaiG for one last Mourney to tKe enGs of emSire to retrieve 
YuKenJ·s remains� -unJuanJ askeG to resiJn early from Kis oϲFe in orGer 
to unGertake tKe triS� anG tKe Fourt in %eiMinJ aSSroveG� as ´tKe emSeror 
rules all� unGer� Heaven by means of Ϯlial Siety�µ anG a loyal son FoulG not 
be GenieG an aFt tKat suSSorteG tKe will of Heaven anG tKe emSire�� NeSKew 
anG unFle maintaineG a freTuent ForresSonGenFe as -unJuanJ traveleG 
from SKanJKai to Lan]Kou� anG PeiTinJ from Lan]Kou to Ili� �PeiTinJ aFtu�
ally traveleG tKe Jreater GistanFe³ ;inMianJ� it must be remembereG� is 
vast�� -unJuanJ sSent Kis iGle Kours on tKe roaG reaGinJ� He founG it rela[�
inJ� anG tKe Romance of the Three Kingdoms in SartiFular FoulG Jive Kim an 
afternoon of Tuiet FontemSlation� -unJuanJ took little notiFe of Kis 
intenGeG Gestination� SerKaSs beFause Ke no lonJer founG tKe ´:estern 
ReJionsµ � � stranJe or wonGrous� Unlike many of Kis FontemSoraries� 
wKo obsessively SraFtiFeG tKeir eruGition by FonneFtinJ tKeir Mourneys to 
tKe SlaFes GesFribeG in anFient te[ts� -unJuanJ only took notiFe of Kistory 
wKen Ke was GesSerately boreG: weeks of waitinJ in Lan]Kou for news of Kis 
fatKer·s Fasket Ϯnally insSireG Kim to verify tKe name of a loFal river�

MeanwKile� Kis unFle PeiTinJ keSt writinJ letters� :Ken PeiTinJ arriveG 
in Ili� Ke was stunneG to ϮnG tKe Cantonese Femetery in total Gisarray³ 
but� tKrouJK Srayer anG Givination� Ke reFovereG twenty� eiJKt of YuKenJ·s 
bones anG SlaFeG tKem in an attraFtive ossuary maGe of TiansKan reG Sine�� 
At tKis news� -unJuanJ FKastiseG Kimself for GereliFtion of Kis Ϯlial Guty� In 
Kis Giary� Ke mourneG for Kis fatKer·s lauJKinJ faFe� Eventually� PeiTinJ anG 
Kis neSKew met at tKe bounGary of ;inMianJ anG Gansu� wKere tKey 
e[FKanJeG YuKenJ·s bones� -unJuanJ wrote to Kis family� maGe tKe neFes�
sary arranJements� anG SreSareG to brinJ Kis fatKer Kome� HarGly a Gay 
after -unJuanJ returneG to SKanJKai� Ke Kimself SasseG away�
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-unJuanJ·s Flerk :anJ =KensKenJ tells tKe story Giϸerently� :Kile -un�
JuanJ mentions Kis FomSanion only as one of Kis servants� :anJ e[Sresses 
a GeeS FonneFtion to Kis mentor anG GeSiFts tKeir Mourney as a sKareG 
Tuest��� His aFFount beJins witK a blunt autobioJraSKiFal statement 
tKat inGiFates tKe siJniϮFanFe of SarentaJe to Kis e[SerienFes: ´I was 
orSKaneG at a younJ aJe�µ�� :anJ lost Kis Sarents early in tKe TaiSinJ war� 
after wKiFK tKe eGuFateG younJ man wanGereG between semiskilleG Mobs 
until Ϯnally -unJuanJ took Kim unGer Kis winJ� :anJ·s aFFount FonϮrms 
tKat -unJuanJ was GistrauJKt at tKe news of Kis fatKer·s GeatK� In ����� Ke 
struJJleG for montKs to seFure tKe neFessary Sermission from Kis family 
anG tKe bureauFraFy to travel into tKe war ]one� meetinJ resistanFe from 
frienGs wKo beJJeG Kim not to risk Kis life� In tKis tellinJ� -unJuanJ is a 
KeroiF ϮJure wKo MourneyeG bravely into tKe Maws of GeatK� -unJuanJ·s own 
aFFount suJJests sometKinJ Tuite Giϸerent� tKat tKe route aFross CKina 
was now larJely SeaFeful� well traϲFkeG by merFKants anG SroteFteG by 
tKe ;ianJ Army�

If )enJ -unJuanJ was tKe Kero of tKis Mourney� tKen :anJ =KensKenJ 
GeSiFteG Kimself as tKe faitKful siGekiFk wKo tearfully aJreeG to sKare it� A 
subtle Fontrast between tKe titles Jiven to eitKer Giary uSon SubliFation 
emSKasi]es tKeir GiϸerenFe of SersSeFtive: )enJ -unJuanJ FalleG Kis 
aFFount tKe  �Xi xing riji�� wKile :anJ SreferreG 

 �Xi zheng riji�� )enJ·s term xing  straiJKtfor�
warGly inGiFates a ´Mourneyµ in tKe sense of movement tKrouJK sSaFe� In 
tKis sense� xing unGerstates tKe Sersonal siJniϮFanFe of )enJ·s eϸorts to 
retrieve Kis fatKer·s remains� wKiFK involveG travelinJ for tKe tKirG time 
aFross CKina� :anJ FKose zheng � wKiFK Farries tKe base meaninJ of a 
Mourney to somewKere Gistant but also emSKasi]es an aFt of reFoverinJ ter�
ritory tKrouJK a military FamSaiJn� Zheng overstates :anJ·s role by FKar�
aFteri]inJ tKe Mourney as a KistoriFal unGertakinJ�

It is no wonGer tKat :anJ FKose a military tKeme� as Ke sSent Kis time on 
tKe roaG reaGinJ FKroniFles anG FolleFtions of Soetry about ;inMianJ��� TKese 
Soems� written in tKe EviGentiary LearninJ � � traGition� tieG tKe 
4inJ FonTuests of ;inMianJ in tKe eiJKteentK Fentury to tKe anFient JeoJra�
SKies of tKe Han anG TanJ Gynasties� botK of wKiFK KaG JarrisoneG tKe :est�
ern ReJions� AlonJ tKe way� :anJ FomSoseG eiJKt ´EleJies of ;inMianJµ �Xin

� of Kis own� He wrote in tKe EviGentiary style� reSlete witK notes� 
in orGer to memoriali]e tKe ;ianJ Army·s KistoriFal aFFomSlisKments:
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TKey feareG not GeatK on tKe sanGy ϮelG� nor transformation into ForSses�
TKey followeG tKe army for ������ miles �li�� waitinJ lonJ to return�
TKe sSrinJ winGs in tKe willows on tKe roaG to tKe western Pass�
TKe autumn moon rounG as a lute SlayinJ sonJs above tKe reGoubts � � �  
An artful strike� a surSrise at niJKt� anG tKe barbarians roGe away³ 
Army Grums boomeG fortK saG sonJs of CKu� 

I Sity tKem: in tKat far� oϸ lanG� tKe sonJs of Kome were Gistant�
To Jamble it all for Fountry anG Jlory� tKey enGureG seSaration�

:anJ� Kowever� never entereG ;inMianJ� Like earlier Soets wKo wrote 
´sKeSKerG·s sonJsµ for a Gistant KerGsman� Ke was enJaJinJ in a broaGer 
imaJination of tKe borGerlanG��� )or :anJ anG many otKers like Kim� tKe 
Kistory of tKe NortKwest was now intimately tieG to tKe KeroiF struJJle of 
tKe ;ianJ Army� wKiFK now aSSeareG to be tKe savior of CKina·s anFient 
territory� In tKis Soem� :anJ invokes imaJes tKat botK tie ;inMianJ to CKina 
SroSer anG emSKasi]e its alienness anG GistanFe: tKe men of CKu traveleG 
far to tKe west anG� as =uo aFtually GiG� SlanteG reG willows alonJ tKe way� 
TKe ;ianJ Army·s movements are insFribeG on tKe lanGsFaSe in a trail of 
trees tKat symboli]e not Must tKe markinJ of territory� but also tKe trans�
formation of tKe lanG anG its SeoSle at tKe very root� To =uo� tKey Srobably 
meant more as reaGily available ϮrewooG for tKe army�

:anJ also sKoweG Kimself to be investeG emotionally in tKe reFonstruF�
tion of ;inMianJ as a SrovinFe anG its soFiomoral transformation tKrouJK 
tKe aJenFy of tKe ;ianJ Army ´Keroesµ:

One is never SromoteG by renounFinJ tKe Sen�
Most of tKese Keroes were orGinary men�
DiviGeG NortK anG SoutK� tKis army of fame
:ent amonJ )an anG Hui��� of stranJe teaFKinJs anG ken� Note: To the south of the 

NowKere to live� tKeir Kouses of skin� 

:omen Gress Giϸerently� Searls in tKeir Kair� 
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;inMianJ� now a SrovinFe� FreateG aJain³ 
TKe fartKest reaFKes transformeG by moral Sower�

:anJ e[SerienFeG tKe reFonTuest viFariously� anG Ke was not alone: 
aFross CKina SroSer� SeoSle FelebrateG ´tKe riJKteousness anG Keroism of 
tKe martyreG GeaG�µ tKe emSire·s Keroes wKo fell in battle brinJinJ tKe war 
to a Flose� at tKe e[Sense of tKe memory of tKose killeG early on in tKe vio�
lenFe��� )or :anJ =KensKenJ� foFusinJ on tKe ;ianJ Army·s territorial 
reFovery anG )enJ -unJuanJ·s familial reFovery means tKat Ke never 
returns to reϰeFt on Kis own orSKaninJ� )ollowinJ ;iaofei Tian·s analysis 
of Sost� TaiSinJ traumatiF literature� we Fan reaG :anJ·s work as a narra�
tion away from tKe self� an attemSt to FoSe witK Sersonal loss by FoverinJ 
tKe inGiviGual subMeFt·s absenFe tKrouJK tKe suFFessful aJenFy of tKe Fol�
leFtive subMeFt³ a viFarious Keroism��� :Kere trauma GemanGs its reSeti�
tion anG aFtinJ out� :anJ aFts out otKer� analoJous Mourneys tKat lenG an 
alternative struFture anG meaninJ to Kis own� In tKis Fase� GesFriStions of 
tKose Mourneys rely on CKinese troSes of East Turkestani SeoSles to lenG an 
e[otiF Jloss anG a KistoriFal siJniϮFanFe to tKe ;ianJ Army·s aJenFy�

TKe FirFumstanFes of tKe two Giaries· SubliFation inGiFate tKe role eitKer 
one SlayeG in tKe FonstruFtion of memory� )enJ -unJuanJ·s  was 
releaseG in ����� not lonJ after Kis GeatK� by a Fousin wKo KoSeG tKat it 
woulG stanG as a monument to Ϯlial Siety� :anJ =KensKenJ souJKt SubliFa�
tion of Kis own Campaign in ����� At tKe time� tKere was a burst of SoSular 
SublisKinJ on =uo =onJtanJ·s FamSaiJns� An illustrateG� noveli]eG� ´e[Fit�
inJµ aFFount of tKe ;ianJ Army·s battle aJainst tKe TaiSinJ FalleG The Xiang 

 �Xiangjun ping ni zhuan� was SrinteG in SKanJKai in 
������� Its wooGFuts SresenteG tKe ;ianJ Army Keroes anG TaiSinJ villains 
in GramatiF Soses�  �Zuo gong ping xi zhuan� was 
SroGuFeG as a seTuel tKat same year� TKe novel features =uo anG Kis KeroiF 
FomSatriots ϮJKtinJ romantiFi]eG visions of Nian anG Muslim leaGers anG 
enGs Must before a SlanneG tKirG novel about ;inMianJ tKat� saGly� aSSears 
never to Kave materiali]eG� In tKe Ϯnal sFene� =uo reFeives a letter from tKe 
ϮFtional kinJ of .Kotan beJJinJ for KelS FombattinJ tKe Muslim rebels���

:anJ =KensKenJ·s Giary tKus reaFKeG tKe market Must as tKere was risinJ 
interest in tKe ;ianJ Army FamSaiJns� aSSro[imately twenty to tKirty 
years after tKeir FonFlusion� anG a FonFomitant rise in fantasy in Kow Seo�
Sle remembereG tKat Sart of tKe Sast� TKis was tKe emerJenFe of ´KeritaJe�µ 
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tKat wKiFK allows Kistory� as a formal reFolleFtion of tKe Sast� to Gominate 
memory� as an onJoinJ reSetition of tKe Sast in life��� Per Pierre Nora·s esti�
mate� it tySiFally takes about tKree Jenerations from an event for it to sliS 
from livinJ memory into tKe soFial GisFourse about tKe Sast� wKile after 
about Ϯfteen or twenty years novels about events beJin to aSSear� %y tKat 
benFKmark� tKe SubliFation of :anJ·s Giary anG tKe ;ianJ Army stories 
about tKirty� Ϯve to forty years after tKe GeatK of )enJ YuKenJ anG tKe enG 
of tKe TaiSinJ war seems to Ϯt tKe moGel� InGeeG� SayrčmҸ also frames Kis 
Kistory as a SroMeFt of reFovery� anG Ke beJan it arounG ���� wKen ´forty 
years KaG SasseG�µ�� It was tKe earlier moment in time� tKe Jeneral Fivil war 
aFross CKina SroSer anG tKe outbreak of tKe Muslim uSrisinJs� tKat sub�
sumeG tKe reFent Kistory of ;inMianJ into wKat CKinese FalleG tKe ´Military 
Disasterµ �bingxian�� tKe FKaos of tKe miG� nineteentK Fentury assoFiateG Sri�
marily witK tKe TaiSinJ FonϰiFt� TKe name workeG on multiSle sFales anG 
levels� anG FKroniFlers of tKe ;ianJ Army·s FamSaiJns in botK CKina SroSer 
anG ;inMianJ useG it to inGiFate all of tKe wars of tKat SerioG���

TKis sliSSaJe between familial loss anG tKe loss of tKe Jreater imaJineG 
Fommunity was e[SresseG in stories of CKinese wKo SerisKeG in tKe uSris�
inJs� AFFounts abounG in tKe Ja]etteers of Gansu anG SKaan[i of riJKteous 
wiGows wKose KusbanGs soMourneG ´beyonG tKe Passµ in searFK of liveli�
KooGs� TKe women of )uSinJ County� SKaan[i� seem to Kave suϸereG inor�
Ginately��� TKese women marrieG in tKeir teenaJe years� anG some never 
bore FKilGren by tKeir younJ KusbanGs� wKo GisaSSeareG into ;inMianJ 
before tKe outbreak of tKe uSrisinJs� never to return� ProSriety GemanGeG 
tKat wiGows maintain tKeir FKastity� but Jiven tKat tKose wKo aFtually GiG 
so were Srobably in tKe minority� tKe larJe number of FelebrateG ´riJK�
teous wiGowsµ in )uSinJ imSlies tKat even more women lost tKeir KusbanGs 
in ;inMianJ��� OϲFial aFFounts suFK as tKese FonϮrmeG tKat women·s 
sSKere of aJenFy was limiteG: to be FelebrateG in GeatK� a wiGow FoulG raise 
Ker KusbanG·s FKilGren or serve Ker in� laws� Sreferably until sKe starveG or 
fro]e to GeatK�

In Fontrast� sons wKo lost tKeir fatKers anG souJKt tKem out were 
GeSiFteG as SossessinJ a KeroiF Sower to reunite botK family anG territory� 
AFForGinJ to one narrative� Hui SiFonJ from )uSinJ County was small wKen 
Kis fatKer Hui Dayou went to soMourn in ;inMianJ��� SiFonJ Jrew uS GurinJ 
tKe uSrisinJs� He woulG ask Kis motKer wKere Kis fatKer was� anG sKe woulG 
tell Kim ́ ������ miles �li� away� anG no one knows wKere Ke miJKt be founG�µ 
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%eFause tKe boy so lonJeG for Kis fatKer� Ke fell into inFurable melanFKolia� 
One Gay in ����� SiFonJ ran aFross a )uSinJ man wKo KaG returneG from a 
soMourn beyonG tKe Pass� anG tKis man tolG Kim tKat Kis fatKer still liveG in 
a SlaFe FalleG DaKeyan� :Ken SiFonJ KearG tKe news� Ke was torn� He FoulG 
KeeG Kis motKer·s warninJ: ´DaKeyan may as well be in Heaven� anG my boy 
Kasn·t winJs to ϰy�µ Or Ke FoulG Go wKat Ke knew to be Kis Ϯlial Guty: ´If Ke 
is on EartK� wKat reason is tKere tKat Ke Fan·t be reaFKeG"�µ :itK a fortune�
teller·s aiG� motKer anG son founG an ausSiFious Gay for tKe westwarG Mour�
ney to beJin� anG so SiFonJ traveleG alone tKrouJK tKe winter� GresseG in 
raJs to save money� over free]inJ mountain Sasses� SiFonJ·s story reFalls 
tKe fables of tKe � tKe same FolleFtion of stories 
tKat Musulmans enFountereG in tKe � in wKiFK younJ boys often 
enGureG tKe FolG to sSare tKeir Sarents� lyinJ on tKe iFe to FatFK a ϮsK or 
JoinJ witKout FlotKinJ to keeS a Fruel steSmotKer warm���

)inally� wKen fatKer anG son were reuniteG� tKey immeGiately reFoJ�
ni]eG eaFK otKer� tKus GemonstratinJ natural reFoJnition of tKe Sarent� 
FKilG relationsKiS� An elm tree now Jrows tKere� says tKe Ja]etteer� nameG 
for SiFonJ tKe Ϯlial son� anG SeoSle from every Fommunity� CKinese� Hui� 
anG Musulman alike� all Konor it anG refuse to Fut its branFKes� In tKe 
Exemplars� Fruel steSmotKers witness tKe Ϯliality of tKeir abuseG sons� 
wKiFK transforms tKem into lovinJ Sarents� Similarly� in tKis bioJraSKy of 
a suSSoseGly real Ϯlial e[emSlar� tKe tree stanGs as a beaFon of true moral�
ity of tKe kinG tKat everyone FoulG unGerstanG: a CKinese or ConfuFian 
value was self� eviGent� even in tKe wilG borGerlanGs� SiFonJ anG Dayou·s 
story is one of tKe reFovery of territorial anG familial inteJrity tKrouJK a 
meritorious aFt of moral transformation� It reϰeFts stories about tKe boGies 
of tKe virtuous� wKiFK GiG not GeFomSose� but were SreserveG to be 
reuniteG witK tKeir families��� TKeir story is one of reFonstruFtion �shan
hou� SlayinJ out on tKe interSersonal level as well as tKat of tKe imaJineG 
Fommunity�

SuFK narrative transformations of Sersonal traJeGy into Keroism are 
Fommon in tKe wake of war trauma��� Moreover� transforminJ Sainful 
sFattereG memories into KeroiF FolleFtive Kistory woulG Kave been botK 
SolitiFally useful for a state reFoverinJ from mass violenFe anG Sotentially 
emSowerinJ to orGinary SeoSle� TKe Military Disaster tKus beFame tKe 
limit event of tKe Kistory of ;inMianJ·s SeoSle� a referenFe Soint for botK 
SoliFies aimeG at sSeeGinJ tKe reJion·s reFovery anG tKe FomSlaints of 
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Fommoners wKo felt tKe sSeeG of tKat revival was laJJinJ��� :Ken loFal 
Ja]etteers were FomSoseG in ;inMianJ� tKe Military Disaster featureG 
Srominently in tKeir aFFounts of Kistory��� OϲFials were overwKelminJly 
FonFerneG witK tKe maintenanFe of family lineaJes� anG tKey attributeG 
tKe erasure of tKis most Fentral institution to ´suϸerinJ reSeateGly from 
tKe Military Disasterµ �lü zao bingxian�� InGeeG� in tKe eyes of ;ianJ Army 
oϲFials� tKe Sroblem was not tKat tKe uSrisinJs KaG killeG SeoSle� but tKat 
tKe violenFe GestroyeG family lines³ for witKout a family line� an inGiviGual 
was wilG� unFivili]eG� a Serson witKout Kistory in tKe eyes of ortKoGo[y� 
RebuilGinJ tKe anFient ties of family was metaSKoriFally anG aFtually Fen�
tral to tKe rebuilGinJ of tKe emSire�

TKe HaunteG LanGsFaSe

:Ken tKe ;ianJ Army entereG ;inMianJ� seeminJly brinJinJ tKe Military 
Disaster to a FonFlusion� it was botK a moment of triumSK anG a reali]ation 
of tKe totality of GestruFtion tKat tKey faFeG� ConfuFians· relationsKiS witK 
tKe Sast was meGiateG not Must tKrouJK te[t� but tKrouJK obMeFts� SartiFu�
larly stone or metal artifaFts tKat also FarrieG insFriStions� TKese stooG as 
SKysiFal emboGiments of tKe CKinese literate traGition anG Sroofs of Kis�
tory� However� tKe army enFountereG insteaG an absenFe of tKe KeritaJe 
tKey KaG e[SeFteG to ϮnG in ;inMianJ� TKose insFriStions anG ruins KaG 
fallen insteaG to a GestruFtion tKat remaineG in livinJ memory� TKe army·s 
resSonse was to rebuilG tKe anFient Sast of tKe Han anG TanJ tKat tKey 
GeSiFteG tKemselves as reenaFtinJ tKrouJK reFonTuest�

AFFounts from tKe early reFonTuest Soint not only to tKe wiGesSreaG 
loss of Kuman life� but to tKe built environment tKat KaG onFe sustaineG 
CKinese� ManFKu� anG otKer non� Muslim Fommunities� Initial estimates 
inGiFateG tKat uS to tKree� Tuarters of arable lanG in tKe NortK KaG been 
abanGoneG� anG nearly every CKinese Serson GisSlaFeG or killeG��� OϲFers 
returninJ to tKeir former Sosts founG tKem in ruins� In AuJust ����� hr�m�
FKi Jeneral YinJKan returneG to Kis olG Jarrison town��� All tKat was left of 
tKe CKinese Fity� Ke reSorteG� was a set of walls� wKile tKe ManFKu Jarrison 
KaG been ´ϰatteneG�µ It took two montKs for Kim to reFonstruFt tKe events 
of tKe uSrisinJ: In tKe summer of ����� Kis fellows in tKe ManFKu Fity KelG 
out unGer sieJe for eiJKty Gays before tKey were massaFreG� Now� nearly all 
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of tKe arable lanG was fallow anG untenGeG� save by two or tKree Hui farm�
ers wKo KaG onFe Fome from CKina SroSer lookinJ for a better life� SuFK 
stories of loss GurinJ tKe Muslim uSrisinJs beFame Fommon in tKe CKinese 
oϲFial Fulture of tKe reFonstruFtion SerioG� One autKor wrote in ���� 
about tKe ruins of tKe olG settlement of -imsar��� In ����� -imsar resisteG a 
wave of Hui assault� :Kile tKe Jarrison esFaSeG to ϮJKt aJain� tKe Fity itself 
was ruineG� anG tKe walls lay ´sKattereGµ on a lonely Slain� Now tKe 
observer wrote tKat ´PeaFe Kas reiJneG for over tKirty years� but tKe sSirit 
of tKis SlaFe Kas been Jravely inMureG� TKe wounGs Kave not KealeG� It 
makes one siJK�µ OtKer writers were less GramatiF� even as tKey emSKa�
si]eG tKe total GestruFtion of tKe former CKinese SresenFe: 4itai ´vanisKeG 
from tKe faFe of tKe EartKµ wKen tKe Muslims burnt it���

However� most of tKe oϲFers tKat reFonTuereG ;inMianJ SossesseG no 
Srior FonneFtion to tKe reJion� KavinJ only imaJineG it� as =uo =onJtanJ 
KaG� InsteaG� tKey knew ;inMianJ aFForGinJ to its Han�  anG TanJ� Gynasty 
JeoJraSKy� wKiFK =uo·s FirFle KoSeG in many ways to revive in tKeir new 
era of CKinese anG ConfuFian GominanFe� TKe TanJ artifaFts tKat tKese 
men e[SeFteG to ϮnG in ;inMianJ resonateG beFause tKey saw tKeir Fom�
munity as FontinuinJ tKe suFFesses of tKe GynastiF Sast� MuFK as tKe Flas�
siFally eGuFateG %ritisK elite in InGia GeSiFteG tKemselves as Romans 
enJaJinJ in a reviveG imSerial SroMeFt��� so GiG CKinese writinJs Fon�
stantly invoke tKe FonTuests� Jenerals� anG Jarrisons of tKe Han anG TanJ� 
One maJistrate GesFribeG Kis own arrival in TurSan in terms of tKe Han� 
era marFK into Loulan��� It was no FoinFiGenFe tKat =uo� workinJ from 
GonJ =i]Ken·s Slan for ;inMianJ� SroSoseG names for Founties tKat reϰeFteG 
tKose of TanJ Jarrisons��� His follower ;iao ;ionJ freTuently maGe refer�
enFe to tKe TanJ in Kis notes on Soems anG borroweG obsFure faFts from 
TanJ� era etKnoJraSKy to e[Slain wKat Ke saw in tKe Sresent: unGer Kis 
brusK� tKe .yrJy] beFame tKe GesFenGants of tKe TanJ tributary state of 
-iankun� wKile 4umulese saw lonJ braiGs as a siJn of beauty beFause tKe 
TanJ� era elite of 4iuFi Jrew tKeir Kair out��� It mattereG not tKat 4iuFi was 
Tuite far from 4umul� KavinJ been FentereG in latter� Gay .uFKa� or tKat 
many of tKe anFient kinJGoms reinsFribeG on ;inMianJ·s lanGsFaSe KaG 
been similarly GisloFateG� SKansKan County� wKen it was establisKeG 
in ����� was far nortK of FlassiFal SKansKan� OtKer SlaFes enGeG uS Gis�
SlaFeG in time� as .asKJar was onFe aJain nameG for tKe Sre� IslamiF SKule 
kinJGom�
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TKe ;ianJ Army founG every lanGmark of olG CKinese JeoJraSKy absent 
from tKe lanGsFaSe� In tKe Gays before tKe uSrisinJ� a broken iron bell KaG 
lain Kalf� burieG in tKe soil near -imsar��� Its visible Sart GisSlayeG a TanJ 
reiJn name� ´Flear as Gay�µ GeFlarinJ a CKinese SresenFe GatinJ from a 
JolGen aJe� ´AfterwarG�µ lamenteG an oϲFial writinJ in ����� ´it was Srob�
ably broken uS by tKe loFals anG tosseG into tKe forJe to make farm imSle�
ments� melteG Gown into notKinJ� TKere is no otKer traFe of tKe Sast�µ 
:riters blameG tKe Musulmans for lootinJ CKinese reliFs� anG wKile SeoSle 
GiG take builGinJ materials anG artifaFts from anFient sites� aFFounts of 
lost ruins SlayeG into iGeas of tKe Muslims· avariFiousness anG laFk of 
resSeFt for Kistory��� TKe Han anG TanJ sites tKat remaineG were sSooky� 
but never tKreateninJ: nortKwest of Suilai� one FoulG visit tKe ruins of a 
TanJ� era temSle��� TKe walls KaG fallen� but Ϯve wooGen iGols remaineG� 
GesiFFateG anG SreserveG by tKe Gry steSSe winGs� Or SerKaSs visitors 
merely took a more reFent MonJol %uGGKist temSle to be an anFient CKi�
nese struFture� ReJarGless� ´tKe olG folks saiG�µ on a Tuiet niJKt you FoulG 
still Kear tKe sounG of Grums anG bells witKin�

TKe erasure of struFtures attesteG to a Ϯnal break witK a Kistory tKat 
FoulG not be reFovereG� a neJation of two SroFesses of territoriali]ation on 
SaSer tKat literati founG esSeFially siJniϮFant³ wKat Laura Newby Kas 
FalleG ´tKe literary FonTuest of ;inMianJµ anG -ames MillwarG tKe SroFess 
of brinJinJ ;inMianJ ´onto tKe maS�µ�� TKose FonTuests sustaineG a Jeo�
JraSKiFal imaJination tKat maGe tKis stranJe reJion familiar� GenieG its 
Sresent inKabitants tKe autKority to sSeak about tKeir own Kistory by 
FKaraFteri]inJ tKem as KistoriFal reliFs� anG insteaG SlaFeG tKem anG tKeir 
KomelanG sTuarely witKin tKe imSerial territorial inKeritanFe��� InGeeG� 
oϲFials even KaG GiϲFulty unGerstanGinJ tKe FonneFtion between Islam 
as SraFtiFeG by TurkiF Muslims anG tKat of CKinese� sSeakinJ Muslims in 
CKina SroSer� so tKat loFal Islam aSSeareG to many as a stranJe Fult� Some 
sSeFulateG tKat it was a reliF of anFient ManiFKaeism or =oroastrianism 
witK no aSSarent FonneFtion to MeFFa� or for tKat matter to ;ininJ or Lan�
]Kou� OtKers treateG Islam as a Furiosity anG reSeateG tKe same stories 
about MuєammaG anG tKe early years of Islam over anG over� as tKouJK 
KearinJ tKem for tKe Ϯrst time�

MeanwKile� tKe ;ianJ Army·s reFovery of ;inMianJ·s Kistory also 
obsFureG tKe 4inJ FonTuest of tKe ����s� )or e[amSle� tKe army maGe no 
eϸort to restore tKe system of temSles FonstruFteG arounG tKe Jarrison at 
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hr�mFKi GurinJ tKe 4ianlonJ �����² ������ anG -iaTinJ ��������² ����� 
reiJns��� InsteaG� tKey favoreG insteaG reliFs tKat reSresenteG tKe Han anG 
TanJ leJaFy� )or e[amSle� in ����� General -insKun ran aFross a TanJ� era 
stela GatinJ to tKe year ��� atoS a Seak at Dawan in tKe Kills between 
4umul anG %ark|l��� TKe insFriStion reForGeG tKe arrival of TanJ Jeneral 
-ianJ ;inJben �G� ���� GurinJ a FonϰiFt witK tKe kinJ of GaoFKanJ� Its Fon�
tent may Kave resonateG witK -insKun� wKo reaG it alouG as a Gemonstra�
tion tKat� Fontrary to rumor� Ke was in faFt literate� AFtually� it was not a 
wKolly new GisFovery: tKe stela KaG attraFteG tKe attention of travelers for 
some time� anG an earlier 4inJ oϲFial KaG inForSorateG it into a temSle to 
GuanGi� TKat 4inJ� era temSle was GestroyeG in tKe uSrisinJs GurinJ tKe 
lonJ sieJe of %ark|l� In ����� %ark|l imSerial aJent MinJFKun �G� ����� 
rebuilt tKe temSle anG moveG tKe stela insiGe� In ����� a new insFriStion 
was maGe tKat e[SlaineG tKe Kistory of tKe SlaFe from tKe SersSeFtive of 
CKinese oϲFialGom� TKis insFriStion SroviGeG a series of temSoral siJn�
Sosts of siJniϮFanFe to tKat elite: in tKe reiJn of EmSeror Gao]u of TanJ �r� 
���² ���� at tKe moment of tKe temSle·s GestruFtion in ����� at MinJFKun·s 
arrival in ´Yiwu�µ wKiFK was tKe name of a kinJGom in %ark|l GatinJ to 
tKe Han anG TanJ� anG at tKe restoration in ����� TKe Sre� uSrisinJs atten�
tion to tKe stela was iJnoreG in favor of a FonneFtion to tKe anFient Sast� 
InGeeG� wKile GuanGi was aFtually not wiGely worsKiSeG until tKe MinJ 
anG GiG not even Sossess Kis title of di� ´emSeror�µ until ������� late� 4inJ 
writers Fame to believe tKat tKe 4inJ� era temSle KaG itself stooG tKere in 
tKe TanJ�

Similarly� reFonstruFtion GiG not revive tKe JeoJraSKy of wKat was 
GestroyeG in ����� TKe SeoSle of %ark|l tKemselves KaG resisteG tKe uSris�
inJs anG someKow surviveG tKem� an aFKievement tKat tKey attributeG to 
tKe intervention of tKeir loFal Geity��� NevertKeless� tKe ;ianJ Army eraseG 
tKeir JoGs from tKe lanGsFaSe� wKile TianMinese merFKants reGireFteG traGe 
away from tKe town� emStyinJ its onFe tKrivinJ market� In transforminJ 
tKe Jarrison towns of DiKua� hr�mFKi� anG GonJninJ into a SrovinFial FaS�
ital� tKe ;ianJ Army eraseG its banner iGentity� FKose tKe name of tKe CKi�
nese Jarrison �DiKua� meaninJ ´Fivili]inJ tKe barbariansµ�� anG turneG tKe 
Gual Fity form more Fommon in tKe borGerlanGs into a sinJle� Fity FomSle[ 
like tKose of CKina SroSer��� :Kat GiG survive tKe uSrisinJs� anG yet GiG not 
Ϯt into tKe ;ianJ Army·s narrative of Kistory anG its aJenFy as tKe Keroes 
of ;inMianJ� FoulG not survive reFonstruFtion�
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Yet for many SeoSle� tKe sSirits of tKe Sre� uSrisinJs SerioG woulG not 
remain silent� 4urbčn AlҸ .KčliGҸ in ���� SublisKeG an aFFount of Kis Sil�
JrimaJe from Kis aGoSteG Kome in TarbaJKatai to TurSan��� It beJins witK 
a JKost story: TKere is a SlaFe� Ke tells us� FalleG 4arasun� TKere was onFe a 
beautiful Hui mosTue tKere� but it was GestroyeG ´in tKe time of tribula�
tionµ � �� tKe Muslim uSrisinJs anG tKe faFtional violenFe tKat 
followeG� -ust soutKeast of tKat mosTue was a sKrine � �� tKe Koly rest�
inJ SlaFe of a saint� wKiFK woulG Kave been one of .KčliGҸ·s Ϯrst stoSs alonJ 
Kis SilJrimaJe� KaG it not been leveleG� eraseG but for tKe memory� %y 
.KčliGҸ·s time� tKe site was markeG only by tKe ϰaJs SlanteG by SilJrims� 
siJns of Gevotion to a saint wKose SresenFe was felt but wKose name was 
lost to Kistory�

NevertKeless� tKe saint KaG been seen� After tKe reFonTuest� .KčliGҸ 
relates� a CKinese man anG Kis family settleG near tKe tomb� TKe ReFon�
struFtion AJenFy JranteG Kim a SarFel of lanG� on wKiFK Ke SlanteG an 
orFKarG anG some FroSs� As we will see� tKe SeoSle of TurSan freTuently 
aFFuseG one anotKer of GestroyinJ family Jraves by farminJ atoS tKem� 
anG resettleG families suFK as tKese woulG Kave SossesseG eitKer no knowl�
eGJe of or no reJarG for tKe Muslim Kuman remains on tKeir lanG� TKat 
inGeeG was tKe CKinese family·s Gownfall: One Gay� tKis man·s two small 
sons went to Slay by tKe river� wKere tKey saw a JKostly man wKo wore a 
wKite turban on Kis KeaG anG a Jreen Jarment on Kis boGy� A Muslim Kear�
inJ tKis story woulG know tKat tKe Jreen Jarment symboli]eG GesFent from 
tKe ProSKet anG immeGiately markeG tKe man as Koly� but a CKinese Serson 
Srobably laFkeG suFK knowleGJe� All tKe FKilGren knew was tKat tKis sSeF�
tral ϮJure ´Grew water from a Giϸerent streamµ not useG by tKe CKinese� a 
stream by tKe ruineG Hui mosTue� Here tKe symbolism of tKe water is obvi�
ous� as tKe Muslim JKost belonJeG to a Giϸerent reliJion from tKe CKinese� 
:e may interSret it also as a referenFe to tKe SuϮ iGea tKat Law �shariah� 
anG ultimate trutK � � are akin to two waters� wKere tKe latter is only 
attainable by tKose wKo make e[FeStional eϸort� as a saint interreG in a 
tomb woulG Kave Gone in life��� In tKat Fase� tKe Fomment about ´GrawinJ 
water from a Giϸerent streamµ FonϮrms tKe sSeFter·s saintly status� ratKer 
tKan or alonJsiGe its etKniF GiϸerenFe� TKe turbaneG man FarrieG tKe water 
baFk to tKe tomb anG GisaSSeareG�

TKe boys ran Kome to tell tKeir fatKer about tKe vanisKinJ man� He GiG 
not believe tKem� sayinJ� ´It was Must a SassinJ CKantou�µ However� tKe 
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FKilGren were not FonvinFeG� TKey returneG to tKe river reJularly anG Fon�
tinueG to witness tKe sSirit rise from a SatFK of ϰat JrounG markeG only by 
SilJrims· ϰaJs� Eventually� tKe fatKer witnesseG tKis sSeFter·s GisaSSear�
anFe for Kimself� uSon wKiFK Ke GeFlareG� ´It·s tKe tomb of a CKantou�µ 
.KčliGҸ·s GeSiFtion of tKis Soor farmer tKus suJJests iJnoranFe not only of 
Islam anG of KaJiolatry� tKe worsKiS of saints tKat was Fentral to IslamiF 
SraFtiFe in East Turkestan� but of tKe SroSer naminJ of SeoSles� To tKe CKi�
nese farmer� a Muslim is simSly a ´wraSSeG� KeaGµ �Chantou��

At tKeir fatKer·s urJinJ� tKe boys returneG to Slay amonJ tKe ϰaJs atoS 
tKe tomb� SuGGenly� tKey fell ill anG GieG� TKeir motKer� striFken witK Jrief� 
blameG tKe tomb anG took Ker revenJe by GefeFatinJ on it� Soon after� sKe 
too SasseG away� TKe FKilGren anG tKe motKer� in iJnoranFe anG raJe� vio�
lateG tKe sKrine·s saFreG sSaFe anG its ritual Surity� eϸeFtinJ a Gouble Ges�
eFration� In Kis sorrow� tKe CKinese farmer aSSroaFKeG tKe maJistrate to 
beJ for resettlement elsewKere� TKe maJistrate resSonGeG� ´OtKer SeoSle 
neeG a SlaFe to live� too� If you KaGn·t Jone to tKe sKrine� tKis woulGn·t Kave 
KaSSeneG�µ He was refuseG resettlement���

.KčliGҸ reSorts tKat tKis story beJan to FirFulate amonJ tKe Musul�
mans� anG tKat� wKen Ke KearG it� Ke aSSroaFKeG some CKinese� wKo Fon�
ϮrmeG tKe aFFount� .KčliGҸ volunteereG to ϮnG a suSerintenGent 
� � for a new Sious enGowment GeGiFateG to tKe sKrine� to builG a 
Gome atoS it anG oϸer Srayers to Konor tKe saint witKin� A Hui oϲFial in 
4arasun entKusiastiFally welFomeG tKis SroSosal� but met some resis�
tanFe from Musulmans� wKo FlaimeG tKe wKole story to be an invention 
of tKe inϮGels� TKey SroSoseG to oSen tKe tomb anG see wKo was aFtually 
insiGe³ Muslim or not" .KčliGҸ was wiser tKan YanJ Peiyuan anG knew to 
let tKe boGy rest� or risk GisturbinJ tKe tenuous SeaFe between Musul�
mans� Hui� anG CKinese� InsteaG� Ke reasoneG witK tKe Setitioners: as tKe 
tomb was known to Kave SossesseG a Gome anG walls� anG was orienteG to 
MeFFa� it was surely tKat of a Musulman� TKe skeStiFal were inviteG to 
KolG a viJil of forty niJKts at tKe sKrine anG await a vision� but no one was 
brave enouJK to volunteer� .KčliGҸ� by mobili]inJ Kis Sowers of reason 
anG rKetoriF� SresenteG tKe SeoSle of 4arasun witK a moral messaJe for 
tKe Sost� uSrisinJs aJe: one ouJKt to reFoJni]e GiϸerenFe anG resSeFt tKe 
bounGaries of Fommunities orGaineG by Kistory anG saFreG autKority� 
Moreover� a sFKolar FoulG GisFern tKose GiϸerenFes by observinJ Fon�
Frete siJns in tKe worlG�
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:itK .KčliGҸ·s story� we arrive at tKe SlaFe of sliSSaJe between a site of 
memory anG tKe remains of a Kuman beinJ� anG so we will soon return to 
tKe Tuestion of ForSses� MeanwKile� wKat Go a saint·s sKrine anG tKe temSle 
to GuanGi Kave in Fommon" %otK of tKem mark SlaFes wKere memories 
were orGinarily ϰuiG anG unGerwent neJotiation anG aϲrmation tKrouJK 
ritual� but wKere trauma FomSelleG SeoSle to Ϯ[ tKese memories in SlaFe 
aFForGinJ to new KistoriFal narratives� Rian TKum Sersuasively arJues tKat 
a sKrine in tKe East Turkestani Fonte[t is a site for FreatinJ anG relatinJ to 
Kistory as a saFreG aFt� tKat ´LoFal KistoriFal SraFtiFe was � � �  a ritual aFt 
linkinJ tKe Fommunity to GoG tKrouJK KistoriFal SersonaJes�µ�� A sKrine is 
not neFessarily tKe tomb of a SKysiFal boGy³ ratKer� it is tKe SlaFe wKere a 
saint wKo brouJKt Islam is imaJineG to Kave GieG or been interreG� PilJrims 
from aFross East Turkestan traveleG alonJ a network of sKrines anG tKrouJK 
tKese Mourneys enFountereG otKer SilJrims anG enJaJeG in tKe reFitation of 
KaJioJraSKies keSt at eaFK sKrine� HaJioJraSKy tKus SroviGeG a framework 
for unGerstanGinJ tKe self simultaneously as Sart of a broaGer Fommunity 
anG in relation to a Ϯ[eG Soint in Kistory anG JeoJraSKy� NevertKeless� tKat 
unGerstanGinJ was ´moGular�µ as SilJrims mi[eG anG matFKeG stories to 
imaJine tKe reliJious Fommunity in Giϸerent ways� TKe 4arasun sKrine� 
Kowever� JaineG a new meaninJ by beinJ GestroyeG: it was no lonJer a Ϯ[eG 
Soint� but self� eviGently sometKinJ tKat FoulG be eraseG from tKe lanG�
sFaSe� anG so GemanGeG reFovery� Many SeoSle arounG .KčliGҸ souJKt to 
FonneFt tKe boGy witKin to a bounGeG JrouS anG so Getermine tKe natural 
ownersKiS of tKe lanG above� enGinJ tKe ϰuiGity of memory anG oSenness 
of interSretation tKat Jave tKe site its meaninJ� .KčliGҸ Gemonstrates Kis 
wisGom³ wKiFK seems to be one of tKe main Joals of Kis writinJ³ by aϲrm�
inJ tKe site·s IslamiF meaninJ anG leavinJ it oSen to interSretation witKin 
Islam�

Similarly� worsKiS at a CKinese temSle was an oSSortunity to reaϲrm or 
neJotiate tKe bounGaries of Fommunity tKrouJK ritual� anG often tKrouJK 
SerformanFes of KistoriFal narratives��� However� tKe ;ianJ Army� wKen 
tKey entereG ;inMianJ� e[SerienFeG tKe ´lossµ of sometKinJ tKey KaG never 
owneG but only e[SeFteG to e[ist� TKeir own sense of belonJinJ to tKe 
reJion was meant to be FonϮrmeG by Han anG TanJ ruins� :Ken tKat Fon�
neFtion was alreaGy severeG� its SalSable absenFe GemanGeG its reFovery at 
tKe e[Sense of tKe leJaFy of tKe reFently GeaG� TKe GuanGi temSle·s Soten�
tial to make a KistoriFal statement tKat FonneFteG tKe Sresent� Gay ;ianJ 
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Army to a TanJ� era FonTuest leG tKe temSle·s Furators to Sresent its Kistory 
seleFtively� :Kere :anJ =KensKenJ e[SerienFeG tKe reFonTuest of ;inMi�
anJ viFariously� so FoulG members of tKe ;ianJ Army SroMeFt tKemselves 
into tKe role of anFient Keroes� reFoverinJ wKat KaG been lost not for tKir�
teen years� but for a millennium�

MakinJ Claims witK CorSses

TKe ubiTuity of Kuman remains nevertKeless mitiJateG aJainst attemSts to 
e[SunJe tKe reFent Sast anG live in KeritaJe� To tKe Fontrary� SeoSle beFame 
aGeSt at GeSloyinJ GisFourses of ϰesK anG bone in orGer to inGuFe aFtion on 
tKe Sart of oϲFials� InGeeG� a ForSse·s Sower in tKe CKinese Fonte[t GeriveG 
in many ways from Kow seriously tKe state reJarGeG tKe GisSosition of 
Kuman remains� CKinese settlers meanwKile beneϮteG from SartiFiSation in 
a Fommon GisFourse about Kuman remains tKat KaG its roots in traGitional 
CKinese tKouJKt but also in tKe sSeFiϮF FirFumstanFes of tKe nineteentK 
Fentury� Tobie Meyer� )onJ arJues tKat� for tKe SeoSle of CKina SroSer� tKe 
TaiSinJ war itself was an aSoFalyStiF event tKat inGuFeG a wiGesSreaG sense 
of tKe neeG to save a falterinJ soFiomoral orGer tKrouJK Sersonal moral reF�
tiϮFation��� One of tKe FKief siJns of FollaSse was tKe sale anG FonsumStion 
of Kuman ϰesK� wKiFK was an anFient troSe in CKinese Fulture but JaineG a 
terrifyinJ reality GurinJ tKe war� At tKe same time� anonymous bones� 
´striSSeG of tKeir iGentities� � � �  were in eϸeFt a blank surfaFe onto wKiFK an 
aFFount of GynastiF balanFe anG restoreG Fommunity FoulG be insFribeG�µ 
UnGer tKese FirFumstanFes� tKe boGies of tKe GeaG JaineG SrofounG SolitiFal 
anG emotional meaninJ� oSeninJ uS tKe Sotential for a ´mortuary SolitiFsµ 
in wKiFK SeoSle mobili]eG SraFtiFes� iGeas� anG materials surrounGinJ GeatK 
for otKer SurSoses�

On one level� Fases from reFonstruFtion suJJest tKat arJuments about 
ForSses were instrumental� as tKey oϸereG Sotential eFonomiF beneϮts� 
One of tKe earliest Fases ϮleG at tKe TurSan yamen was by Luo YanJ shi� a 
CKinese woman wKo FlaimeG to Kave roots in TurSan��� Luo YanJ shi testi�
ϮeG tKat Ker fatKer·s former lanGlorG� a Musulman nameG RaєҸm� was 
amonJ tKose wKo massaFreG Ker family� In tKe faFe of tKis GisturbinJ alle�
Jation� Luo YanJ shi KaG a simSle GemanG: Ker fatKer KaG been killeG before 
Kis lease was uS� anG so sKe wisKeG to Fontinue rentinJ tKe lanG until tKe 
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FontraFt e[SireG� TKe GissonanFe between Luo YanJ shi·s loss of Ker Flosest 
family anG Ker Gesire to rent from Ker fatKer·s alleJeG murGerer is strikinJ� 
eTually so� tKat between tKe seriousness of tKe alleJation anG tKe FomSen�
sation sKe GemanGeG�

NevertKeless� it was not abnormal for CKinese settlers to seek tKe means 
of subsistenFe by makinJ Flaims aJainst Musulmans� TKe very Gay tKat Luo 
YanJ shi went to tKe yamen� a SKaan[i man nameG =KanJ GuisKu was 
beKinG Ker in tKe line of Setitioners��� =KanJ KaG a sliJKtly stronJer Flaim� 
as tKe vineyarG of wKiFK Ke souJKt ownersKiS� Ke FontenGeG� was stolen 
wKen Musulmans murGereG all nine members of Kis unFle·s family� If 
=KanJ·s unFle KaG been tKe GeeG� KolGinJ owner of tKat vineyarG� surely� Ke 
ouJKt to Kave a valiG Flaim to it as Kis inKeritanFe� However� =KanJ was 
awarGeG only a Ϯve� year rent on less tKan Kalf of tKe vineyarG·s JraSe trel�
lises� Luo YanJ shi lost Ker Fase outriJKt� InGeeG� in tKe broaGer TurSan 
arFKive� tKere are almost no Fases in wKiFK a CKinese settler suFFessfully 
FlaimeG SroSerty riJKts over a Musulman� MaJistrates Srobably GenieG 
tKem beFause tKey were skeStiFal about Flaims to lanG aGvanFeG by Soor 
farmers witKout GeeGs or otKer SKysiFal eviGenFe of ownersKiS� CKinese 
settlers or returnees were Jenerally GesSerately Soor� so muFK so tKat tKey 
ϰeG family farms in SKaan[i anG Gansu for a FKanFe to sFratFK out a livinJ 
in tKe Gesert� :Katever arFKive e[isteG in TurSan before tKe uSrisinJs KaG 
been GestroyeG� alonJ witK any GeeGs tKat miJKt Kave veriϮeG someone·s 
Flaim to lanG or tKe name of a family member� Moreover� to e[SroSriate tKe 
lanG of a Musulman for tKe beneϮt of a CKinese farmer so soon after tKe 
enG of tKe uSrisinJs woulG Kave seemeG foolisK to an oϲFial on tKe JrounG� 
�InGeeG� a strateJy of favorinJ autoFKtKonous SeoSle in SroSerty GisSutes 
Jenerally Forrelates witK a low instanFe of violenFe in frontier ]ones���� 
TKese GisSutes over family GeatK anG lanG also sKow tKat tKere was a very 
narrow SatK for a CKinese Serson to Ϯle suit suFFessfully aJainst a Musul�
man for violenFe relateG to tKe uSrisinJs� =uo =onJtanJ KaG GeFlareG a Jen�
eral amnesty for Fombatants� wKiFK sKielGeG a substantial number of 
Musulmans from SroseFution� but also foreFloseG tKe Sossibility for SeoSle 
to seek MustiFe on tKe basis of tKe uSrisinJs tKemselves��� InsteaG� tKe Sro�
vinFial MuGiFial system alloweG tKem to Ϯle suits on tKe basis of unfulϮlleG 
FontraFts or Flaims of tKeft�

EitKer =KanJ GuisKu·s or Luo YanJ shi·s Flaim woulG Kave been bolstereG 
by tKe SresenFe of a CKinese ForSse on tKe lanG FonFerneG� 4inJ law 
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sSeFiϮeG KarsK ForSoral SunisKments anG e[ile for tKose wKo GisturbeG or 
GestroyeG otKers· Jraves witKout reason��� Moreover� if one solG lanG witK 
tKe knowleGJe tKat tKere was a ForSse burieG on it� anG tKat sale resulteG 
in tKe GisruStion of a Jrave� tKen tKe law reTuireG tKat lanG to be returneG 
to a relative� TKe ubiTuity of remains in TurSan tKerefore oSeneG uS tKe 
Sossibility of litiJatinJ tKe losses inFurreG in tKe uSrisinJs� not tKrouJK 
aFFusations of murGer� but tKrouJK Sro[imal GisFourses surrounGinJ tKe 
remains of tKe GeaG�

As a result� tKe SolitiFs of Kuman remains beFame suFK a Fommon means 
of makinJ Flaims in TurSan tKat it was sometimes unFlear wKetKer a ForSse 
aFtually e[isteG� In one e[FeStionally FonvoluteG Fase from ����� four Gif�
ferent Sarties all FlaimeG ownersKiS of a sinJle Femetery��� An elGerly 
Musulman man nameG HaierlanJ sueG a Hui man nameG :anJ :anfu� 
FlaiminJ tKat :anJ KaG burieG a Hui ForSse in Kis family·s JraveyarG in tKe 
GeaG of niJKt in orGer to Flaim falsely tKat it was Kis anFestral lanG� :anJ 
:anfu asserteG� in turn� tKat tKe ForSse was autKentiF� anG tKat tKe Feme�
tery inGeeG belonJeG to Kim� :anJ FountersueG HaierlanJ for GamaJinJ it� 
:anJ·s Saternal JranGSarents KaG been burieG on tKat lanG sinFe before 
tKe uSrisinJs� Ke FlaimeG� anG tKe elGerly Musulman was attemStinJ to 
Gestroy tKe boGies by tillinJ tKe remains into tKe soil� HaierlanJ KaG GuJ an 
irriJation GitFK� ϰooGinJ tKe lanG³ anG lamentably� but Fonveniently� 
GestroyinJ any traFe of any anFestors· remains�

:Ken HaierlanJ was FalleG to tKe yamen� Ke suGGenly sKifteG Kis Sosi�
tion: :anJ� Ke saiG� GiG not aFtually bury a boGy on Kis lanG� anG it was 
never a Femetery to beJin witK� :anJ� Ke testiϮeG� KaG sSreaG a rumor tKat 
HaierlanJ solG :anJ lanG to bury Kis anFestors� wKose ForSses remaineG 
GisinterreG� HaierlanJ SresenteG Kimself insteaG as tKe viFtim of a Slot to 
bamboo]le Kim� an elGerly man� out of Kis remaininJ sFraS of farmlanG� 
HaierlanJ aSoloJi]eG for makinJ a fuss� but at least :anJ·s sFKeme was 
e[SoseG� MeanwKile� seventy loFal Musulmans SetitioneG in suSSort of Hai�
erlanJ� wKo tKey now FlaimeG was tKe FustoGian of tKeir Fommunal Feme�
tery� oSen to Musulmans� but not to Hui� AnotKer Setitioner� a Musulman 
nameG Sulࠃčn Niyč]� tKen aSSeareG witK anotKer Flaim entirely: HaierlanJ 
was tKe FustoGian of his family·s Femetery� wKo KaG abuseG Kis autKority by 
farminJ on his anFestors· Jraves�

TKe SrefeFt was now FonfuseG� HaierlanJ FalleG tKe lanG in Tuestion 
farmlanG but KaG earlier FlaimeG tKat it was a Femetery� :anJ FlaimeG it 
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was Kis anFestral Femetery� tKese Musulmans saiG it was a Fommunal 
JraveyarG� anG Sulࠃčn Niyč] asserteG tKat it belonJeG to Kim� EaFK Sarty 
aFFuseG tKe otKer of some malfeasanFe witK reJarG to ForSses� but no one 
was able to SroGuFe any eviGenFe to Srove tKeir Fase one way or anotKer� 
After several montKs� tKe maJistrate remanGeG tKe Fase to a Sair of villaJe 
KeaGmen� one Hui anG one Musulman� at wKiFK Soint it GroSs out of tKe 
arFKival reForG� TellinJly� all of tKe lanG surrounGinJ tKe Slot in Tuestion 
KaG reFently been oSeneG to ´reFlamationµ anG farminJ� wKiFK suJJests 
tKat eaFK of tKe Sarties in tKe GisSute was aFtually tKe owner of an aGMa�
Fent Slot attemStinJ to seFure a Flaim over tKis remaininJ sFraS of lanG� 
TKe only Fertain way to Go so� Kowever� was to Kave anFestors burieG unGer 
tKe surfaFe� SuFK instrumentali]ation of ForSses meant tKat Kuman 
remains were a reFoJni]eG anG Sowerful toSos for tKe artiFulation of Fom�
munal JrievanFes� HaierlanJ·s oriJinal FomSlaint KinJeG on tKe etKnoreli�
Jious iGentity of :anJ :anfu·s alleJeG ForSse� anG tKe assumStion tKat 
tKis iGentity was simultaneous witK familial GesFent� :anJ :anfu� in turn� 
aGvanFeG a KistoriFal Flaim� tKat Kis anFestors KaG been burieG in tKat 
Femetery sinFe before tKe uSrisinJs� HaierlanJ·s suSSorters maGe a Flaim 
to tKe lanG baseG on Fommunal ownersKiS� arJuinJ tKat tKeir own anFes�
tors· boGies SroveG tKeir ownersKiS� Sulࠃčn Niyč]·s Flaim� in turn� was 
baseG on family� In tKe enG� all of tKem were Srobably false� but tKe ϮFtions 
tKemselves are interestinJ�

Similarly� tKere was a larJe Femetery outsiGe tKe nortK Jate of L�kFK�n 
wKere CKinese merFKants FlaimeG to Kave burieG tKeir GeaG many years 
before tKe uSrisinJs��� In ����� it was alleJeG� some Musulman oϲFials lev�
eleG muFK of it in orGer to builG a new irriJation FKannel³ aJain� Fonve�
niently GestroyinJ any traFe of Kuman remains� TKe merFKants were furious 
but faileG to FonvinFe tKe SrovinFial autKorities to intervene on tKeir beKalf� 
)our years later� CKinese merFKants from several SrovinFes took tKe same 
FomSlaint to tKe PiFKan subGistriFt maJistrate� TKe subGistriFt maJistrate 
was Must tKen leavinJ oϲFe� anG so orGereG tKe Musulman oϲFials to rebuilG 
tKe Femetery� alonJ witK its walls anG ossuary� However� a year later� no SroJ�
ress KaG been maGe� TKe newly elevateG TurSan :anJ MaєmࡃG saw no rea�
son to enforFe tKe rulinJ but insteaG aSSroveG tKe sale of tKe lanG to an 
interSreter�

Early in ����� a JrouS of merFKants from SKan[i� SKaan[i� SiFKuan� 
Hunan� anG Hubei sent a Moint Setition on beKalf of ´tKe CKineseµ �Hanren� 
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followinJ uS on tKe Fase� :Kile tKe SreFise number of CKinese in TurSan at 
tKis time remains unFlear� tKere was a raSiG inϰu[ of CKinese� sSeakinJ� 
non� Muslim SeoSle tKrouJK tKis imSortant Fenter of traGe��� TKis suJJests 
tKat in� miJration into an area of sFarFe resourFes woulG Kave Sut siJniϮ�
Fant Sressure on reliJious anG soFial institutions tKat serveG CKinese� 
sSeakinJ� non� Muslim SeoSle� suFK as Femeteries anG native� SlaFe assoFia�
tions� to e[SanG tKeir serviFes beyonG narrow JrouSs GeϮneG by FolloFal 
iGentities� After all� native� SlaFe assoFiations freTuently oSeneG tKeir Goors 
to soMourners from aGMaFent KomelanGs wKose Fommunities were too small 
to FonstruFt tKeir own loGJes� PeoSle from SKaan[i anG Hunan FoulG be 
burieG in tKe same JrounG� anG otKers woulG tenG tKeir Jraves anG aGvoFate 
for tKeir ForSses GesSite GiϸerenFes of JeoJraSKiFal oriJin� TKe merFKants 
FoulG tKerefore aGvoFate on beKalf of tKis internally Giverse boGy tKat was 
JraGually learninJ wKat tKey KaG in Fommon� anG Kow tKey GiϸereG from 
tKe Muslims amonJ wKom tKey liveG�

TKe merFKants FKanneleG tKeir fury into a Flear statement of tKeir 
beliefs reJarGinJ tKe Musulmans in Jeneral:

OKK� tKe CKinese �Han� bones� Kow anJry tKey are at tKe CKantou� TKe CKinese 
sSirits �shen�� Kow frustrateG witK tKe CKantou� TKose wKo GiJ tKe CKinese Jraves� 
tKey anJer tKe CKinese SeoSle� � � �  If our EmSeror wisKes to JuiGe tKese SeoSle to 
transform into ´CKineseµ �hua Zhong�� Ke must make tKese SeoSle walk witKin tKe 
law �fa��

TKe royal FoGe states tKat tKe GiJJinJ of Jraves anG GestruFtion of temSles is 
to be SunisKeG at one JraGe above tKat for ´GisresSeFtinJ one·s boGily inKeri�
tanFe anG tKe Fountry·s JraFe�µ If you e[Fuse tKese CKantou beFause tKey ´are 
iJnorant of tKe law�µ tKen try askinJ tKem� wKat about CKantou Jraves" Can 
CKinese SeoSle GiJ tKem uS" :Kat about CKantou temSles" Can CKinese SeoSle 
Gestroy tKem" If tKey really Kave no emotional reaFtion � � at all wKen tKey 
are GuJ uS or GestroyeG� tKen tKat  means tKe CKantou are iJnorant of tKe 
´lawµ� TKis means tKe CKantou Fan·t be FonsiGereG unGer tKe law�

TKis statement reveals muFK about tKe FonFerns anG attituGes of CKinese 
SeoSle in TurSan seven years into reFonstruFtion� It Gemonstrates tKe Fon�
ϰuenFe of FonFerns over SarentaJe anG tKe GisSosition of tKe GeaG� wKiFK 
were intimately relateG in ConfuFian tKouJKt anG Fulture� GenealoJy was 
tKe essenFe of Fivili]ation� anG Must as sFKoolteaFKers were frustrateGly 
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suJJestinJ tKat tKeir Musulman FKarJes laFkeG tKe basiF ability to FomSre�
KenG ortKoGo[y� so GiG tKese CKinese� sSeakers feel tKat tKeir neiJKbors 
were too iJnorant to be fully Kuman� Moreover� it sKows Kow tKese mer�
FKants SerFeiveG moralism anG tKe rites as tKe essenFe of imSerial law� anG 
tKerefore aJreeG witK tKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt·s Sremise tKat Musulmans 
neeGeG to unGerstanG tKe rites before ´walkinJ witKin tKe law�µ :Kile tKese 
Setitioners SresenteG tKemselves as natural allies of tKe Jovernment� tKey 
also FritiFi]eG tKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt for its seeminJly favorable treatment of 
Musulmans anG enFouraJeG it insteaG to enJaJe in tKe kinG of Fultural vio�
lenFe neFessary to forFe tKem to reFoJni]e tKe suSeriority of CKineseness� 
)inally� it sKows Kow CKinese in TurSan were JraGually FominJ to see tKem�
selves as Sart of tKe same Fommunity� Fommon GefenGers of CKinese bones 
anG Satrimony� ratKer tKan members of Giϸerent native� SlaFe JrouSs�

ConFerns about lineaJe interseFteG witK GeϮnitions of CKineseness³ 
anG� for tKat matter� Hui� ness anG Musulman� ness³ tKat transFenGeG not 
only family but native SlaFe� In TurSan� Giϸerent merFKant KouseKolGs 
FomSeteG witK one anotKer� However� tKe GemanGs of maintaininJ a Fem�
etery KaG imSoseG a Fertain institutional reality on tKe CKinese SoSulation 
as a wKole� wKile GisruStions of CKinese Jraves on tKe baFkGroS of otKer 
forms of violenFe anG FonϰiFt mobili]eG a larJer� sFale iGentity� In life� tKe 
CKinese burieG in tKat Femetery were inGiviGuals witK families wKo main�
taineG tKeir tombs� In GeatK� witK tKeir FKilGren Jone� tKey beFame ´tKe 
CKinese bones�µ sites for tKe insFriStion of new meaninJs striSSeG of tKeir 
ϰesKy iGentities� TKat rKetoriF was sKown to be Sowerful in TurSan time 
anG aJain� as SeoSle of varyinJ baFkJrounGs mobili]eG real or ϮFtional 
remains of anFestors� wKose iGentities FoulG alleJeGly be Sroven by tKeir 
etKniF FKaraFteristiFs� in orGer to Flaim lanG� In TurSan� a FolleFtive CKine�
seness eraseG tKe JeoJraSKiFal GiϸerenFes between CKinese� sSeakinJ� 
non� Muslim SeoSle anG tieG tKat iGentity to tKe Gefense of anFestors 
aJainst a Muslim OtKer�

TKe E[ileG SolGier SenGs CKinese Souls Home

TKe same Fommon CKineseness was artiFulateG anG institutionali]eG 
tKrouJK worsKiS of a Geity wKo simultaneously naturali]eG tKe SresenFe of 
Hunanese SeoSle in tKe borGerlanG anG alloweG tKe souls of GeaG CKinese 
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SeoSle to return Kome to tKeir native SlaFes� even wKen tKeir remains 
FoulG not��� DinJ[ianJ :anJ was tKe Fity JoG of SKanKua County� wKiFK 
FonstituteG one Kalf of tKe Fity of CKanJsKa� He Ϯrst beFame tKe ;ianJ 
Army·s Satron Geity� anG tKen JaineG a new life in ;inMianJ as tKe reimaJ�
ineG JoG of Hunanese settlers� Over time� Kis SoSularity Jrew until Ke Fame 
to be seen as a sort of ´Sostmaster Jeneralµ for tKe Srayers anG souls of 
CKinese� sSeakinJ non� Muslims�

DinJ[ianJ :anJ·s oriJins are murky� but Kis iGentity was Sersistently 
tieG to GeeS anG treaFKerous waters anG tKe military Gefense of CKanJsKa 
anG of CKina� He may Kave beJun Kis e[istenFe as a river JoG� tKe ´.inJ 
wKo PaFiϮes tKe ;ianJ River�µ CKanJsKa was built on tKis river·s banks� anG 
its risinJ ϰooGwaters SerioGiFally imSerileG tKe Fity� but tKey FoulG be 
FalmeG by a saFriϮFe� Later� a KeroiF GefenGer of Hunan aJainst tKe 4inJ 
invasion beFame attaFKeG to tKe leJenG� anG some FonstrueG DinJ[ianJ 
:anJ as tKis Kero·s GrowneG sSirit� OtKers FlaimeG tKat Ke was an uSriJKt 
maJistrate from tKe early 4inJ anG GesFenGant of a TanJ oϲFial� anG tKat 
Ke GefenGeG CKanJsKa·s SeoSle aJainst Gemons� AFForGinJ to tKe KistoriFal 
reForG� DinJ[ianJ :anJ emerJeG by ����� wKen Ke ϰoweG out of tKe river 
into tKe boGy of a water� seller� TKe SossesseG man SroFeeGeG GireFtly to 
tKe SKanKua County yamen� wKere DinJ[ianJ :anJ reSorteG for Guty as 
tKe Founty·s new Fity JoG� AFForGinJ to tKe tKeory Furrent at tKat time� 
wKiFK jingshi sFKolars also aGoSteG� Fity JoGs are tKe ́ Goublesµ of tKe towns� 
Founties� SrefeFtures� or even SrovinFes tKat tKey reSresent� InGeeG� ´Fity 
JoGµ is a somewKat awkwarG translation� albeit tKe usual one in EnJlisK³ 
´JoG� of� tKe� wallµ FaStures its broaGer meaninJ� as well as tKe metaSKor 
tKat jingshi writers useG to e[Slain Kow tKey workeG: tKe Fity JoG·s rela�
tionsKiS to an aGministrative unit was like tKat between a Fity anG its walls 
anG moat� ProSer ritual worsKiS of tKe JoG ensureG tKe unit·s safety� Kar�
mony� anG inteJrity� TKat worsKiS freTuently involveG SerforminJ Slays in 
front of tKe Geity·s statue� as well as transSortinJ it arounG its territory on 
yearly insSeFtions�

It was tKerefore aSSroSriate wKen� GurinJ tKe TaiSinJ sieJe of CKanJ�
sKa in ����� tKe SKanKua County maJistrate anG a JrouS of loFal Jentry 
FarrieG DinJ[ianJ :anJ·s statue to tKe toS of tKe Fity wall anG faFeG it 
towarG tKe attaFkinJ forFes� invitinJ tKe JoG to insSeFt tKe situation� 
AFForGinJ to tKe loFal Ja]etteer� DinJ[ianJ :anJ immeGiately interveneG 
in tKe battle� as tKe TaiSinJ solGiers sFalinJ tKe walls tumbleG as if reSelleG 
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by an unseen forFe� TKe sieJe was broken� tKe TaiSinJ army turneG� anG 
CKanJsKa saveG� TKe ne[t year� tKe %oarG of Rites bestoweG Konors uSon 
DinJ[ianJ :anJ for Kis serviFe� Must in time for tKe formation of tKe ;ianJ 
Army� TKis new army·s solGiers� many of wKom KaileG from SKanKua� now 
took DinJ[ianJ :anJ on an e[tenGeG insSeFtion as tKey marFKeG witK 
tKeir Fity JoG aFross Hunan� anG tKen aFross CKina� DinJ[ianJ :anJ 
observeG Fombat from CKanJsKa to .asKJar anG .Kotan³ anG later still in 
tKe Sino� )renFK :ar³ anG at eaFK restinJ SlaFe stayeG in a ´temSorary 
resiGenFeµ �xinggong�� DinJ[ianJ :anJ beFame an obMeFt of fasFination 
anG SriGe as a Fity JoG wKo KaG far outJrown Kis bounGaries� ´TKe JoG� of� 
tKe� wall of our CKanJsKa Goes not only orient inwarG� but Fan also orient 
outwarG�µ wrote tKe Hunanese intelleFtual Yi %aisKa �����² ������ ´Not only 
Goes Ke stay in Hunan³ Ke Joes on FamSaiJn to otKer SrovinFes as well�µ�� 
TKe Hunanese oϲFials of ;inMianJ FontinueG to Felebrate tKeir Kometown 
Geity as well� SublisKinJ Kis imaJe in tKeir sSonsoreG work of morality 
literature in ������� His insSeFtion tour of tKe far Forners of tKe emSire 
inGiFateG tKe e[Sansion of SKanKua·s territory to enFomSass all of tKat 
sSaFe wKiFK tKe ;ianJ Army KaG reFonTuereG� as imaJes of DinJ[ianJ 
:anJ FoulG now be founG from )uMian to tKe Pamirs�

In ;inMianJ by tKe miG� ����s� ;ianJ Army veterans rewrote DinJ[ianJ 
:anJ·s leJenG anG Jave Kim a new name� ´)anJsKen�µ�� TKis sKift Foin�
FiGes witK tKe Fommunity·s settlinJ Gown anG entrenFKment in tKe Sro�
vinFial bureauFraFy� but also witK tKe stranJe erasure of DinJ[ianJ :anJ 
from FKroniFles of tKe army·s e[Sloits written in CKina SroSer� ´TemSo�
rary resiGenFesµ to Kim were built aFross ;inMianJ anG maintaineG by 
Hunanese native� SlaFe assoFiations anG Gonations from veterans anG 
tKeir families� TKe Geity·s leJenG now ϮJureG Kim not simSly as a KeroiF 
GefenGer of CKanJsKa anG CKina� or simSly as a GrowneG JoG� RatKer� Ke 
was GesFribeG� as ´)anJsKen�µ as an orGinary farm boy from Hunan wKo 
KaG onFe aFFeSteG e[ile in ;inMianJ as a FonseTuenFe of GefenGinJ Kis 
brotKer in a FonϰiFt� His e[ile to .asKJar FoinFiGeG witK -aKčnJҸr·s inFur�
sion from .KoTanG in tKe ����s� tKe same event tKat KaG SromSteG sFKol�
ars at tKe Yuelu AFaGemy to retKink frontier SoliFy� DurinJ tKe battles 
witK -aKčnJҸr� tKe farm boy saFriϮFeG Kimself by GivinJ into a ϰooGeG 
town anG resFuinJ Kis brotKers� in� arms� as well as savinJ tKe 4inJ from 
invasion� To be Flear� tKere is no eviGenFe tKat )anJsKen was worsKiSeG in 
;inMianJ Srior to ����³ ratKer� eviGenFe from tKese te[ts� travelers· 
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aFFounts� anG writinJs by members of DinJ[ianJ :anJ·s transreJional 
Fommunity of worsKiSSers makes it Flear tKat )anJsKen was a reimaJin�
inJ of DinJ[ianJ :anJ� His new story naturali]eG tKe SresenFe of Huna�
nese settlers on tKe frontier by sKowinJ tKat a Hunanese SresenFe Sre�
GateG tKe uSrisinJs� anG also valori]eG tKeir eϸorts by sKowinJ Kow tKey 
reenaFteG a KeroiF narrative from tKe Sast� �InGeeG� one leJenG of DinJ�
[ianJ :anJ Jives Kis name in life as tKat of a SoSular ;ianJ Army Fom�
manGer wKo KaG GieG in ;inMianJ�� It reϰeFteG :anJ =KensKenJ·s SerFeS�
tion of ;ianJ Army solGiers as Keroes reFlaiminJ a lost Satrimony GatinJ 
to tKe earlier 4inJ�

DinJ[ianJ :anJ·s interFonneFtion witK Kis otKer main temSle in SKan�
Kua maGe Kim aSSealinJ to non� Hunanese as well� anG JraGually Kis ´tem�
Sorary resiGenFesµ Fame to be tenGeG by CKinese SeoSle of various ori�
Jins��� He lonJ outlasteG tKe SerioG of Hunanese GominanFe� anG by tKe 
����s� tKe FKief Sriests of Kis temSle in DiKua were Gansunese� TKere wor�
sKiSers far from CKina SroSer FoulG senG letters to tKeir Kometown Gistant 
Geities� if tKey SaiG a fee for a sSeFial stamS labeleG ´DinJ[ianJ :anJ·s Pal�
aFeµ �Dingxiang Wang fu�� TKereuSon tKe letters woulG be burnt so tKat 
DinJ[ianJ :anJ FoulG sSirit tKem to tKeir reFiSients� TKe temSle GiG esSe�
Fially brisk business arounG tKe Lunar New Year� wKen miJrants were too 
far from Kome for a return visit to be feasible� TKis FKarminJ sFene reϰeFts 
a Garker SraFtiFe: ;ianJ Army solGiers were tySiFally too Soor for tKeir 
remains to be transSorteG Kome for burial� DinJ[ianJ :anJ� it was saiG� 
FoulG insteaG transmit tKeir sSirits aFross tKe GistanFe� DoFuments from 
tKe TurSan arFKive Gemonstrate tKe tremenGous GiϲFulty tKat most CKi�
nese settlers KaG in tKis reJarG� as families anG merFKant JrouSs 
aSSroaFKeG tKe yamen seekinJ funGs for Foϲns anG tKe SriFe of FarryinJ 
bones Gown tKe lonJ KiJKway to Hunan� SKaan[i� or GuanJGonJ� DinJ[ianJ 
:anJ·s inKerent anG immeGiate FonneFtion witK CKina SroSer was tKere�
fore aSSealinJ� as it FoulG ensure tKat a Serson burieG in ;inMianJ woulG 
nevertKeless rest witK tKeir anFestors in tKe KomelanG�

As :anJ PenJKui Kas also arJueG� DinJ[ianJ :anJ KelSeG blur tKe Gis�
tinFtions between kinGs of CKinese SeoSle in tKe borGerlanG��� %y tKe ����s� 
tKe Geity was known as tKe ´Fity JoG of tKe CKinese �Han� etKniF JrouSµ 
�Hanzu zhi chenghuang�� reϮJurinJ tKe Fity JoG·s sSatial funFtion as one of 
SreservinJ tKe inteJrity of a JrouS GeϮneG by Fommon GesFent� His temSle 
was tKe only temSle to a Fity JoG in tKe SrovinFial FaSital of DiKua as well� 
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GesSite tKe faFt tKat DiKua ouJKt to Kave KosteG seSarate temSles for Founty� 
SrefeFtural� anG SrovinFial Fity JoGs� TKis suJJests tKat DinJ[ianJ :anJ 
Fame to be SerFeiveG as tKe Fity JoG of ;inMianJ� as well as tKat of tKe CKi�
nese� anG tKat of tKe Hunanese� sSeFiϮFally of SKanKua County� His story of 
borGerlanG Gefense anG self� saFriϮFe valori]eG anG leJitimi]eG tKe CKinese 
SresenFe in ;inMianJ�

* * *

Memory as tKe reSetition of liveG e[SerienFe is a matter of onJoinJ anG sit�
uational reFolleFtion� anG so it is easily Foloni]eG by Kistory� tKe formal 
aFFount of tKe Sast� TKis is esSeFially true wKen traumatiF loss³ e[SerienFeG 
GireFtly or viFariously in narrative³ Fauses tKese Giϸerent moGes of remem�
berinJ anG forJettinJ to interaFt� In tKe attemSt to make sense of absenFe� 
narrative subsumes tKe inGiviGual subMeFt·s story of loss into tKe FolleFtive 
e[SerienFe� TKe imSosition of a JranG KistoriFal narrative is not neFessarily 
a neJation of Sersonal e[SerienFe� To tKe Fontrary� inGiviGuals like :anJ 
=KensKenJ or tKe Hunanese stranGeG in tKe borGerlanG FoulG ϮnG it GeeSly 
emSowerinJ to Sresent tKeir own e[SerienFes tKrouJK tKose of Keroes� 
Members of tKe ;ianJ Army FoulG be motivateG to reFover lost territory by 
tKeir own romantiF notions of a JolGen aJe� imaJineG Sartly tKrouJK anti�
Tuarian Fulture anG Sartly tKrouJK tKeir own e[SerienFes of struJJle� TKe 
sons of )uSinJ may well Kave taken insSiration from tKe stories of boys wKo 
souJKt out tKeir soMourninJ fatKers� FomforteG by tKe notion tKat ConfuFian 
iGeoloJy saw Sower anG JooGness in tKeir Sain³ so miJKt tKe wiGows of 
)uSinJ� even as tKey struJJleG to fulϮll tKe obliJations of ortKoGo[y� TKe 
SeoSle wKo liveG anG settleG in TurSan FoulG learn to aGvanFe eϸeFtive nar�
ratives of loss tKat KaG leJal bearinJ� anG tKus leJitimi]eG a mortuary Soli�
tiFs tKat FoulG Kave been instrumental� sinFere� or botK�

TKe imaJineG Fommunity as it was artiFulateG in late� 4inJ ;inMianJ was 
at least in Sart tKe SroGuFt of mass FonϰiFt anG its FonFomitant imaJina�
tion of FolleFtive struJJle� tKe transformation of munGane asSeFts anG 
aFtions into FKaraFteristiFs anG GeeGs witK etKniF anG KistoriFal meaninJ� 
OtKers Kave suJJesteG tKat tKe institutions of warfare� suFK as military 
serviFe anG tKe instrumental neeG to artiFulate an iGeoloJy tKat MustiϮes 
FonϰiFt� SroGuFe tKe e[SerienFes anG symboliF voFabularies neFessary 
to enJenGer a stronJ sense of JrouS feelinJ��� However� tKe relationsKiS 
between armeG FonϰiFt anG tKe reimaJination of one·s JrouS is not so 
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straiJKtforwarG� .illinJ someone may GemanG tKat one artiFulate tKe rea�
sons for it� to Srevent ́ Fombatµ from beFominJ ́ murGerµ³ Kowever� beFause 
KarGly anyone in TurSan woulG aGmit SubliFly to tKeir SartiFiSation in tKe 
Muslim uSrisinJs in tKe KistoriFal reForG� tKat MustiϮFatory narrative was 
not Sart of tKe GisFourse� Loss anG reFovery were more Sowerful in tKe ϮelG 
of reSresentation� PeoSle FoulG resist iGentifyinJ tKe boGies of tKe GeaG� or 
tKey FoulG iGentify tKem� even fabriFate tKem� to aGvanFe tKeir SurSoses 
anG tKose of tKeir Fommunities� anG in so GoinJ state tKeir belonJinJ to a 
JrouS witK Fommon JrievanFes baseG on a Fommon Kistory�

TKat Fommon Kistory� as tKe SeoSle of TurSan artiFulateG it� attaFKeG 
inGiviGuals to JenealoJies� In RoJers %rubaker·s terms� CKinese� Hui� 
anG Musulmans all SartiFiSateG in a set of ´GeeSly taken� for� JranteG anG 
emboGieG iGentiϮFationsµ tKat were Srimarily reliJious in tKeir nature 
anG Fonte[t� anG yet imSlieG tKe e[istenFe of a larJer imaJineG Fommu�
nity baseG on lanJuaJe anG Siety��� )or Musulmans� tKat was tKe iGentity 
system formeG tKrouJK sKrine SilJrimaJe� wKile for CKinese� it meant 
SartiFiSation in native� SlaFe assoFiations anG temSles tKat tieG tKe inGi�
viGual to a Fommunity tKat FrosseG anG even transFenGeG CKinese terri�
tory� GenealoJy was alreaGy an imSliFit Sart of Muslim anG CKinese iGenti�
ties� TKe saints believeG to be burieG at sKrines FoulG be interSreteG as tKe 
ϮFtive anFestors of Muslim JrouSs� altKouJK tKey were tKe SeoSle wKo 
KaG FonverteG tKeir anFestors to Islam� not tKeir bioloJiFal Sarents��� A 
missinJ saint FoulG be FonstrueG nonetKeless as a Sowerful beinJ GefenG�
inJ its saFreG territory aJainst tKe inFursions of inϮGels� DinJ[ianJ :anJ� 
too� was a Kero from tKe Sast wKo emerJeG from tKe absenFe or oblitera�
tion of Kistory to GefenG Kis territory� In TurSan� it was tKe GeaG³ tKe 
absent or invisible anFestors³ wKo Jave tKose Fommunities Fommon Sur�
Sose anG Sower anG GeϮneG tKeir mutual JrievanFes� In tKeir Fombat at 
tKe yamen� tKey ϮlleG tKe ϮFtive Femeteries anG tKe ϰatteneG tombs witK 
imaJineG anFestors�
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MULLAH M࢜SA %� MULLAH ԣSA SAYRǴMԣ was twenty� eiJKt years olG 
wKen tKe Muslim uSrisinJs broke out in .uFKa�� %y tKis time� Ke KaG Fom�
SleteG Kis eGuFation anG tauJKt stuGents of Kis own� As Kis olG sFKoolfrienG 
MaєmࡃGҸn .KwaMa was amonJ tKe leaGers of tKe new IslamiF state� anG so 
was Kis former teaFKer MullaK UtKmčn� SayrčmҸ naturally suSSorteG 
tKeir eϸorts� He soon reFeiveG an intimate view of tKe SroJress of tKe uSris�
inJs anG tKe faFtional violenFe tKat followeG� tKe oStimism of tKe restora�
tion of IslamiF rule anG its sKoFkinJ failures�

SayrčmҸ MoineG tKe .uFKa kKwaMas· Gisastrous Ϯrst FamSaiJn westwarG 
to Aksu� In tKe Fonfusion of tKe %attle of 4ara YulJKun� Ke ϰeG eastwarG 
anG soon founG Kimself wanGerinJ in tKe Gesert� limSinJ by staJes baFk 
towarG .uFKa� He took refuJe at tKe ArsKuGGҸn SKrine anG waiteG Srayer�
fully for JooG news� :Ken tKe roaGs were safe� SayrčmҸ traveleG nortK anG 
west into tKe mountains� KoSinJ to return Kome to tKe town of Sayrčm� 
Over a Fentury earlier� tKe =unJKar MonJols KaG forFibly removeG Kis 
anFestors from tKeir anFestral Kome in OlG Sayrčm� in toGay·s .a]akK�
stan� anG after many tribulations� Kis SeoSle KaG settleG in a SlaFe wKere 
no one woulG botKer tKem� Now� Kowever� as MullaK Mࡃsa stooG uSon tKe 
mountain Sass overlookinJ Kis FKilGKooG Kome� Ke reali]eG tKat its Fir�
FumstanFes KaG FKanJeG forever� No sKelter awaiteG Kim tKere� Ke later 
wrote� It was imSossible to Fome Kome� He turneG baFk for .uFKa�

SI;

HistoriFal EstranJement anG  
tKe EnG of EmSire

                 
           

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



ᇖᇹዘዧኂወᇹᅐ႐ቈ ᅵዘዧወ႐ቨᇀᅵበᅵቨዧ ႐ቨᅡ ዧᇖᅵ ᅵቨᅡ ኂᆦ ᅵበኹᇹወᅵ

[ ��� ]

DeFaGes later� as MullaK Mࡃsa·s bearG was turninJ wKite� some aFTuain�
tanFes imSortuneG Kim to write Kis e[SerienFes Gown in a Kistory of tKe 
uSrisinJs� as Ke SossesseG a minG anG GisSosition SeFuliarly suiteG to sFKol�
arsKiS� SayrčmҸ writes of Kis treSiGation at tKe task of reFlaiminJ events 
now FrossinJ out of memory� ´SinFe tKe beJinninJ of tKe Time of Islam to 
tKe Sresent�µ Ke wrote� ´over forty years Kave Jone by� Most of tKose wKo 
witnesseG tKose KaSSeninJs Kave SasseG on to tKe eternal realm� anG Sast 
events fallen out of tKe SeoSle·s memory� PerKaSs tKeir stories were forJot�
ten�µ� SayrčmҸ� Kowever� KaG seen nearly everytKinJ: After turninJ baFk to 
.uFKa� Ke KaG beFome an aGviser to tKe kKwaMa leaGersKiS anG later serveG 
YaTࡃb %eJ as a ta[ FolleFtor� His life after tKe ;ianJ Army·s reFonTuest is 
less Flear� anG some FontenG tKat Ke sSent Kis years wanGerinJ tKe SilJrim�
aJe routes anG FolleFtinJ stories�� SomewKere alonJ tKe way� MullaK Mࡃsa 
learneG some CKinese anG beFame familiar witK tKe workinJs of tKe new 
state� He tKerefore JrasSeG a broaG� ranJinJ unGerstanGinJ of tKe Sast Fen�
tury� as well as a GeeS knowleGJe of tKe 4uran� tKe KaGitK� anG tKe FKroni�
Fles of Sast rulers� Moreover� SayrčmҸ·s frienGs believeG tKat reaGinJ anG 
writinJ Kistory were Kis only sourFe of Moy� MullaK Mࡃsa sat Gown to write�

TKe work tKat Ke SroGuFeG anG tKen reviseG over tKe Fourse of a GeFaGe� 
tKe �� is not only a GisFerninJ FKroniFle of tKe events of tKe 
nineteentK Fentury� but a work of often JranG sFale tKat Gelves into tKe 
GeStKs of Kistory to e[Favate tKe reasons for tKe Sresent� SayrčmҸ GesFribes 
Kis work as a monument to tKe forJotten martyrs of tKe uSrisinJs� Yet it 
was not suϲFient simSly to reFount tKe reFent Sast� for tKe uSrisinJs anG 
tKeir failure SresenteG a Su]]le: How KaG an IslamiF state beaten tKe inϮGel 
baFk� but tKen fallen aJain to a non� Muslim Sower� wKiFK KaG now returneG 
in a new anG more aJJressive form" TKe  was an attemSt to 
answer tKat Tuestion by rallyinJ oral anG written sourFes toJetKer into an 
arJument� SayrčmҸ·s SersSiFaFity Kas tKerefore attraFteG tKe Sraise of 
moGern Kistorians�� However� tKe ·s most strikinJ asSeFt is 
its use of traGitional Perso� IslamiF KistorioJraSKy to unGermine estab�
lisKeG GisFourses of SolitiFal leJitimaFy� Mu[taSoseG witK its seleFtive mobi�
li]ation of otKer narratives anG e[Slanatory GeviFes from tKat traGition in 
orGer to leJitimi]e sSeFiϮF manifestations of CKinese Sower anG GeleJiti�
mi]e otKers� SayrčmҸ not only useG tKe Perso� IslamiF Sast to e[Slain tKe 
4inJ� but also Grew on CKinese sourFes anG on tKe institutions anG forms 
of imSerial rule� %y relatinJ CKinese rule to tKe anFient Sast� anG tKe 
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SeriSKery to tKe imSerial Fore� SayrčmҸ e[Slains not only tKe uSrisinJs� 
but tKe relationsKiS between Giverse SeoSles anG Kow tKey Fame to be 
estranJeG�

In tKis FKaSter� we will see Kow IslamiF Kistory writinJ in CKaJKatay 
written by Musulmans for a Musulman auGienFe reϰeFteG FonFerns witK 
CKinese Sower anG tKe soFial FKanJe tKat it wrouJKt� TKe e[SerienFe of 
KistoriFal loss� I arJue� GemanGeG an e[Slanation tKrouJK tKe rewritinJ of 
Kistory� Must as it GiG for CKinese SeoSle� To e[Slain tKe Muslim uSrisinJs 
anG tKeir aftermatK was to reimaJine a JolGen aJe Srior to tKem in terms 
of a sSeFial relationsKiS between Muslim subMeFts anG tKe 4inJ sovereiJn 
tKat was liFenseG by GoG anG e[SresseG in terms of GesFent� followeG by a 
sKatterinJ of tKat Fovenant tKrouJK tKe violation of tKe same SrinFiSle� 
TKat story SlaFeG CKina near tKe Fenter of Kumanity·s SrimorGial Kistory� 
anG ;inMianJ in turn at tKe Fenter of CKinese Kistory� It was tolG tKrouJK 
aGaStations of Sree[istinJ IslamiF narratives inϰeFteG witK tKe sSeFiϮF 
e[SerienFe of imSerial rule� TKat imSerial Fonte[t in turn enJenGereG Gis�
Fourses anG FateJories of GiϸerenFe tKat Musulman writers enJaJeG witK 
beyonG tKe yamen�

How tKe EmSeror of CKina %eFame a Muslim

TKere is a SeFuliar tension or FontraGiFtion in SayrčmҸ·s work� from tKe 
SersSeFtive of a moGern Kistorian� between Kis often� aFerbiF FritiFism of 
establisKeG leJenGs anG Kis assertions of tKe veraFity of otKers tKat many 
SeoSle miJKt ϮnG Must as unFonvinFinJ� %y attenGinJ to SayrčmҸ·s seleFtive 
GeSloyment of narratives� Kowever� one Fan see Kow Ke aGaSteG arJuments 
from IslamiF Kistory anG sFriSture in tKeir sSeFiϮFally East Turkestani 
manifestations to aGvanFe arJuments about Sast anG Sresent� MuFK of Kis 
arJumentation about CKinese Sower anG emSire relates to JenealoJy of 
one sort or anotKer: bioloJiFal GesFent� FKains of transmission� or inKeriteG 
oϲFes�

MullaK Mࡃsa oSens tKe introGuFtion of tKe  witK a FritiTue 
of tKe fabriFation of JenealoJies for SolitiFal SurSoses tKat oSenly assails a 
lonJstanGinJ traGition about tKe oriJins of tKe CKinJJisiG royal Kouse� TKe 
maMority of IslamiF KistoriFal writinJs about TurFo� MonJol rulers sinFe tKe 
MonJol FonTuests KaG inFluGeG tKe leJenG of AlanToa� wKo FonFeiveG a 
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FKilG witK a beam of liJKt anG tKus beJat tKe line of CKinJJis .Kan� TKis 
story was meant to Gemonstrate tKe Sartly Givine GesFent of tKe worlG� 
FonTueror� anG oϲFial FKroniFles FommissioneG by Kis real or ϮFtive 
GesFenGants aFFent it so as to emSKasi]e tKe ruler·s sSeFial nature�� 
SayrčmҸ� Kowever� Gebunks tKis mytK in tKe Ϯrst FKaSter of tKe introGuF�
tion�� He attaFks it on sFriStural JrounGs: tKe only virJin birtK was tKat of 
ԣsa to Maryam �tKe bibliFal -esus to Mary�� Here SayrčmҸ FontraGiFts tKe 

� tKe monumental MuJKal Kistory tKat SroFlaims� ´If you listen to 
tales of Mary� tKen inFline likewise to AlanToa�µ� He tKen Gisassembles tKe 
founGation of a SoSular belief tKat tKe liJKt� beinJ was in faFt AlҸ b� AbҸ ࠦčlib 
����² ���� tKe Fousin of tKe ProSKet anG tKe fourtK FaliSK� wKom SKiites Fon�
siGer tKe Ϯrst imam� SayrčmҸ notes tKat AlҸ liveG lonJ before AlanToa� anG 
so tKeir union was imSossible� Moreover� Ke Fasts Goubt on tKe very FonFeSt: 
even if tKey were FontemSoraries� wKy woulG AlҸ turn Kimself into a beam 
of liJKt anG travel to tKe otKer siGe of tKe worlG to lie witK an inϮGel in a 
tent" To tKe Fontrary� SayrčmҸ arJues� tKe mytK of tKe virJin birtK was 
inventeG to GisJuise tKe MonJols· inFestuous oriJins anG Mustify tKe mis�
GeeGs of CKinJJis·s GesFenGants� MullaK Mࡃsa is obviously a skeStiFal Kisto�
rian� anG Kis willinJness Kere anG elsewKere to overturn Fommon wisGom is 
strikinJ� It makes it all tKe more intriJuinJ tKat Ke aFFeSts a ranJe of otKer 
narratives of oriJins tKat otKer sFKolars may ϮnG GiϲFult to believe�

TKe KistoriFal FonstruFtion of JrouSness in Central Asian IslamiF 
Kistory� writinJ took leJenGs of Islami]ation� tKe Fonversion of a SeoSle to 
Islam� as oriJin mytKs for Muslim SeoSles� Many suFK leJenGs FonFern tKe 
enFounter between an Islami]inJ saint³ usually a SuϮ³ anG a ruler wKo 
aFFeSts tKe faitK anG in turn brinJs about a mass Fonversion to Islam�� EtK�
noJenesis is tKerefore inKerently relateG to tKe KistoriFal reali]ation of 
Islam� ASSroSriately� tKe ·s introGuFtion �muqaddima� Fon�
sists of a series of familiar stories of TurFo� MonJol rulers· ´Gual Fonver�
sions�µ tKeir reali]ation of Islam in two staJes� EitKer tKe ruler must KiGe 
Kis Islam until tKe time is riJKt to reveal it� or else a fatKer beJins tKe Sro�
Fess� wKile Kis son must FomSlete it��� SayrčmҸ beJins witK OJKu] .Kan� 
tKe leJenGary TurkiF leaGer wKo uSon birtK sSoke anG nameG Kimself��� 
TKe infant OJKu] refuseG to suFkle at Kis motKer·s breast until sKe aFFeSteG 
Islam� but KiG Kis Islam from Kis fatKer until aFKievinJ Kis maMority anG 
unGertakinJ a Koly war aJainst Kim� Later� tKe Fonversion of SutuT %uJKra 
.Kan �G� ����� tKe KistoriFal 4arakKaniG ruler of .asKJar� was saiG to be 
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SreGiFteG by a KaGitK� SutuT likewise remaineG a seFret Muslim until Kis 
nonbelievinJ fatKer Jot winG of Kis enFounter witK Abࡃ Naߙr ߳čmčnҸ� a 
noble sent to Fonvert tKe Turks� A war ensueG� wKiFK SutuT won� followeG 
by furtKer battles to establisK Islam in SlaFe of tKe %uGGKism tKen Fommon 
tKrouJKout East Turkestan� TKe sKrines of SutuT %uJKra .Kan anG Abࡃ 
Naߙr ߳čmčnҸ in tKe mountains of ArtusK near .asKJar are famous SilJrim�
aJe sites anG were obMeFts of YaTࡃb %eJ·s SatronaJe��� )inally� SayrčmҸ 
relates tKe Gual Fonversion of tKe CKaJKatayiG ruler TuJKluT Tem�r .Kan 
�r� ����² ���� Ϯrst tKrouJK an enFounter witK -alčl al� DҸn .atakҸ� anG tKen 
witK Kis son ArsKčG al� DҸn� ArsKčG al� DҸn·s GesFenGants were tKe very 
.uFKa kKwaMas wKose state emerJeG GurinJ tKe Muslim uSrisinJs� TKis Sast 
of Islami]ation was tKerefore very muFK Sresent in turn� of� tKe� Fentury 
;inMianJ as tKe sKrines of KistoriFal Islami]ers SlayeG a role in SreFisely tKe 
SolitiFs tKat SayrčmҸ souJKt to e[Slain�

TKe last FKaSter of tKe introGuFtion MumSs forwarG in time to tKe reFent 
Sast� anG tKen baFk into tKe GeStKs of Kistory� It beJins witK tKe events of 
-une �� ����� wKen tKe Muslims of .uFKa set Ϯre to tKe CKinese settlements��� 
SayrčmҸ lays out Kis tySiFally rational� sourFe� baseG aSSroaFK to tKese 
events: ´Everyone tells tKe story Giϸerently� One·s aFFount Giϸers from 
anotKer·s�µ He GeFiGes to GisFern wKiFK stories are ForreFt� ratKer tKan sim�
Sly reSeat tKem on tKe SaJe� Given SayrčmҸ·s aSSroaFK� anG Kis stateG skeS�
tiFism towarG leJenG� Kis ne[t rKetoriFal FKoiFe seems oGG� SayrčmҸ� in 
orGer to loFate tKe oriJins of tKe uSrisinJs� immeGiately Fasts tKe Soint of 
Kis reeG into tKe GeStKs of tKe inkwell of Kistory� Gown to tKe Gays of tKe 
TanJ Gynasty anG tKe ProSKet MuєammaG Kimself� anG relates tKe story of 
´How tKe EmSeror of CKina LonJ AJo %eFame a Muslimµ �´҇ikčya� ye 
]amčna� ye awwalGa .KaTan� i CKҸn musulmčn bolJKaniµ���� Here as else�
wKere� SayrčmҸ uses tKe term  to inGiFate tKe emSeror of CKina� 
invokinJ a mysterious� maJiF� wielGinJ sovereiJn from tKe Persian 
Kings � �� Now tKat tKe  KaG steSSeG oϸ tKe SaJe anG 
into tKe lives of Musulmans� Kis SresenFe GemanGeG attention�

OnFe uSon a time� SayrčmҸ beJins� tKere was a Must anG benevolent ruler 
in tKe Fountry of CKina� His name was TanJ :anJ .Kan� TKat name inGi�
FateG tKe ´.inJ of TanJ�µ in tKis Fase TanJ Gao]onJ �r� ���² ���� to wKom 
tKe FaliSK UtKmčn �r� ���² ��� sent a GiSlomatiF mission� One niJKt� TanJ 
:anJ KaG a Gream in wKiFK a GraJon entereG Kis winGow anG wraSSeG 
itself arounG a Sillar� As tKe GraJon turneG to attaFk tKe kinJ� an imSosinJ 
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man in a Jreen robe witK ´a wKite tKinJ wraSSeG arounG Kis KeaGµ 
aSSeareG anG sSlit tKe GraJon in two witK Kis staϸ� killinJ it� TKe ne[t 
morninJ� TanJ :anJ FalleG Kis Gream interSreters into Kis FKambers to 
e[Slain Kis Gream� TKey informeG Kim tKat tKe man in tKe Gream matFKeG 
tKe GesFriStion of someone nameG ´MuєammaG�µ far to tKe west� wKo KaG 
taken uS tKe mantle of SroSKetKooG� TanJ :anJ·s Fourt SaFkeG a trove of 
CKinese treasures³ silk� tea� anG SorFelain³ to senG to MuєammaG witK 
an invitation to tKe imSerial Fourt� After many travails� TanJ :anJ·s mes�
senJer loFateG tKe ProSKet�

However� MuєammaG refuseG to travel overlanG to CKina� but insteaG 
sent a maJiFal letter in Kis steaG: wKen tKe kKan oSeneG tKe enveloSe� 
MuєammaG saiG� Ke too woulG arrive in Serson� On tKe lonJ roaG from Ara�
bia to CKina� TanJ :anJ·s messenJer was temSteG to oSen tKe enveloSe 
FontaininJ tKe ProSKet·s missive� :Ken Ke GiG so� ´it seemeG as tKouJK 
someone emerJeG from it� anG tKen left�µ TKat is� tKe maJiF meant to trans�
Sort MuєammaG tKrouJK tKe enveloSe was useG witKout tKe SresenFe of 
tKe emSeror� anG so Ke FoulG not materiali]e� So� wKen tKe emSeror Kimself 
oSeneG tKe letter� tKe surSrise was ruineG� anG MuєammaG GiG not aSSear� 
TKere was notKinJ insiGe tKe enveloSe but a letter in CKinese� TKis inter�
ruSteG transmission reSresents tKe failure of tKe Ϯnal revelation� literally 
tKe ´messaJe�µ borne by GoG·s MessenJer � � MuєammaG in its Sure 
ArabiF form� to reaFK CKina�

TKe messenJer FonfesseG to GisobeyinJ botK SroSKet anG emSeror anG� 
as Must SunisKment� was sent baFk to try aJain� TKis time� a GisaSSointeG 
MuєammaG seleFteG tKree men from amonJ Kis FomSanions� :aTTčߙ� Ǵs� 
anG UkkčsKa� He sent tKem witK seven otKer SeoSle to travel witK tKe mes�
senJer to CKina� One member of tKe Sarty GieG at tKe Pass at -iayuJuan� 
leavinJ beKinG a fameG sKrine at tKe traGitional bounGary between CKina 
SroSer anG tKe IslamiF worlG� UkkčsKa·s restinJ SlaFe� tKe leJenG says� is at 
%�J�r in tKe nortKern Tarim %asin� wKile anotKer·s boGy is burieG in CKina 
SroSer� Eventually� Kowever� most of tKe embassy entereG tKe kKan·s FaSital 
to Jreat fanfare�

NevertKeless� TanJ :anJ was GisaSSointeG aJain� as tKe man in Kis Gream 
KaG not Fome in Serson� Still� tKe emSeror FonsulteG witK Kis ministers about 
aFFeStinJ Islam� AFForGinJ to SayrčmҸ� ´Some of tKem aJreeG� wKile otKers 
GiG not� � � �  TKey say tKat tKe kKan seFretly e[alteG tKe faitK� witKout lettinJ 
Kis ministers knowµ � �� 
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TanJ :anJ furtKermore establisKeG laws SroteFtinJ Islam anG Muslims� 
inFluGinJ limitinJ Muslims· ta[ obliJations to tKose sSeFiϮeG by tKe SKariaK� 
TKe anFient rule of tKe emSeror of CKina� SayrčmҸ relates� is tKat Kis subMeFts 
sKoulG follow tKeir own reliJion witKout interferenFe��� In orGer to sKelter 
tKese travelers far from Kome� TanJ :anJ .Kan establisKeG a Folony of 
 Muslims in CKina by e[FKanJinJ forty CKinese for some four KunGreG Samar�
TanGis��� SayrčmҸ� ever skeStiFal� arJues tKat SamarTanG was not a Muslim 
Fountry in tKe seventK Fentury� anG so its kinJ must Kave been a Must nonbe�
liever� in tKe manner of tKe Sre� IslamiF AnusKirvan� In any Fase� tKe resultinJ 
SoSulation of Hui Flaims a lineaJe stretFKinJ baFk to tKe time of tKe ProSKet� 
TKat SoSulation resulteG not only from tKe Folony of SamarTanGis� SayrčmҸ 
relates� but from a festival tKat tKe emSeror KelG at wKiFK tKe men amonJ tKe 
new arrivals were SermitteG to FKoose wKatever wives tKey wisKeG� SinFe 
tKen� tKe Hui Kave never GeviateG from tKeir reliJion� but Kave brouJKt otKers 
into it as ´�seFret� Muslimsµ � ���� TKis faFt aFFounts botK for tKe 
numerousness of tKe Hui anG� aFForGinJ to SayrčmҸ� for tKeir tenGenFy to 
abuse tKeir SrivileJes unGer tKe law� :itK tKis story� SayrčmҸ establisKes tKe 
Hui as a relatively new JrouS of SeoSle� anG one tKat oFFuSies an unstable 
Sosition between CKinese anG IslamiF Fommunities� Must as tKe Hui aSSeareG 
to Go in late� 4inJ ;inMianJ�

Over time� TanJ :anJ·s GesFenGants forJot tKeir Islam� NevertKeless� 
tKey keSt tKeir anFestor·s Sromise to ensure tKat Muslims woulG always be 
ruleG by SKariaK� SayrčmҸ tKus e[Slains tKat tKe emSerors of CKina entereG 
into a Fovenant witK tKeir Muslim subMeFts� a sSeFial relationsKiS between 
tKe ruler� tKe SeoSle� anG GoG� TKey SreserveG tKis all tKe way tKrouJK an 
unbroken line of GesFent from TanJ :anJ to tKe emSerors of tKe 4inJ��� 
AntKony SmitK GeϮnes suFK a ´Fovenantµ as an aJreement between a usu�
ally monotKeistiF GoG anG a kin Fommunity� aFForGinJ to wKiFK tKat Fom�
munity must Farry out GoG·s will in e[FKanJe for Kis SroteFtion��� In 
SayrčmҸ·s narrative� tKe fusion of suFK a Fovenant witK a KierarFKy witKin 
tKe Fommunity is not unlike wKat SmitK sees in tKe EtKioSian Fase: a line of 
kinJsKiS is aSSointeG by GoG to maintain tKe FommanGments revealeG for 
tKe FKosen Fommunity�

)or SayrčmҸ� Kowever� tKe Fovenant is SresenteG in orGer to e[Slain its 
breakinJ� AFForGinJ to Kim� tKe imSerial orGer fell in tKe Muslim NortKwest� 
inFluGinJ ;inMianJ� beFause of ForruStion amonJ lower� level oϲFials� 
SayrčmҸ relates tKat 4inJ autKorities solG oϲFes tKat KaG Sreviously been 
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KelG KereGitarily��� As HamaGa Masami Kas arJueG elsewKere� tKis KereGi�
tary relationsKiS witK tKe 4inJ was a leJitimate sourFe of Sower� but its vio�
lation siJnaleG a GisruStion of tKe natural orGer of MustiFe��� CorruSt oϲFials 
beJan to favor CKinese anG SermitteG tKem to allow tKeir SiJs into Muslim 
saFreG sSaFes� OtKers levieG ta[es tKat were beyonG tKe sFoSe of IslamiF law� 
AFForGinJ to SayrčmҸ� Muslims in East Turkestan wrote Setitions to tKe 
emSeror beJJinJ for Kim to restore MustiFe anG Sreserve tKe bounGaries 
arounG tKeir SlaFes of worsKiS anG tKe laws of tKeir Fommunity� However� 
tKe same ForruSt oϲFials SreventeG tKose Sleas from reaFKinJ %eiMinJ� anG 
so it was simSly tKe Guty of tKe Muslim subMeFts of tKe emSire to establisK 
MustiFe tKemselves� TKe leJenG of tKe Muslim emSeror e[Slains tKat neeG as a 
KistoriFal FonseTuenFe�

TKe sourFe of SayrčmҸ·s leJenG is Flearly tKe ´OriJins of tKe Huiµ �´Hui�
Kui yuanlaiµ�� a leJenG tKat emerJeG amonJ tKe Sino� Muslims of CKina 
SroSer anG aSSeareG in Srint in tKe MinJ��� It is Jenerally tKouJKt of as a 
CKinese� lanJuaJe te[t� anG tKe SublisKeG narrative was Flosely tieG to tKe 
iGentity struJJles of Hui wKo were involveG in botK ConfuFian anG IslamiF 
sFKolarsKiS� In tKe MinJ version� tKe arrival of tKe ambassaGors at tKe TanJ 
Fourt sSarks a Fonversation GemonstratinJ tKe ultimate FomSatibility of 
tKe two traGitions� as well as tKe emSeror·s SroteFtion of Islam� An oral ver�
sion of tKe same story FirFulateG amonJ Hui in Central Asia wKo KaG 
miJrateG from ;inMianJ in ����� anG it inFluGes several elements tKat are 
aSSarent in tKe CKaJKatay manusFriSt aFFounts GesFribeG Kere��� Like 
SayrčmҸ·s narrative� tKe Hui story e[Slains Kow men from Central Asia set�
tleG in CKina alonJ witK tKe ProSKet·s emissaries anG marrieG CKinese 
women� tKus JivinJ rise to a SeoSle witK roots in botK worlGs�

%otK versions likewise iGentify Fertain sites as tKe restinJ SlaFes of tKe 
emissaries� wKiFK mark tKe KistoriFal arrival of Islam itself��� Per tKe loJiF of 
East Turkestani sKrine SilJrimaJe as GesFribeG by Rian TKum anG Elif DaОyeli� 
tKe steSs of tKe saint anG tKeir restinJ SlaFes Kave a FKronotoSiF Tuality� in 
tKat tKey Graw toJetKer tKe memory of oriJins� in tKis Fase tKe Fommunity·s 
roots in tKe moment of Islami]ation� anG tKe sSatial Gimensions of it� tKrouJK 
tKe Mourney of tKe Islami]er anG tKeir transSortation of Islam to tKe new 
lanG� as symboli]eG by tKe saint·s boGy� )or Hui reaGers� tKe FKain of tombs 
markeG tKe GiϲFult Mourney from Central Asia into CKina� tKe Islami]ers· 
saFriϮFe� anG tKe Sersistent GistanFe tKat seSarateG Hui in CKina from Mus�
lims to tKe west� To a Musulman� tKe Mourney through East Turkestan siJnaleG 
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sometKinJ else entirely: tKe oases were tKemselves Sart of tKe emSeror·s 
Mourney� anG tKe Mourney of tKe SeoSle of CKina� towarG Islam�

TKe ´OriJins of tKe Huiµ story FirFulateG in ;inMianJ in multiSle forms� 
one of wKiFK is reForGeG by 4urbčn AlҸ .KčliGҸ��� His ForresSonGent 
SayrčmҸ was also aware of tKis version but FKose to Sresent a Giϸerent nar�
rative� .KčliGҸ·s version is on some Soints iGentiFal to SayrčmҸ·s� but TanJ 
:anJ is visiteG in a Gream by two ϮJures: tKe Ϯrst is a wKite� KaireG man 
FlotKeG in a wKite turban anG Jreen trousers anG FarryinJ a staϸ� In tKe 
Gream� tKis ϮJure e[Slains Islam in all its Getails to tKe kKan� TanJ :anJ·s 
anFestors� tKe ϮJure e[Slains� were mireG in iJnoranFe� but tKis ruler is 
Must� anG so Kas been founG wortKy of reFeivinJ Islam� He vanisKes� leaves 
beKinG Kis staϸ anG turban� as well as a FoSy of tKe 4uran� After tKis Ϯrst 
ϮJure GisaSSears� a seFonG Fomes in tKrouJK a baFk Goor anG warns TanJ 
:anJ not to abanGon tKe reliJion of Kis anFestors� for if Ke Goes� tKe Fom�
mon SeoSle will rise uS anG kill Kim� enGinJ tKe royal line� :Ken TanJ 
:anJ awakes� tKe staϸ� turban� anG 4uran remain� wKiFK Kis Fourtiers 
take as a siJn tKat tKe former visitor was tellinJ tKe trutK�

TanJ :anJ SromStly senGs messenJers to searFK for someone wKo Fan 
reaG tKe 4uran� anG tKey ϮnG suFK inGiviGuals in SamarTanG� �AFForGinJ 
to .KčliGҸ·s analysis� SamarTanG KaG been a Muslim state for some 
GeFaGes�� TKe kinJ of SamarTanG GisSatFKes tKree sFKolars witK tKree 
tKousanG men to Jo to CKina� wKere tKe sFKolars teaFK TanJ :anJ to reaG 
tKe 4uran� TanJ :anJ SromStly reFites tKe Muslim GeFlaration of faitK� 
tKe sKaKaGa� tKe sounG of wKiFK rinJs out aFross tKe lanGs� Ne[t� Ke 
smasKes tKe statues in tKe iGol� temSles anG sSarks a brief Fivil war in 
wKiFK Islam is viFtorious� resultinJ in a mass Fonversion of tKe CKinese 
SeoSle� In tKe aftermatK� tKe SamarTanGis settle in CKina� wKere tKey 
are SroteFteG by a sSeFial status� TKe sFKolars Gie� anG tKeir tombs beFome 
sKrines� )inally� .KčliGҸ relates Kow tKe Fountry fell into war aJain as tKe 
Muslim emSerors GeFlineG� anG tKe Jovernment moveG to NortK CKina 
� �� reϰeFtinJ Kow tKe Fenter of imSerial Sower sKifteG to %eiMinJ 
more or less Sermanently after tKe MonJol FonTuest� NevertKeless� tKe 
later rulers� too� were Must anG maintaineG tKe Fovenant between TanJ 
:anJ anG tKe Muslims� Over time� Kowever� tyranny Jrew until tKe Gay 
tKat tKe Muslim uSrisinJs beJan in Gansu anG ;inMianJ�

It tKerefore aSSears tKat tKere was a story FirFulatinJ in several versions 
amonJ botK CKinese�  anG TurkiF� sSeakinJ Muslims to tKe eϸeFt tKat tKe 
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emSeror of CKina was seFretly a Muslim anG overtly a SroteFtor of tKe SKa�
riaK� Given tKe GeSrivations tKat tKe ;ianJ Army visiteG uSon tKe Musul�
mans in tKe late nineteentK Fentury� as was GesFribeG in tKe SreFeGinJ 
FKaSters� it is wortKwKile to ask wKy suFK a narrative woulG be SoSular� )or 
.KčliGҸ� tKis story is a Furiosity� anG as is Kis Fustom witK reJarG to SoSular 
belief� Ke essentially Gismisses it� He Sresents an imSossible Kistory³ Ke 
knew� as we Go� tKat no TanJ emSeror leG a Muslim Koly war� Moreover� 
.KčliGҸ woulG Kave GismisseG otKer� similar narratives: AFForGinJ to one 
suFK story� tKe transJressive GervisK� Soet SKčK %čbč MasKrab �����² ����� 
brouJKt tKe =unJKar kKan to tKe faitK� wKile anotKer KelG tKat tKe Dalai 
Lama Kimself KaG aFFeSteG Islam��� TKe value of suFK stories lies in Sart in 
tKeir Gemonstration of tKe Sower of Islam� tKe faitK of tKe FonTuereG� to 
transform tKe non� Muslim ruler� An East Turkestani variant on tKe Ale[an�
Ger romanFe � � SresenteG a similar inversion� as Ale[anGer tKe 
Great·s leJenGary FonTuest of CKina is revealeG to be Kis Gefeat at tKe KanGs 
of tKe FKarms of CKinese women��� OtKer satiriFal stories inverteG troSes 
about tKe wealtK anG Sower of tKe Gistant emSeror�

However� in SayrčmҸ·s � written by a sFKolar wKo took oral 
sourFes seriously� tKe story of tKe Muslim emSeror is a FruFial Soint of 
e[Slanation about tKe Kistory of East Turkestan anG CKina� In Kis aFFount� 
tKe emSeror of CKina Goes not fully Fonvert to Islam� but insteaG beJins a 
Gual Fonversion tKat remains unϮnisKeG� TKe sKrines to tKe ProSKet·s 
ambassaGors tKat Got tKe route from Central Asia to CKina SroSer mark tKe 
transSortation of Islam GireFtly into tKe Keart of CKinese Sower� so tKat East 
Turkestan beFomes Fentral to tKe KiGGen Kistory of CKina� TKis Jesture is 
reminisFent of otKers from Folonial Fonte[ts in wKiFK Fulturally KybriG 
autKors wrote tKe narratives of Fore anG SeriSKery toJetKer��� SayrčmҸ 
sKows tKat tKe Muslim uSrisinJs were not tKe enG of CKinese Sower� or even 
tKe overtKrowinJ of an unnatural relationsKiS� but a Kiatus in tKe enforFe�
ment of an anFient Fovenant of MustiFe between a sovereiJn anG Kis SeoSle�

TKe PolitiFs of -aSKetiF DesFent

Yet tKe JenealoJy of tKe emSeror of CKina FoulG run even GeeSer tKan tKe 
Fonversion of tKe TanJ ruler to Islam� )ollowinJ its tKreaG baFkwarG in time 
brinJs us to tKe aftermatK of tKe )looG anG tKe SeoSlinJ of tKe worlG by tKe 
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FKilGren anG JranGFKilGren of Nࡃє �NoaK�� :itK SayrčmҸ·s Sresentation of 
tKis story� Ke SartiFiSates in a traGition of aFFountinJ for tKe FontemSorary 
SolitiFs of emSires anG SeoSles by narratinJ tKem baFk into Kuman oriJins� 
SSeFiϮFally� SayrčmҸ blames tKe Srofusion of lanJuaJes in tKe worlG³ anG 
tKe inability of SeoSles to FommuniFate witK one anotKer³ on tKe interven�
tions of tonJFKi between tKe JranGsons of Nࡃє� leaGinJ to tKeir SrimorGial 
FonϰiFt� TKe Gistribution of anG relationsKiSs between tKe FKilGren of Nࡃє·s 
son YčϮtK �-aSKetK� reϰeFteG iGeas about tKe Floseness or estranJement of 
tKe SeoSles of Eurasia�

TKe Srimary means of talkinJ about tKe oriJins of SeoSles in East Turke�
stan was tKrouJK tKe SaraGiJm of IslamiF saFreG Kistory� tKe broaGer Fol�
leFtion of e[Slanatory material anG KistoriFal narratives tKat e[SanG uSon 
tKe 4uran��� Stories from SyriaF� -ewisK� %y]antine� anG otKer traGitions 
traveleG alonJsiGe tKe 4uran anG KaGitK� TKey Fame to be FomSileG seSa�
rately anG JaineG a life of tKeir own� reaG botK for entertainment anG for 
enliJKtenment� Islam tKus SroviGeG a new narrative system for tKe refram�
inJ anG saFrali]ation of stories of Giverse oriJins witKin FolleFtions of tales 
about tKe Sre� IslamiF SroSKets anG tKe early SerioG of Islam� TKese ´stories 
of tKe SroSKetsµ �Ar� � Sresent tKe oriJins of tKe worlG·s Seo�
Sle tKrouJK tKe FKaSter on Nࡃє anG Kow Kis sons SeoSleG tKe worlG in tKe 
aftermatK of tKe )looG�

In most narratives� Nࡃє·s Ϯrst son� Sčm �SKem�� settleG tKe Arab anG Per�
sian lanGs� anG otKer SlaFes tKat a Jiven autKor KolGs in KiJK esteem� Kis 
FurseG son� ҇čm �Ham�� AfriFa� HinGustan� anG Fountries tKat tKe autKor 
Gislikes� anG Kis tKirG son� YčϮtK� tKe ´otKerµ lanGs� usually tKose to tKe 
East of tKe known worlG� TKe main traGitions of tKe stories of tKe SroSKets 
tKerefore SoseG a Sroblem for a Musulman livinJ unGer 4inJ rule� as tKey 
faileG to SroviGe a satisfyinJ KistoriFal e[Slanation for tKe Sresent FonGi�
tion of East Turkestan� TKe main traGitions GiG not GesFribe tKe oriJins of 
tKe CKinese SeoSle³ inGeeG� tKey KarGly even aFknowleGJeG tKe Kumanity 
of tKe Turks� attributinJ tKeir anFestry insteaG to tKe monstrous -ࡃM anG 
MaMࡃM �GoJ anG MaJoJ���� However� tKe TurkiF� lanJuaJe stories by Nčߙir al� 
DҸn b� %urKčn al� DҸn al� RabJKࡃ]Ҹ �G� before ����� attributeG Kuman anFes�
try to tKe Turks as GesFenGants of YčϮtK��� TKis attribution of -aSKetiF 
GesFent neatly FaStureG tKe Sosition of tKe TurkiF SeoSles in tKe IslamiF 
worlG as a risinJ Sower tKat GemanGeG resSeFt in tKe SerioG after tKe Mon�
Jol FonTuest anG yet seSarate from tKe Arabs anG Persians wKo GominateG 
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tKe establisKeG Fultural anG SolitiFal Fenter� NevertKeless� tKe Tuestion of 
CKina� an unTuestionably siJniϮFant Sower in tKe eyes of a Musulman� 
remaineG�

TKe interveninJ Fenturies of Sost� MonJol KistorioJraSKy GiG not resolve 
tKe Tuestion satisfaFtorily eitKer� :Kile tKe works of Kistory tKat are famil�
iar to sFKolars� suFK as RasKҸG al� DҸn ҇amaGčnҸ·s �����² ����� Compendium of 
Chronicles � �� were also known in East Turkestan� tKeir 
aFFounts of CKina were Gry anG sketFKy��� SayrčmҸ referenFes ҇amaGčnҸ·s 
work but Goes not Tuote its GisFussion of CKina� wKiFK after all Goes not 
Sresent tKe emSerors in terms of SrimorGial anG Fontinuous lineaJe� Some 
Muslim travelers· narratives GesFribinJ CKina were FoSieG in East Turkes�
tan anG yet Go not aSSear to Kave been inteJrateG into otKer works or tKe 
SoSular GisFourse��� Nor GiG tKose oϲFials wKo KaG e[tensive FontaFt witK 
CKinese Sower aSSear to transmit tKeir knowleGJe very far��� )or tKat mat�
ter� before ����� even Musulman oϲFials wKo KaG been to %eiMinJ for auGi�
enFes seemeG unFlear on wKo e[aFtly was tKe emSeror or unGer wKiFK 
ruler .asKJar KaG been FonTuereG�

TKe sSeFiϮF leJenG tKat eventually informeG SayrčmҸ·s aFFount of tKe 
oriJins of tKe worlG·s SeoSles Fan be traFeG to tKe Compendium of Histories 
and Stories � �� an anonymous Persian� lanJuaJe 
work GatinJ to ������� TKis Compendium tells us tKat Nࡃє Jave all of tKe 
lanGs east of tKe Amu Darya �O[us River� in Central Asia to YčϮtK� YčϮtK·s 
sons inFluGeG not only Turk� tKe anFestor of tKe Turks� wKo was wise anG 
FultureG� but CKҸn� tKe anFestor of tKe CKinese� wKom tKe Compendium 
GesFribes as intelliJent anG a skilleG Fraftsman� anG also Rࡃs� anFestor of 
tKe Russians� wKo is saiG to Kave been sKameless anG sFKeminJ� Soon after� 
MonJol rulers beJan a new royal traGition of leJitimation tKrouJK saFreG 
Kistory tKat Grew siJniϮFantly on suFK stories of GesFent��� RasKҸG al� DҸn·s 
Compendium of Chronicles was inϰuential in its Sresentation of tKe oriJins of 
tKe SeoSles of tKe East in a way tKat was favorable to Kis MonJol IlkKaniG 
Satrons anG also suJJests a natural allianFe between tKem anG Muslim 
Turks��� He makes tKe MonJols out to be two lateral branFKes of tKe TurkiF 
family� GesFenGeG from two unFles of OJKu] .Kan� YčϮtK is Kere tKe ́ fatKer 
of tKe Turks�µ anG not of monsters�

It is witK tKe TimuriG SolitiFs of JenealoJy tKat we beJin to see tKe out�
lines of tKe 4inJ� era East Turkestani aFFount of tKe oriJins of SeoSles in 
tKe leJenGs tKat members of tKe Gynasty SroSaJateG to leJitimi]e tKeir 
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rule� .KwčnGamҸr �����²Fa� ����� in Kis Companion of Biographies �
� ����� Flaims RasKҸG al� DҸn as Kis sourFe� but in most resSeFts Kis 

aFFount follows insteaG tKe Mujmal��� Yet tKe narrative elaborates on tKe 
Mujmal in siJniϮFant ways: Turk is ´e[tremely intelliJent� manly� Solite� 
anG wise�µ tKe best of tKe sons of YčϮtK� wKo abanGons wooG anG muG� 
briFk Kouses for tents maGe of animal skins anG GisSenses MustiFe amonJ 
Kis SeoSle� Rࡃs is mentioneG as a milG� mannereG brotKer� anG CKҸn aJain as 
a Flever anG artistiFally orienteG fatKer of a raFe of inventors anG Frafts�
men��� However� war breaks out between tKese brotKers: GKu]]� fatKer of 
´tKe worst of tKe MonJol tribes�µ tKe OJKu]� Fontests witK Turk for Fontrol 
of tKe  rainmakinJ stone� TKis stone� Sart of Central Asian rainmakinJ 
rituals� is Jiven a sSeFial oriJin in saFreG Kistory� as Nࡃє reTuests tKe oriJi�
nal stone from GoG� wKo Kas tKe arFKanJel -ibrč·Ҹl �Gabriel� Farve tKe name 
of GoG uSon it� .KwčnGamҸr Fomments� ´AnG still to tKis Gay strife anG 
enmity raJe between tKeir oϸsSrinJ�µ TKat is to say� tKe FonϰiFt tKat raJeG 
in .KwčnGamҸr·s time between tKe Eastern TurkiF TimuriGs anG tKe :est�
ern TurkiF OJKu] of tKe Ottoman EmSire aFtually GateG to tKe earliest Gays 
of tKe SeoSlinJ of tKe EartK� In tKe leJenGs of tKe oriJins of SeoSles tKat 
later FirFulateG in East Turkestan� we will also see tKe use of saFreG Kistory 
to e[Slain Sresent FonϰiFt�

TKe MuJKal emSeror Akbar �r� ����² ����� Grew not only on Kis TimuriG 
KeritaJe for leJitimaFy� but on a furtKer Flaim tKat Ke was GesFenGeG from 
YčϮtK� ́ tKe most Must of Nࡃє·s sons�µ by way of Turk��� TKe imSliFation is tKat 
JenealoJy itself Fan Fonfer rulersKiS� or tKat MustiFe is Keritable� not unlike 
tKe assertion SayrčmҸ later maGe witK reJarG to tKe Muslim emSeror� TKis 
aFFount of saFreG Kistory is aJain Grawn from tKe Compendium of Histories 
and Stories via .KwčnGamҸr·s Companion of Biographies� .Kivan ruler Abࡃ 
¶l� GKč]Ҹ %aKaGur .Kan·s �����² ���  � �� also 
a sourFe for SayrčmҸ� reSeats tKe leJenG� but Abࡃ ¶l� GKč]Ҹ writes Kis Sresent 
JeoJraSKy into saFreG Kistory by emSKasi]inJ only reJions Sro[imate anG 
imSortant to Kim��� TKese narratives� as leJenGs about tKe anFient Sast tKat 
e[SlaineG SeoSle·s oriJins� FirFulateG in FomSle[ anG often obsFure ways� 
sometimes in manusFriSt anG sometimes orally� anG tKey interaFteG witK 
SoSular retellinJs of tKe Persian � Rian TKum Kas arJueG in Sar�
tiFular for tKe interSenetration of tKese Seri� 4uraniF stories witK tKe Per�
sian  � � traGition� anG in turn witK loFal KistoriFal 
 traGitions in East Turkestan��� TKis SroFess FreateG tKe SeFuliar fusion of 
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leJenG anG saFreG Kistory³ narratives GeriveG from Persianate Kero tales 
anG IslamiF sFriSture alike³ witK wKiFK MullaK Mࡃsa SayrčmҸ was familiar�

TKe enGSoint of tKis SroFess³ or SerKaSs its reemerJenFe in tKe Kistori�
Fal reForG³ is wKat I Kave Fome to Fall ´SseuGo� RabJKࡃ]Ҹ�µ an East Turkes�
tani SroGuFt of tKe fusion of ´stories of tKe SroSKetsµ anG tKe TimuriG 
rewritinJ of saFreG Kistory��� ManusFriSts of SseuGo� RabJKࡃ]Ҹ Flaim to be 
tKe work of Nčߙir al� DҸn RabJKࡃ]Ҹ� tKe autKor of tKe TurkiF� lanJuaJe stories 
of tKe SroSKets� :Kile tKe Jeneral outlines of RabJKࡃ]Ҹ are Sresent� Kow�
ever� tKey are ϮlleG witK material from a variety of sourFes� aSSarently 
inFluGinJ loFal folklore� AFross tKe known manusFriSts� GatinJ from ���� to 
tKe ����s� tKe te[t of tKe FKaSter on Nࡃє varies mainly in terms of tKe enu�
meration of tKe sons of YčϮtK� anG in ways tKat reϰeFt tKe sKiftinJ JeoSo�
litiFal FirFumstanFes in wKiFK tKe stories were FoSieG� TKe earliest SseuGo� 
RabJKࡃ]Ҹ� FoSieG near .asKJar in ���� GurinJ tKe SerioG of =unJKar 
Gomination� uses tKe framework of tKe Compendium of Histories to sketFK 
Givisions between TurkiF� � Persian� � anG Tibetan� sSeakinJ SeoSles of tKe 
reJion anG yet Graw tKe =unJKar MonJols into Fommon anFestry witK tKe 
SeoSles of YarkanG� TurSan� anG CKina��� TKe narrative GesFribes botK a 
family tree anG a JeoJraSKy tKat link toJetKer tKe TurFo� MonJol SeoSles of 
Inner Asia tKen involveG in tKe 4inJ� =unJKar :ar� renGereG Kere a FonϰiFt 
between Fousins muFK like tKat between tKe Eastern anG :estern Turks 
SresenteG in tKe Mujmal� Later manusFriSts· lists of SeoSle reϰeFt tKe inte�
Jration of tKe .KalkKa MonJols into tKe 4inJ anG tKe arrival of treaFKerous 
EuroSeans � �� but tKe Flose relationsKiS between Turks anG CKinese 
tKrouJK YčϮtK remains���

TKe very Ϯrst FKaSter of SayrčmҸ·s Kistory is likewise taken uS witK a 
narrative of Nࡃє anG Kis sons tKat Graws on tKis traGition but makes key 
interventions in it��� In SayrčmҸ·s aFFount� CKҸn� tKe elGest son of YčϮtK� 
settleG tKe lanG of CKina Ϯrst� CKҸn is SresenteG not only as tKe anFestor of 
all of tKe CKinese SeoSle� but as tKe GireFt anFestor of tKe Furrent emSeror 
of CKina� )rom tKere� eaFK of CKҸn·s younJer brotKers GisSerseG aFross tKe 
East� SayrčmҸ narrates tKe war of tKe  stone anG otKer FonϰiFts 
between tKe brotKers� wKo Geny one anotKer lanG or Kunt one anotKer·s 
families� e[SlaininJ� as SayrčmҸ Suts it� wKy Fertain SeoSles Kave been in 
FonϰiFt sinFe time immemorial� TKat SeaFeful orGer� SayrčmҸ writes� was 
GisruSteG by tKe GiverJenFe of lanJuaJes� of wKiFK Ke numbers eiJKty� 
two��� In orGer for fatKers� sons� anG brotKers to sSeak to one anotKer� tKey 
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now reTuireG tKe intervention of a tonJFKi� TKese interSreters� tKese 
CKinese� sSeakinJ Musulmans wKo were known in tKeir own time for usinJ 
tKeir bounGary� FrossinJ for tKeir own aGvantaJe� anG wKo were tKe aJents 
of misFommuniFation anG seSaration as muFK as of translation� tKerefore 
aSSear in SayrčmҸ·s aFFount at tKe beJinninJ of Kistory� TonJFKi were 
aJents of tKe Givision of a familial relationsKiS between SeoSles analoJous 
to tKe Givision between families in SayrčmҸ·s Sresent� In tKis aFFount� a 
SeoSle is GeϮneG botK by lanJuaJe anG by GesFent� tKe former of wKiFK is 
SresenteG as an artiϮFial� Givisive intervention into tKe natural� unifyinJ 
forFe of kinsKiS�

TKe sons of Turk in turn beFame tKe SeoSles of Inner Asia� :Kile tKe 
lists Giϸer sliJKtly between manusFriSts� tKe  FoSieG in ���� 
maintains tKe usual list of tKe sons of YčϮtK� inFluGinJ CKҸn� Turk� anG 
Rࡃs� TKe sons of Turk in turn are SresenteG tKus: MonJol� Tatar� .yrJy]� 
4iSFKaT� UyJKur� ManFKu� Nayman� CKerke]� DaJKestani� TorJKut� 
NoJKay� %arlas� CKuras� -alayir� anG 4inJ��� TKis Ϯnal member is DčFKinJ� 
from CKinese Da Qing � ´Great 4inJ�µ anG SayrčmҸ FlariϮes tKat Ke 
means tKe Great 4inJ� Its inFlusion reϰeFts a narrative tKat SayrčmҸ 
learneG from .KčliGҸ anG tKat establisKeG tKe ManFKus anG tKe tribe of 
DčFKinJ as tKe SroGuFt of an allianFe between MonJols anG Tatars� wKo 
tKen FonTuereG tKe lanG of %eiMinJ��� HistoriFally� tKe 4inJ was founGeG by 
tKe Aisin Gioro Kouse� members of tKe -�rFKen SeoSle� wKo SroFlaimeG tKe 
new name ´ManFKuµ in ����� alonJ witK tKeir new Gynasty� TKe 4inJ rose 
to Sower tKrouJK strateJiF Foalitions between tKe Aisin Gioro anG MonJol 
JrouSs� so SayrčmҸ anG .KčliGҸ are riJKt to say tKat it was a multietKniF 
state founGeG on an allianFe��� However� tKis story sKows tKat tKe 4inJ KaG 
reuniteG two Kouses wKom most Kistories FKaraFteri]eG as beinJ GiviGeG 
by anFient enmity� tKe MonJols anG Tatars� anG tKereby menGeG a Srimor�
Gial sFKism between Fousins�

TKe Great 4inJ� from tKis SersSeFtive� is an aJent of tKe maintenanFe of 
SeaFe between SeoSles tKrouJK seSarateness� TKe tonJFKi� in Fontrast� Fre�
ate enmity by stanGinJ between tKose wKo are naturally meant to be 
uniteG� SayrčmҸ·s aFFount of tKe sons of Nࡃє tKerefore reϰeFts tKe FonϮJu�
ration of tKe 4inJ emSire as a state maGe uS of GistinFt JrouSs all ruleG 
tKrouJK Giϸerent iGioms by a royal Kouse��� wKile Kis e[Slanation of tKe 
Givision tKat SlaJues tKe worlG reϰeFts tKe FonGitions of tKe late� 4inJ Fivi�
li]inJ SroMeFt� DiϸerenFe in tKis narrative is GeϮneG by lanJuaJe anG a 
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mytK of Fommon GesFent� At tKe Keart of tKis imaJination� tKe emSeror of 
CKina� as a GireFt GesFenGant of CKҸn anG Keir to millennia of unbroken 
kinJsKiS� remains a meGiatinJ forFe of stability anG sourFe of MustiFe� TKe 
stories of tKe SroSKets literature SroviGeG a means to imaJine Fommuni�
ties FentereG on botK GoG anG emSire� anG tKus to FritiTue tKe new CKinese 
reJime as a ForruStion of relationsKiSs liFenseG by GoG�

TKe InGomitable EmSire

TKe SrimorGial anFestry of tKe emSeror of CKina� Kis GesFent from CKҸn b� 
YčϮtK b� Nࡃє� SroviGes SayrčmҸ witK an e[Slanation for tKe resilienFe of 
CKinese Sower� )rom Kis SersSeFtive� tKe fall of 4inJ rule in East Turkestan 
reSresenteG a GisruStion in tKe orGer of tKe worlG tKat FoulG only be 
e[SlaineG by FosmiF forFes� AFross tKe te[t� SayrčmҸ sKows tKat� wKile tKe 
emSeror·s anFestry maGe Kim a Sotential Must ruler� tKe stability of CKinese 
rule GeSenGeG on tKe sovereiJn·s astroloJiFal fortunes� as well as Kis anG 
otKer rulers· Giϸerent abilities to GefenG tKe SKariaK� In tKis sense� 
SayrčmҸ·s aFFount SlaFes CKinese Sower into tKe framework of traGitional 
Perso� IslamiF Kistory� writinJ�

On one KanG� SayrčmҸ·s stories reϰeFt tKe realities of interaFtinJ witK tKe 
4inJ� wKile on anotKer� tKey GeSiFt tKe 4inJ sovereiJn as a Must ruler in tKe 
moGe of Perso� IslamiF kinJsKiS in tKe Sost� MonJol era��� TKis ́ saFral moGelµ 
emerJeG after tKe GeatK of tKe last FaliSK in %aJKGaG in ����� wKiFK Sro�
founGly GisruSteG tKe orGer of autKority in tKe IslamiF worlG� AFForGinJ to 
tKe saFral moGel� a ruler is Kimself aSSointeG by GoG� wKo enGows Kim witK 
Givine suSSort anG FKarisma� TKe kinJ Gemonstrates anG maintains tKis 
manGate of sovereiJnty � � tKrouJK FonTuest anG benevolent rule� 
FombattinJ tyranny � � wKile SromotinJ MustiFe � �� In tKis vision of 
rule� tKe Must kinJ is a Gistant anG GisinteresteG arbiter� not unlike tKe iGeal�
i]eG emSeror in %eiMinJ� He is not iGle� nor Goes Ke intervene in soFiety� save 
to Sromote tKe SKariaK� GoG·s will on EartK� TKese new iGeas of kinJsKiS 
Jrew out of tKe e[SerienFe of tKe MonJol FonTuests� wKiFK� like tKe events 
of miG� nineteentK� Fentury ;inMianJ� GemanGeG KistoriFal e[Slanation� 
Generally� tKis e[Slanation entaileG reFastinJ CKinJJisiGs as Must rulers 
GesSite tKeir slauJKter of Muslims� DisFourses of leJitimation FlaimeG� 
for e[amSle� tKat CKinJJis was a ´tool of GoGµ anG a means for tKe broaG 
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establisKment of Islam��� Similarly� tKe IlkKaniG ruler H�leJ� �r� ����² ���� 
known mainly as a Gestroyer of Islam anG tKe very man wKo orGereG tKe 
FaliSK·s e[eFution� Fame to be GeSiFteG not lonJ after Kis GeatK as a Fonvert 
Kimself��� �SayrčmҸ of Fourse later GisaJreeG witK tKese assessments�� Soon� 
astroloJy� as tKe FalFulation of Gestiny from tKe stars unGer wKiFK one was 
born� was also useG to suSSort tKe iGea of tKe MonJol FonTuests as events 
orGaineG by Heaven� TKis is to say tKat tKe aGaStation of MonJol Sower to an 
IslamiF SaraGiJm took SlaFe very raSiGly anG was initiateG mainly by tKe 
subMeFts of tKe new kKans� ratKer tKan by tKe rulers tKemselves�

TKese elements of tKe SolitiFal tKeory of Sost� MonJol IslamiF Central 
Asia were e[SanGeG anG reϮneG unGer Amir Timur �´Tamerlane�µ ����² 
����� anG Kis GesFenGants in Central anG SoutK Asia��� TKrouJKout tKat 
time� GesFent from tKe ́ worlG� FonTuerorµ CKinJJis .Kan remaineG a neFes�
sary FonGition of SolitiFal leJitimaFy� but mystiFism anG astroloJy Fame to 
Slay an inFreasinJly imSortant role in tKe Kistories of TurFo� MonJol Muslim 
rulers� Timur� for e[amSle� was GeSiFteG as a mystiFal reSetition of tKe Sre�
vious worlG� FonTuerors Ale[anGer tKe Great anG CKinJJis .Kan� TKe rise 
anG fall of states FoulG tKus be GeSiFteG as a matter of SreGestination� 
wKetKer by tKe leJitimaFy or illeJitimaFy of GesFent� tKe MustiFe or tyranny 
of tKe ruler� or tKe rise anG fall of tKeir star� SayrčmҸ aSSlies tKis Perso� 
IslamiF framework of kinJsKiS to CKinese Sower in orGer to make tKe unfa�
miliar intelliJible� TKe 4inJ FoulG inGeeG SroGuFe MustiFe� but only tKrouJK 
tKe instruments of CKinese bureauFraFy�

SayrčmҸ� as GisFusseG in FKaSter �� attemSteG to unify tKe Kistory of 
IslamiF revelation witK tKe anFient Kistory of CKina in orGer to Gemon�
strate tKe imSerfeFtion of CKinese rites �li�� He Fontrasts tKis Sino� 
normative� SKariaK� like system of rules GeriveG from sFriSture witK tKe 
formal written law of tKe Lifanyuan� wKere tKe latter tySiϮeG Sre� ���� 
4inJ rule anG was a reliable sourFe of MustiFe� An e[tenGeG aneFGote Gem�
onstrates tKat tKe olG 4inJ emSerors� wKen Setitions from tKeir Muslim 
subMeFts FoulG reaFK tKem� assiGuously investiJateG tKe misGeeGs of For�
ruSt oϲFials anG GetermineG tKeir SunisKments aFForGinJ to statutes � � 
from CKinese lü ���� :Kile tKe statutes of tKe 4inJ CoGe FoulG be maGe 
Fommensurate witK SKariaK� tKe ForruSteG CKinese revelation reiJninJ in 
tKe late 4inJ FoulG not�

Similarly� SayrčmҸ e[Slains tKe rise anG fall of eaFK ruler in tKe nine�
teentK Fentury in terms of MustiFe � � anG tyranny � �� two 
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FonFeSts tKat suϸuseG IslamiF SolitiFal GisFourse in Central Asia anG 
beyonG� ´-ustiFeµ meant SroteFtinJ tKe SKariaK� wKiFK was of Fourse wKat 
tKe emSeror KaG aJreeG to Go wKen� aFForGinJ to SayrčmҸ� Ke FonverteG 
seFretly to Islam� ´Tyranny�µ or tKe violation of tKe SKariaK� resulteG from 
tKe GisruStion of anFestral Fovenants� SayrčmҸ tKus e[Slains tKat tKe FKaos 
of tKe Muslim uSrisinJs was not isolateG to tKe NortKwest: ratKer� as of ����� 
tKe 4inJ was SlaJueG by enemies botK internal anG e[ternal� mireG in Fivil 
war anG GefenGinJ aJainst %ritisK invasion� SayrčmҸ·s reason for tKis sKat�
terinJ of tKe state is simSly tKat tKe TonJ]Ki emSeror �r� ����² ��� was ill 
starreG³ tKat is� born unGer an infeliFitous aliJnment of Felestial boGies��� 
AFForGinJ to SayrčmҸ� TonJ]Ki·s astroloJers aGviseG Kim tKat ´tKe aliJn�
ment of tKe sSKeresµ GiFtateG tKat CKina·s ill fortune FoulG not be lifteG 
until TonJ]Ki Kimself GieG�

MeanwKile� on tKe otKer enG of tKe emSire� YaTࡃb %eJ·s star rose� At tKe 
reTuest of some of tKe Fombatants in .asKJar� tKe kKan of .KoTanG KaG 
sent YaTࡃb %eJ alonJ witK a kKwaMa from a fameG lineaJe� TKe .asKJar faF�
tion KoSeG tKat a kKwaMa woulG Sossess tKe reliJious autKority neFessary to 
establisK a leJitimate Jovernment� wKile .KoTanG souJKt to e[SanG its 
Sower into tKe vaFuum left by tKe 4inJ witKGrawal� InsteaG� YaTࡃb %eJ 
sei]eG Sower for Kimself��� To SayrčmҸ� wKo was Kimself a Sartisan of tKe 
kKwaMas of .uFKa� YaTࡃb %eJ·s GisKonorable usurSation was tKe Ϯrst aFt of 
a traJeGy� TKe enerJetiF ruler establisKeG IslamiF rule aFross East Turkes�
tan� but Ke GiG so tyranniFally� at tKe e[Sense of otKer Muslims� Moreover� 
MullaK Mࡃsa tells us� Ke was Srone to Ϯts of wratK � � tKat unGer�
mineG Kis ability to SroGuFe MustiFe�

)or SayrčmҸ� tKe iGea tKat tKe line of CKinese kinJs is e[tremely anFient� 
anG tKat CKina is unGer GoG·s sSeFial SroteFtion� KelSs to e[Slain tKe Gown�
fall of YaTࡃb %eJ: EaFK of tKe Jreat worlG� FonTuerors� SayrčmҸ asserts in 
various SlaFes� trieG anG faileG to FonTuer CKina��� TKe Ϯrst was Ale[anGer� 
wKo establisKeG a kinG of temSorary mastery over CKina� but was ulti�
mately seGuFeG by its women·s FKarms��� TKe same was true of CKinJJis 
.Kan� wKo fouJKt tKe ruler of CKina to a Graw anG insteaG e[SanGeG Kis 
realm eastwarG by marryinJ a CKinese SrinFess� SuFK an assertion ϰies in 
tKe faFe of all of tKe worlG Kistories� loFal Kistories� anG FolleFtions of 
stranJe stories known to Kave FirFulateG in East Turkestan at tKe time� 
inFluGinJ SayrčmҸ·s sourFe te[ts��� Lastly� Amir Timur� uSon GireFtinJ Kis 
armies towarG CKina� was struFk GeaG by GoG·s will� TKis aSSears to be 
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SayrčmҸ·s own interSretation of Timur·s GeatK on tKe eve of Kis CKina Fam�
SaiJn� but wKile it FontraGiFts Kis sourFes� it sSeaks to tKe GanJers of 
Kubris� It reϰeFts in turn on tKe reasons for YaTࡃb %eJ·s own failure³ anG 
inGeeG� SayrčmҸ Falls YaTࡃb %eJ a ´seFonG Timur�µ�� .KčliGҸ anG SayrčmҸ 
botK relate tKat YaTࡃb %eJ� by tKe time Ke reFeiveG tKe FaliSK·s reFoJni�
tion� seemeG FaSable even of FonTuerinJ CKina� TKis is not neFessarily a 
ϰatterinJ FomSarison� as SayrčmҸ takes Sains to relate Timur·s Fruelty anG 
Gemonstrate tKat Ke was an enemy of Islam���

As tKe oStimism of tKe early YaTࡃb %eJ era Jave way to tKe reali]ation of 
Kis Fruelty� tKe TonJ]Ki emSeror maGe tKe fateful GeFision to fake Kis own 
GeatK� TonJ]Ki SubliFly was interreG in tKe 4inJ imSerial tombs but seFretly 
liveG out Kis life elsewKere on tKe surfaFe� TonJ]Ki·s son �in reality Fousin� 
GuanJ[u asFenGeG tKe tKrone in Kis steaG but was too younJ to rule� So� 
tKrouJK wKat SayrčmҸ Falls a ´bi]arre ritual�µ Heaven� EartK� anG tKe boy·s 
motKer all JifteG Kim e[tra years of aJe� TKe astroloJers founG tKat younJ 
GuanJ[u·s star was at its ]enitK� anG so Ke orGereG tKe reFonTuest of ;inMi�
anJ anG tKe rest of CKina� brinJinJ tKe time of FKaos to an enG� )rom tKis 
SersSeFtive� suFK MustiFe was only Sossible beFause of tKe emSerors· oriJinal 
SroteFtion of Islam� TKe brief SerioG of tyranny FoulG not be attributeG to 
any aFtion tKat TonJ]Ki KaG taken� but ratKer to a FosmiF weakeninJ of Kis 
ability to maintain tKe institutions tKat ensureG MustiFe� Nor was GuanJ[u·s 
ability to restore tKe imSerial orGer a matter of Kis etKniFity� but ratKer a 
FombineG funFtion of Kis anFient GesFent� tKe Fovenant between tKe TanJ 
emSeror anG Kis Muslim subMeFts� anG tKe aliJnment of tKe stars�

In May ����� YaTࡃb %eJ was in Kis SalaFe in .uFKa as tKe tiGe of war 
FloseG in uSon Kim� SayrčmҸ� for Kis Sart� attributeG tKe Fause of tKe Koly 
warrior·s GeatK to tKe same wratK tKat KaG leG Kim to massaFre innoFent 
Muslims� AFForGinJ to SayrčmҸ� tKat raJe inFreaseG until it FoulG no lonJer 
be suSSresseG� anG YaTࡃb %eJ turneG Kis Fruel KanG to tKe fatal beatinJ of 
a loyal retainer��� In Kis e[Kaustion afterwarG� Ke FalleG for FolG tea to 
refresK Kimself� YaTࡃb %eJ raiseG tKe FuS to Kis liSs anG ´GiG not Grink tKe 
FolG tea but Grank tKe wine of GeatK� He tumbleG� fell to tKe ϰoor� anG 
stayeG tKere�µ SayrčmҸ tKus lenGs YaTࡃb %eJ·s life a traJiF narrative by 
FastinJ Kim as a forFe for MustiFe anG Koly warrior wKose wratK Grove Kim 
to unMust aFtions� anG tKerefore Fost Kim tKe tKrone�

4urbčn AlҸ .KčliGҸ �����² ����� SroviGes a less mystiFal� but no less 
GamninJ� e[Slanation for tKe fall of YaTࡃb %eJ anG restoration of 4inJ 

                 
           

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



ᇖᇹዘዧኂወᇹᅐ႐ቈ ᅵዘዧወ႐ቨᇀᅵበᅵቨዧ ႐ቨᅡ ዧᇖᅵ ᅵቨᅡ ኂᆦ ᅵበኹᇹወᅵ

[ ��� ]

rule��� AFForGinJ to Kis aFFount� YaTࡃb %eJ lost tKe loyalty of tKe SeoSle 
tKrouJK Kis own Fruelty at tKe KeiJKt of Kis viFtories aJainst tKe kKwaMas of 
.uFKa� Like Amir Timur before Kim� YaTࡃb %eJ was tKouJKt to be FaSable 
of FonTuerinJ CKina³ but as witK Amir Timur� wKo GieG on tKat eastwarG 
FamSaiJn� suFK Kubris siJnaleG Kis Gownfall� InsteaG� tKe aGvanFinJ ;ianJ 
Army TuiFkly JaineG tKe loyalty of tKe e[KausteG natives of MoJKulistan 
by JivinJ tKem suSSlies to farm anG feeG tKemselves� YaTࡃb %eJ� in tKis 
aFFount� reali]eG tKat Ke FoulG not oSSose tKe CKinese witKout ϮJKtinJ Kis 
own SeoSle� anG ultimately� ´Ke set Kimself to ruin�µ��

SayrčmҸ·s assumStion of tKe anFientness of CKina anG its emSeror·s line 
of GesFent SermitteG Kim to e[Slain tKe temSorary Kiatus in 4inJ rule� TKe 
loJiF of MustiFe anG tyranny in turn sKoweG Kow a Must non� Muslim emSeror 
FoulG Gefeat a tyranniFal Muslim ruler� His reFoJnition of two forms of law 
oSeratinJ witKin tKe emSire solveG tKe mystery of tKe emSire·s transfor�
mation as tKe usurSation of tKe Sower of a Must sultan� like emSeror by 
lower� level aJents sSreaGinJ a ForruSt revelation� AstroloJy fateG one ruler 
or anotKer� Kowever� to suFFess anG failure beyonG tKeir eartKly Fontrol� 
After all� SayrčmҸ� TuotinJ sFriSture� freTuently reminGs Kis reaGers tKat 
GoG Jrants tKe Frown to wKom He will anG removes it from tKe KeaGs of 
tKose He will� CKina must also obey tKese rules�

TKe Eternal EmSeror anG tKe EnG of tKe :orlG

:Ken taken toJetKer� tKis FomSle[ of iGeas from Perso� IslamiF traGition� 
reϮJureG tKrouJK tKe e[SerienFe of CKinese rule� forms a Sowerful means 
to e[Slain tKe viFissituGes of Kistory� So muFK is Flear from a Fontinuation 
of tKe  by GKulčm MuєammaG .Kan of YarkanG �n�G����� 
GKulčm MuєammaG beJan tKis FKroniFle arounG tKe time of SayrčmҸ·s 
GeatK in ���� anG FontinueG writinJ it tKrouJK ASril ����� He not only SiFks 
uS wKere SayrčmҸ leaves oϸ but aGoSts anG e[SanGs uSon SayrčmҸ·s analy�
sis of SolitiFs in orGer to aFFount for tKe fall of 4inJ Sower in tKe ;inKai 
Revolution of ����² ��� He Goes so by arJuinJ tKat tKe 4inJ fell beFause of 
tKe GisruStion of Muslim families in ;inMianJ� anG tKe enG of tKe Jenuine 
imSerial line�

TKe FKroniFle beJins its story not in GKulčm MuєammaG·s Kometown of 
YarkanG� but in %eiMinJ in ���� witK a suFFession Frisis� TKe ;uantonJ 
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emSeror� Ke relates� KaG no FKilGren� anG so tKe future of tKe royal line was 
in Tuestion� One ForruSt minister sees in ;uantonJ·s SreGiFament an 
oSSortunity: Ke Soisons tKe emSeror� wKose lovinJ motKer Gies of Jrief� 
wailinJ uSon tKe JrounG witK Ker son in Ker arms� %otK are interreG in tKe 
4inJ imSerial tombs in a sFene evokinJ SayrčmҸ·s GeSiFtion of tKe burial of 
TonJ]Ki� MeanwKile� tKe minister Kas FonsSireG to SlaFe Kis own FKilG 
uSon tKe tKrone� anG so enG tKe anFient line of CKҸn� AJain� a ´bi]arre rit�
ualµ ensueG� ensurinJ tKat tKe small FKilG JaineG several years of aJe anG 
reaFKeG tKe Soint of maturity neFessary for Kim to beFome emSeror� AFtu�
ally� tKe events of tKis Frisis as GKulčm MuєammaG Sresents tKem reϰeFt 
not tKose of ����� but insteaG tKe asFent of tKe GuanJ[u emSeror·s Fousin 
Puyi to tKe tKrone in ����� inFluGinJ tKe near� simultaneous GeatKs of 
GuanJ[u anG of Kis fameG aunt� tKe emSress GowaJer Ci[i �����² ������ 
GuanJ[u at tKe time of Kis GeatK was inGeeG FKilGless� anG it was Kis two� 
year� olG Fousin wKo was FrowneG tKe ;uantonJ emSeror� Rumors abounGeG 
tKat Ci[i SoisoneG Ker neSKew ratKer tKan see Kim Jain substantial Sower 
after Ker own GeatK³ anG inGeeG� Ci[i KaG aborteG tKe HunGreG Days· 
Reform tKat woulG Kave maGe GuanJ[u an emSeror in faFt as well as in 
name� SuFK intriJue maGe tKe JoinJs� on at tKe Fourt in %eiMinJ an obMeFt 
of interest aFross tKe emSire� Puyi was a toGGler wKen Ke beJan Kis reiJn� 
but tKis is immaterial to tKe substanFe of GKulčm MuєammaG·s story: 
tKat tKe enG of tKe Jenuine royal line of CKina brouJKt about a new era of 
FKaos�

)or reasons tKat GKulčm MuєammaG never makes Flear� tKe ForruSt 
aGviser is obsesseG witK tKe GestruFtion of tKe Muslim SeoSle anG violation 
of tKe anFient Fovenant between tKe Muslim emSeror anG Kis subMeFts��� He� 
tKrouJK Kis son tKe false emSeror� FommanGs tKat sFKools be built aFross 
;inMianJ� TKese sFKools forFe younJ boys to learn tKe CKinese lanJuaJe so 
tKat fatKers anG sons Fan only sSeak to eaFK otKer tKrouJK an interSreter³ a 
tonJFKi� GKulčm refers of Fourse to SreFisely tKe SroJram of eGuFation tKat 
=uo =onJtanJ anG tKe ;ianJ Army unGertook in tKe late 4inJ� but also to 
tKe role of tonJFKi in FreatinJ anG maintaininJ enmities between tKe sons 
of Nࡃє� TKe reemerJenFe of tonJFKi inGiFates tKe sKatterinJ of tKe imSerial 
orGer emboGieG in tKe 4inJ anG foresKaGows tKe return to FKaos� tKe reen�
aFtment of tKe Givisions tKat tKrew tKe worlG into FonϰiFt�

In GKulčm MuєammaG·s tellinJ� GoG is unwillinJ to FountenanFe suFK 
inMustiFe� anG so Ke sKatters tKe 4inJ� wKiFK tKen falls into Fivil war� :Kat 
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follows is tKe FollaSse of KereGitary emSires aFross Asia:�� tKe Russian Tsar 
is GeSoseG by %olsKeviks� wKile SalaϮs Jain Sower in tKe HeMa] anG Gestroy 
SilJrimaJe sites in MeFFa anG MeGina tKat otKer Muslims FonsiGereG 
saFreG� GKulčm MuєammaG attributes botK aFtions to tKe rise of CKristi�
anity anG EuroSean inϰuenFe� Soon -aGiGism� IslamiF moGernist reform�
ism� unGermines tKe FaliSK in tKe Ottoman realm� anG tKen sSreaGs in 
AfJKanistan anG .asKmir� GKulčm MuєammaG FomSares tKe breakGown� 
anG in SartiFular tKe assault on tKe Koliest sites in Islam� to tKe Day of tKe 
EleSKant� tKe event in tKe year of tKe ProSKet·s birtK in wKiFK tKe ruler of 
EtKioSia besieJeG MeFFa witK Kis armies of eleSKants� Time aSSears to folG 
baFk on itself in tKis aFFount� as tKe events of tKe SerioG of revelation reaS�
Sear Must as tKe imSerial anG IslamiF orGers botK break Gown� GKulčm 
MuєammaG is a traGitionalist in tKis reJarG� as tKe reSetition of events 
from tKe early Gays of Islam KeralGs tKe FominJ aSoFalySse�

TKrouJKout tKis narrative� Kowever� GKulčm MuєammaG maintains tKe 
emSeror of CKina as a FKaraFter in Kis aFFount of Kistory� AmiG tKe FKaos 
Ke sees in tKe ReSubliF �  � CKinese minguo� anG tKe :arlorG Era� Ke 
GeSiFts tKe emSeror as a Must ruler traSSeG in Kis SalaFe� unable to Fommu�
niFate witK Kis subMeFts� )inally� Ke writes in �����

TKere is no kKan� but tKey Kave Sut a man nameG Yan [HuiTinJ] in Kis  SalaFe� � � �  
TKe KiJKest oϲFial of eaFK SrovinFe anG its Jeneral� tKey are not loyal to tKe 
kKan but Kave beFome kinJs tKemselves� TKey take ta[es from tKeir lanGs anG 
FolleFt tKem in tKeir treasury� anG tKey aSSoint oϲFials aFForGinJ to tKeir own 
will� If tKe kKan orGers tKem to senG solGiers� tKey Go not senG tKem� If Ke 
orGers tKem to senG money� tKey Go not senG it� TKey take matters into tKeir 
own KanGs� anG if tKere is a FaSital Fase� tKey Go not inform tKe kKan as tKey 
GiG before� but FommanG as tKey will� Nor is Yan [HuiTinJ] a GesFenGant of tKe 
kKan� He Fannot Go anytKinJ�

AFForGinJ to tKis GeSiFtion� tKe Frisis of tKe FollaSse of tKe 4inJ anG its 
aftermatK was funGamentally one of leJitimaFy� TKe CKinese SresiGent Yan 
HuiTinJ �in Sower -uly ����² -une ������ GKulčm MuєammaG Soints out� is 
no royal� TKe kKan Kas no Sower to FommanG or mobili]e³ anG inGeeG� 
Puyi was livinJ out Kis Gays in tKe royal SalaFe as a Sowerless ϮJureKeaG� 
GKulčm MuєammaG reali]es in ���� tKose tKinJs tKat FKanJeG about CKi�
nese rule in ;inMianJ witK tKe arrival of tKe ;ianJ Army in ����: FaSital 
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Fases are not reSorteG to %eiMinJ� but MuGJeG loFally� Ser tKe rule of ´e[eFu�
tion on tKe sSot�µ No ta[es reaFK tKe treasury� but tKey fall into oϲFials· 
own KanGs� InGeeG� it is as tKouJK it took Ϯfty years for SayrčmҸ anG Kis 
Fontinuator to Fome to terms witK tKe enG of tKe olG reJime³ or� Ser our 
GisFussion of trauma in FKaSter �� tKe usual amount of time for an event to 
sliS from livinJ memory into FolleFtive memory�

TKe enG of tKe emSire results from tKe enG of MustiFe anG tKe violation 
of tKe Fovenant between tKe sovereiJn anG tKe SeoSle� wKiFK is in turn 
tKe result of tKe enG of tKe royal line of tKe Muslim emSeror FonverteG 
GurinJ tKe ProSKet·s embassy� TKe CKinese Go not lose Sower beFause 
tKey are inϮGels� or Jain it beFause of tKe inϮJKtinJ tKat followeG YaTࡃb 
%eJ·s GeatK³ ratKer� tKe emSire fails beFause FosmiF forFes Getermine 
tKat it will� beFause tKe royal line of Must kinJs is ForruSteG� or beFause 
tKose faFtors leaG it to violate a saFreG Fovenant witK its Muslim subMeFts� 
Its suFFess� Fonversely� Gerives from tKe uninterruSteG ϰow of imSerial 
MustiFe� GKulčm MuєammaG·s Kistory of tKe Sost� 4inJ worlG bears out 
SayrčmҸ·s Fombination of tKese e[Slanatory meFKanisms into a tKeory of 
kinJsKiS�

%einJ CKantou in .KaTanistan

:Kere SayrčmҸ anG tKose like Kim FoulG be e[SliFit anG systematiF about 
tKe reasons for tKe sKatterinJ of tKe sons of YčϮtK into Fommunities 
GeϮneG by lanJuaJe anG GesFent� SoSular GisFourse FoulG be more or less 
e[SliFit or soSKistiFateG� Yet tKe same basiF Tuestions about tKe nature of 
GiϸerenFe were beinJ workeG out in soFiety� as sKown over tKe Sast several 
FKaSters� TKese Tuestions FoalesFeG arounG tKe iGentiϮFation of CKantous� 
as oSSoseG to Musulmans� anG tKeir relationsKiS witK CKinese Sower�

AbGullaK ށoskčmҸ� an aFerbiF observer of East Turkestani life� wrote an 
unFKaritable verse about tKose wKo souJKt assoFiations witK CKinese 
Sower anG CKinese settler Fulture:��

Some CKantous marrieG anG never SrofesseG tKeir faitK�
GoinJ about lookinJ like Muslims� but not in tKeir Kearts�
MotKers anG fatKers� elGer brotKers anG teaFKers� masters anG GisFiSles 

seSarateG
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AnG went about maGly in tKe JriS of avariFe� forJettinJ tKeir ´OK� Master�µ 
� ���

ConTuereG� tKey beFame suFFessors to a SKariaK� less orGer � ����

I was sKoFkeG³ tKey Fannot JrasS tKat it is FommanGeG to Go ablutions onFe 
one is marrieG���

´Muslimµ � � Goes not suit tKem³ tKey are animals� � � �  
In tKis worlG� tKere·s no more waitinJ SerioG between a bitFK·s GivorFe anG 

remarriaJe � � �  
:itK suFK women� anG witK tKeir KusbanGs� tKere is notKinJ liFit�
TKeir belief in man� anG� wife is Must a sKow�
TKey Jet tKeir way of beinJ Muslim � � from tKeir way of beinJ 

CKantou �Chantoluq����

Plainly� ށoskamҸ obMeFteG to tKose Musulmans wKo violateG wKat Ke 
unGerstooG to be traGitional marriaJe� tKe ´baG womenµ wKom Kis Fon�
temSoraries maGe into SariaKs� He was likewise FritiFal of tKose wKo Flam�
oreG for oϲFe anG submitteG to tKe Slan to ´make tKe SeoSle into %eiMinJ� 
style mullaKsµ � ���� TKe stuGyinJ of CKinese 
FoulG be a Jreat aGvantaJe to some� but a traGitionalist Muslim sFKolar 
suFK as ށoskamҸ GeriGeG it as a means to seek a fortune at tKe e[Sense of 
faitK� OrGinary SeoSle beFame CKinese ́ mullaKs�µ tKe FleriFs of a ForruSteG 
revelation�

In ށoskamҸ·s aFFount� marriaJe anG tKe family subseTuently fell aSart� 
as tKouJK FKanJes in sFKoolinJ anG se[ual relations were Sart of tKe same 
GisruStion of IslamiF soFiety³ inGeeG� as we Kave seen over tKe Fourse of 
tKis book� tKey were tKe two FKief elements of tKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt� A 
´CKantou�µ in SayrčmҸ·s estimation� Goes not resSeFt IslamiF law� but 
insteaG turns to tKe CKinese� wKose law serves tKeir SurSoses Giϸerently��� 
ImSliFitly� assoFiation witK tKe aGministration� wKerein a Musulman woulG 
reJularly enFounter tKe label chantou� aϸeFts tKeir treatment of family 
matters� SointinJ to tKe ;ianJ Army·s interventions in tKe funGamental 
unit of soFial orJani]ation anG tKe loFus of moral eGuFation� After all� as we 
Kave seen in TurSan� a Muslim FoulG FKallenJe tKe IslamiF orGer at tKe 
yamen� )or ށoskamҸ� illiFit se[ual relations are an aϸront to tKe bounGeG�
ness anG inteJrity of tKe Muslim� anG sSeFiϮFally Musulman� Fommunity� 
)inally� wKereas normative IslamiF SraFtiFe in tKis SerioG anG SlaFe 
inFluGeG sKrine visitation anG SartiFiSation in SuϮ rituals� tKe CKantou 
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Kave FeaseG to enJaJe witK it� In sKort� ށoskamҸ says tKat CKantou are 
Musulmans wKo Kave forJotten Kow to be Muslims� InsteaG� wKen tKey 
SretenG to SraFtiFe Muslim� ness � �� tKey in faFt aFt aFForGinJ 
to beKaviors learneG in tKe Sursuit of Sersonal beneϮt tKrouJK assoFiation 
witK tKe CKinese� tKeir CKantou� ness �Chantoluq��

�oskčmҸ·s obMeFtions are reϰeFteG in an essay written from a very Giϸerށ
ent SersSeFtive� as nationalist revolutionaries also Grew on saFreG Kistory 
to reMeFt tKe term Chantou� On OFtober ��� ����� as ϮJKtinJ in .asKJar Fon�
tinueG between Turks� .yrJy]� anG Hui� an eGitorial aSSeareG in tKe oϲFial 
SaSer of tKe Turkist revolutionaries�  �

�� One writer� soon to be a founGer of tKe East Turkestan ReSubliF� 
wrote unGer tKe title ´Are :e Turks" Or Chantous"µ:��

TKe wKole worlG knows tKat tKe SeoSle of East Turkestan Fome from tKe revereG 
anG famous Greater Turk nation� TKere is no neeG to GisFuss tKis� AltKouJK tKis 
faFt Kas beFome Flearer anG Flearer� we Kave been Jiven a nameG by tKe iJno�
rant� biJoteG CKinese SeoSle: CKantou� � � �  

Our Fountry� our lanG� is Turk� Not CKantou� � � �  How GiG it Fome to be tKat 
tKe nation of East Turkestan is not FalleG by its own name� but CKantou" It is 
saiG tKat CKantou Fomes from tKe CKinese for ´wraSSinJ a turban arounG one·s 
KeaG�µ beFause tKe CKinese say chan to mean ´wraSSinJ�µ anG tou means ́ KeaG�µ 
so tKis means ´SeoSle wKo wraS tKeir KeaGs�µ

ReJarGless� we are tKe FKilGren of Turk� son of YčϮtK� Unlike tKose wKo Kave 
taken on tKis name CKantou tKat an alien nation Kas FalleG us� we Fannot Gis�
FarG tKe true name tKat our fatKers Kave SasseG Gown to us for a tKousanG 
tKousanG years�

TKe autKor� Srobably tKe eGitor 4utluJK SKawTҸ �����² ������ also invokes 
tKe Turks· Sossible GesFent from Ale[anGer tKe Great� His anJer at tKe use 
of ´CKantouµ Soints not only to its Servasiveness in East Turkestan� but to 
its inFomSatibility witK tKe Turkist vision of Kistory� ´CKantouµ makes no 
Flaim to familial or KistoriFal oriJin³ from tKe SersSeFtive of iGeoloJiFal 
Turkism� it is antinational� a misiGentiϮFation of a JrouS of SeoSle tKat 
Genies tKem tKeir KeritaJe� In its SlaFe� SKawTҸ aSSroSriates saFreG Kistory 
anG tKe story of -aSKetiF GesFent to formulate a mytK of Fommon GesFent�

 oskčmҸ anG SKawTҸ botK reaFteG aJainst tKe SoSular aGoStion of tKeށ
term Chantou as a term of self� iGentiϮFation��� As muFK is Flear from tKe 
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interviews tKat .atanov FonGuFteG in TurSan anG 4umul in tKe early ����s� 
wKerein Kis informants freTuently use tKe term� However� tKeir attituGes 
towarG it FonϮrm wKat ށoskčmҸ suJJesteG³ tKat a CKantou is someKow a 
lesser form of Musulman� anG tKat to Fall oneself a CKantou is to aFFeSt one·s 
fallen state� as tKe worG is useG in tKe Fonte[ts of Srostitution anG venereal 
Gisease� NevertKeless� some useG tKe term in a way tKat lent it Sower anG 
KistoriFal sSeFiϮFity� As DaviG %roSKy Kas SointeG out� tKe 4umul rebels 
wKose eϸorts leG to tKe East Turkestan ReSubliF early on referreG to tKem�
selves anG tKe nation tKey reSresenteG as tKe ´CKantou SeoSles�µ aSSarently 
SointinJ to all of tKe Giϸerent JrouSs wKom tKe CKinese KaG so labeleG���

InGeeG� as we Kave seen� wiGesSreaG use of tKe term Chantou emerJeG 
from FonϰiFts over Kistory� SroSerty� anG belonJinJ tKat took SlaFe in tKe 
Fonte[t of CKinese Sower� :Kile CKantou was not a formal label� in tKat it 
KaG no leJal meaninJ� nevertKeless its semiformal use in GoFuments anG as 
a Servasive term in CKinese GisFourse lent it Sower� As is often tKe Fase in 
Folonial Fonte[ts� suFK FateJories Jain soFial reality� anG sometimes larJer� 
sFale iGentities FoalesFe arounG tKem��� In tKis Fase� Musulman anG TurkiF 
nationalist elites botK souJKt to Fombat tKe use of Chantou as a term of self� 
iGentiϮFation� as it inGe[eG tKe oSSression anG assimilation tKat tKey 
souJKt to enG� SayrčmҸ anG .KčliGҸ woulG seem to aJree� as tKey SlaFe tKe 
worG Chantou into tKe moutKs of iJnorant or ForruSt CKinese: ´It is Must a 
SassinJ CKantou�µ saiG tKe fatKer� before Kis sons GieG at tKe KanGs of an 
anJry JKost���

TKe GeϮnition of JrouSness witK referenFe to tKe emSire also imSlieG a 
sSatial relationsKiS witK tKe imSerial Fenter� Musulman writers freTuently 
FontrasteG tKeir own Sosition as ´loFalsµ � � witK tKe immiJrant CKi�
nese� In tKe late 4inJ� writers beJan to FKaraFteri]e tKe oriJin of CKinese 
SeoSle as ´witKin .KaTanµ � �� suJJestinJ tKat tKe term was syn�
onymous not witK tKe emSeror �tKe �� but witK tKe emSire��� TKe 
Ϯrst known aSSearanFe of tKis translation is aFtually in a CKaJKatay transla�
tion SublisKeG in tKe ����s of a CKinese te[t �itself oriJinally in EnJlisK� 
on smallSo[ vaFFination tKat tKe SrovinFial Jovernment GistributeG��� It 
GesFribes someone ϰeeinJ into CKina as JoinJ ´into tKe interior of .KaTan�µ 
Similarly� some sourFes refer to tKe CKinese as ´from .KaTanµ � �� 
analoJous to beinJ ´from Turkestanµ � ���� TKis FonFeStion of CKina 
transformeG aJain into ³ ́ .KaTan� lanGµ or ´EmSeror of CKina� 
lanG�µ like AfJKanistan� HinGustan� or even � ´Russia�µ��
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:e see .KaTanistan aJain� anG witKout Fomment� in tKe sFKoolwork of 
FKilGren at tKe SweGisK mission in .asKJar in tKe years ����² ����� �See maS 
����� TKese maSs were SroGuFeG bilinJually in CKaJKatay anG CKinese by 
botK Musulman anG CKinese� sSeakinJ FKilGren� wKo also learneG EnJlisK 
at tKe sFKool� In CKinese� tKe ReSubliF is labeleG ´FomSlete maS of CKinaµ 
�CKinese Zhongguo quantu�� anG yet tKere is written above it in Flear Arabo� 
Persian sFriSt ´.KaTanistan�µ TKe maS is a sFraS� nestleG between a KosSi�
tal reSort anG a reFiSe for almonG buns³ suFK is tKe state of tKe arFKive of 
;inMianJ·s Kistory in tKe early ReSubliF� NevertKeless� we Fan look arounG 
tKe rest of tKe maS to see Kow a FKilG writinJ in .asKJar in tKe ����s miJKt 
Kave labeleG Kis or Ker SlaFe in tKe ReSubliF: Tibet is botK �EnJlisK�  
anG �ManGarin� Xizang� HonJ .onJ is  anG Xianggang� .orea is 

 anG Chaoxian� MonJolia  anG Menggu� anG ManFKuria botK 
 anG dong san sheng� ´tKe tKree �nortK�eastern SrovinFesµ� anG so 

MAP ��� MaS of CKina Grawn by a sFKoolFKilG� ����² ��� Riksarkivet� StoFkKolm� 
SE�RA�������������� Ϯle of RaFKel O� :inJate� PKotoJraSKeG by tKe autKor�
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on� As suFK� it Mu[taSoses in nearly every Fase an AnJloSKone term� written 
in CKaJKatay sFriSt� witK a CKinese one� TKe e[FeStions are .KaTanistan 
anG� of Fourse� ;inMianJ� tKe name of wKiFK is written solely in CKinese 
�Xinjiang� anG in CKaJKatay transliteration � ��

YanJ =enJ[in·s nominally ReSubliFan reJime KaG self� FonsFiously main�
taineG imSerial institutions anG values� meaninJ tKat tKe ;inKai revolu�
tion in ;inMianJ as seen from tKe JrounG was not so muFK tKe enG of tKe 
4inJ as a reversal of late� 4inJ SoliFies of assimilation��� However� tKe infra�
struFture of late� 4inJ rule remaineG in tKe form of yamens� CKinese oϲ�
Fials� anG tKe bounGaries between aGministrative units� TKere was no more 
emSire³ insteaG� tKe CKinese SeoSle KaG GeFlareG a new era tKat� as far as 
most Musulmans knew� was FalleG tKe � tKe ´ReSubliF�µ anG Fon�
sisteG mainly of FKaos in CKina SroSer� TKe olG imSerial territory of ;inMi�
anJ was funFtionally inGeSenGent yet FlaimeG to be Sart of CKina� TKis 
Foe[istenFe of tKe imSerial anG tKe SostimSerial fostereG a stranJe Ful�
tural eϸeFt� SartiFularly as tKe reJion inFreasinJly fell unGer Russian� anG 
later Soviet� inϰuenFe anG tKe Gomination of %ritain anG its InGian subMeFts 
FontinueG� TKe imaJe of tKe emSeror in %eiMinJ SersisteG� as GiG tKe FateJo�
ries of GiϸerenFe tKat tKe emSire KaG blinGly KelSeG to SroGuFe�

* * *

:e FonFluGe witK a reversal: a Musulman miJKt refer to tKemselves by CKi�
nese terms� as a CKantou livinJ in SKinJManJ� wKiFK was witKin an emSire 
GeϮneG in Perso� IslamiF anG TurkiF terms� as tKe kKan in %eiMinJ ruleG 
.KaTanistan� SuFK a formulation was unGerstanGably anatKema botK to 
tKe JatekeeSers of IslamiF ortKoGo[y anG to TurkiF nationalists� AnG yet� it 
sSeaks to a set of symbols tKat for a time beFame Sowerful in tKe East 
Turkestani Fonte[t� TKose imaJes of tKe emSeror beFame relevant botK 
beFause of tKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt anG GesSite it: tKe Must� seFretly Muslim 
emSeror stooG not for sometKinJ Sresent� but for sometKinJ tKat was 
believeG to Kave been lost� an iGeali]eG imSerial Sast of MustiFe anG SroteF�
tion for tKe Muslim Fommunity� a nostalJia for a state of aϸairs tKat to 
some GeJree KaG e[isteG before ���� but tKat in retrosSeFt KaG aFFrueG a 
Kost of otKer meaninJs� SayrčmҸ·s Kistory of anFient SeoSles is not Must an 
e[Slanation of tKe allianFes anG enmities tKat Ke saw� or for tKe Fentral 
SlaFe of CKinese Sower in tKe GeϮnition of ;inMianJ·s Fommunities� but an 
e[Sression of nostalJia�
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His anG GKulčm MuєammaG·s work is strikinJly similar in aSSroaFK 
anG Fontent to tKe Sost� 4inJ reimaJination of tKe Sast by tKe MonJolian 
%uGGKist monk =ava DamGin LubsanJGamGin �����² ������ wKo likewise 
useG tKeoloJy to FonstruFt a GisFourse of SresenFe anG absenFe in tKe 
wake of tKe emSire·s FollaSse��� Like tKe writers from East Turkestan� =ava 
DamGin trieG to reFlaim tKe Giverse SeoSles of Inner Asia tKrouJK a saFreG 
te[tual traGition� frameG tKe GeFline of tKe 4inJ in terms of FosmiF time� 
anG tieG tKe Kistory of MonJolia intimately to tKat of tKe lost emSire� His 
´KybriG� Founter� moGern %uGGKismµ also inForSorateG SoSular stories 
anG transmitteG knowleGJe about tKe outsiGe worlG� Must as SayrčmҸ anG 
GKulčm MuєammaG brouJKt sSeFiϮF elements of tKe loFal e[SerienFe of 
imSerial rule anG vernaFular te[ts to bear on tKeir Kistories� TKeir sSeFiϮF 
GeSiFtion of tKe tonJFKi as tKe aJents of GisruStion� for e[amSle� woulG 
Kave maGe little sense in otKer IslamiF Fonte[ts� :Kile =ava DamGin surely 
never knew SayrčmҸ or GKulčm MuєammaG� tKeir writinJs sSeak to tKe 
same FonFern witK loss anG reFovery� tKe SersistenFe anG absenFe of tKe 
4inJ� In tKis sense� all of tKem are more in Karmony witK someone like Liu 
DaSenJ �����² ������ tKe SKan[i ConfuFian wKo lonJ outliveG tKe 4inJ anG 
sSun Kis own antimoGernist beliefs from tKe traGitions Ke KelG Gear��� 
MuFK as GKulčm MuєammaG� or for tKat matter AbGullaK ށoskčmҸ� Friti�
Fi]eG tKe ReSubliF� so GiG Liu interSret omens anG Fonsult tKe 
Changes to unGerstanG tKe FKaos tKat emerJeG arounG Kim�

None of tKese writers� as Henrietta Harrison Soints out� is ´tySiFalµ³ no 
one is� To tKe Fontrary� tKeir eϸorts to syntKesi]e anG e[Slain tKe worlG 
arounG tKem are e[FeStional for Kow tKey reϰeFt tKe enFounter of 4inJ� 
era Fommon sense witK tKe Sost� 4inJ orGer� On tKe one KanG� we Kave wit�
nesseG tKe ways in wKiFK Musulmans e[SlaineG tKeir worlG in tKe absenFe 
of a Flear eϸort on tKe Sart of tKe 4inJ to Freate an iGentity for tKem� At tKe 
same time� we see in tKe label ´CKantouµ tKe state·s ability to interSellate 
subMeFts into SartiFular Sositions anG iGentities� :Kere tKere is a SolitiFs of 
reSresentation� JrouSness emerJes unbiGGen in FomSle[ anG unSreGiFt�
able ways as tKe Gramas of everyGay FonϰiFt Slay out in tKe tKeater of Mus�
tiFe� TKerefore� wKile we e[SeFt Folonial FateJories to Fontain traFes of tKe 
systems tKat maGe tKem� we sKoulG not suSSose tKat CKantou� ness was tKe 
SerfeFt imSression of tKe 4inJ emSire� To tKe Fontrary� it emerJeG tKrouJK 
tKe institutions of loFal law anG SolitiFs� FombineG witK tKe Musulman 
imaJination of CKina� :Kile tKe ´Must emSerorµ tKat GKulčm MuєammaG 
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imaJineG KavinJ been loFkeG away in %eiMinJ was a ϮFtion� it was nevertKe�
less a Sowerful one� anG one tKat simultaneously leJitimi]eG tKe system 
unGer wKiFK Musulmans KaG onFe liveG anG e[SlaineG tKe FKaos of tKe 
Sresent� AFross tKe bureauFratiF GistanFe� tKe emSeror beFame an abstraFt 
ϮJure� TKis ϮJure took uS resiGenFe in tKe strateJiF information JaS 
between Jovernment anG soFiety tKat left suFK room for reSresentational 
Slay�
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ON MARCH ��� ����� in a Kouse in Mayfair tKat no lonJer stanGs� GeorJe 
MaFartney mounteG tKe Gais at tKe Central Asian SoFiety�� MaFartney 
�����² ����� was arJuably %ritain·s Jreatest livinJ e[Sert on East Turkestan� 
KavinJ been tKe %ritisK reSresentative anG later Fonsul at .asKJar for some 
twenty years� TKe KistoriFal reForG� at least as tKe InGia OϲFe reForGeG it� 
woulG aSSear to suSSort tKat MuGJment� as MaFartney inGeeG FarrieG out 
Kis Guties witK a sinJular reJarG for tKe nuanFes of tKe soFiety in wKiFK Ke 
liveG� albeit for tKe beneϮt of tKe %ritisK EmSire� TKe title of MaFartney·s 
leFture was ´TKe CKinese as Rulers Over an Alien RaFe�µ anG in it� Ke out�
lineG tKe aFtivities of CKinese oϲFials� wKom Ke reJarGeG as follow imSeri�
als� anG tKeir Folonial SroMeFt in ;inMianJ� It seemeG to Kim tKat tKe olG 
4inJ reJime KaG reSresenteG a more raSaFious anG e[Sloitative Jovern�
ment� wKile unGer tKe new one� CKinese souJKt to rule tKeir ´GoFileµ sub�
MeFts Jently anG by Sersuasion�

One FoulG easily reJarG MaFartney·s arJument as tKe KistoriFal smokinJ 
Jun: an imSerialist knew emSire wKen Ke saw it� MaFartney Kimself KaG 
been FKosen for tKe assiJnment to .asKJar in Sart beFause of Kis own 
SeFuliar KeritaJe: Ke was a relative of tKe LorG MaFartney� wKo leG tKe 
famous %ritisK embassy to tKe Fourt of 4ianlonJ in ����� GeorJe MaFart�
ney·s motKer was also CKinese� anG altKouJK Ke rarely sSoke of Ker� otKer 
:esterners founG in Kis faFe tKe imSliFation of a sSeFial FonneFtion to anG 
knowleGJe of CKina� GeorJe MaFartney·s Kistory was bounG uS witK emSire� 

ConFlusion
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PerKaSs Kis self� awareness SroviGeG a Fertain insiJKt into tKe FomSle[ 
soFiety in wKiFK Ke was stationeG� or SerKaSs it was Kis stuGy of tKe Persian 
lanJuaJe³ eitKer way� tKe auGienFe at tKe Central Asian SoFiety e[SeFteG 
MaFartney to KolG fortK witK autKority on a lanG tKey FonsiGereG sinJu�
larly e[otiF anG fasFinatinJ�

To tKe moGern sFKolar of emSire� Kowever� MaFartney·s remarks 
aSSear simSlistiF� so muFK so tKat tKey betray Kis siJniϮFant knowleGJe 
anG e[SerienFe� It must be remembereG tKat MaFartney sSoke to an auGi�
enFe of relative neoSKytes� anG ones wKose minGs were SreoFFuSieG witK 
tKe so� FalleG ´Great Game�µ tKe FomSetition between %ritisK anG Russian 
interests in Central Asia� MaFartney invokeG tKe Jame� as Kis SurSose 
was eviGently to FommuniFate tKe neeG to FonsiGer tKe 4inJ itself an 
emSire witK interests in Central Asia� anG one enJaJeG in FomSarable 
teFKniTues� so tKat tKe FaStains of emSire miJKt reJarG it witK tKe 
resSeFt anG SersSiFaFity Gue to a wortKy foe� MaFartney was intimately 
familiar witK tKe ;ianJ Army Fommunity·s oϲFials wKo were stationeG 
in anG arounG .asKJar� anG often workeG Flosely witK tKem� MaFartney 
KiJKliJKteG Kow� before tKe uSrisinJs� tKe 4inJ KaG been Fontent to Jov�
ern tKe Musulmans from a GistanFe� wKile after� tKe ;ianJ Army KaG 
taken aGvantaJe of ´tKe natural GoFility of tKe JoverneG raFeµ to enJaJe 
in a new kinG of Jovernment� It was not for tKe ´self� aJJranGi]ementµ 
tKat EuroSean imSerialism GisSlayeG� Ke saiG� but ratKer for tKe Gefense 
of CKina anG tKe beneϮt of its subMeFts unGer ´tKe moral eTuiSment of a 
suSerior orGer�µ In tKe terminoloJy of toGay·s KistoriFal analysis� MaFart�
ney was GesFribinJ SreFisely tKe sKift from a GeFentrali]eG imSerialism 
to a Fivili]inJ SroMeFt SreGiFateG on tKe simultaneous inFlusion anG 
e[Flusion of a Fulturally GistinFt SeoSle�

ProvinFial Treasurer :anJ SKu·nan� writinJ in tKe same year� woulG 
Kave aJreeG� In FKaSter �� we saw Kow :anJ FomSareG ;inMianJ to )renFK 
InGoFKina anG %ritisK InGia anG founG it wantinJ in FomSarison� ;inMianJ� 
:anJ arJueG� ouJKt to abanGon its Fivili]inJ SroMeFt anG Sursue insteaG a 
brutal Folonial autoFraFy Griven by resourFe e[traFtion� HaG tKe ;inKai 
Revolution not broken out in ����� tKis FomSonent of :anJ·s Slan miJKt 
Kave suFFeeGeG� TKe revolutionaries faileG� but tKe GamaJe to tKe Srovin�
Fial system was Gone: tKe ;ianJ Army� for all tKeir venality anG iGeoloJiFal 
inϰe[ibility� KaG at least maintaineG a Fommitment to Jovern� Yuan·s 
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suFFessor� YanJ =enJ[in� took :anJ SKu·nan·s vision to Keart but larJely 
laFkeG tKe means to imSlement it�

TKe :anJ� Yuan� YanJ revolution in ;inMianJ·s Jovernment tKrows into 
relief tKose tKinJs tKat were GistinFt about tKe reFonstruFtion SerioG� 
Hunanese rule was Folonial in tKe sense of tKe Grive to assimilate anG to 
enaFt violenFe aJainst an internal OtKer� it was not as obviously Folonial in 
tKe SrovinFial Jovernment·s aSSroaFK to resourFes� :as ;inMianJ Folonial" 
I arJue tKat tKe situation tKat obtaineG unGer ;ianJ Army rule in ;inMianJ 
was similar enouJK to Folonialism to merit SroGuFtive FomSarison� How�
ever� it is tKe viFissituGes of tKe Folonial SroFess tKat are revealinJ³ its 
manifestations in tKe everyGay� in tKe soFial anG Fultural³ more tKan tKe 
often abortive anG bunJlinJ Slans tKat its rulers maGe�

In sum� reFonstruFtion was intenGeG to ameliorate GiϸerenFes between 
SeoSle anG assimilate tKem to an elite norm� InsteaG� its institutions Sro�
viGeG a new anG Sowerful lanJuaJe witK wKiFK to reSresent GiϸerenFe� TKe 
SraFtiFal eϸeFts of reFonstruFtion meanwKile fostereG new tensions tKat 
mainly surrounGeG issues relateG to family: se[� marriaJe� SarentaJe� 
GeatK� EϸeFtively SoliFinJ vertiFal bounGaries between JrouSs� wKetKer 
over membersKiS in a family or ownersKiS of a Slot of lanG� often meant 
invokinJ tKe Sower of tKe yamen tKrouJK tKe lanJuaJe of Satrilineal 
GesFent anG tKe SatriarFKal institutions� suFK as resettlement of ´baG 
women�µ tKrouJK wKiFK tKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt oSerateG� TKe yamen in turn 
interSellateG its Musulman subMeFts into tKe Sosition of ´CKantouµ via 
interSreters wKose iGentity anG aFtivity seemeG so unFanny as to warrant 
tKe sSeFial SseuGo� CKinese label ´tonJFKi�µ In suFK a soFial anG Fultural 
Fonte[t� as SeoSle souJKt to e[Slain Kistory anG reFlaim a KeritaJe lost to 
war� tKey imaJineG a sSeFial FonneFtion between tKe CKinese Fenter anG 
tKe Muslim SeriSKery loFateG not in tKe reFent turmoil but somewKere 
GeeS in Kistory� TKese are SKenomena we may e[SeFt from Folonialism�

Colonialism

TKis stuGy beJan witK a seeminJly simSle Tuestion about ;inMianJ·s reFon�
struFtion era: How GiG TurkiF Muslims write about 4inJ or CKinese rule" 
ReaGinJ CKaJKatay sourFes Flosely anG SlaFinJ metKoGoloJiFal Sriority on 
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tKe lives of tKe GisloFateG anG GisSossesseG revealeG a set of Fentral Fon�
Ferns tKat arose wKen Musulmans enFountereG anG wrote about CKina anG 
tKe CKinese: family� translation� MustiFe� anG tKe GeaG� ReaGinJ aFross tKe 
KistoriFal reForG� anG SlaFinJ manusFriSts into GialoJue witK tKe bilinJual 
arFKive� illuminateG in turn institutions anG iGeoloJies tKat GireFtly anG 
intentionally sKaSeG tKose FonFerns� as well as FonϰiFts tKat surrounGeG 
tKe same tensions� New subMeFtivities formeG in tKe enFounter witK a new 
leJal system alonJ witK tKe transJression of intimate bounGaries� TKe 
researFK was Grawn ineluFtably into a FomSarison witK otKer Folonial 
Fases� as tKe literature on Folonialism aGGresses tKe same Sroblems of life 
unGer FonGitions of Keteronomy�

NevertKeless� it is wise to be Fautious of tKe FomSarative SroMeFt� esSe�
Fially as tKere is a sFKolarly tenGenFy to Fontrast tKe 4inJ emSire witK a 
sort of EuroSean KySerreal³ an imaJination� striSSeG of tKe Getails� of tKe 
Kistory of Euro� AmeriFan Folonialism tKat forms a benFKmark for Fom�
Sarison� as tKouJK EuroSe were tKe subMeFt of all Folonial Kistories�� An 
imaJineG %ritisK InGia� in SartiFular� is freTuently invokeG in GisFussions 
arounG 4inJ Foloniality� altKouJK Folonial InGia itself was a vast reJion in 
wKiFK multiSle SroMeFts of Gomination oSerateG in Giϸerent anG overlaS�
SinJ sSaFes anG Giϸerent ways� As -erome CoKen onFe Sut it� :estern leJal 
Kistorians useG to FomSare a CKinese reality witK a Euro� AmeriFan iGeal� 
SoseG as a universal tKeory� anG FonseTuently founG tKat CKina never 
staFkeG uS to tKeir imaJinations of tKemselves�� TKe GeniJration of CKi�
nese imSerial law was insultinJ anG unSroGuFtive� anG we are riJKt to 
Sursue more Ϯnely JraineG FomSarative SroMeFts� At tKe same time� tKe 
faFt tKat some asSeFt of tKe 4inJ Goes not look SreFisely like wKat we 
imaJine )ranFe to Kave been� or tKat its e[Sansion is not a SerfeFt reϰeF�
tion of %ritisK InGian Kistory� Goes not absolve tKat state anG its myriaG 
aFtors of tKe Sotential to enJaJe in some kinG of Folonialism� To tKe Fon�
trary� imSerialism anG Folonialism are transKistoriFal SKenomena tKat 
manifest more intensely or Giϸusely in Giϸerent Fonte[ts� anG we sKoulG 
not be surSriseG wKen investiJatinJ any e[Sansive state to ϮnG SroMeFts 
aGMaFent to Folonialism in form� Fontent� anG results�� TKis ´imminent 
loJiF of Folonialismµ is a useful obMeFt of analysis� wKile tySoloJy is simSly 
a means to formulate Tuestions about it� I Kave tKerefore enGeavoreG to 
take uS Emma TenJ·s Fall to use Folonialism as a JrounGs for arJument 
anG e[Sloration��
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As MaFartney remarkeG in Kis sSeeFK in Mayfair� tKe moGe of Gomina�
tion in late� 4inJ ;inMianJ aSSeareG surSrisinJly Jentle� too Jentle for :anJ 
SKu·nan·s taste� InGeeG� an e[amination of FaSital Fases from late� 4inJ ;in�
MianJ reveals a surSrisinJly low inFiGenFe of violent FonϰiFt between  SeoSle 
wKom autKorities iGentiϮeG as belonJinJ to Giϸerent FateJories: CKinese� 
Musulman� Hui� anG so on� TKe Musulman� maMority reJions of soutKern 
;inMianJ in SartiFular were Falm anG stable� SaFiϮeG by stronJ loFal traGi�
tions of GisSute resolution anG tKe SresenFe of establisKeG IslamiF leJal 
institutions� In Fontrast� tKe CKinese� maMority NortK GemonstrateG tKe 
FKaraFteristiFs tySiFal of a frontier soFiety� witK KiJK levels of violenFe sur�
rounGinJ Gebt anG se[� tKe latter owinJ to low numbers of marriaJeable 
CKinese women� :Kere Musulmans anG CKinese Fame into FonϰiFt� it was 
usually over Gebt� a Sroblem tKat tKe SrovinFial Jovernment iGentiϮeG as 
CKinese merFKants· takinJ aGvantaJe of imSoverisKeG Musulmans� Never�
tKeless� tKat same Jovernment aGvanFeG a narrative of tKe reJion·s insta�
bility anG tKe neeG for e[FeStional measures to Fontrol its Muslim SoSula�
tion� TKat GisFourse MustiϮeG tKe Fontinual renewal of tKe e[FeStional 
violenFe of ´e[eFution on tKe sSot�µ an instrument of SolitiFs anG tKe Ser�
formanFe of sovereiJnty tKat SoseG a Hunanese Fonservative moralism 
over anG aJainst imSerial law� :e Fan tKerefore iGentify two asSeFts of 
late� 4inJ ;inMianJ tKat are Fommonly assoFiateG witK Folonial emSire: 
e[ternal merFKant networks tKat e[SanGeG into a new reJion alonJsiGe 
tKeir military allies anG e[SloiteG tKe reJion·s SeoSle� anG a narrative of 
FKaos anG Fivili]ation MustifyinJ a SroJram of e[traMuGiFial SunisKments� 
InGeeG� tKere is sometKinJ of %ritisK InGia in tKis story� Fertainly of tKe 
]one of e[FeStion in tKe frontier reJions�

TKe FomSlement of tKat SroJram was tKe establisKment of sFKools� 
wKiFK Kas lonJ been noteG in tKe sFKolarly literature� TraFinJ tKe intel�
leFtual lineaJe of tKe sFKool SroJram reveals tKat it was not simSly a result 
of tKe FomSulsion of tKe Gominant to aFFulturate tKe OtKer� but tKat its 
intelleFtual roots lie in a sSeFiϮF lineaJe of ConfuFian tKouJKt� TKe rami�
ϮFations of tKe ;ianJ Army JrouS·s SreoFFuSation witK transforminJ tKe 
family truly beFome aSSarent only uSon oSeninJ tKe arFKives of tKe ´rites 
seFtionµ of tKe TurSan yamen� wKiFK GoFument a torrent of Fases revolv�
inJ arounG resettlement� marriaJe� anG se[ual assault� reSresenteG 
tKrouJK tKe euSKemistiF lanJuaJe of ´FKastity�µ )ollowinJ tKe arFKive for�
warG Soints to a sKiftinJ SolitiFs of belonJinJ FentereG on tKe family tKat 
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emerJes not only from leJal GoFuments� but also in broaGer GisFourses of 
loss anG reFovery� As tKe Hunanese SerioG FontinueG� a SolitiFs of mi[inJ 
Fame to tKe fore� TKese Gimensions of Gomination anG estranJement 
invite FomSarison witK Fivili]inJ SroMeFts in SlaFes as Giverse as CanaGa� 
witK its resiGential sFKools tKat forFibly FonverteG anG aFFulturateG inGiJ�
enous SeoSle� anG tKe DutFK East InGies� witK its FomSliFateG SolitiFs of 
raFe anG intimaFy�

All of tKis Soints to Flear Sarallels witK Folonialisms elsewKere� SartiFu�
larly of tKe settler anG missionary varieties� but more imSortantly sSeaks 
to tKe kinGs of tensions tKat emerJe in KeteroJeneous soFieties in wKiFK 
one JrouS is more Flosely aϲliateG witK tKe Gominant JoverninJ Flass but 
is also GominateG by tKem� TKat is� TurSan was a SlaFe in wKiFK CKinese 
soMourners� settlers� anG solGiers of varyinJ iGentities anG aϲliations Fame 
to artiFulate a Fommon Fause anG iGentity over anG aJainst tKe Muslim 
OtKer� GesSite tKeir suborGination to elite CKinese oϲFials� wKo SossesseG 
tKeir own Fommon iGentity� Albert Memmi reminGs us to attenG not only 
to tKe Folonialist� as we Kave Gone in tKe GisFussion of tKe ;ianJ Army 
elite� but to tKe Folonial anG tKe Foloni]er� outsiGers of lower stanGinJ witK 
FomSliFateG relationsKiSs to tKe Folonial SroMeFt�� A fuller aFFount of CKi�
nese settler life in tKis SerioG remains to be written� as Goes a Kistory of tKe 
merFKant JrouSs tKat e[tenGeG into ;inMianJ� NevertKeless� it is Flear tKat 
life in TurSan was not GeϮneG solely by etKniF FonϰiFt� but tKat soFioeFo�
nomiF GiϸerenFes were at least as imSortant a faFtor in sKaSinJ tKe ten�
sions of everyGay life� anG tKat etKnoreliJious iGentities anG eFonomiF 
Sositions were interrelateG� TKe se[ual eFonomy esSeFially Grew tKose 
interseFtions into stark relief�

NevertKeless� it is imSortant to nuanFe tKe FomSarison between tKe East 
Turkestan Fase anG Folonialisms elsewKere� TKe sSeFiϮF manner in wKiFK 
tKe SrovinFial system inteJrateG non� CKinese SeoSles foFuseG tKe aFtion 
of Jovernment anG resultinJ GisFourses of GiϸerenFe on matters of ritual 
anG SroSriety� wKiFK is to say� family� TKe SeFuliar te[tual aSSaratus 
enFouraJeG Fertain moGes of self� Sresentation anG self� narration tKat 
imSlieG a subMeFt witK tKe emotional resSonses anG sSeeFK tKat a maJis�
trate e[SeFteG from normative CKinese subMeFts� Musulmans tKerefore 
maGe tKemselves leJible to CKinese Sower in strateJiF ways� anG wKile tKe 
tonJFKis wKo enableG tKat SroFess alloweG tKem to Jain Sower tKrouJK 
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reSresentation� Musulmans also learneG tKrouJK tKat enFounter tKe Fon�
seTuenFes of beinJ a CKantou� SuFK self� fasKioninJ as a CKinese� sSeakinJ 
subMeFt is arJuably tKe essenFe of tKe oft� touteG Sower of CKinese Fulture 
to attraFt anG transform tKe OtKer: wKere tKe institutions anG iGeoloJy of 
tKe emSire were useful� SeoSle learneG to enJaJe witK tKem� anG JraGually 
beFame aFFustomeG to tKem�

TKe SrovinFial system·s built� in SreferenFe for moral JuiGanFe over leJal 
intervention anG maintenanFe of a strateJiF information JaS FonGitioneG 
tKe FKannels tKrouJK wKiFK interFultural FontaFt took SlaFe� TKe more 
formali]eG inteJration of Muslim autKorities into tKe Jovernment in some 
Sarts of tKe Russian emSire inFluGeG tKe Freation of a muftiate tKrouJK 
wKiFK to reJulate tKe aϸairs of Muslim subMeFts�� TKe late� 4inJ ;inMianJ 
Jovernment·s formal reMeFtion of tKose autKorities� but Fovert enJaJement 
witK tKem� sKifteG tKe site of Fontestation between leJal systems anG forms 
of autKority to tKe loFal level� below tKe veil tKat seSarateG a maJistrate or 
SrefeFt from tKe soFiety Ke nominally JoverneG� A Floser Sarallel to tKe 
;inMianJ Fase may be Russian Central Asia followinJ its abortive Ge� 
IslamiFi]ation�� TKere too tKe Russians ruleG witK a relatively liJKt KanG� in 
tKat tKeir attemSts to establisK sFKools reaFKeG only tKe elite� wKile Sar�
tiFiSation in tKe HaMM anG IslamiF institutions suFK as Sious enGowments� 
altKouJK SerFeiveG as Sotential sourFes of GanJer� ´barely reJistereG in tKe 
oϲFial FonsFiousness�µ InsteaG� IslamiF law anG leJal SraFtitioners were 
inteJrateG into tKe Russian aGministration in a manner not Gissimilar to 
%ritisK InGia� in tKat oϲFials attemSteG to FoGify IslamiF law anG loFal Fus�
tom anG to reJulate tKe oSeration of tKe IslamiF Fourts� It woulG be Furious 
to see Kow CKinese aGministrators in ;inMianJ woulG Kave attemSteG to 
FoGify IslamiF law� or to reFonFile tKe maJistrate anG tKe Muslim MuGJe� 
InsteaG� tKe work of GisSute settlement� anG FonseTuently of JraGual aFFul�
turation� mainly took SlaFe below tKe veil anG only emerJeG oFFasionally 
into tKe oϲFial FonsFiousness�

;inMianJ in tKe late 4inJ was in tKese ways similar to any SrovinFe in tKe 
late 4inJ� altKouJK its Sroblems of FommuniFation anG meGiation aFross Ful�
tures maGe tKe GistanFe between tKe maJistrate anG Kis subMeFts even more 
aSSarent� TKe ;ianJ Army·s invoFation of Hunan anG tKe Satterns of Fultural 
GiϸerenFe tKey enFountereG in tKe SoutK was tKerefore aSt� TKis also suJ�
Jests tKat a better Soint of FomSarison woulG be a SrovinFial SroMeFt in 
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Taiwan� wKiFK was similar to ;inMianJ·s in its oriJins but GiverJeG in its SatK 
of GeveloSment� Taiwan·s SrovinFeKooG was no foreJone FonFlusion� as its 
SoSulation was mainly non� CKinese� TKe 4inJ KaG been Fontent to maintain 
Sart of tKe islanG as a SrefeFture of )uMian anG leave tKe rest to aG KoF 
arranJements tKat freTuently inteJrateG aboriJinal Fustom into struFtures 
of autKority anG GisSute resolution�� In tKat sense� Taiwan was like muFK of 
tKe soutKern frontier� inFluGinJ tKe Miao borGerlanGs� wKere sSeFial ´Miao 
statutesµ emerJeG for GealinJ witK interetKniF GisSutes��� However� in ����� a 
sKiSwreFk of -aSanese sailors on Taiwan·s eastern Foast leG to a Frisis of 4inJ 
sovereiJnty not unlike tKat wKiFK =uo =onJtanJ invokeG in Kis arJuments 
for reFonTuerinJ ;inMianJ� TKat Frisis resulteG in ���� in tKe aSSointment of 
SKen %ao]Ken �����² ��� as Taiwan·s Ϯrst Jovernor� SKen� like =uo =onJtanJ� 
GeveloSeG a Flose relationsKiS witK Lin =e[u anG attraFteG tKe attention of 
=enJ Guofan GurinJ tKe TaiSinJ war� :Ken =uo reFeiveG Kis assiJnment to 
tKe NortKwest� Ke SasseG Kis )u]Kou SKiSyarG SroMeFt on to SKen� TKeir 
eϸorts on eitKer enG of tKe emSire ouJKt to Kave run Sarallel to eaFK otKer�

NevertKeless� =uo anG SKen belonJeG to Giϸerent faFtions witKin jingshi 
anG tKe Self� StrenJtKeninJ Movement� :Kere =uo was a traGitionalist� 
SKen enFouraJeG :estern� style eGuFation anG aGoStinJ :estern teFKnol�
oJy on a muFK larJer sFale��� In Taiwan� SKen·s sFKools GiG not teaFK tKe 
aboriJines tKe ClassiFs� but insteaG tKe Minnan variety of CKinese sSoken 
in )uMian��� TKeir SurSose was not to inFulFate tKe ConfuFian traGition so 
muFK as to assimilate SeriSKeral subMeFts to normative CKinese life� :Kere 
=uo GesireG a GireFt relationsKiS between tKe Musulmans anG tKeir maJis�
trate� SKen establisKeG new formal intermeGiaries wKo woulG sSeak for 
aboriJines� :Kile botK men anG tKeir followers enFouraJeG aJriFulture� 
SKen was more FonFerneG witK tKe e[Sloitation of Taiwan·s lanG anG 
resourFes� SKen·s suFFessor� Liu MinJFKuan �����² ���� likewise bore a strik�
inJ resemblanFe to =uo·s SrotpJp� Liu -intanJ� in tKat Ke beJan life in rural 
AnKui� fouJKt aJainst tKe Nian in tKe ;ianJ Army� anG Fame to Jovern a 
new SrovinFe in its Ϯrst years��� Taiwan beFame a SrovinFe in ����� one 
year after ;inMianJ� but neitKer Liu -intanJ nor Liu MinJFKuan believeG 
tKat tKeir FKarJes were SreSareG anG insteaG askeG to Gelay SrovinFeKooG� 
DesSite tKose FonFerns� Taiwan·s GeveloSment SroFeeGeG in a manner tKat 
reϰeFteG tKe Sriorities of a moGerni]inJ state� builGinJ infrastruFture to 
ma[imi]e tKe SroGuFtivity of natural resourFes� TKis GeveloSmental tra�
MeFtory FontinueG after tKe -aSanese anne[ation of tKe islanG in �����
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Some of tKe reasons for Taiwan·s anG ;inMianJ·s GiverJenFe are obvious: 
Taiwan was not unGerJoinJ reFonstruFtion after years of violenFe� nor was it a 
vast� ariG reJion of Tuestionable eFonomiF value to tKe emSire� RatKer� it was 
an islanG easily aFFessible to traGe tKat KaG been e[SortinJ resourFes to tKe 
mainlanG for GeFaGes anG KaG been unGer some form of Foloni]ation sinFe tKe 
seventeentK Fentury��� SKen·s reforms� wKiFK inFluGeG tKe FonstruFtion of 
railroaGs anG teleJraSK lines well before tKese were introGuFeG in tKe NortK�
west� FontributeG to tKe islanG·s earlier GeveloSment of manufaFturinJ� In 
many ways� Ke followeG a lonJstanGinJ tenGenFy in 4inJ Jovernment wKereby 
SoliFy in Taiwan was Griven mainly by ϮsFal neeGs� wKile Fultural FonFerns 
remaineG seFonGary��� In ;inMianJ� tKe balanFe was reverseG� as subsiGies suS�
SorteG tKe SroMeFt of eGuFation anG resettlement� anG tKe eFonomy remaineG 
unGerGeveloSeG� =uo =onJtanJ·s followers early on attemSteG to Gerail tKe 
Fivili]inJ SroMeFt anG Freation of tKe SrovinFe wKen it beFame Flear tKat tKe 
sFKools were not SroGuFinJ tKe e[SeFteG moral men� NevertKeless� tKe early 
foFus on reFonstruFtion� as tKey KaG SraFtiFeG it in Sost� TaiSinJ CKina SroSer 
anG in tKe Muslim NortKwest� sKaSeG tKeir JovernanFe from tKat Soint 
onwarG� wKile SKen anG CKen·s Taiwan more immeGiately SursueG a JraGual�
ist SoliFy of assimilation� %otK reJions saw tKe imSortation of tKe SrovinFial 
system� but its eϸeFts GiϸereG�

AttenGinJ to tKe Fore� SeriSKery GynamiF also illuminates broaGer sys�
temiF FKanJe� ImSerialism is a FyFle of GeveloSment� anG as a GiaJnostiF we 
may aSSly a simSle tySoloJy of imSerial leJal reJimes: tKe 4inJ in ;inMianJ 
was onFe a FonϮGent� SluralistiF state� but by its last GeFaGes� it GisSlayeG 
features of a weakeneG emSire� in wKiFK sovereiJnty was usurSeG by tKe 
elite Flass of one of its subMeFt SeoSles��� Lauren %enton FKaraFteri]eG tKis 
as a sKift from tKe GeFentrali]eG early moGern emSire to ´KiJK Folonial�
ism�µ TKe Hunanese elite·s KomoJeni]inJ enterSrise was a GesSerate 
attemSt to save tKe imSerial system in orGer to safeJuarG ConfuFian soFio�
moral SrinFiSles� a law witKout law� However� tKey believeG tKat GoinJ so 
reTuireG tKe abroJation of tKe Slural imSerial system itself anG KomoJeni�
]ation of tKe SeoSle witKin its territory� TKis sKift in strateJies Kas lonJ 
been aFknowleGJeG in tKe sFKolarly literature� inFluGinJ tKe sSeFial role 
tKat Hunanese leaGers SlayeG in it anG tKe imSliFit reGeϮnition of tKe 4inJ 
as a CKinese� ratKer tKan ManFKu� leG� state���

)rom tKe tKeoretiFal SersSeFtive oϸereG by FritiFal Folonial leJal stuG�
ies� Kowever� ;inMianJ·s GesiJnation as a Sersistent ]one of e[FeStion Soints 
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to a FKanJe not simSly in tKouJKt anG strateJy� but in tKe very FonFeStion 
of sovereiJnty��� TKe imSosition of an e[traleJal� law� like reJime of moral�
ism� aFFomSanieG by tKe unFKeFkeG Sower to SunisK� sKifteG tKe Sower 
over life anG GeatK from tKe KanGs of tKe emSeror into tKose of ;ianJ Army 
leaGers wKo KaG SroFlaimeG tKemselves tKe JuarGians of tKe rites� TKis 
inGiFates tKe emerJenFe of a seSarate ]one of sovereiJnty witKin 4inJ ter�
ritory but one JoverneG by CKinese elites³ sSeFiϮFally Hunanese aGKerents 
of jingshi³ aFForGinJ to Sino� normative iGeas of imSerial subMeFtKooG� Its 
leJal reJime SreϮJureG tKat of tKe early ReSubliF� wKen e[traMuGiFial FaSi�
tal SunisKment was also instituteG broaGly early on� nominally as a means 
to Fontrol a FKaotiF soFiety��� )rom tKis SersSeFtive� ;inMianJ·s e[FeStional 
Sosition witKin tKe late 4inJ Soints to an inFKoate CKinese imSerial SroM�
eFt� witKin wKiFK tKis borGerlanG territory was a site for tKe SerformanFe 
of sovereiJnty tKrouJK violenFe�

TKat SroMeFt� Kowever� was abortive� TKe interveninJ Fentury Kas wit�
nesseG insteaG a layerinJ of multiSle forms of imSerial anG Folonial SroMeFts� 
:anJ SKu·nan·s Slan for ;inMianJ was SreGiFateG on tKe suborGination of 
Musulman subMeFts to CKinese in serviFe of resourFe e[traFtion anG tKe 
GominateG SeoSle·s assimilation tKrouJK SunisKment� anG it was e[SliFitly 
FrafteG in a EuroSean moGe followinJ tKe brutally violent Folonialisms of tKe 
)renFK anG otKers� alonJ witK tKeir tKeories of raFial ineTuality� Yet it was 
sKort liveG� as tKe state rarely SossesseG tKe FaSaFity to intervene forFefully 
in soFiety or tKe eFonomy� at least not until tKe arrival of Soviet KeJemony in 
����� InsteaG� tKe aftereϸeFts of tKe Fivili]inJ SroMeFt enGureG tKrouJKout 
tKe YanJ =enJ[in era as tKe state retreateG furtKer� TKe Soviet Union·s imSe�
rialism of free nations followeG� as well as tKe ReSubliF of CKina·s ϰailinJ 
attemSts to Fo� oSt UyJKur nationalists� anG tKen tKe false Sromise of etKniF 
autonomy unGer tKe PeoSle·s ReSubliF of CKina� It was not until tKe late ����s� 
Kowever� tKat tKe SraFtiFes anG traFes of tKe late 4inJ faGeG away at tKe loFal 
level� TKis loFal Kistory in East Turkestan bears furtKer investiJation�

IGentity anG History

TKe otKer Sersistent FonFern of ;inMianJ KistorioJraSKy� aSart from emSire� 
is iGentity� SFKolars sometimes sSeak of ´etKnoJenesis�µ tKe Freation of etK�
niFity� as tKouJK a FolleFtive iGentity were Jlass to be melteG in a FruFible or 
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metal forJeG at a Fertain Keat� Certainly� 4inJ emSire anG reFonstruFtion 
sKaSeG Musulman� ness or CKantou� ness as we Kave enFountereG tKem in 
tKis book� However� SostFolonial Kistorians Kave lonJ souJKt to resFue Kis�
tory from tKe nation� to GisentanJle our analytiFal frames from tKe enGless 
searFK for etKnonational FateJories� anG searFK insteaG for tKe KiGGen 
JenealoJies of JrouSness tKat nationalism obsFures��� After all� as RoJers 
%rubaker arJues� reliJion� lanJuaJe� anG etKniFity are all ways of aFtinJ anG 
SerforminJ JrouS belonJinJ tKat seem natural anG Ϯ[eG��� SuFK iGentiϮFa�
tions resemble one anotKer anG naturally tenG to ϰow toJetKer anG aSart� 
Yet tKis book Kas sKown Kow Fertain kinGs of friFtion enJenGer a KarGeninJ 
of bounGaries� a Ϯ[inJ in SlaFe of Kistory� territory� anG belonJinJ�

One key faFtor is KistoriFal trauma� TKeorists Kave SointeG to tKe imSor�
tanFe of FolleFtive struJJle in tKe formation of national FonsFiousness� 
wKiFK seems almost self� eviGent� TKe eviGenFe SresenteG in tKis book 
reminGs us tKat we ouJKt to tKink more about tKe ways in wKiFK tKe losses 
inFurreG in tKat struJJle Jain meaninJ tKrouJK memory anG tKe reSeti�
tion of tKe Sast� Many metaSKors are available to e[Slain suϸerinJ� but tKe 
one tKat GominateG in ;inMianJ was estranJement� alienation from family 
anG tKe familiar� TKe violenFe of tKe uSrisinJs� e[SresseG in CKaJKatay as 
´tribulationµ or ´sKatterinJ�µ markeG a break in autobioJraSKiFal time as 
well as FolleFtive e[SerienFe� not unlike tKe ´Military Disasterµ anG Kow it 
SunFtuateG tKe miG� nineteentK Fentury for CKinese SeoSle� PerKaSs for 
tKe artiFulation of new FolleFtive subMeFtivities� it is neFessary for some 
event to SroGuFe tKis sense of loss� to GemanG reason anG aJenFy for Ser�
sonal suϸerinJ� anG for tKis sense in turn to transFenG tKe inGiviGual 
tKrouJK tKe lanJuaJe of trauma� In ;inMianJ� we see tKe ways in wKiFK 
trauma SlayeG out not Must in Fommemoration or ritual� but in tKe everyGay 
reSresentation of self anG OtKer� as loss Freates a Sowerful JrounGs for 
makinJ leJitimate Flaims anG SursuinJ tKem on tKe basis of Kistory anG 
tKe JrouS� Yet in FonϰiFt anG loss tKere was KoSe of resolution anG reFov�
ery� :Kere a moGern nationalist sees oStimism in tKe wiGe Kori]ons of tKe 
future��� so GiG someone like SayrčmҸ see tKe Sotential for MustiFe in Kis 
imSerial Sresent� tKe saFreG Sast� anG tKe Serson of tKe emSeror� tKe Seti�
tioner� in tKe maJistrate anG tKe SrovinFial system� anG :anJ =KensKenJ� 
in tKe Serson of tKe ;ianJ Army� DisFourses of nationalism Kave obsFureG 
tKose kinGs of KistoriFal imaJination tKat emerJeG in tKis SerioG� muFK as 
tKey Kave in otKer Folonial anG SostFolonial Fonte[ts���
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EFonomiF ineTuality also SlayeG a Fentral role in FreatinJ GiϸerenFe� 
TKe arrival of tKe ;ianJ Army eviGently tKrew tKe reJional eFonomy into 
even more turmoil tKan it KaG seen for tKe Srevious tKirteen years� SartiF�
ularly beFause it leG to anotKer realiJnment of aFFess to eFonomiF anG 
SolitiFal resourFes� TKe new elite inFluGeG tKose wKo FoulG use tKe CKinese 
lanJuaJe eϸeFtively to e[traFt GesireG results from tKe yamen� OrGinary 
Musulmans� meanwKile� were often e[FluGeG from tKe new eFonomy as 
well as GisSlaFeG� or simSly laFkeG tKe wealtK neFessary to aϸorG basiF 
neFessities� )rom eFonomiF ineTuality arose a new se[ual eFonomy in 
wKiFK Musulman women beFame obMeFts of e[FKanJe� CKinese men 
e[FKanJeG tKem� anG bilinJual Hui aFteG as brokers� TKe reinsFriStion of 
tKese Sositions JranteG tKem a soFial reality enforFeG by new Satterns 
of e[FKanJe as well as a stronJ sense of resentment� Musulman elites 
learneG to Follaborate witK SrovinFial autKorities to eϸeFt bounGary� 
FrossinJ women·s sSatial e[Flusion anG tKat of tKeir mi[eG� KeritaJe FKil�
Gren� TKey FreateG a GisFourse tKat FKaraFteri]eG ´mi[inJµ as a Sroblem of 
bounGary violation� :Kile Kuman traϲFkinJ� wife sale� anG similar SKe�
nomena were Fommon in CKina SroSer� it was linJuistiF� reliJious� anG Ful�
tural GiϸerenFes in East Turkestan tKat fostereG tKe emerJenFe of a sense 
of inKerent GiϸerenFe�

MuFK tKe same was true of tKe tonJFKi� TKe iGea of translation itself� or 
of tong� inGiFates JettinJ sometKinJ aFross from one sSaFe to anotKer� 
TonJFKis not only reϮJureG te[t to Ϯt CKinese anG IslamiF forms anG lan�
JuaJes but emboGieG tKe SaraGo[ of tKe meGiator� as tKey SresenteG tKem�
selves as normative subMeFts even wKile makinJ tKeir livinJs in ϰuiGity� It is 
aSSroSriate tKat SayrčmҸ anG GKulčm MuєammaG loFateG tKem in 
moments of KistoriFal GisruStion� but also tKat tonJFKis were a FonGuit for 
tKe movement of iGeas from tKe yamen into tKe SoSular GisFourse� One was 
´CKantou�µ AFKille Mbembe arJues in  tKat� if one 
were to traFe tKe JenealoJy of tKe term � one woulG Gelineate tKe Kis�
tory of a Jlobal moGe of Gomination tKrouJK its Tuintessential subMeFt��� 
Similarly� albeit on a ratKer smaller sFale� tKe term Chantou Soints to a 
Fertain kinG of subMeFt in tKe system of CKinese GominanFe of TurkiF 
Muslim SeoSle� CKantou� ness emerJeG by tKe ����s as a GisFourse of 
tKe internal OtKer tKrouJK wKiFK Musulmans FoulG iGentify anG e[SunJe 
SeoSle wKo seemeG to subvert an inFreasinJly essentiali]eG TurkiF� sSeakinJ 
Muslim iGentity� A CKantou was notionally a TurkiF� sSeakinJ Muslim wKo 
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nevertKeless enJaJeG witK CKinese settler Fulture anG CKinese Jovernment� 
anG tKus GeviateG from IslamiF reliJious SraFtiFe� More FonFretely� a CKan�
tou FoulG be an obMeFt of tKe new se[ual eFonomy� or someone wKo GebaseG 
tKemselves in searFK of a Mob at tKe yamen� Later� as CKantou� ness beFame 
naturali]eG� anG tKe label GrifteG into tKe realm of etKniF iGentity� it was 
FauJKt uS in tKe baFklasK aJainst tKe CKinese GominanFe tKat tKe term 
itself symboli]eG� It is no wonGer tKat ´CKantouµ toGay is a vile slur�

TKerefore� tKis book is not an arJument tKat tKe UyJKur nation sSranJ 
from tKe 4inJ� OtKer sFKolars Kave oϸereG Ϯner aFFounts of tKe emer�
JenFe of UyJKur nationalism in tKe ����s� anG still otKers iGentify struF�
tures of assoFiation tKat SreϮJureG it��� RatKer� tKis book is FonFerneG 
witK suFK struFtures of assoFiation anG tKeir manifestations� UyJKur 
nationalism·s rise was bounG uS in tKe SolitiFs of nationality in Soviet Cen�
tral Asia anG tKe SoliFies tKat a Soviet satellite imSlementeG to institu�
tionali]e etKniFity in ;inMianJ from ���� onwarG� CKantou� ness� insteaG� 
was an artifaFt of tKe late� 4inJ state·s enFounter witK Musulman soFiety 
anG Fulture in all its riFKness anG FomSle[ity� %otK enFounters leG to an 
essentiali]ation of JrouSness anG a KarGeninJ of bounGaries between Seo�
Sles� but on very Giϸerent terms� Moreover� wKile tKe Stalinist state FoulG 
imSose a system of nationality tKrouJK its e[FeStional FaSaFity to builG 
tKe infrastruFture of eGuFation� tKe 4inJ state witK its strateJiF informa�
tion JaS left sSaFe for tKe imaJination of tKe Fommunity� To oversimSlify� 
CKantou� ness was artiFulateG Srimarily on tKe loFal level� wKereas UyJKur� 
ness was transnational� CKantou� ness merits e[Sloration as researFK on 
;inMianJ·s Kistory turns from tKe Great Game to tKe little James of tKe 
everyGay�

ESiloJue

In tKe sSrinJ of ����� messaJes beJan to triFkle out of ;inMianJ tKat KinteG 
at a reneweG eϸort not only at Fontrol� but at reeGuFation� InGiviGuals wKo 
KaG liveG abroaG� sFKolars wKo stuGieG Islam� SeoSle wKo SrayeG at Kome� 
anG Fountless otKers were intimiGateG� watFKeG� anG ´inviteG to teaµ witK 
tKe SoliFe� Rumors FirFulateG tKat otKers were not so luFky� tKat UyJKur 
men wKo KaG liveG in Muslim Fountries were beinJ GisaSSeareG uSon tKeir 
return to CKina� Soon tKe rumors SroveG KorrifyinJly true��� An estimateG 
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one million UyJKurs� .a]akKs� anG otKers GisaSSeareG into inGeϮnite 
Getention� some into Srisons on vaJue FKarJes� TKis was anG remains true 
even of KiJK� SroϮle sFKolars� artists� anG Party members� now aFFuseG of 
beinJ ´two� faFeGµ �liangmian�� as if a lifetime of serviFe were insuϲFient to 
Srove one·s loyalty��� TKat is to say notKinJ of Fountless otKers of less� 
SrivileJeG status wKose stories Go not enMoy international attention� A fur�
tKer one anG a Kalf million families in ;inMianJ Kost ´Juests�µ Jovernment 
workers wKo monitor tKeir beKaviors anG sSeeFK� TKe Juests esSeFially 
tarJet FKilGren as veFtors for introGuFinJ Sino� normative beKaviors anG 
Party loyalty�

TKe state GemanGs loyalty not only of beKavior� but of tKe Keart� anG in 
tKis sense tKe Sresent SroJram of Getention anG transformation may 
resemble tKat of tKe late 4inJ� :Kere CKina onFe GenieG tKe e[istenFe of a 
network of reeGuFation FamSs� unGer international Sressure it not only 
aFknowleGJeG tKeir e[istenFe� but insisteG tKat inGeϮnite Getention anG 
manGatory sFKoolinJ were Sositive for UyJKurs� Like :anJ SKu·nan� ;inMi�
anJ Flaims to be traininJ UyJKurs� .a]akKs� anG otKers in ´Mob skills�µ Yet 
tKe outwarG Joal of tKe eGuFation SroJram is to Fause non� Han CKinese to 
sSeak anG sinJ in CKinese� anG to enJaJe in ritual anG boGily SerformanFes 
tKat are imaJineG to be Tuintessentially CKinese� %efore tKe rise of tKe 
reeGuFation FamSs� Fontests aFross UyJKur areas in SoutKern ;inMianJ 
obliJeG members of work units to FKoreoJraSK anG Serform GanFes to tKe 
´Little ASSleµ sonJ� a sort of CKinese MaFarena� witK tKe Flaim tKat tKis 
insiSiG SoS number was a ´SatriotiF sonJµ �aiguo ge���� %einJ SatriotiF� beinJ 
a SroSer Fiti]en of tKe moGern state� tKerefore meant enJaJinJ witK tKe 
SoSular Fulture of Fentral CKina³ Sino� normativity� ToGay� alFoKol in ;in�
MianJ is likewise a SatriotiF beveraJe� anG Sork tKe meat of a ´SolitiFal ani�
malµ � �� wKile refusinJ to Sartake in botK is FonsiGereG a siJn 
of e[tremism��� TKere are eFKoes of Musulmans JoinJ to tKe temSle anG 
FrossinJ over into CKinese life� A lonJ list of ´IslamiFµ names is banneG� 
MeanwKile� skirts must be sKort� FKeeks Flean� sKaven� CKinese oSera 
aSSreFiateG anG sunJ�

It is strikinJ tKat tKis eϸort is meant to turn UyJKurs into wKat one oϲ�
Fial FKaraFteri]eG as ´normal SeoSle�µ�� OnFe aJain� a CKina� baseG Sower 
seeks to e[SunJe tKe Muslimness from its Muslim subMeFts� GemanGinJ 
insteaG not simSly a Jeneral aSSreFiation of CKinese Fulture� but tKe aGoS�
tion of manners� tastes� anG beKaviors tKat Fause a Serson to resemble an 
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imaJinary iGeal Fiti]en� TKat is� tKere are Slenty of Han CKinese wKo Go not 
Grink� wKo Jrow faFial Kair� or wKo GesSise tKe ´Little ASSleµ sonJ� but 
UyJKurs no lonJer Kave tKose freeGoms�

In otKer resSeFts� tKe reeGuFation FamSs Sresent a stark Fontrast to tKe 
ConfuFian sFKools of over a Fentury aJo� :Kere tKe ;ianJ Army KoSeG to 
Sreserve tKe inteJrity of families� anG to seeG Kome life witK ConfuFian val�
ues� toGay·s FamSs seSarate families� :Kere transformation� by� teaFKinJ in 
tKe 4inJ aSSears to Kave been a Grain on tKe resourFes of an alreaGy FasK� 
straSSeG SrovinFe� Srison FonstruFtion anG Srison labor in toGay·s ;inMianJ 
are sourFes of SroϮt� TKe GisFiSlinary tools of tKe GiJital aJe serve to reali]e 
tKese moGern Greams in ways tKat were Srobably unimaJinable to tKe ;ianJ 
Army� MoGern ;inMianJ is entirely tKe oSSosite� as tKe state FolleFts biomet�
riF anG JeosSatial Gata on millions of minority Fiti]ens� )rom a Fertain Ser�
sSeFtive� tKis information� JatKerinJ aSSaratus is more wKat one woulG 
e[SeFt from tKe GoFumentary FomSulsions of Euro� AmeriFan Folonialism� 
anG SerKaSs it sKows Kow tKe FomSle[ JenealoJy of moGern Jovernment in 
;inMianJ owes a Jreat Geal to tKe reJimes of surveillanFe anG GisFiSline tKat 
Kave emerJeG in tKe ´liberalµ :est���

I emSKasi]e tKese GiϸerenFes in orGer to Founter a tenGenFy to essential�
i]e about tKe nature of CKinese Fontrol in East Turkestan anG its KistoriFal 
anteFeGents� TKe reaGer may easily walk away from tKis book mistakenly 
believinJ tKat tKe reeGuFation of Musulmans in tKe late 4inJ was a GireFt 
anFestor of toGay·s reeGuFation SroJram� )or all of tKe Flaims tKat CKina is 
someKow e[emSt from tKe laws of Kistory� it is Flear tKat tKe moGes of 
Gomination tKat CKina� baseG states Kave SursueG in ;inMianJ Kave FKanJeG 
witK time anG will Fontinue to Go so� AttenGinJ to tKese FKanJes is imSor�
tant to aGGressinJ tKe realities of violenFe� not as stereotySe� but as liveG 
e[SerienFe�

I never set out to write a ´relevantµ book� TKe Kistory of ;inMianJ as 
reJion� as tKe story of ´Jreat men�µ anG as tKe sFKematiF transformation of 
relations between JrouSs was anG remains a FKief site of Fontestation 
between tKe Party� state anG UyJKur nationalists� anG I felt tKat raGiFally 
reorientinJ my metKoGoloJiFal Sriorities woulG KelS me avoiG SolitiFi]inJ 
tKe work� or at least oSen uS new avenues of inTuiry� So� ever Fontrarian� I 
set out to write a Kistory tKat beJan witK tKe sourFes no one tKouJKt were 
relevant: an oral aFFount about venereal Giseases� a sFatKinJ Soem about 
tonJFKis� teleJraSKiF reSorts of FaSital SunisKment� munGane ϮJKts over 
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Fows� All of tKese sourFes� I felt� sSoke to tKe Soints of FonneFtion anG neJo�
tiation more tKan tKe GisFourse of intraFtable KistoriFal FonϰiFt� TKey 
aGGresseG tKe worlGviews anG e[SerienFes of orGinary SeoSle wKo were 
not� at least in tKe aFFounts tKey left beKinG� overtly enJaJeG witK Tues�
tions of national liberation� TKere was� it seemeG� a tKirG Sarty to tKe nar�
rative struJJles between tKe Party� state anG UyJKur nationalists: ´tKe 
SeoSle�µ on wKose beKalf everyone FlaimeG to sSeak� I set out to let tKose 
sourFes sSeak for tKemselves� witKout a SreGetermineG tKeoretiFal frame�
work� anG to let tKeir FonFerns JuiGe tKe researFK� TKe result was never�
tKeless a story about Folonial GisFiSline� of tKe terrible tKinJs tKat SeoSle 
Go to one anotKer� tKe FonseTuenFes of tKose aFtions� anG Kow tKey tenG to 
follow Fertain Satterns� I KoSe tKe book Konors tKe SeoSle of tKe Sast anG 
tKeir stories� I KoSe tKat it Konors my FolleaJues� now silenFeG� wKo enFour�
aJeG me to Sursue tKis Kistory from below in tKe KoSes of GeSolitiFi]inJ 
tKe sFKolarly GisFourse arounG tKeir KomelanG� Yet it seems we Fannot 
esFaSe tKese terrible maFKines�
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A Note on Conventions

 �� H� S� %runnert anG 9� 9� HaJelstrom� � trans� 
A� %eltFKenko anG E� E� Moran �SKanJKai: .elly anG :alsK� ������

IntroGuFtion

 �� A mytK of Fommon GesFent is a te[tbook FKaraFteristiF of etKniFity� -oKn HutFKin�
son anG AntKony D� SmitK� eGs��  �O[forG: O[forG University Press� ������ �� 
´ImaJineG Fommunityµ Kas likewise beFome a tKeoretiFal FommonSlaFe in stuG�
ies of etKniFity anG nationalism� CritiFally� let us reFall tKat� in %eneGiFt AnGer�
son·s formulation� it Goes not refer solely or striFtly to tKe moGern nation� AnGer�
son Soints tKe reaGer towarG various ways of imaJininJ a Fommunity Jreater tKan 
one·s faFe� to� faFe Fommunity� eaFK of wKiFK is GeSenGent on tKe FonGitions of 
Fultural SroGuFtion in a Jiven time anG SlaFe� AnGerson� Imagined Communities: 

 �LonGon: 9erso� ������ TKis book is 
also FonFerneG to a GeJree witK imaJineG Fommunities� but not neFessarily witK 
tKe oriJins of tKe moGern nation�

 �� TKis brief KistoriFal overview is baseG mainly on DaviG %roSKy� 
 �CambriGJe� MA: HarvarG Univer�

sity Press� ������ ��² ��� ��² ��� NiFola Di Cosmo� ´TKe 4inJ anG Inner Asia: ����² 
�����µ in � eG� NiFola Di Cosmo� Allen -� )rank� anG 
Peter %� GolGen �CambriGJe: CambriGJe University Press� ������ ���² ��� HoGonJ 
.im�  
�StanforG: StanforG University Press� ������ �² ��� -ames MillwarG� Eurasian Cross

 �New York: Columbia University Press� ������ �² ��� anG 
-ames MillwarG� ´Eastern Central Asia �;inMianJ�� ����² �����µ in The Cambridge 

� eG� NiFola Di Cosmo� Allen -� )rank� anG Peter %� GolGen �Cam�
briGJe: CambriGJe University Press� ������ ���² ��� I enFouraJe tKe reaGer to 

Notes

                 
           

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



ᇹቨዧወኂᅡዼᅐዧᇹኂቨ

[ ��� ]

Fonsult tKese works for more GetaileG introGuFtions� as limitations of sSaFe 
GemanG tKat I e[FluGe Fertain events anG SKenomena�

 �� TKe 4inJ was founGeG in ���� but GiG not FaSture %eiMinJ until ����� TKe latter 
event SroviGes its traGitional founGinJ Gate in CKinese Kistory�

 �� TKe ;ianJ Army �Xiang jun� sometimes ´Hunan Armyµ� is Jenerally tKouJKt of as 
tKe army leG by =enJ Guofan� TKe army tKat remaineG unGer =uo =onJtanJ after 
=enJ·s GeSarture in ���� was FalleG tKe ´CKu Armyµ �Chu jun�� However� tKrouJK�
out tKe NortKwestern FamSaiJns anG beyonG� =uo·s CKu Army was tKe nuFleus of a 
larJer ϮJKtinJ forFe� tKe members of wKiFK Kabitually anG Fontinuously referreG 
to it as tKe ´;ianJ Army�µ Later writinJs also FonsiGer tKe =uo� era FamSaiJns to be 
Sart of tKe ;ianJ Army·s Kistory�

 �� Sukanya %anerMee�  
�DurKam� NC: Duke University Press� ������ �² �� PartKa CKatterMee� The Nation and 

 �PrinFeton: PrinFeton University 
Press� ������ �² �� ���� PrasenMit Duara� 
Narratives of Modern China �CKiFaJo: University of CKiFaJo Press� ������ ���

 �� GarGner %ovinJGon�  �New York: Columbia 
University Press� ������ ��² ���

 �� %roSKy� � Laura Newby� ´¶Us anG TKem· in EiJKteentK anG NineteentK 
Century ;inMianJ�µ in � eG� IlGiky 
%ellpr� Hann� Cristina Cesaro� RaFKel Harris� anG -oanne SmitK )inley �AlGersKot� 
U.: AsKJate� ������ ��² ��� Rian TKum�  �Cam�
briGJe� MA: HarvarG University Press� ������

 �� See for e[amSle tKe essay ´Insčn wa irfčnµ in  � �OFtober ��� 
������ RomantiF nationalism inϰeFteG witK CKinese Communist GeveloSmentalism 
was a Gominant moGe of Kistory� writinJ amonJ UyJKur elites in East Turkestan 
until reFently anG Sersists in tKe GiasSora toGay�

 �� )or FritiTues of oϲFial Kistories witK referenFes to furtKer literature� see GarGner 
%ovinJGon� ´TKe History of tKe History of ;inMianJ�µ  ��� 
no� � �ASril �����: ��² ���� AlessanGro RiSSa� ´Re� :ritinJ MytKoloJy in ;inMianJ: 
TKe Case of tKe 4ueen MotKer of tKe :est� .inJ Mu anG tKe .unlun�µ China Journal 
�� �-anuary �����: ��² ���

 ��� %roSKy� � ��² ��� -ustin -aFobs� Xinjiang and the Modern Chinese State 
�Seattle: University of :asKinJton Press� ������ ��� MillwarG� Eurasian Crossroads� 
���² ��� Cf� TKum� Sacred Routes� ���² ���

 ��� TKe e[FeStion is Nailene -oseSKine CKou·s Gissertation �´)rontier StuGies anG 
CKanJinJ )rontier AGministration in Late CK·inJ CKina: TKe Case of SinkianJ� 
����² ����µ [PKD Giss�� University of :asKinJton� ����]�� wKiFK� wKile a FlassiF� is 
arJuably Gue for an uSGate� .ataoka .a]utaGa·s work on 4inJ ;inMianJ was of 
Fourse a Fonstant Soint of referenFe for tKis book� anG muFK of wKat .ataoka 
states is reSeateG Kere for tKe beneϮt of an EnJlisK� sSeakinJ auGienFe �.ataoka 
.a]utaGa�  [Tگkyگ: Yࡃ]ankaku� ����]�� However� .atao�
ka·s work was limiteG by tKe availability of sourFes� wKiFK were entirely in CKi�
nese� anG� witK Gue resSeFt� a sometimes� suSerϮFial treatment of tKem�

 ��� -aFobs� Xinjiang and the Modern Chinese State� -uGG .in]ley� Natural Resources and the 
 �CKiFaJo: University of CKiFaJo 

Press� ������
 ��� RoJers %rubaker�  �CambriGJe� MA: HarvarG University 

Press� ������ ��² ���
 ��� I follow Ann Stoler in reaGinJ tKe arFKive as a site of tKe insFriStion of Sower rela�

tions� but also of FomSle[ reSresentational Slay� Ann Stoler� Along the Archival Grain: 
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Epistemic Anxieties and Colonial Common Sense �PrinFeton: PrinFeton University Press� 
������

 ��� Several sFKolars Kave aGvanFeG tKe arJument tKat tKe 4inJ was ´Folonialµ on tKe 
basis of its use of inGireFt rule for manaJinJ a multietKniF emSire� I woulG arJue 
tKat Keteronomy anG leJal Sluralism are not suϲFient FonGitions of imSerialism 
or Folonialism in tKemselves� MiFKael AGas� ´ImSerialism anG Colonialism in Com�
Sarative PersSeFtive�µ  ��� no� � �-une �����: ���² ��� NiF�
ola Di Cosmo� ´4inJ Colonial AGministration in Inner Asia�µ 

 ��� no� � �-une �����: ���² ���� RutK :� Dunnell anG -ames A� MillwarG� 
´IntroGuFtion�µ in 
Chengde� eG� -ames A� MillwarG et al� �LonGon: RoutleGJeCur]on� ������ �² ��� �� 
Peter C� PerGue� ´ComSarinJ EmSires: ManFKu Colonialism�µ 

 ��� no� � �-une �����: ���² ���
 ��� My KeuristiF tySoloJy of imSerialism anG Folonialism is inϰuenFeG by Lauren %en�

ton·s GisFussion of leJal Sluralism in imSerial Fonte[ts �
 [CambriGJe: CambriGJe University Press� 

����]� ��² ��� ���� -�rJen OsterKammel·s Giϸerentiation of Folonialisms� wKiFK 
inFluGeG moGes of Gomination tKat are Srimarily Fultural ratKer tKan eFonomiF 
�  [PrinFeton: Markus :iener� ����]� ��� anG CKarles 
Maier·s emSKasis on seFurinJ tKe Follaboration of Sree[istinJ loFal elites as a Fen�
tral teFKniTue of imSerialism �
sors [CambriGJe� MA: HarvarG University Press� ����]� ���

 ��� AliFe Conklin� 
 �StanforG: StanforG University Press� ������ �� -�rJen OsterKammel� 

 �PrinFeton: 
PrinFeton University Press� ������ ���� ����

 ��� Emma -inKua TenJ� 
 �CambriGJe� MA: HarvarG University Asia Center� ������ �² ��� 

���² ���
 ��� %rubaker� � ��² ��� %rubaker�  �Cam�

briGJe� MA: HarvarG University Press� ������ ��² ��� )reGeriFk CooSer� Colonialism 
 �%erkeley: University of California Press� 

������ ��² ��� Ann Stoler� 
 �DurKam� NC: Duke University Press� ������ �² ��� 

Stoler� ´RetKinkinJ Colonial CateJories: EuroSean Communities anG tKe %ounG�
aries of Rule�µ  ��� no� � �-anuary �����: 
���² ���

 ��� Similar Fase stuGies of soFioFultural FKanJe in borGerlanG areas unGer tKe Srovin�
Fial system witKin 4inJ CKina tenG to be loFateG in tKe SoutK� suFK as Mark Allee� 

 
�StanforG: StanforG University Press� ������ DaviG G� Atwill� The Chinese Sultanate: 

 �StanforG: Stan�
forG University Press� ������ -oGi :einstein� 
Resistance to Qing Expansion �Seattle: University of :asKinJton Press� ������

 ��� )or an early overview of tKe ϮelG� see -oanna :aley� CoKen� ´TKe New 4inJ His�
tory�µ  �� �:inter �����: ���² ���� )or a lanGmark work on 
4inJ emSire anG etKniF iGentity� see Mark C� Elliott� 

 �StanforG: StanforG University 
Press� ������ -oKan ElverskoJ �

 [Honolulu: University of Hawai·i Press� ����]� SroviGes a 
nuanFeG aSSroaFK to tKe ManFKu� MonJol relationsKiS� wKile a similar move is 
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maGe in tKe Tibetan Fase in Ma[ OiGtmann� 
and the Politics of Reincarnation in Tibet �New York: Columbia University Press� ������ 
)or tKe multiSliFity of 4inJ sovereiJnty� see Pamela .� Crossley� A Translucent Mir

 �%erkeley: University of California 
Press� ������ ��² ���

On Islam anG 4inJ sovereiJnty: -oseSK )letFKer� ´TKe HeyGay of tKe CK·inJ 
OrGer in MonJolia� SinkianJ� anG Tibet�µ in � vol� ��� 

� St� �� eGiteG by -oKn .� )airbank �CambriGJe: CambriGJe Uni�
versity Press� ������ ���² ���� ���� Evelyn S� Rawski� The Last Emperors: A Social His

 �%erkeley: University of California Press� ������ ���� 
Rian TKum� ´CKina in Islam: Turki 9iews from tKe NineteentK anG TwentietK 
 Centuries�µ  �� no� � �November 
�����: ����

 ��� � �� vols� �Guilin: GuanJ[i SKifan Da[ue CKubansKe� 
������ �HenFefortK QXDX� In orGer to Fonserve sSaFe� I will sSeFify GoFuments by 
volume anG SaJe � TKese GoFuments are KelG in tKe ;inMianJ ReJional ArFKives in 
hr�mFKi anG are still orJani]eG aFForGinJ to tKe ´seFtionµ � � to wKiFK tKey 
belonJeG in tKe loFal TurSan yamen� eaFK seFtion reϰeFtinJ one of tKe si[ minis�
tries of tKe MinJ anG 4inJ: ´aSSointmentsµ �li�� wKiFK Geals witK oϲFials anG any 
GisSutes involvinJ tKem� ´revenueµ �hu�� reForGinJ ta[es anG lanG GisSutes� ´ritesµ 
�li�� inFluGinJ issues relateG to family� marriaJe� ritual� anG eGuFation� ´warµ �bing�� 
for tKe mobili]ation anG aFFountinJ of tKe instruments of state violenFe� ´SunisK�
mentsµ �xing�� tKe larJest seFtion� wKiFK we may tKink of as enFomSassinJ most 
violent anG nonviolent GisSutes anG tKe work of Friminal investiJations� anG 
´worksµ �gong�� for FonstruFtion SroMeFts� :itKin eaFK seFtion� tKe GoFuments are 
orJani]eG rouJKly by Gate� so tKat tKere are no Flear ´Fases�µ Sometimes a sinJle 
Fase will be GoFumenteG aFross multiSle seFtions� sinFe a GisSute over inKeritanFe� 
for e[amSle� miJKt involve Sersonnel from botK tKe revenue anG tKe rites seF�
tions� TKis FolleFtion inFluGes an estimateG Ϯfty tKousanG or more GoFuments� 
:Kile tKey Kave Fertainly been FensoreG to some GeJree� tKere is no unambiJuous 
eviGenFe of tamSerinJ� anG tKe GoFuments inFluGe Fontent tKat woulG be FonsiG�
ereG ´sensitiveµ or unϰatterinJ to tKe Party� state� Many GoFuments Kave been 
mislabeleG by tKe FomSilers� anG some unnotiFeG� SartiFular tKe rouJKly �� Ser�
Fent of tKe GoFuments tKat are written in CKaJKatay� TKese are Jenerally labeleG 
simSly ´UyJKur lanJuaJe GoFument�µ Moreover� tKe seTuenFe of tKe materials� 
wKiFK is not striFtly FKronoloJiFal� anG tKe uneven Tuality of tKe imaJes suJJest a 
KurrieG reSroGuFtion SroFess in wKiFK GoFuments were simSly feG into a sFanner 
in tKe orGer in wKiFK tKey were founG� I am inFlineG to believe� on tKe basis of wKat 
was inFluGeG in tKe FolleFtion anG in wKat FonGition� tKat any FensorsKiS was min�
imal anG Fareless� )or tKe ReSubliFan arFKive� see ´=KonJJuo GanJ·anµ online at 
arFKives � Jov � Fn� aFFesseG ASril ��� ����� TKis online FolleFtion is less e[tensive� 
SresentinJ only eiJKt tKousanG or so GiJiti]eG GoFuments� altKouJK many are 
orJani]eG into Fases� Similar Satterns of FensorsKiS seem to Kave JoverneG tKeir 
GiJiti]ation�

 ��� Some will reasonably Tuestion tKe use of some manusFriSt sourFes from .asKJar 
anG YarkanG wKen tKose SlaFes are some ����� kilometers Gistant from TurSan� 
anG even of .uFKa� wKiFK is muFK Floser but is anyway a seSarate oasis� One may 
also Tuestion tKe reSresentativeness of TurSan witK reJarG to ;inMianJ more 
broaGly³ after all� it is only one oasis amonJ many� I woulG Ϯrstly reminG CKina 
Kistorians of tKe lonJ traGition of writinJ tKe soFial Kistory of ´CKinaµ aFForGinJ 
to GoFuments founG in a sinJle Founty� suFK as tKe Dan� ;in arFKives of Taiwan or 
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tKe %a arFKives in SiFKuan� botK of wKiFK also GoFument life on tKe bounGaries of 
imSerial CKina�

However� tKere are also Sositive reasons to sSeak of TurSan anG ;inMianJ 
toJetKer� )irst of all� TurSan in tKe late 4inJ was a ´GireFtly� aGministereG SrefeF�
tureµ �zhili ting�� TKis meant tKat� altKouJK TurSan was teFKniFally Sart of tKe 
aGministration of tKe =KenGi CirFuit in NortKern ;inMianJ� wKere tKe SoSulation 
was larJely CKinese� .a]akK� anG MonJol� it was aFtually ruleG aFForGinJ to Soli�
Fies enaFteG aFross tKe Musulman� maMority SoutK� tKe .asKJar anG Aksu CirFuits� 
TKat GistinFtion aFForGeG witK TurSan·s GemoJraSKiFs: as of ����� even after 
tKirty� four years of CKinese in� miJration� about �� SerFent of tKe valley was Mus�
lim� anG in tKe maMority Musulmans� :anJ SKu·nan et al�� FomSs�� Xinjiang tuzhi 
�TaiSei: :enKai FKubansKe� ������ minzheng �² �� �b² �b�

Moreover� in tKe late 4inJ� TurSan beFame a site of CKinese settlement as 
miJrants from CKina SroSer Fame to ;inMianJ to seek tKeir liveliKooGs� TraGers GiG 
not Must Sass tKrouJK TurSan³ merFKant Kouses maGe it a key entreS{t in tKeir 
traGinJ networks� TurSan beFame a miFroFosm of tKe SroFesses of Gomination anG 
FKanJe takinJ SlaFe aFross ;inMianJ� As Rian TKum Kas arJueG� TurSan anG tKe 
oases tKat rinJ tKe Tarim %asin� tKe JeoJraSKiFal Fore of tKe Musulman KomelanG� 
are MoineG by Fommon reliJious SraFtiFes tKat maintaineG a FoKesive reliJious 
Fommunity witK a sKareG KistoriFal imaJination� Rian TKum� ´MoGular History: 
IGentity MaintenanFe %efore UyJKur Nationalism�µ Journal of Asian Studies ��� no� � 
�AuJust �����: ���² ��� :Kere sFKolars onFe wrote of ´oasis iGentitiesµ as Fentrifu�
Jal forFes mitiJatinJ tKe FonstruFtion of a Fommon iGentity� we now unGerstanG 
tKat belonJinJ to an oasis KelSeG loFate one witKin ;inMianJ� :e will see over tKe 
Fourse of tKe book Kow GisFourses of Kistory anG iGentity in .asKJaria reϰeFteG 
FontemSoraneous GisFussions in TurSan�

 ��� %eneGiFt -� .erkvliet� 
 �%erkeley: University of California Press� ������ �² ��� MiFKael 

S]onyi�  �PrinFeton: 
PrinFeton University Press� ������ �² ��

 ��� TKe term Muslim uprisings is a translation of CKinese � It refers not only 
to tKe SerioG of ����² �� of Muslim Fontrol in ;inMianJ� but to relateG events in 
SKaan[i anG Gansu in ����² ��� As we will see� tKere were many ways of referrinJ to 
tKis SerioG of events witKin a Fertain JeoJraSKiFal sFoSe� but for tKe sake of Fon�
venienFe� tKe CKinese term will stanG for tKem� )or a GeϮnitive Kistory of tKe 
uSrisinJs� see .im� � )or tKose interesteG in settler life in ;inMianJ 
before ����� I reFommenG -ia -ianfei� 
shehui �%eiMinJ: SKeKui ke[ue wen[ian FKubansKe� ������

 ��� .im� � ��² ���
 ��� QXDX �:���² ��� ´ µ TKe root meaninJ of tKe verb 

buzulmaq is ´to be broken�µ wKiFK lenGs it tKe seFonGary meaninJ of ´to rebelµ or 
´to fall into GisorGer�µ %eFause in tKis GoFument tKe sSeaker� a man nameG Sawut� 
sSeaks of tKe wKole ´worlGµ � � rebellinJ� anG GoinJ so TuiFkly � �� I am 
inFlineG to translate tKe SKrase literally�

 ��� .im� � ��² ���
 ��� TA�Pantusov ���² ��� TH�%eiMinJ� ���² ��� .im� � ��² ��� SayrčmҸ 

reForGs tKat some ������� nonbelievers were killeG in TurSan� wKile only some 
four KunGreG Muslims³ Hui anG Musulmans³ SerisKeG in tKe ϮJKtinJ� TKe num�
bers are Slainly overinϰateG� as SayrčmҸ Kimself Soints out³ tKe SoSulation of 
TurSan was less tKan Kalf tKat�

 ��� TH�%eiMinJ� ���² ��� TA�Pelliot� ���r� TH�-arrinJ� ��v�
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 ��� )or a similar observation� see TKum� ´CKina in Islam�µ
 ��� %rubaker� � ��² ���
 ��� TA�Pantusov� ���² ���� TH�%eiMinJ� ���² ��� esSeFially ���² ��� TH�-arrinJ� ��v² ��r� 

SayrčmҸ inGiFates tKat eiJKteen KunGreG of two tKousanG Hui solGiers stationeG 
at ToTsun were killeG� anG anotKer si[ tKousanG at tKe Jates of TurSan� but as 
SayrčmҸ Soints out� tKese numbers are surely inϰateG�

 ��� H� )� Hofman� � seFtion �� Moslim Central 
 �UtreFKt: Library of tKe University of UtreFKt� ������ St� �� 

vol� �� ���² ��� I9R RAN C ���� AsKࡃr ǴkKࡃnG b� IsmčҸl b� MuєammaG GKčribҸ� 
� ��r� ��v² ��r� ��v² ��v� Hofman anG tKe Institute·s FataloJ botK Gate tKe work to 

���� AH ���������� However� tKat is Tuite imSossible� as many of tKe events GesFribeG 
GiG not take SlaFe until ����� Nor was AsKࡃr ǴkKࡃnG·s Satron� Niyč] ҇čkim %eJ� 
installeG as Jovernor of .Kotan� wKere tKis work was FomSoseG� until after tKe Fon�
Tuest tKereof in -anuary² )ebruary ����� TKe manusFriSt at tKe Institute is markeG 
witK tKe seal of an owner nameG AsKࡃr %eJ �tKe autKor"� insFribeG witK tKe Gate 
���� AH� or �������� :e may FonFluGe tKat tKe work was FomSoseG arounG tKe 
same time� Must after tKe FonTuest of TurSan� I9R RAN D ���� ҇čMMҸ Yࡃsuf� 

� ���r� anG tKe  �HamaGa� ´L·Histoire�µ St� �� �� [=��v² ��v]� 
also mention an AsKࡃr %eJ as a Flose assoFiate of YaTࡃb %eJ wKo suSSoseGly later 
betrayeG Kim³ SerKaSs tKis is tKe same inGiviGual� %ritisK InGia OϲFe reSorts may 
also refer to tKe same man� a former funFtionary unGer Niyč] %eJ� as a struJJlinJ 
anG untrusteG Setty oϲFial in YarkanG� some tKirty� Ϯve years olG in ����� IOR L�
PS������ reSort for SeStember ��� ����� Niyč] by tKen was GeaG by suiFiGe�

 ��� .im� � [iv�
 ��� MuKammaG GKerib SKaKyari� ´IsKtiyaTnaml�µ eG� Yasin Imin� Bulaq �� ������: 

���² ���
 ��� HoGonJ .im � � ���² ��� Getails tKe ;ianJ Army·s initial assault anG 

tKe Giϸerent aFFounts of YaTࡃb %eJ·s GeatK� )or Srimary sourFes on tKe swift fall 
of TurSan� see I9R RAN % ���� MullaK Abࡃ ¶l� MaєGҸ� � �r² �v� 
:anJ DinJan� Xiangjun ji �-ianJnan sKuMu� GuanJ[u �� [����]�� juan ��� ��a² ��a�

 ��� TH�%eiMinJ� ���� TH�-arrinJ� ��v�
 ��� I9R RAN D ���� ҇čMMҸ Yࡃsuf� � ���r�
 ��� HamaGa Masami� ´L·Histoire Ge Hotan Ge MuєammaG Alam �III�� te[te turTue ori�

ental pGitp� aveF une introGuFtion�µ Zinbun �� ������: ��² ��� .im� � 
���� LunG University Library� -arrinJ Prov� ���� ࠦčlib ǴkKࡃnG� � 
��v² ��r�

 ��� TH�%eiMinJ� ����
 ��� .arl MenJes anG N� TK� .atanov� eGs�� � � vols� 

������ ����� LeiS]iJ: =entralantiTuariat Ger DeutsFKen DemokratisFKen ReSublik� 
������ ���

 ��� TKum� Sacred Routes� ��
 ��� TA�Pantusov� ���� TA�Pelliot� ���v� TH�%eiMinJ� ����
 ��� EllswortK HuntinJton� ´TKe DeSression of Turfan�µ Geographical Journal �� �-uly² 

DeFember �����: ���² ���
 ��� TH�%eiMinJ ���� TH�-arrinJ ��r�
 ��� Cao -iJuan� Xinjiang jianzhi zhi �TaiSei: ;uesKenJ SKuMu� ������ juan �� �b² ��b� :anJ 

SKu·nan et al�� FomSs�� Xinjiang tuzhi� minzheng �² �� �b� MillwarG� Eurasian Crossroads� 
���� Lanny )ielGs� 

 �.inJston: Limestone� ������ ��� :ei GuanJtao� Kanding Xinjiang ji �Harbin: Hei�
lonJMianJ Miaoyu FKubansKe� ������ juan �� �a² �b� Yi[in et al�� FomSs�� Qinding ping
ding Shan Gan Xinjiang Hui fei fanglüe in Qi sheng fanglüe �GuanJ[u reiJn�� juan ���� ��
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 ��� TKe  notes tKe Sositive eϸeFts of Jrain SriFe reJulation� anG so Goes 
tKe FKroniFler ࠦčlib AkKunG� -arrinJ Prov� ���� ࠦčlib ǴkKࡃnG� � 
���r² ���v� TH�-arrinJ� ���v² ���v�

 ��� Guoli JuJonJ bowuyuan GuJonJ wen[ian bianMi weiyuan Kui� FomS�� Gongzhong 
dang Guangxu chao zouzhe �TaiSei: Guoli JuJonJ bowuyuan� ����² ���� �:��² ���

 ��� CooSer� Colonialism in Question� ��� ���² ���
 ��� One Jreat reJret in tKe FomSosition of tKis book was tKat I was unable to unGer�

take a tKorouJKJoinJ analysis of eFonomiF FKanJe in late� 4inJ ;inMianJ suϲFient 
to aGGress tKe eFonomiF Gimensions of alienation� TKe laFk of Srior sFKolarsKiS on 
tKis issue� tKe GiϲFulties of basiF Sroblems suFK as unGerstanGinJ loFal units of 
measurement� anG tKe sKeer number of aSSarently relevant but GisorJani]eG 
manusFriSt sourFes GemonstrateG tKat suFK an enterSrise woulG take suϲFient 
eϸort to FomSrise a seSarate SroMeFt� anG one tKat miJKt last many years� Some 
initial results of tKat stuGy aSSear in EriF T� SFKluessel� ´:ater� -ustiFe� anG LoFal 
Government in Turn� of� tKe� Century ;inMianJ�µ Journal of the Social and Economic His

 ��� no� � �DeFember �����: ���² ���� anG SFKluessel� ´HiGinJ anG 
RevealinJ Pious EnGowments in Late� 4inJ ;inMianJ�µ Muslim World ���� no� � 
�DeFember �����: ���² ���

 ��� On tKe ;ianJ Army� see� for e[amSle� PKiliS A� .uKn� ´TKe TaiSinJ Rebellion�µ in 
� vol� ��� � St� �� eG� -oKn .� )airbank 

�CambriGJe: CambriGJe University Press� ������ ���² ��� SteSKen Platt� Provincial 
Patriots: The Hunanese and Modern China �CambriGJe� MA: HarvarG University Press� 
������ ��² ��� TKis SerioG anG its Fultural FKanJes are illuminateG in Tobie Meyer� 
)onJ�  �Stan�
forG: StanforG University Press� ������ anG .atKerine Laura %os Ale[anGer� ´9ir�
tues of tKe 9ernaFular: Moral ReFonstruFtion in Late 4inJ -ianJnan anG tKe 
Revitali]ation of %aoMuanµ �PKD Giss�� University of CKiFaJo� ������ )or Sarallels in 
AmeriFan ReFonstruFtion� see� for e[amSle� Drew GilSin )aust� This Republic of Suf
fering: Death and the American Civil War �New York: .noSf� ������ Late in tKe SroFess 
of revisinJ tKis manusFriSt� I enFountereG HannaK TKeaker·s e[Fellent Gisserta�
tion ´MovinJ Muslims: TKe Great NortKwestern Rebellion anG tKe Transformation 
of CKinese Islam� ����² ����µ �PKD Giss�� University of O[forG� ������ wKiFK Gis�
Fusses tKe similar anG relateG SroJram of reFonstruFtion in NortKwest CKina 
unGertaken by tKis same JrouS before anG GurinJ tKe SerioG FovereG Kere�

 ��� My KeuristiF use of ´Kori]ontalµ anG ´vertiFalµ GiϸerenFe Fomes from reaGinJ 
Gellner �Nations and Nationalism [ItKaFa� NY: Cornell University Press� ����]� ���� in 
wKiFK Ke invokes Kori]ontal lines of GiϸerenFe between Flass strata anG vertiFal 
lines of FonϰiFt between Fommunities�

 ��� Platt� Provincial Patriots�
 ��� Duara� �
 ��� TKis Kas leG to susSiFions on tKe Sart of moGern Kistorians tKat NaҸm may Kave 

inFiteG a revolt on beKalf of tKe %ritisK� but Kis involvement tKerein aSSears to be 
entirely seSarate from Kis work for tKe RaM� %ai =KensKenJ et al�� eGs�� Xinjiang xian
dai zhengzhi shehui shilüe �%eiMinJ: =KonJJuo sKeKui ke[ue FKubansKe� ������ ��² ��� 
IOR L�P	S������� )ile ���������� No� ���� �� -une ����� -une Giary� Tailaiti :ubuli 
anG AiliMianJ Aisa� ´YiMian Juanyu MinJuo Tinian .uFKe Sanluan Ge [in wensKu³ 
¶MaKemuGe su Ali He]Kuo Sanluan ]KuanJ· yisKi�µ  ����� no� �� ��² ��� 
YanJ SKenJ[in�  �;i·an: San 4in FKubansKe� ������ ��� 
YanJ =enJ[in� FomS��  �TaiSei: CKenJwen FKubansKe� ������ ���² ���

 ��� On tKe similarly troublinJ ´Jeo� boGyµ of ManFKuria anG its Fonstitution tKrouJK 
Giϸerent teFKnoloJies of sSatiali]ation� see Mark C� Elliott� ´TKe Limits of Tartary: 
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ManFKuria in ImSerial anG National GeoJraSKies�µ Journal of Asian Studies ��� no� � 
�AuJust �����: ���² ���

�� TKe CKinese Law

 �� IOR� L�PS����� ´Aϸairs in YarkanG�µ �����² ���
 �� %enMamin A� Elman� 

Change in Late Imperial China �Los AnJeles: UCLA Asian PaFiϮF MonoJraSK Series� 
������ ��² ��� -osKua A� )oJel�  
�CambriGJe� MA: HarvarG University Press� ������ ��� CKanJ Hao� ´On tKe CKinJ� 
sKiK IGeal in Neo� ConfuFianism�µ  �� no� � �November �����: ��² ��� 
:illiam T� Rowe� 

 �StanforG: StanforG University Press� ������ �² �� ���² ���
 �� GiGeon CKen� 

Mill in China �PeiSinJ: YenFKinJ University� ������ ��² ���
 �� -ames MillwarG�  �New York: Columbia Uni�

versity Press� ������ ���� Rian TKum�  �CambriGJe� 
MA: HarvarG University Press� ������ ���� On tKe broaGer meaninJ of aJriFulture 
for =uo� see Peter Lavelle� ´CultivatinJ EmSire: =uo =onJtanJ·s AJriFulture� Envi�
ronment� anG ReFonstruFtion in tKe Late 4inJ�µ in China on the Margins� eG� SKer�
man CoFKran anG Paul G� PiFkowiF]� ��² �� �ItKaFa� NY: Cornell University East Asia 
Series� ������

 �� Nikolai .atanov� ´Man·FK]Kursko� .itaiskii ¶li· na nareFKii Tiurkov .itaiskoJo 
Turkestana�µ 
obshchestva �� ������: ��� Albert von le CoT� 
Turfan mit einer dort aufgenommen Wörterliste �LeiS]iJ: DruFk unG 9erlaJ von %� G� 
Teubner� ������ �� Albert von le CoT� eG�� ´Das Lv� .itkbv�µ  �� 
no� � ������: ���� Gustaf RaTuette� 

� vol� � �%erlin: ReiFKsGruFkerei� ������ ��² ��� SFKool of Oriental anG 
AfriFan StuGies ArFKives� PP MS �� PaSers of Professor Sir EGwarG Denison Ross anG 
LaGy Dora Ross� ���� .atanov notes tKat tKe term in CKinese FoulG also be renGereG 
as tKe GisyllabiF worG  but is aSSarently unaware tKat tKis was normally trans�
lateG as ´etiTuette anG Feremony�µ See also DaviG %roSKy� ´He Causes a RuFkus 
:Kerever He Goes: SaiG MuєammaG al� Asali as a Missionary of MoGernism in 
NortK� :est CKina�µ Modern Asian Studies ����:��² ���

 �� ConfuFius� Analects� trans� EGwarG SlinJerlanG �InGianaSolis: HaFkett� ������ �� TKe 
relevant SassaJe is  ��

 �� :eMen CKanJ�  �EGin�
burJK: EGinburJK University Press� ������ ��² ��� ��² ���

 �� AnJela =ito� 
China �CKiFaJo: University of CKiFaJo Press� ������ ���

 �� )ernanGa Pirie�  �O[forG: O[forG University Press� ������ 
���² �� ����

 ��� Ma Da]KenJ anG :u )enJSei� FomSs�� 
 �:ulumuTi: ;inMianJ renmin FKubansKe� ������ 

���� ��² ��� also in Liu -intanJ� Liu xiangqin gong zougao �TaiSei: CKenJwen CKuban�
sKe� ������ juan �:��a² ��b� On tKe SroFlamation in Gansu� see =Kao :ei[i� Xiangjun 

 
�SKanJKai: SKanJKai JuMi FKubansKe� ������ ���

 ��� CKanJ� � ��² ���
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 ��� I Gerive tKe term  from tKe worG � wKiFK inGiFates 
botK tKe assumStion tKat SeoSle are by Gefault or iGeally Keterose[ual anG tKat 
wKiFK suFK an assumStion masks� tKe Fonstant unFertainty anG neJotiation sur�
rounGinJ tKe meaninJ of Keterose[uality�

 ��� ;in ;ia� � reSroGuFeG in � eG� 
=KanJ Yifan �%eiMinJ: SKeKui ke[ue wen[ian FKubansKe� ������ PKonoloJiFal evi�
GenFe from tKe CKaJKatay te[t� as well as its TuiFk SroGuFtion� suJJests tKat it was 
translateG anG FarveG onto wooGen SrintinJ bloFks in 4umul �Hami�� %efore ����� 
one Niyč] was known as a skilleG Farver of SonJ� style CKinese FKaraFters anG seal 
sFriSt �;iao ;ionJ� Xijiang za shu shi [Su]Kou: =Ken[in sKusKe� ����² ��]� juan �� 
 �b² �a�� He or someone like Kim Fertainly SartiFiSateG in translatinJ tKe te[t anG 
SreSarinJ tKe bloFks�

 ��� Yu =Ki�  �%aosKan tanJ� ������ �r� On salvation in Sost� TaiSinJ morality litera�
ture� see .atKerine Laura %os Ale[anGer� ´9irtues of tKe 9ernaFular: Moral ReFon�
struFtion in Late 4inJ -ianJnan anG tKe Revitali]ation of %aoMuanµ �PKD Giss�� Uni�
versity of CKiFaJo� ������

 ��� .atanov� ´Man·FK]Kursko� .itaiskii ¶Li�·µ ���
 ��� TKe best translation of tKe CKinese term  is GisSuteG� anG many renGerinJs 

into EnJlisK� suFK as ´Court of Colonial Aϸairs�µ Kave tKeoretiFally or SolitiFally 
loaGeG meaninJs tKat are not e[SliFit in tKe CKinese name� It was in any Fase an oriJi�
nally ManFKu institution FalleG in ManFKu tKe tulergi golo be dasara jurgan� anG one 
wKose funFtion FKanJeG over tKe Fourse of tKe Gynasty� :e miJKt renGer it as ´Min�
istry for tKe ManaJement of tKe Non� CKinese PoSulationµ or ´Ministry for Outer 
ReJions�µ GeSenGinJ on wKetKer we FonsiGer tKe 4inJ to Kave manaJeG Giverse Seo�
Sles or Giverse SlaFes� Dittmar SFKorkowit] anG NinJ CKia� eGs�� 

 �LeiGen: %rill� ������ �� TimotKy %rook� MiFKael 
van :alt van Praaf� anG Miek %oltMes� eGs�� Sacred Mandates: Asian International Relations 
Since Chinggis Khan �CKiFaJo: University of CKiFaJo Press� ������ ����

 ��� TH�%eiMinJ� ����
 ��� TH�%eiMinJ� ���² ���
 ��� TH�%eiMinJ� ��� ��� TH�-arrinJ� ��v� ��v� ��r� Notably� nowKere in tKe CKaJKatay� 

lanJuaJe reForG Kave I founG li interSreteG or translateG as it was in an oϲFial 
te[tbook tKat tKe ;ianJ Army SreSareG for its sFKools: ´Fourtesy�µ � CKen 
=onJ]Ken� ´  yanMiu�µ  ����� no� �:��² ���

 ��� TH�%eiMinJ� ��² ��� TH�-arrinJ� �v² ��v� See also NatKan LiJKt� ´Muslim Histories of 
CKina: HistorioJraSKy AFross %ounGaries in Central Eurasia�µ in 

� eG� =sombor RaMkai anG IlGiky %ellpr� Hann 
�:iesbaGen: Harrassowit]� ������ ���² ��� ���� SayrčmҸ� via .KčliGҸ� works from a 
book Ke Falls tKe  � � or � TKis is tKe Gangjian 

� an abriGJeG version of tKe Zizhi tongjian useG in tKe ConfuFian sFKools anG 
elsewKere� :u CKuFai� FomS��  �TaiSei: CKenJwen� ������

 ��� It is Sossible tKat SayrčmҸ maGe tKis FonneFtion tKrouJK tKe tKeoloJy of Fertain 
stranGs of SuϮsm SraFtiFeG mainly by Hui� in wKiFK SKariaK is sometimes ren�
GereG as li�

 ��� -arrinJ Prov� ���� I���� G� N� Potanin�  �St� PetersburJ: 
TiSoJraϮia 9� .irsKbauma� ������ ��² ���

 ��� On tKe Sroblem of SKariaK anG knowleGJe tKereof� see :ael %� HallaT� 
 �CambriGJe: CambriGJe University Press� ������ �² ���

 ��� Guy %urak� ´TKe SeFonG )ormation of IslamiF Law: TKe Post� MonJol Conte[t of tKe 
Ottoman AGoStion of a SFKool of Law�µ  ��� 
no� � �-uly �����: ����
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 ��� -�rJen OsterKammel� 
 �PrinFeton: PrinFeton University Press� ������ ����

 ��� Peter %ol�  �CambriGJe� MA: HarvarG University Asia 
Center� ������ ����

 ��� PKiliS A� .uKn� Rebellion and Its Enemies in Late Imperial China: Militarization and Social 
 �CambriGJe� MA: HarvarG University Press� ������ ���² ��� 

���² ���
 ��� Lynn A� Struve� ´HuanJ =onJ[i in Conte[t: A ReaSSraisal of His MaMor :ritinJs�µ 

Journal of Asian Studies ��� no� � ������: ���² ��� Lynn A� Struve� ´TKe Early CK·inJ 
LeJaFy of HuanJ TsunJ� Ksi: A Ree[amination�µ Asia Major �� no� � ������: ��² ����

 ��� Some liken HuanJ to ´CKina·s Rousseauµ on aFFount of Kis antistatist Sosition anG 
involvement in a struJJle aJainst monarFKy� A Taiwanese eGitor of HuanJ·s Waiting 

 � � asserts tKat Kis iGeas Soint to tKe early moGern roots 
of eleFtoral GemoFraFy in CKina� a MainlanG eGitor asserts tKat HuanJ was an 
aGvoFate of lanG reform anG SoSular GemoFraFy� anG Kis work laGen witK tKe ´bat�
tlesome sSiritµ �zhandouxing� FelebrateG in Party iGeoloJy �HuanJ =onJ[i� 

� eG� Li GuanJbo anG Li =Ken[inJ [Taibei: Sanmin sKuMu� ����]� �² �� 
��² ��� ��� ��² ��� HuanJ =onJ[i�  [%eiMinJ: =KonJKua sKuMu� ����]� 
�² ���

 ��� SteSKen Platt� Provincial Patriots: The Hunanese and Modern China �CambriGJe� MA: 
HarvarG University Press� ������ ���

 ��� HuanJ =onJ[i� � ��² ��� EriF T� SFKluessel� ´TKe Law anG tKe 
¶Law·: Two .inGs of LeJal SSaFe in Late� 4inJ CKina�µ  
�� �November �����: ��² ��� Translations from HuanJ =onJ[i� � 
trans� :m� TKeoGore Ge %ary �New York: Columbia University Press� ������ �² �� 
��² ���

 ��� De %ary translates tKis SKrase more freely� but SerFeStively� as ´sSirit amonJ men 
tKat went beyonG tKe letter of tKe law�µ

 ��� .atanov� ´Man·FK]Kursko� .itaiskii ¶Li�·µ ��² ���
 ��� YounJ� Oak .im� ´TKe PKilosoSKy of :anJ )u� FKiK �����² �����µ �PKD Giss�� HarvarG 

University� ������ ��² ���
 ��� .im� ´TKe PKilosoSKy of :anJ )u� FKiK�µ ���² ���
 ��� :itK all Gue resSeFt to tKe sFKolars FonFerneG� several Kave relieG on FKains of 

mistranslations anG sliSSaJe between tKeoretiFal terminoloJy in orGer to verify 
:anJ )u]Ki·s ´nationalism�µ TKis FonFern witK inGiviGual terms witKout Fonte[t 
is reϰeFteG in PrasenMit Duara·s  �
from the Nation: Questioning Narratives of Modern China [CKiFaJo: University of CKi�
FaJo Press� ����]� ���� wKiFK follows )rank Dik|tter·s Discourse of Race in Modern 
China �[StanforG: StanforG University Press� ����]� ���� wKo in turn Fites Ernst�
MoaFKim 9ierKeller �  [HamburJ: 
GesellsFKaft f�r Natur�  unG 9|lkerkunGe Ostasiens� ����]� ��² ��� ��² ��� ���� wKose 
early work on :anJ )u]Ki inFluGeG tKis oriJinal ϰaw� 9ierKeller Kimself workeG 
from an e[Sloratory Fomment by etienne %ali]s �

 [LonGon: SFKool of Oriental anG AfriFan StuGies� ����]� 
��² ���� Peter PerGue·s ´Nature anG Nurture on ImSerial CKina·s )rontiersµ �Modern 
Asian Studies ��� no� � [����]: ���² ��� takes aGvantaJe of anotKer sFKolar·s mistrans�
lation of qi as ´Flimeµ to imSly :anJ·s iGentity as a bioloJiFal Geterminist in 
tKe moGern EuroSean moGe� TKus it woulG seem tKat several imSortant mono�
JraSKs anG artiFles inFluGe a FKaraFteri]ation of :anJ )u]Ki tKat is a few steSs 
removeG from any Srimary sourFe� A few sFKolars Kave raiseG obMeFtions to tKis 
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FKaraFteri]ation of :anJ as a nationalist or raFialist� wKiFK Fan be traFeG to tKe 
´national essenFeµ �guocui� tKinkers of tKe turn of tKe Fentury �)a� ti )an� ´Nature 
anG Nation in CKinese PolitiFal TKouJKt: TKe National EssenFe CirFle in Early� 
TwentietK� Century CKina�µ in � eG� Lorraine Daston anG 
)ernanGo 9iGal [CKiFaJo: University of CKiFaJo Press� ����]�� ���² ��� A somewKat 
subtler analysis Fan be founG in Mi� FKu :iens� ´Anti� ManFKu TKouJKt DurinJ tKe 
4inJµ �PaSers on CKina ��A [����]�� altKouJK even :iens workeG in no small Sart 
from Derk %oGGe� ´Harmony anG ConϰiFt in CKinese PKilosoSKyµ �in Studies in Chi
nese Thought� eG� ArtKur )� :riJKt [CKiFaJo: University of CKiFaJo Press� ����]� 
 ��² ��� anG %oGGe in turn from -i :enfu� Chuanshan zhexue �SKanJKai� ������ -i 
emSKasi]eG tKe metaSKysiFal Gimensions of :anJ·s writinJs� )or :anJ )u]Ki·s 
own brief GisFussion� wKiFK Kas JenerateG so muFK ink� see tKe relevant SassaJe of 
tKe Huangshu reSroGuFeG in Chuanshan quanshu� �� vols� �CKanJsKa: Yuelu sKusKe� 
������ ��:���² ���

 ��� %ol� � ���² ���
 ��� :anJ )u]Ki� Chuanshan quanshu� �:���� �����² ��� ��:���² ��� ����
 ��� %ol� � ���² ���
 ��� On� FKo NJ� ´A Tension in CK·inJ TKouJKt: ¶HistoriFism· in SeventeentK�  anG 

EiJKteentK� Century CKinese TKouJKt�µ  ��� no� � �OFto�
ber �����: ���² ��� ���� To Tuote :anJ )u]Ki: ´TKis [tKe rites] is tKe norm of Heaven 
anG tKe SroSriety of EartK� It is wKat makes SeoSle Giϸerent from beasts� tKe MiG�
Gle .inJGom Giϸerent from barbarians� anG tKe Jentleman Giϸerent from tKe sav�
aJe � �� It fosters tKeir essenFe �qi� anG substanFe �ti�� It e[erts a subtle inϰu�
enFe on vulJar� liFentious� anG ruGe essenFe witKout tKem even knowinJ�µ :anJ 
)u]Ki� Chuanshan quanshu� �:�� ���² ���

 ��� :iens� ´Anti� ManFKu TKouJKt�µ ��� ��� :anJ )u]Ki� Chunqiu jiashuo� in Chuanshan 
� � vols� �%eiMinJ: %eiMinJ FKubansKe� ������ juan ��� �:��b� ��� :anJ )u]Ki� 

Chuanshan quanshu� ��:���² ��
 ��� ´Peasants into )renFKmen�µ inGiFatinJ tKe frauJKt SroFess of transforminJ a vast 

anG varieJateG SoSulation into a Sutative nation� is GetaileG in EuJen :eber� Peas
 �StanforG: StanforG 

University Press� ������
 ��� Mary ClabauJK :riJKt� 

 �StanforG: StanforG University Press� ������ �² ��
 ��� Tobie Meyer� )onJ� 

China �StanforG: StanforG University Press� ������ ��� :illiam T� Rowe� 
Empire: The Great Qing �CambriGJe� MA: %elknaS Press of HarvarG University Press� 
������ ���² ���

 ��� Daniel MFMaKon� ´TKe Yuelu AFaGemy anG Hunan·s NineteentK� Century Turn 
TowarG StateFraft�µ Late Imperial China ��� no� � ������: ��² ��� Platt� Provincial Patri
ots� ��² ��� ��² ��� :illiam T� Rowe� ´AnFestral Rites anG PolitiFal AutKority in Late 
ImSerial CKina: CKen HonJmou in -ianJ[i�µ Modern China ��� no� � �OFtober �����: 
���² ��� ���� Rowe� Saving the World� ���² ��� ���² ���

 ��� Lanny )ielGs� ´TKe ImSortanFe of )rienGsKiSs anG 4uasi� .insKiS Relations in Tso 
TsunJ� t·anJ·s Career�µ  ��� no� � ������: ���² ��� .uKn� Rebellion 
and Its Enemies� ���² ��� Platt� Provincial Patriots� ��² ��� :anJ -iSinJ� ´Lun ;ianJMun 
Mituan�µ  ����� no� �:��² ��� :anJ -iS�
inJ�  �%eiMinJ: =KonJJuo sKeKui ke[ue FKubansKe� 
������ �² �� =Kao :ei[i� Xiangjun jituan� ��² ���

 ��� .im� ´TKe PKilosoSKy of :anJ )u� FKiK�µ ����
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 ��� TKis Givision between NortK anG :est on tKe one KanG anG SoutK anG East on tKe 
otKer is GelineateG in NiFola Di Cosmo� ´4inJ Colonial AGministration in Inner 
Asia�µ  ��� no� � �-une �����: ���² ���� ���² ���

 ��� Nailene -oseSKine CKou� ´)rontier StuGies anG CKanJinJ )rontier AGministration 
in Late CK·inJ CKina: TKe Case of SinkianJ� ����² ����µ �PKD Giss�� University of 
:asKinJton� ������ ��² ���� -ames MillwarG� 

 �StanforG: StanforG University Press� ������ 
 ��² ��� ���² �� ���² ��� L� -� Newby� 

 �%oston: %rill� ������ ���² ��� MattKew MosFa illus�
trates Kow tKis transition in knowleGJe SroGuFtion took SlaFe in tKe Fase of 4inJ 
MonJolia� MosFa� ´TKe Literati RewritinJ of CKina in tKe 4ianlonJ� -iaTinJ Transi�
tion�µ Late Imperial China ��� no� � �DeFember �����: ��² ���� =uo =onJtanJ·s sSeFiϮF 
intelleFtual JenealoJy is aGGresseG on SaJes ���² ���

 ��� MillwarG� � ����
 ��� )or a Soem from ���� e[SressinJ =uo·s stanFe� see ´Guisi Yantai ]a Jan ba sKou�µ 

in =uo =onJtanJ� Zuo Wenxiang Gong shiji �SKanJKai: SKanJKai JuMi FKubansKe� 
������ �a�

 ��� Platt� Provincial Patriots� ���
 ��� .uKn� Rebellion and Its Enemies� ��² ���
 ��� Meyer� )onJ� What Remains� ��² ���
 ��� Ale[anGer� ´9irtues of tKe 9ernaFular�µ ��² ��� Meyer� )onJ� What Remains� ���
 ��� Yu =Ki� � SrefaFe�
 ��� PrasenMit Duara�  �StanforG: 

StanforG University Press� ������
 ��� SteSKen Platt� 

Taiping Civil War �New York: .noSf� ������ ��� ���� :anJ -iSinJ� ´Lun ;ianJMun 
Mituanµ� =Kao :ei[i� Xiangjun jituan� ��² ���

 ��� :anJ Dun� Xiangjun shi �CKanJsKa: Yuelu sKusKe� ������ ���² ���
 ��� :anJ Dun� ���² ���
 ��� CKou� ´)rontier StuGies�µ ���� ���� HannaK TKeaker� ´MovinJ Muslims: TKe Great 

NortKwestern Rebellion anG tKe Transformation of CKinese Islam� ����² ����µ �PKD 
Giss�� University of O[forG� ������ ��� =Kao :ei[i SroviGes one imSortant e[amSle 
of =uo·s GeϮanFe �or GuSliFitousness� towarG tKe Fourt in tKe resettlement of Mus�
lims in Gansu �Xiangjun jituan� �����

 ��� =Kao :ei[i� Xiangjun jituan� ��² ��� ����
 ��� ReForGeG in Ai :eiMun et al�� FomSs�� Gansu xin tongzhi ������� juan ��� �
 ��� Lu Yao� ´Lun Huimin Ti�µ in He CKanJlinJ�  �%eiMinJ: =KonJKua sKuMu� 

������ juan ��� ��b² ��a�
 ��� EriF T� SFKluessel� ´LanJuaJe anG tKe State in Late 4inJ ;inMianJ�µ in 

� eG� %irJit SFKlyter anG MirMa -untunen 
�Istanbul: SweGisK ResearFK Institute in Istanbul� ������ ���² ��� ����

 ��� He RonJ� ´SKi lun YanJ =enJ[in sKiTi ;inMianJ [ianJyue Ge teGian�µ Xinjiang daxue 
 ��� no� � �May �����: ��² ��� Rowe� Saving the 

World� ���² ��� =Kao :ei[i� Xiangjun jituan� ���² ���
 ��� Lanny )ielGs�  

�.inJston: Limestone� ������ ��² ��� =Kao :ei[i �Xiangjun jituan� ��� Kas ´�������µ� 
tKis is surely an error�

 ��� T= ������ ´SKoufu Huimin anFKa JenJken Sianµ in =uo =onJtanJ� Zuo Wenxiang gong 
quanji �TaiSei: :enKai FKubansKe� ������ juan ��� ��a² ��b� :en� GManJ CKu� The Mos

 �TKe HaJue: Mouton� ������ ���² ��� )ielGs� 
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� ��� TKeaker� ´MovinJ Muslims�µ ��² ��� ��� ���� =Kao 
:ei[i� Xiangjun jituan� ���² ��� ����

 ��� )ielGs� � ���
 ��� T= ������ ´4inJ MinMue Huimin ;inMiao ]Ke�µ in Zuo Wenxiang Gong quanji� M� ��� ��a² 

��a� On tKe ´OlGµ anG ´New TeaFKinJsµ in 4inJ CKina� see -onatKan N� LiSman� 
 �Seattle: University of 

:asKinJton Press� ������ ��� TKeaker �´MovinJ Muslims�µ ��² ��� ���² �� GisFusses 
tKe loJiF of resettlement in Jreater Getail�

 ��� Stevan Harrell� ´IntroGuFtion: Civili]inJ ProMeFts anG tKe ReaFtion to TKem�µ in 
� eG� Stevan Harrell �Seattle: University 

of :asKinJton Press� ������ �² ��� �² �� ��� Harrell Kimself notes tKat Kis FonFeStion 
of tKe ConfuFian Fivili]inJ SroMeFt reTuires furtKer e[Sloration�

 ��� EGwarG SaiG� Culture and Imperialism �New York: .noSf� ������ ��
 ��� OsterKammel� The Transformation of the World� ����
 ��� Homi %KabKa� ´Of MimiFry anG Man: TKe AmbivalenFe of Colonial DisFourse�µ 

October ��� �SSrinJ �����: ���² ���
 ��� MillwarG� Eurasian Crossroads� ���² ���

�� ;inMianJ as E[FeStion

 �� =KonJJuo Giyi lisKi GanJ·anJuan� eGs�� Guangxu chao zhupi zouzhe �%eiMinJ: =KonJ�
Kua sKuMu� ����² ���� ���:����

 �� -ames MillwarG� 
 �StanforG: StanforG University Press� ������ �² �� On e[ile in ;inMianJ in tKe 

4inJ� see -oanna :aley� CoKen� 
 �New Haven� CT: Yale University Press� ������

 �� � reSroGuFeG in Guojia tushuguan cang Qingdai bingshi dianji dangce 
huilan �%eiMinJ: ;ueyuan FKubansKe� ������ ��:�² ����

 �� Until tKe sSrinJ of ����� =uo =onJtanJ·s Srimary resSonsibility in Gansu KaG aFtu�
ally been loJistiFs anG suSSlies� Several units of tKe Jreater army� mainly leG by 
ManFKu Jenerals� KaG alreaGy Jone ´beyonG tKe Passµ in ���� to retake tKe nearer 
outSosts of 4inJ Sower anG seFure suSSlies lines� TKeir leaGers inFluGeG Lieuten�
ant General IrJen Gioro -insKun �����² ��� of tKe Han %anner TrooSs� NinJ[ia Jen�
eral NaKata MutusKan �����² ���� GuanJGonJ FommanGer� in� FKief =KanJ Yao 
�����² ���� anG Hunan FommanGer� in� FKief SonJ 4inJ �����² ������ TKe latter Han 
Jenerals FommanGeG muFK smaller forFes� In ����� hr�mFKi lieutenant� Jeneral 
YanMa -inJlian �����² ��� was maGe military suSerintenGent of ;inMianJ� wKile 
-insKun beFame Kis GeSuty� tKe assistant resiGent� maintaininJ tKe SrinFiSle of 
ManFKu anG MonJol military GominanFe in ;inMianJ� Only after =uo =onJtanJ was 
SromoteG to military suSerintenGent GiG tKe ;ianJ Army·s maMor movement into 
;inMianJ beJin� =uo·s armies� in .im·s estimation� were suFFessful mainly beFause 
of tKe FollaSse of YaTࡃb %eJ·s forFes� HoGonJ .im� 

 �StanforG: StanforG University 
Press� ������ ���� Li EnKan� Zuo Zongtang shoufu Xinjiang �SinJaSore: ;inMiaSo Guo li 
Ga [ue =KonJ wen [i� ������ �² ��

 �� %oGleian Library� Aurel Stein SaSers� MS ���� entry for -uly ��� ����� anG MS ��� 
entry for AuJust �� ����� I must e[tenG sSeFial JratituGe to -ustin -aFobs for Soint�
inJ out a number of :estern� lanJuaJe sourFes on Hunanese oϲFials tKat Kave 
Jreatly enriFKeG tKis FKaSter�
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 �� )or a Fomment on tKe enG of ´little Hunan�µ see ;ie %in�  �Lan]Kou: 
Lan]Kou JuMi sKuGian� ������ ���

 �� GiorJio AJamben� State of Exception �CKiFaJo: University of CKiFaJo Press� ������ 
�² �� %onnie HoniJ�  �PrinFeton: PrinFeton 
University Press� ������ AFKille Mbembe� ´NeFroSolitiFs�µ Public Culture ��� no� � 
������: ��² ��� Carl SFKmitt� 

 �CKiFaJo: University of CKiFaJo Press� ������ ��² ���
 �� )HA ��� ��� ��� ����� ����
 �� Nailene -oseSKine CKou� ´)rontier StuGies anG CKanJinJ )rontier AGministration 

in Late CK·inJ CKina: TKe Case of SinkianJ� ����² ����µ �PKD Giss�� University of 
:asKinJton� ������ ����

 ��� =Kao :ei[i� 
 �SKanJKai: SKanJKai JuMi FKubansKe� ������ ���

 ��� CKou� ´)rontier StuGies�µ ���² ��� ���� -ames MillwarG� 
of Xinjiang �New York: Columbia University Press� ������ ���² ���

 ��� EriF T� SFKluessel� ´LanJuaJe anG tKe State in Late 4inJ ;inMianJ�µ in 
� eG� %irJit SFKlyter anG MirMa -untunen 

�Istanbul: SweGisK ResearFK Institute in Istanbul� ������ ���² ��� ����
 ��� =Kao :ei[i� Xiangjun jituan� ����
 ��� )HA ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� QXDX �: ��² ��� ��� ���
 ��� G; ������ Liu -intanJ� ´Yu ken sKou FKenJ minJ linJ Mian [iannenJ Mieti ]Ke�µ in Liu 

xiangqin gong zougao �TaiSei: CKenJwen FKubansKe� ������ juan �� �a² �b�
 ��� G; ����� Liu -intanJ� ´4inJ Jei binJ Mia yi yue ]ai yinJ tiaoli Sian�µ in Liu xiangqin 

 �� ��a² ��b� G; ����� Liu -intanJ� ´;inMianJ Je Gao tinJ ]Kou [ian 
TinJ Jui Gansu wei yi sKenJ ]Ke�µ in Liu xiangqin gong zougao� juan �� ��a² ��b�

 ��� )HA ��� ��� ��� ����� ����
 ��� Certain areas of wKat beFame ;inMianJ KaG tKis system establisKeG later on� nota�

bly tKe Ili 9alley� wKere tKe Russian oFFuSation only enGeG witK tKe Treaty of 
St� PetersburJ of �����

 ��� Ma Da]KenJ anG :u )enJSei� FomSs�� 
 �:ulumuTi: ;inMianJ renmin FKubansKe� ������ 

���� ���² ��� TKis was SartiFularly GiϲFult Jiven tKe GelayeG establisKment of tKe 
Founties� anG� SrefeFtures system in Ili�

 ��� Ma anG :u� ���² ��
 ��� TKis seFtion is baseG mainly on ��� GoFuments FonFerninJ imSerial oϲFials 

e[amineG at tKe )irst HistoriFal ArFKives �)HA� in %eiMinJ anG tKe National PalaFe 
Museum �NPM� in TaiSei� TKese GoFuments GesFribe tKe Fareers of ��� oϲFials� 
��� of wKom Fan be iGentiϮeG by SlaFe of oriJin� TKey inFluGe oϲFeKolGers from 
every level of Jovernment� witKin tKe limits GesFribeG later� It woulG be Fumber�
some to list all of tKem Kere� TKe GoFuments in Tuestion Fover tKe years ����² 
���� anG inFluGe botK Graft memorials �lufu zouzhe� anG vermillion� resFriSteG 
SalaFe memorials �zhupi zouzhe�� Most reTuest imSerial aSSroval for Sromotions� 
transfers� anG tKe JrantinJ of Konors� wKile many otKers reTuest tKe FasKierinJ 
�Gismissal� of oϲFials for tKeir oϸenses� Some are lists of Fivil oϲFials by Sosi�
tion� I Kave ForroborateG tKe bioJraSKies of many oϲFials witK travelers· 
aFFounts� loFal GoFuments from TurSan� anG otKer oϲFial sourFes� inFluGinJ Ja]�
etteers �zhi� from tKeir SlaFes of oriJin� All of tKis information was entereG into a 
bioJraSKiFal Gatabase in wKiFK some oϲFials miJKt be mentioneG in Go]ens of 
sourFes� wKile otKers Kave only one mention� .ataoka .a]utaGa·s work on tKe 
FomSosition of oϲFialGom in late� 4inJ ;inMianJ larJely Forroborates my ϮnGinJs 
�.ataoka� ´SKin� matsu sKinkyگsKگ kan·in kگ�µ  ��� no� �� 
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[)ebruary ����]: ���² ���� However� .ataoka·s work was baseG entirely on SerioGiF 
referenFe JuiGes to oϲFialGom � jinshen lu�� wKiFK I Kave founG by FomSarison 
witK GoFuments to be inFomSlete anG in SlaFes inaFFurate� InGeeG� my Gata sKows 
tKat Hunanese SeoSle were even more Srominent in ;inMianJ·s Jovernment tKan 
.ataoka FonFluGes�

Unfortunately� outsiGe of TurSan� Gata is only available for oϲFials wKo KelG at 
least tKe rank of Founty or SrefeFtural seFretary � jingli�� ForresSonGenFe seFretary 
�zhaomo�� subGireFtor of sFKools �xundao�� warGen �limu� dianshi�� or reJistrar 
�zhubu�� Data is only Fonsistently reliable for tKose KolGinJ a maJisterial rank� 
inFluGinJ seFonG� Flass subSrefeFts �tongpan�� subGistriFt maJistrates �xunjian�� anG 
assistant GistriFt maJistrates �xiancheng�� TKese latter oϲFials� altKouJK of a lower 
rank tKan a Founty maJistrate �zhixian�� Ϯrst� Flass subSrefeFt �tongzhi�� GeSart�
ment maJistrate �zhizhou�� or SrefeFt �zhifu�� nevertKeless eϸeFtively manaJeG tKe 
aϸairs of a SresFribeG JeoJraSKiFal area anG tKose wKo liveG in it witK minimal 
interferenFe from tKeir suSeriors� :e sKoulG not iJnore otKer oϲFials wKo KelG 
similar ranks but remaineG in DiKua on temSorary or Sermanent serviFe at tKe 
Sleasure of SrovinFial oϲFials� However� Gata on tKeir aFtivities is e[tremely Gif�
ϮFult to ϮnG�

 ��� EriF T� SFKluessel� ´ConJ FKenJKuanJ Gao sKu]u: DinJ[ianJ :anJ ]ai ;inMianJ�µ 
 ��� no� � �OFtober �����: ���² ��� Yu =Ki�  �%aosKan tanJ� 

������
 ��� Yu =Ki� � =Kou Han·s story Geserves more tKorouJK attention tKan sSaFe 

allows� See SteSKen Platt� Provincial Patriots: The Hunanese and Modern China �Cam�
briGJe� MA: HarvarG University Press� ������ ��² ���

 ��� )HA ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� Lanny )ielGs� 
 �.inJston: Limestone� ������ ��² ��� =Kao :ei[i� Xiangjun 

jituan� ��² ��� ��² ���
 ��� )ielGs� � ��² ���
 ��� =Kou CKonJfu �����² ������ )HA ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� )HA ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� )HA 

��� ��� ��� ����� ���� )HA ��� ����� ���� )HA ��� ����� ���� )HA ��� ����� ���� )HA ��� 
����� ���� NPM ����������

 ��� GuanJ[i� born He RuMin �b� ����� was JranteG tKe Sosition of Suilai maJistrate 
�toGay·s Manas� in ����� anG brieϰy serveG in ;inMianJ� but left tKe NortKwest in 
���� never to return� )HA ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� )HA ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� )HA 
��� ��� ��� ����� ����

 ��� NPM ���������� NPM ���������� =Kao :ei[i� Xiangjun jituan� ����
 ��� InFiGentally� tKe e[amSle of late� 4inJ ;inMianJ leaGs us to reϰeFt on tKe siJniϮ�

FanFe of GeJree SurFKase � juanna�� LawrenFe =KanJ Kas arJueG tKat� wKile Kistori�
ans tenG to see tKe SurFKaser of a GeJree as less TualiϮeG or wortKy tKan an oϲ�
Fial wKo SasseG tKe e[aminations� it in faFt KaG no GisFernible bearinJ on an 
oϲFial·s SerformanFe �=KanJ� ´Power for a PriFe: OϲFe PurFKase� Elite )amilies� 
anG Status MaintenanFe in 4inJ CKinaµ [PKD Giss�� HarvarG University� ����]� ���² 
��� ���� ���² ���� InsteaG� =KanJ arJues� GeJree SurFKase botK sustaineG a Ge faFto 
nobility FaSable of buyinJ status anG KelSeG to rationali]e a system tKat� wKile it 
was suSerϮFially meritoFratiF� aFtually reinforFeG SatronaJe networks� In ;inMi�
anJ� GeJree SurFKase SlayeG many roles: It was an entranFe fee³ witKout SurFKas�
inJ a GeJree� new Hunanese woulG not be reFruiteG� Later on� SurFKasinJ a GeJree 
FoulG Kave been an attemSt to esFaSe tKe system� or to aGvanFe witKin it� witKout 
neeGinJ to rely on e[istinJ SatronaJe networks� It may also Kave funFtioneG as a 
simSle status symbol� a means for oϲFials in an otKerwise ossiϮeG system to Gis�
Slay relative suFFess�
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 ��� TKe Gansu )le[ibility Plan is TuoteG almost in its entirety in )HA ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� 
I Kave been unable to loFate tKe oriJinal memorial in wKiFK tKe Slan was 
SroSoseG�

 ��� )HA ��� ����� ����
 ��� )HA ��� ��� ��� ����� ����
 ��� )HA ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� )HA ��� ��� ��� ����� ����)HA ��� ����� ����
 ��� Mbembe� ´NeFroSolitiFs�µ )or a Sarallel Fase in tKe PunMab� Must over tKe Pamirs� in 

tKe same SerioG� see Robert NiFKols� 
ments �O[forG: O[forG University Press� ������ i[² [[v�

 ��� EuJene -oKn GreJory III� ´Desertion anG tKe Militari]ation of 4inJ LeJal Cultureµ 
�PKD Giss�� GeorJetown University� ������ e[Slores tKe e[tension of military GisFi�
Sline into tKe leJal system tKat resulteG in tKe use of e[FeStional SunisKment into 
tKe miG� eiJKteentK Fentury� :eitinJ Guo� ´TKe SSeeG of -ustiFe: Summary E[eFu�
tion anG LeJal Culture in 4inJ Dynasty CKina� ����² ����µ �PKD Giss�� University of 
%ritisK Columbia� ������ e[amines tKis teFKniTue·s transformations anG tKe eϸeFts 
of its wiGesSreaG use on tKe leJal transformation of tKe 4inJ in tKe nineteentK 
Fentury� )or a seminal stuGy� see =KanJ SKiminJ� ´4ian� -ia sKiTi JonJ TinJ wanJ 
minJ Ti Sai [ian [inJ FKenJfa ]Ki ]Ki Ge kuan yan ]KanJ FKi�µ Nei Menggu shifan 

 ��� no� � �-uly �����: ��² ���
 ��� CKou� ´)rontier StuGies�µ ���² ��� Lanny )ielGs� ´TKe ImSortanFe of )rienGsKiSs 

anG 4uasi� .insKiS Relations in Tso TsunJ� t·anJ·s Career�µ  ��� 
no� � ������: ���² ��� ���� ���² ��� GreJory� ´Desertion�µ ���² ���

 ��� Lin =e[u� ´SKenminJ yi[i [uKuo feifan MiuGi ]KenJfa Sian�µ %ian %aoTuan� ´=Kuoni 
TianMie ]KonJan MiuGi ]KenJfa Je tiao sKu�µ anG Liu -intanJ� ´RenminJ ]KonJan 
ainan Mufu Miu]Ki sKuµ in Ge SKiMun� FomS��  �SKanJKai: 
TusKu MiFKenJ Mu� ������ 4iu Yuanyou� ´TaiSinJ tianJuo yu wan 4inJ ¶MiuGi ]KenJfa 
]Ki ]Ki�·µ  ����� no� �: ��² ���

 ��� GreJory� ´Desertion�µ ���² ��� Guo� ´TKe SSeeG of -ustiFe�µ ���² ��� EriF T� SFKlues�
sel� ´TKe Law anG tKe ¶Law·: Two .inGs of LeJal SSaFe in Late� 4inJ CKina�µ 

 �� �November �����: ��² ���
 ��� Guo� ´TKe SSeeG of -ustiFe�µ ���² ���
 ��� SFKluessel� ´TKe Law anG tKe ¶Law�·µ ��² ���
 ��� SFKluessel� ��² ��� MuFK of tKis seFtion is baseG on a survey of ��� FaSital Fases from 

late� 4inJ ;inMianJ� ����² ����� TKese GoFuments were JatKereG from metroSolitan� 
level reSorts of botK ´e[eFution on tKe sSotµ anG FaSital Fases tKat followeG routine 
SroFeGures for reSortinJ anG aSSroval� )or reasons of sSaFe� it is imSossible to 
GesFribe all of tKe relevant GoFuments Kere� All Fases were FolleFteG from tKe )irst 
HistoriFal ArFKives in %eiMinJ anG tKe National PalaFe Museum in TaiSei� eitKer 
GireFtly or tKrouJK SublisKeG FomSilations� early in tKe researFK for tKis SroMeFt� 
:Kile tKe Gata are useful in tKe aJJreJate� tKey are SroblematiF beFause of tKe Sro�
Fess of eGitinJ tKat SroGuFeG tKem� as will be e[SloreG later in tKis book� TKe rele�
vant GoFuments are )HA ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ����� ���� ��� ����� ���� ��� ����� ���� 
��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ����� ���� ��� ����� ���� ��� ����� ���� ��� ����� ���� 
��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� 
��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� 
��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� 
����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ���  ����� 
���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� 
��� ��� �� � ����� ���� ��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ��� 
��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ���  ��� 
����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� �� ��������� 
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 ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ����� ���� ��� ����� 
���� ��� ����� ���� ��� ����� ���� ��� ����� ���� ��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� 
��� ��� ��� ����� ���� ��� ����� ���� ��� ����� ���� ��� ����� ���� ��� ����� ���� ��� ����� ���� 
Guangxu chao zhupi zouzhe vol� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� Guoli 
JuJonJ bowuyuan GuJonJ wen[ian bianMi weiyuan Kui� FomS�� Gongzhong dang 
Guangxu chao zouzhe �TaiSei: Guoli JuJonJ buwuyuan� ����² ���� vol� �� ���² ��� ���² 
��� ���² ���� ���² ���� ���² �� ���² ��� ���² ��� ���² �� ���² �� ���² ��� ���² ��� ���² ��� 
���² ���� ���² ��� vol� �� ��² ��� ���² ��� ���² �� ���² ��� ���² ��� ���² ��� ���² ��� ���² ��� 
���² ��� ���² ��� ���² ��� ���� ���� ���² ���� ���² �� ���² �� vol� �� ���� ���² ��� vol� �� ��² 
��� ��² ��� ��² ��� ��² ��� ��² ��� ��� ���² �� ���� ���² �� ���² ��� ���² ��� ���² �� ���² �� ���² 
��� ���² ��� ���² ��� ���² ��� ���² ��� ���² ��� ���² ��� ���² ��� ���² ��� ���² ��� ���� ���² ��� 
���² ��� ���² ��� ���² ���� ���² ��� ���² ��� ���² ��� ���² ��� ���² ��� ���² ��� ���² ��� 
vol� �� ��² ��� ��² ��� ���� ���² ��� ���� ���² ��� ���² ��� ���� ���² ��� ���² ��� vol� ��� ���² �� 
���² ��� NPM ������� ������� ������� ������� ������� ���������� ������� ������� 
������� ������� ������� ������� ���������� ������� ������� ������� �������

 ��� )or an overview of GisSute resolution� see IlGiky %ellpr� Hann� 
 �LeiGen: %rill� ������ 

���² ���
 ��� -oKn .� )airbank anG Ss�� yu TrnJ�  �CambriGJe� 

MA: HarvarG University Press� ������ ���
 ��� TKese ϮJures are GeriveG from SalaFe memorials e[amineG at tKe )irst HistoriFal 

ArFKives in %eiMinJ anG tKe National PalaFe Museum in TaiSei� wKiFK reForG tKe 
Gate of tKe oϸense� wKen it was reSorteG� tKe Gate of tKe memorial� anG wKen it 
reFeiveG a vermillion resFriSt �zhupi��

 ��� TKis Fase is GesFribeG in a series of GoFuments in QXDX ��:���� ���� ���� ���� ���² ��� 
���² ��� ���² ��� )or a more GetaileG analysis� see SFKluessel� ´TKe Law anG ¶tKe 
Law�·µ ��² ���

 ��� TKese e[amSles are taken from )HA ��� ����� ���� ��� ����� ���� ��� ����� ���� ��� 
����� ���� ��� ����� ���� anG ��� ����� ����

 ��� )HA ��� ����� ����
 ��� %rian MF.niJKt�  �Hono�

lulu: University of Hawaii Press� ������ �² ��
 ��� EriF T� SFKluessel� 

Chronicle Mč TҸࠃayniو wčTiasi �Tokyo: NIHU ProJram IslamiF Area StuGies� ������ 
���

 ��� DonalG S� Sutton� ´9iolenFe anG EtKniFity on a 4inJ Colonial )rontier: Customary 
anG Statutory Law in tKe EiJKteentK� Century Miao Pale�µ Modern Asian Studies ��� 
no� � �)ebruary �����: ��² ��� Juan ��² �� of tKe  are GeGiFateG to 
Gefense aJainst tKe Man anG Miao�

 ��� )u Nai� ´=Ki Miao�µ in He CKanJlinJ� FomS�� � juan ��� 
�a² �a�

 ��� AliFe Conklin� 
 �StanforG: StanforG University Press� ������ ��

 ��� :anJ SKu·nan et al�� FomSs�� Xinjiang tuzhi �TaiSei: :enKai FKubansKe� ������ juan 
��� =KanJ -ianJFai� Tianjin Yangliuqing xiao zhi� reSrinteG in Tianjin fengtu congshu 
������ TaiSei: -in[ue sKuMu� ������ ���² ���� ���² �� ���² ���

 ��� Gongzhong dang Guangxu chao zouzhe� �:���² ��� LoFal GoFuments SroviGe a riFKer 
SiFture of tKe events� but I will only Fite a few key GoFuments Kere: QXDX ��:��� 
QXDX ��:��� QXDX ��:��� QXDX ��:��� QXDX ��:��� QXDX ��:��� TKe SKansKan Ja]et�
teer reForGs tKe inFiGent in similar terms� Shanshan xian xiangtuzhi� in Ma Da]KenJ 
et al�� FomSs�� Xinjiang xiangtuzhi gao �����² ��� %eiMinJ: 4uanJuo tusKuJuan wen[ian 
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suowei fu]Ki ]KonJ[in� ������ ���² ��� Xinjiang xiangtuzhi gao is KenFefortK abbrevi�
ateG XTZG�

 ��� )or e[amSle� a JrouS of Musulmans in .eriyl FonsSireG to riG tKemselves of lonJ�
stanGinJ Gebts to a Han traGer wKo KaG solG tKem Fotton at a KiJK markuS �Gong
zhong dang Guangxu chao zouzhe� �:���² ����

 ��� Gongzhong dang Guangxu chao zouzhe� �:��² ��� QXDX ��:���² ��� QXDX ��:����
 ��� Emma -inKua TenJ� ´Taiwan as a LivinJ Museum: TroSes of AnaFKronism in Late� 

ImSerial CKinese Travel :ritinJ�µ Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies ��� no� � ������: 
���² ���

 ��� CKou� ´)rontier StuGies�µ ���² ��� ���² ���
 ��� C� P� Skrine anG Pamela NiJKtinJale�  �LonGon: MetKuen� ������ 

��� Tao Mo� � reSroGuFeG in =KonJJuo sKaosKu min]u JuMi 
MiFKenJ �Hanwen ban�� vol� �� �CKenJGu: SiFKuan Min]u CKubansKe� ������ juan �� 
��a² ��b�

 ��� Liu -intanJ� Liu Xiangqin gong zougao� juan �� ��a² ��b�
 ��� TKis sKift is GoFumenteG in several FlassiF works� suFK as :illiam T� Rowe� 

 �StanforG: StanforG University Press� ������ 
tKat Soint to GiminisKeG state FaSaFity in tKe late 4inJ as a reason for tKe Gevolu�
tion of SubliF resSonsibilities to Srivate interests� )or a Fontrary analysis emSKa�
si]inJ tKe neJotiateG nature of tKis relationsKiS� see Maura Dykstra� ´ComSliFateG 
Matters: CommerFial DisSute Resolution in 4inJ CKonJTinJ from ���� to ����µ 
�PKD Giss�� University of California� Los AnJeles� ������ ���² ��� :Kile tKe SrovinFe·s 
relianFe on merFKants in late� 4inJ ;inMianJ was inGeeG SromSteG by tKe GiϲFulty 
of manaJinJ tKe eFonomy from tKe SrovinFial FaSital� it nevertKeless aSSears tKat 
lower� level oϲFials� or tKose beyonG Tao·s inϰuenFe� FontraFteG tKeir own Fom�
Sle[ relationsKiSs witK merFKants�

 ��� CKou� ´)rontier StuGies�µ ���² ���
 ��� EriF T� SFKluessel� ´:ater� -ustiFe� anG LoFal Government in Turn� of� tKe� Century 

;inMianJ�µ  ��� no� � �DeFem�
ber �����: ���² ����

 ��� Tao Mo� ́ ;inMianJ [unfu Tao fuFKen ]iTianJ GaMi ]Ke�µ in Gan Han� FomS�� Huangchao 
� juan �� �a² �b�

 ��� Yuan DaKua� Xinjiang Yili luanshi benmo �TaiSei: :enKai FKubansKe� ������ relates 
tKat CKinese merFKants in Ili raiseG tKis amount very swiftly in orGer to Fombat 
tKe %rotKers anG ElGers SoFiety�

 ��� NPM ����������
 ��� CKou� ´)rontier StuGies�µ ���² ��� -uGG .in]ley� 

 �CKiFaJo: University of CKiFaJo Press� 
������ ��² ���

 ��� )HA ��� ��� ��� ����� ����
 ��� QXDX ��:���² ���
 ��� Gongzhong dang Guangxu chao zouzhe� ��:���² ����
 ��� Sutton� ´9iolenFe anG EtKniFity on a 4inJ Colonial )rontier�µ ��² ��� ��� Qingdai 

Xinjiang xijian zoudu huibian� ���² �� =enJ :enwu anG SKen YunlonJ� Zhongguo 
� reSroGuFeG in ;u =KisKenJ et al�� FomSs�� 

 ������ %eiMinJ: 4uanJuo TusKuJuan :en[ian Suowei )u]Ki =KonJ[in� 
������ ����

 ��� NPM ������� Qing shilu �%eiMinJ: =KonJKua sKuMu� ����² ���� entry for G; ��������
 ��� ArasK %ormansKinov� ´PrinFe Palta�µ in Proceedings of the International Conference on 

China Border Area Studies� eG� Lin En� sKean et al� �TaiSei: Guoli ]KenJ]Ki Ga[ue� 
������ �����² ��� ������ NPM �������
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 ��� Several inGiviGuals wKo Ϯt tKis GesFriStion are listeG as follows� In orGer to Fon�
serve sSaFe� I Kave SroviGeG only tKe FKronoloJiFally latest memorials attestinJ to 
tKeir Fareers:

-ianJ YuSu �����² ����� MoineG tKe ;ianJ Army as early as ����� GieG in oϲFe as 
tKe intenGant of Aksu �)HA ��� ��� ��� ����� ����� Luo EnsKou �����² ����� serveG 
unGer =uo� GieG as tKe maJistrate of TarbaJKatai �)HA ��� ��� ��� ����� ����� =Ku 
MianronJ �����² ����� MoineG =uo in ����� GieG as tKe SrefeFt of DiKua �)HA 
��� ��� ��� ����� ����� HuanJ GuanJGa �Fa� ����² ������ serveG unGer =enJ Guofan� 
tKen =uo� serveG as tKe .asKJar intenGant� GieG on tKe way to take uS a Sost as 
Gansu MuGiFial Fommissioner �)HA ��� ��� ��� ����� ����� CKen ;iluo �����² ����� 
serveG unGer =enJ Guofan� tKen =uo� GieG as tKe maJistrate of :ensu �)HA ��� 
����� ����� HuanJ Yuan �����² ����� serveG unGer =uo� GieG as tKe YenJisar maJis�
trate �)HA ��� ����� �����

 ��� Yale University� MS �� EllswortK HuntinJton PaSers� Gustaf MannerKeim� 
 �HelsinJfors: Svenska Litter�

aturslllskaSet i )inlanG� ������ ����
 ��� :anJ SKu·nan� Taolu laoren sui nian lu �%eiMinJ: =KonJKua SKuMu� ������ ���
 ��� :anJ SKu·nan� ��² ���� :anJ SKu·nan� Xila xue an �n�G��� CKڨn PyڨnJ� Kun� Jingshen 

zhexue tong bian �SKanJKai� ������ :anJ SKu·nan� ´HanJuo -in =uitanJ [iansKenJ 
�%inJ[un� Jingshen zhexue xin bian [u�µ in  �TaiSei: :enKai CKubansKe� 
������ ���² ��� MannerKeim� � ���� NPM �������

 ��� Sally %ortKwiFk� Education and Social Change in China: The Beginnings of the Modern Era 
�StanforG: StanforG University Press� ������ ��² ��� =KanJ -ianJFai� Tianjin Yangliuq
ing xiao zhi� ���² �� ���² ���

 ��� :anJ SKu·nan·s Sosition ForresSonGs to tKat of one SartiFiSant in a ´GialoJueµ 
reForGeG in Xinjiang tuzhi � juan ��� �b�� )or :anJ·s e[tenGeG e[Slanation of Kis 
iGeas� see a memorial GateG zhupi ;T ������� Liankui� reSroGuFeG in Xuebu guanbao 
�� �-uly �� ������

 ��� .in]ley� � Skrine anG NiJKtinJale� 
Kashgar� ���� =KonJ GuanJsKenJ anG Sun Anfu� Xinjiang zhi gao ������ TaiSei: ;uesK�
enJ SKuMu� ������ juan �� ��a² ��b� National Library of CKina� 

� =enJ anG SKen� 
shi� ����

 ��� -�rJen OsterKammel� 
 �PrinFeton: PrinFeton University Press� ������ ����

 ��� Lian� kui� memorial GateG zhupi ;T ��r����� reSroGuFeG in Xuebu guanbao �� 
�ASril ��� ������

 ��� NPM �������
 ��� )or an overview of tKe ;inKai Revolution in ;inMianJ� see MillwarG� Eurasian Cross

roads� ���² ��� TKe Hunanese SresenFe is GisFusseG in :ei CKanJKonJ� eG�� Xinhai 
geming zai Xinjiang �:ulumuTi: ;inMianJ renmin FKubansKe� ������ anG is wiGely 
attesteG in Srimary GoFuments� inFluGinJ Hunan ProvinFial Library� GonJ YuanMi� 

� ��b² ��a�
 ��� National Library of CKina� �
 ��� =enJ anG SKen� � ����
 ��� -ustin -aFobs� ´EmSire %esieJeG: TKe Preservation of CKinese Rule in ;inMianJ� 

����² ����µ �PKD Giss�� University of California� San DieJo� ������ ���� -ustin -aFobs� 
Xinjiang and the Modern Chinese State �Seattle: University of :asKinJton Press� ������ 
��² ��� On YanJ =uan[u anG tKe SoFiety� see MillwarG� Eurasian Crossroads� ���² ��� 
YanJ·s own writinJs on Kis time in ;inMianJ Fan be founG in YanJ =uan[u� Xinjiang 

� reSroGuFeG in Xinjiang shizhi� Gi � bu� vol� � �%eiMinJ: 4uanJuo tusKuJuan 
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wen[ian suowei fu]Ki ]KonJ[in� ������ ���² ���� TKe %ritisK Fonsul at .asKJar fre�
Tuently reSorteG on tKe aFtivities of tKe ´Gamblers�µ by wKiFK Ke inGiFateG tKe 
SoFiety �IOR L�P	S���������

 ��� -aFobs� Xinjiang and the Modern Chinese State� ��² ��� .in]ley� Natural Resources and the 
� ��² ���

�� )rontier MeGiation

 �� ;UAR ArFKive� M�������Y-������ M�������Y-������
 �� TKe term tongshi Gates baFk to at least tKe -�rFKen -in Gynasty �����² ����� anG was 

useG later in MonJolia� wKere tKe MonJoli]eG term tüngshi inGiFateG an intermeGi�
ary for CKinese oϲFials or merFKants� CKristoSKer AtwooG� ´CKinese MerFKants 
anG MonJolian InGeSenGenFe�µ in 

� eG� S� CKuluun anG S� %attulJa �Ulaanbaatar: 
AGmon Srint� ������ ��² ��� ��� MartKa CKeunJ Pui Yiu anG Lin :usun� eGs�� An 

� vol� �� 
Project �ManFKester: St� -erome� ������ ���² ���

 �� DaviG %roSKy� ´TKe -unJKar MonJol LeJaFy anG tKe LanJuaJe of Loyalty in 4inJ 
;inMianJ�µ Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies ��� no� � ������: ���² ���

 �� TKis book SroMeFt was initially insSireG by two works tKat aGGress loFal Jovern�
ment anG its aJents in tKe 4inJ: %raGley ReeG� 

 �StanforG: StanforG University Press� ������ anG Melissa 
MaFauley�  �Stan�
forG: StanforG University Press� ������ On tKe litiJation masters� see MaFauley� as 
well as )uma Susumu� ´LitiJation Masters anG tKe LitiJation System of MinJ anG 
4inJ CKina�µ International Journal of Asian Studies �� no� � �-anuary �����: ��² ����

 �� %runo Latour� We Have Never Been Modern �CambriGJe� MA: HarvarG University 
Press� ������ ���

 �� Naoki Sakai�  �Minne�
aSolis: University of Minnesota Press� ������ �² ���

 �� PrasenMit Duara�  �StanforG: 
StanforG University Press� ������

 �� .arasawa YasuKiko� ´Hanasukoto to kakukoto no Ka]ama Ge³ sKinGai saiban 
 bunsKo ni okeru kyگMutsusKo no tekusutosei�µ  �� ������: 
���² ���

 �� M� T� TaussiJ�  �LonGon: Rout�
leGJe� ������ [viii�

 ��� Li %ianTi� ´HuiMianJ fa wenKua yu Da 4inJ fa wenKua Ge FKonJtu yu ]KenJKe�µ 
Xizang daxue xuebao ��� no� � �-une �����: ��² ��� Ma ;iaoMuan� ´4inJFKao fa]Ki ]ai 
Tulufan GiTu Ge FKonJMian�µ  ��� no� � 
�-anuary �����: ��² ���

 ��� TKe term  literally meant ´teaFKer�µ but by tKe late nineteentK Fentury� it 
Fame to be useG as a JeneriF title akin to ´mister�µ albeit limiteG to male members 
of a Fommunity wKo FoulG botK reaG anG write�

 ��� Nailene -oseSKine CKou� ´)rontier StuGies anG CKanJinJ )rontier AGministration 
in Late CK·inJ CKina: TKe Case of SinkianJ� ����² ����µ �PKD Giss�� University of 
:asKinJton� ������ ���� 4i YunsKi� Xi chui zhu zhici �SKanJKai: SKanJKai GuMi CKu�
bansKe� ������ ����

 ��� ;iao ;ionJ� Xijiang za shu shi �Su]Kou: =Ken[in sKusKe� ����² ���� ���² ���
 ��� QXDX ��:���� ���� ���a� ���b� ���² ���
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 ��� QXDX ��:���² ����
 ��� Maram ESstein� ´MakinJ a Case: CKaraFteri]inJ tKe )ilial Son�µ in 

� eG� Robert HeJel anG .atKerine 
Carlit] �Seattle: University of :asKinJton Press� ������ ��² ���

 ��� I make a similar arJument in EriF T� SFKluessel� ´Muslims at tKe Yamen Gate: Trans�
latinJ -ustiFe in Late� 4inJ ;inMianJ�µ in 
of Gunnar Jarring� eG� IlGiky %ellpr� Hann� %irJit SFKlyter� anG -un SuJawara �LeiGen: 
%rill� ������ ���² ���

 ��� StaatsbibliotKek ]u %erlin� Hartmann ���
 ��� )or e[amSle� QXDX ��:���� ���� ���² ���
 ��� QXDX �:���� ����
 ��� HunGreGs of GoFuments in tKe TurSan arFKive·s ´aSSointmentsµ seFtion � � 

aGGress tKese oϲFials· aSSointments� for e[amSles in tKe Ϯrst volume alone� see 
QXDX �:��� ��² ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� anG so on� IlGiky 
%ellpr� Hann� 

 �LeiGen: %rill� ������ ���² ���
 ��� TKe title Kas a lonJ anG FomSle[ Kistory GatinJ baFk to tKe MonJol FonTuests� It is 

attesteG earlier as � wKereas dorgha reϰeFts its SronunFiation in East Turke�
stan� Its meaninJs Kave varieG over time anG sSaFe� tKe most obvious one beinJ 
´Jovernorµ or� as in tKe MonJol aGministration of tKis reJion� ´resiGent�µ -ames 
MillwarG�  �New York: Columbia University 
Press� ������ ��� In tKe TurSan Fonte[t� its later meaninJ of ´suSerintenGentµ 
seems most aSSroSriate� GerKarG Doerfer� 
Neupersischen �:iesbaGen: )� Steiner� ������ �:���² ���

 ��� DaviG %roSKy�  �Cam�
briGJe� MA: HarvarG University Press� ������ �² ���

 ��� On tKe manaJement of water resourFes� see L� :awry]n Golab� ´A StuGy of IrriJa�
tion in East Turkestan�µ Anthropos �� ������: ���² ��� anG EriF T� SFKluessel� ´:ater� 
-ustiFe� anG LoFal Government in Turn� of� tKe� Century ;inMianJ�µ Journal of the 

 ��� no� � �DeFember �����: ���² ����
 ��� Su %eiKai anG -ianJ -ianKua�  �:ulumuTi: ;inMianJ 

Ga[ue FKubansKe� ������ ���² ���
 ��� QXDX ��:����
 ��� QXDX ��:���² ��� ���² ���
 ��� QXDX ��:���� ����
 ��� QXDX ��:���� ���� ���� ����
 ��� )or e[amSle� QXDX �:��² ���
 ��� )or e[amSle� QXDX ��:��² ���
 ��� TKe earliest GoFument I Kave founG relatinJ to tKe TurSan Fourt Gates to ���� 

�QXDX ��:����� 9arious otKer GoFuments mention it in SassinJ� :anJ -ian[in Gis�
Fusses it in a later era in Jreater Getail �:anJ -ian[in� 
Order: The Role of Islamic Leadership in the Turpan Basin [Tokyo: Institute for tKe StuGy 
of tKe LanJuaJes anG Cultures of Asia anG AfriFa� ����]� ��² ���� TKe .asKJar Fourt 
is eviGenFeG by Sartial reForGs anG manuals KelG in EuroSean anG CKinese FolleF�
tions� inFluGinJ a Kefty Ϯle of GivorFe Fases �StaatsbibliotKek %erlin� Hartmann ��� 
anG manuals of MurisSruGenFe �for e[amSle� .asKJar Museum ����� 

 anG LeiGen University Library� Or� ������ �� Courts in 
towns near .Kotan are attesteG in GoFuments Furrently KelG at tKe Center for 
ResearFK on Islam in ;inMianJ�

 ��� :anJ SKu·nan et al�� FomSs�� Xinjiang tuzhi �TaiSei: :enKai FKubansKe� ������ juan 
��� �b�
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 ��� DaviG %roSKy� ´TKe -unJKar MonJol LeJaFy anG tKe LanJuaJe of Loyalty in 4inJ 
;inMianJ�µ Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies ��� no� � ������: ���² ���

 ��� )or an e[Sloration of 4inJ lanJuaJe iGeoloJy anG tKe Fentrality of ManFKu� see 
DaviG Porter� ´%annermen as Translators: ManFKu LanJuaJe EGuFation in tKe 
HanMun %anners�µ Late Imperial China ��� no� � �DeFember ������

 ��� EriFK HaenisFK� ´TurFo� ManMuriFa aus Turfan�µ Oriens �� no� � �DeFember ������ 
���² ���

 ��� AFForGinJ to tKe ManFKu anG CKaJKatay SostsFriSts of tKe translation )uߖan 
maGe� Ke was a ManFKu bannerman of tKe borGereG blue banner anG tKe son of tKe 
aGMutant � janggin� of tKe Ili Solon CamS ManGanJJa� At tKe .asKJar FirFuit inten�
Gant·s oϲFe� Ke was only one of about eiJKty funFtionaries� but only two transla�
tors� He KelG tKe rank of si[tK� rank seFretary �zhongshu� anG was a baFKelor of tKe 
DeSartment of StuGy of tKe National AFaGemy �shujishi�� SuFK seFretaries were 
often emSloyeG for translation work in borGer stations� )uߖan was known at tKe 
%ritisK anG Russian Fonsulates� as Ke was also ϰuent in Russian� KavinJ stuGieG in 
9ernyi �later Almaty�� Gustaf MannerKeim� 

 �HelsinJfors: Svenska LitteraturslllskaSet i )inlanG� ������ ���² 
��� )uߖan later sent Kis son to learn Russian tKere as well� )uߖan eventually 
returneG to GKulMa in Ili� wKere in ���� Carl Gustaf Emil MannerKeim stayeG brieϰy 
in Kis Kome� MannerKeim refers to )uߖan as ´Sibe� Solon�µ tKe Turki Exhortations 
Falls Kim a ´ManFKu�µ anG tKe ManFKu afterworG to tKe Exhortations notes Kis 
SresenFe witK tKe ´Solon tribe �aiman��µ It is suϲFient to GesFribe Kim as a 
´ManFKu� sSeaker�µ

 ��� Guoli JuJonJ bowuyuan GuJonJ wen[ian bianMi weiyuan Kui� FomS�� Gongzhong 
dang Guangxu chao zouzhe� �� vols� �TaiSei: Guoli JuJonJ buwuyuan� ����² ���� 
�:���² ���

 ��� On tKe SrintinJ� see Rian TKum�  �CambriGJe� MA: 
HarvarG University Press� ������ ���² ��� )or a bioJraSKy of an oϲFial involveG in 
tKe SrintinJ� see National Library of CKina� SKen TonJfanJ� 
Yingjishaer zhili Tongzhi Huang jun zhuan� TKere were several SrintinJs of tKe te[t� 
witK minor variations� )or a JooG e[amSle� see StaatsbibliotKek ]u %erlin� Hart�
mann ColleFtion� =u ����� �

 ��� -oKannes Avetaranian� 
 �LonGon: AutKorsOnline� ������ ��² ��� Avetaranian·s own aFFount 

suJJests tKat tKe missionary Kimself SlayeG a vital role in )uߖan·s work� but tKis is 
not veriϮeG by tKe otKer sourFes�

 ��� StaatsbibliotKek ]u %erlin� =u �����
 ��� )or a FomSreKensive stuGy of tKese manuals� see -� E� DaОyeli� 

 �:iesbaGen: ReiFKert� ������
 ��� StaatsbibliotKek ]u %erlin� =u ����� ��² ��� TKum� Sacred Routes� ���² ���
 ��� National Library of CKina� � TKe te[t was oriJinally in 

EnJlisK� anG tKen translateG into CKaJKatay tKrouJK CKinese� I am Jrateful to 
Peter Lavelle for sKarinJ tKis te[t witK me�

 ��� 9atiFan Library� R� G� Oriente I9 ��� �� �� �� Han Hui hebi� SrefaFe� CKen =onJ]Ken� 
´  yanMiu�µ  ����� no� �� CKen =onJ]Ken iGentiϮes tKe MinJ 
Jlossary  as a likely moGel� TKe book was in use in ;inMianJ·s sFKools 
tKrouJK tKe Ϯrst GeFaGe of tKe twentietK Fentury�

 ��� On translinJual SraFtiFe� see LyGia He Liu� The Clash of Empires: The Invention of China 
 �CambriGJe� MA: HarvarG University Press� ������ ��² ���

 ��� Luopu xian xiangtuzhi� in XTZG� ���² ��
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 ��� EriF T� SFKluessel� ´LanJuaJe anG tKe State in Late 4inJ ;inMianJ�µ in 
� eG� %irJit SFKlyter anG MirMa -untunen 

�Istanbul: SweGisK ResearFK Institute in Istanbul� ������ ���² ��� ����
 ��� -�rJen OsterKammel� 

 �PrinFeton: PrinFeton University Press� ������ ����
 ��� Stevan Harrell� ´IntroGuFtion: Civili]inJ ProMeFt anG tKe ReaFtion to TKem�µ in Cul

� eG� Stevan Harrell �Seattle: University of 
:asKinJton Press� ������ �² ��� ��² ��� ���

 ��� TKomas %abinJton MaFauley� ´TKe Minute on EGuFation�µ in Sources of Indian Tradi
tion� vol� �� eG� SteSKen Hay �New York: Columbia University Press� ������ ��² ��� 
Homi %KabKa SroviGes an enliJKteninJ GisFussion of MaFaulay anG otKers like Kim 
wKo GeSloyeG tKe lanJuaJe of liberalism in serviFe of Folonial GisFiSline� Homi 
%KabKa� ´Of MimiFry anG Man: TKe AmbivalenFe of Colonial DisFourse�µ October 
��� �SSrinJ �����: ���² ���

 ��� InGia OϲFe ReForGs� L�P	S������� MannerKeim� � ���
 ��� TKis narrative Ϯrst aSSears in ���� in tKe newsSaSer  �CKinese 

�� anG later in AlStekin·s memoirs� It is reSroGuFeG in HamaGa 
Masami� ´-iKkG� KiMra et ¶Gevoir Gu sel· Gans l·Kistoire Gu Turkestan Oriental�µ Tur
cica �� ������: ��� .ataoka�  �Tگkyگ: Yࡃ]ankaku� ������ ���� 
-ames A� MillwarG anG NabiMan Tursun� ´PolitiFal History anG StrateJies of Control� 
����² �����µ in � eG� S� )reGeriFk Starr �Armonk� 
NY: M� E� SKarSe� ������ ��² ��� ��� anG MillwarG� Eurasian Crossroads� ���² ���� It Kas 
beFome somewKat of a troSe of writinJ on late� 4inJ ;inMianJ� anG an emblem of its 
Fultural violenFe in tKe absenFe of otKer sourFes�

 ��� IOR L�P	S������� MannerKeim� � ���
 ��� CKou� ´)rontier StuGies�µ ���� =Kao Yuntian� ´4inJmo [in]KenJ TiMian ;inMianJ 

wenKua Miaoyu Ge fa]Kan�µ  ����� no� �:��² ���
 ��� Li Yan anG :anJ ;iaoKui� ´4inJmo ;inMianJ sKanKou Mu FKuyi�µ Xibei Minzu Daxue 

 ����� no� �:��� ��� =uo =onJtanJ� Zuo Wenxiang gong 
quanji �TaiSei: :enKai FKubansKe� ������ �����² ���

 ��� QXDX ��:���² ��� ��:��² ���
 ��� :anJ SKu·nan et al�� Xinjiang tuzhi� xuexiao�
 ��� 4uoteG in QXDX ��:���² ���
 ��� QXDX ��:����
 ��� QXDX ��:���² ��� ���� ���� ����
 ��� QXDX ��:����
 ��� QXDX ��:���� ���² ���
 ��� QXDX ��:���² ���
 ��� QXDX ��:���² ���
 ��� QXDX ��:���� ���� Yu ;uesKi·s aJe is estimateG on tKe basis of tKe known aJes of 

some of Kis Flassmates�
 ��� MillwarG� Eurasian Crossroads� ���� �MillwarG Fites ;UAR ��� ��� ���� GateG G; �������� 

I Kave been unable to loFate tKis GoFument in tKe SublisKeG TurSan arFKive� anG so 
I susSeFt tKat it is from tKe Furrently inaFFessible SrovinFial� level arFKive�� QXDX 
��:���² ��� ���² ���

 ��� QXDX ��:���² ��� ��:���² ���
 ��� HeninJ� San zhou ji lüe �TaiSei: CKenJwen FKubansKe� ������ ���² ���
 ��� MiFKael S]onyi�  

�PrinFeton: PrinFeton University Press� ������ ���
 ��� ;iao ;ionJ� Xi jiang za shu shi� xu� juan �� �b² �a� ;iao ;ionJ �G� ����� Srobably maGe 

tKese observations on Kis visit to ;inMianJ in �����
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 ��� I9R RAN % ���� Abࡃ ¶l� MaєGҸ� � �r² �r�
 ��� QXDX ��:���² ��
 ��� )HA ��� ��� ��� ����� ���� QXDX ��:��² ���
 ��� SFKool of Oriental anG AfriFan StuGies ArFKives� PP MS �� PaSers of Professor Sir 

EGwarG Denison Ross anG LaGy Dora Ross� ����
 ��� TH�-arrinJ� ���v�
 ��� QXDX ��:���² ���
 ��� QXDX ��:���² �� ���² �� ���² ��
 ��� QXDX ��:���� Unfortunately� beFause SčMiG seems to Kave been a very Fommon 

name in TurSan at tKe time� it is GiϲFult to Getermine wKetKer otKer SčMiGs in tKe 
arFKive were tKe same man�

 ��� QXDX ��:���� ���² ��� ����
 ��� QXDX ��:��
 ��� QXDX ��:����
 ��� Gongzhong dang Guangxu chao zouzhe� �:���² ��
 ��� QXDX �:��² ��� ����
 ��� QXDX ��:���² ��� ��:���² ���
 ��� QXDX ��:��² ��� ���² ��� ���² ��� ��:���² ���
 ��� QXDX ��:���² ���
 ��� QXDX ��:���² ��� ���� ���² ��
 ��� QXDX ��:���² ���
 ��� -oKn T|rnTuist�  �StoFk�

Kolm: Svenska missionsf|rbunGets f|rlaJ� ������ ����
 ��� YanJ =enJ[in� FomS��  �TaiSei: CKenJwen FKubansKe� ������ � 

�����² ���
 ��� YanJ =enJ[in� dingji xia� �����² ��� � �����² ��� ;UAR ArFKive M�������Y-������ 

M�������Y-������ M�������Y-������ M�������Y-������ M�������Y-������
 ��� ;UAR ArFKive M�������Y-������ M�������Y-������ M�������Y-������ M�������Y-������ 

M�������Y-������ M�������Y-������
 ��� )or e[amSle� =KanJ SKiFai et al�� eGs��  �:ulumuTi: 

;inMianJ Ga[ue FKubansKe� ������ ���² ���
 ��� ;UAR ArFKive M�������Y-������ M�������Y-������ M�������Y-������ M�������Y-������ 

M�������Y-������
 ��� Daniele Conversi� ´ReassessinJ Current TKeories of Nationalism: Nationalism as 

%ounGary MaintenanFe anG Creation�µ Nationalism and Ethnic Politics �� no� � ������: 
��² ���

 ��� SiGiT MusayuS� ́ ¶CKala tonJFKi aGlm |lt�r�r· GeJln s|]ninJ keliS FKiTisK Mlryani�µ 
 ��:���² ��� I am Jrateful to Aynur .aGir for mentioninJ 

tKis sayinJ�
 ��� Tailaiti :ubuli anG AiliMianJ Aisa� ´YiMian Juanyu MinJuo Tinian .uFKe Sanluan 

Ge [in wensKu³ ¶MaKemuGe su Ali He]Kuo Sanluan ]KuanJ· yisKi�µ  
����� no� �:��² ���

 ��� I GisFuss tKis Fase in Jreater Getail in EriF T� SFKluessel� ´Muslims at tKe Yamen 
Gate: TranslatinJ -ustiFe in Late� 4inJ ;inMianJ�µ in 

� eG� IlGiky %ellpr� Hann� %irJit SFKlyter� anG -un SuJa�
wara �LeiGen: %rill� ������ ���² ���

 ���� M� M� %akKtin� The Dialogic Imagination �Austin: University of Te[as Press� ������ ���� 
Miyako Inoue� ´StenoJraSKy anG 9entriloTuism in Late NineteentK Century 
-aSan�µ Language and Communication �� ������: ���² ���

 ���� -anet TKeiss� ´E[SlaininJ tKe SKrew: Narratives of SSousal 9iolenFe anG tKe Cri�
tiTue of MasFulinity in EiJKteentK� Century Criminal Cases�µ in 
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� eG� Robert HeJel anG .atKerine Car�
lit] �Seattle: University of :asKinJton Press� ������ ��² ��� ���

 ���� .arasawa� ´Hanasukoto to kakukoto no Ka]ama Ge�µ
 ���� TKomas %uoye� ´SuGGenly MurGerous Intent Arose: %ureauFrati]ation anG %enevo�

lenFe in EiJKteentK� Century HomiFiGe ReSorts�µ Late Imperial China ��� no� � ������: 
��² ��� -ennifer NeiJKbors� ´Criminal Intent anG HomiFiGe Law in 4inJ anG ReSub�
liFan CKinaµ �PKD Giss�� University of California� Los AnJeles� ������ ��

 ���� QXDX ��:���² �� ���² ���
 ���� .arasawa� ´Hanasukoto to kakukoto no Ka]ama Ge�µ
 ���� SFKluessel� ´Muslims at tKe Yamen Gate�µ ����
 ���� Sally EnJle Merry� ´Law anG Colonialism�µ  ��� no� � ������: 

���² ���
 ���� .arl MenJes anG N� TK� .atanov� � � vols� ������ 

����� LeiS]iJ: =entralantiTuariat Ger DeutsFKen DemokratisFKen ReSublik� ������ 
�:��² ��� �:��² ���

 ���� QXDX ��:��² ���
 ���� -arrinJ Prov� ���� ´%utlarninJ bayčni�µ

 ���� QXDX ��:���� ;UAR ArFKive M�������Y-������
 ���� QXDX ��:���

�� %aG :omen anG Lost CKilGren

 �� QXDX ��:���� ����
 �� RoJers %rubaker�  �CambriGJe� MA: HarvarG University Press� 

������ ��² ���
 �� On tKe etKnoJraSKy of women·s lives anG se[uality� see LinGa %enson� ´A MuFK� 

MarrieG :oman: MarriaJe anG DivorFe in ;inMianJ ����² �����µ Muslim World ��� 
nos� �² � �-uly² OFtober �����: ���² ��� LinGa %enson� ´TKe 4uestion of :omen: Dis�
FoverinJ UyJKur :omen·s History in NortKwestern CKina�µ Oriental Archive �� 
������: ��² ��� IlGiky %ellpr� Hann� 

 �LeiGen: %rill� ������ ���² ���� ���² ���� SartiFu�
larly ���² �� on temSorary marriaJe� Srostitution� anG aGultery�

 �� AGrienne Davis� ´¶Don·t Let NoboGy %otKer Yo· PrinFiSle·: TKe Se[ual EFonomy of 
AmeriFan Slavery�µ in � eG� SKaron Harley anG tKe 
%laFk :omen anG :ork ColleFtive �New %runswiFk� N-: RutJers University Press� 
������ ���² ��� ���² ���

 �� SKaKla Haeri�  �SyraFuse: SyraFuse Uni�
versity Press� ������ MattKew Sommer� 
China: Survival Strategies and Judicial Interventions �OaklanG: University of California 
Press� ������ �� )or a Fase stuGy of female boGies as obMeFts of e[FKanJe in tKe Fre�
ation of male Fommunity� see Amy Stanley� 

 �%erkeley: University of California Press� ������
 �� Ann Stoler� ´Se[ual Aϸronts anG RaFial )rontiers: EuroSean IGentities anG tKe Cul�

tural PolitiFs of E[Flusion in Colonial SoutKeast Asia�µ 
 ��� no� � ������: ���² ���

 �� My FonFeStion anG treatment of marriaJe tKrouJKout tKis FKaSter are informeG 
by MattKew Sommer·s work on se[uality anG marriaJe in imSerial CKina: Sommer� 

 �StanforG: StanforG University Press� ������ 
anG Sommer� �
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 �� )or an e[tenGeG stuGy of tKe femini]ation anG erotiFi]ation of tKe Miao SeoSle in 
CKinese GisFourse anG reSresentation� see Louisa SFKein� 

 �DurKam� NC: Duke University Press� ������
 �� %ellpr� Hann� � ����
 ��� %ellpr� Hann� ���² ��� %ritisK Library� InGia OϲFe ReForGs L�P	S�������� Nanjiang 

nongcun shehui �%eiMinJ: Min]u FKubansKe� ������ ��� %enson� ´A MuFK� MarrieG 
:oman�µ

 ��� I9R RAN % ���� �
 ��� On women·s eFonomiF life� see %ellpr� Hann� � ���² ����
 ��� Similar GynamiFs are GoFumenteG in -ay DautFKer� 

 �CambriGJe� MA: HarvarG Uni�
versity Asia Center� ������

 ��� QXDX ��:���² �� TKe ta[� SayinJ KouseKolG� as 4inJ oϲFials in TurSan assesseG it� 
reSresenteG a JrouS of SeoSle livinJ in tKe same Kouse� TKis number aSSro[imates 
family si]e�

 ��� AveraJe KouseKolG si]e is FalFulateG from aJJreJate SoSulation Gata FolleFteG in 
����� ����� ����� anG ����� Data for ���� anG ���� GistinJuisK Muslims from Han 
anG SroviGe numbers of inGiviGual men anG women� as well as numbers of Kouse�
KolGs� HouseKolG si]e in Musulman� maMority areas was Fonsistently arounG Ϯve to 
si[ members� :ei GuanJtao� Kanding Xinjiang ji �Harbin: HeilonJMianJ Miaoyu FKu�
bansKe� ������ juan �� �r² �v� anonymous� ´;inMianJ sKe[inJ sKenJ yiµ in Xiaofanghu 

� � zhi� �� ���a² ��b� Cao -iJuan� Xinjiang jianzhi zhi� �:�b² ��b� :anJ 
SKu·nan et al�� FomSs� Xinjiang tuzhi �TaiSei: :enKai FKubansKe� ������ minzheng �a² 
��b� :u TieTun� ´4inJGai ;inMianJ MiansKenJ TianKou Yili renkou bianTian kao�µ 
Xinjiang difang zhi � �MarFK �����: ��² ��� =KanJ DaMun� Xinjiang fengbao qishi nian 
�Taibei: Lan[i FKubansKe� ������ �����² �� Ta[ reJisters from TurSan FonϮrm tKat 
tKe same was true loFally �QXDX ��:���² � anG ���² ����

 ��� %ellpr� Hann� � ���² ��� A researFK reSort from ���� from GKulMa 
aSSears to GesFribe one instanFe of temSorary marriaJe �
ocha [%eiMinJ: Min]u FKubansKe� ����]� ��� wKile tKe .asKJar reSort from ���� 
Fomments brieϰy on suFK ´seFretµ marriaJes �Nanjiang nongcun shehui� ���� One 
woman in tKe .asKJar villaJe wKo was marrieG tKirty� tKree times may Fertainly 
Kave Gone so tKrouJK temSorary marriaJe� InGia OϲFe reForGs also Fomment on 
tKese issues wKere tKey touFKeG on %ritisK subMeFts �InGia OϲFe ReForGs� L�P	S� 
��������

 ��� Haeri� � ��² ��� ��� ���
 ��� I Kave stuGieG tKe available manusFriSts� but tKere is no room to GisFuss tKem at 

lenJtK Kere� See LeiGen University Library Or� ������ � .asKJar 
Museum ���� � LeiGen University Library Or� ������ Zubdatu 

�
 ��� %ellpr� Hann� � ���² ���
 ��� %ellpr� Hann� ����
 ��� ;iao ;ionJ� Xijiang za shu shi �Su]Kou: =Ken[in sKusKe� ����² ���� �a² �b� �b�
 ��� Stevan Harrell asserts tKat ´Civili]ers of all sorts Kave seen SeriSKeral SeoSles as 

botK erotiF anG SromisFuous in tKeir beKavior� as beinJ at a lower level of Fulture 
wKere tKey Kave not yet learneG tKe SroSer Fivili]eG morals of se[ual reSression 
anG�or KySoFrisy�µ Stevan Harrell� ´IntroGuFtion: Civili]inJ ProMeFt anG tKe ReaF�
tion to TKem�µ in � eG� Stevan Harrell 
�Seattle: University of :asKinJton Press� ������ �² ��� ���

 ��� Of Fourse� any reasonably well� traveleG CKinese literatus woulG Kave reFoJni]eG 
tKe Jreat Giversity of SraFtiFes surrounGinJ marriaJe anG se[uality in CKina 
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SroSer� �Sommer� � Fovers a ranJe of tKem � InvokinJ tKese 
troSes of GiϸerenFe reϰeFteG a lonJ traGition of essentiali]inJ tKe OtKer in terms 
of Geviation from elite ConfuFian familial norms�

 ��� Gui E� ´-in Hami sKiyi sKu�µ in Mingdai Hami Tulufan ziliao huibian� eG� CKen GaoKua 
�:ulumuTi: ;inMianJ renmin FKubansKe� ������ ���² ��� ���²���

 ��� %ellpr� Hann� � ���² ���
 ��� See SassaJes in Baicheng xian xiangtuzhi� ���� Yanqi fu xiangtuzhi� ���� Ruoqiang xian 

xiangtuzhi� ���� Kuche zhilizhou xiangtuzhi� ���� anG Xinping xian xiangtuzhi� ���� ���� 
all in XTZG� On tKe Kistory of UyJKur surnames� see bslG Sulayman� ´HybriG Name 
Culture in ;inMianJ: Problems SurrounGinJ UyJKur Name�Surname PraFtiFes anG 
TKeir Reform�µ in � eG� IlGiky 
%ellpr� Hann� Cristina Cesaro� RaFKel Harris� anG -oanne SmitK )inley �AlGersKot� 
U.: AsKJate� ������ ���² ���� ���� ����

 ��� Wensu xian xiangtuzhi� ���� � ���� Hetian zhilizhou xiangtuzhi� ���� 
���� ���� Shule fu xiangtuzhi� ���� Pishan xian xiangtuzhi� ���� aG nauseam� in XTZG�

 ��� A story about Musulman sSonsorsKiS of tomb maintenanFe was Sart of Du TonJ·s 
arJument tKat tKe Musulman SossesseG a sSirit of Jenerosity emboGieG in tKeir 
veneration of anFestors� :anJ SKu·nan et al�� Xinjiang tuzhi� juan ��� �b�

 ��� QXDX �:����
 ��� :illiam C� -ones� trans�� The Great Qing Code �New York: O[forG University Press� 

������ ���² ��� Da Qing lü li� ���� eGition� KttS:�� lsF � FKineseleJalFulture � orJ � � statute 
���� chu qi�

 ��� Sommer� � ��� ����
 ��� NPM ������� TKe SrovinFial Slan for Hunan establisKeG by memorial in ���� sSe�

FiϮFally inFreaseG SunisKments for Gemobili]eG solGiers wKo FommitteG Frimes� 
Liu Yanbo� ´:an 4inJ lianJ Hu GiTu ]Kou[ian ¶MiuGi ]KenJfa· sKulun�µ Jinan xuebao 

 ����� no� �:���² ���
 ��� -ames MillwarG�  �New York: Columbia Uni�

versity Press� ������ ����
 ��� %rian Steele� ´TKomas -eϸerson·s GenGer )rontier�µ  ��� 

no� � �-une �����: ��² ���
 ��� :ei GuanJtao� Kanding Xinjiang ji� juan �� �r² �v�
 ��� QXDX ��:���� TKis orGer is not reForGeG in metroSolitan GoFuments but is founG in 

tKe TurSan arFKives�
 ��� QXDX ��:����
 ��� %ellpr� Hann� � ���� )� GrenarG� 

� St� ��  �Paris: 
Ernest Lerou[� ������ ���² ���

 ��� QXDX ��:���² ��� ����
 ��� G; ����� ´4inKuo An yi MianMin yiMiu fenbie banli ]Ke�µ in Liu -intanJ� Liu Xiangqin 

gong zougao �TaiSei: CKenJwen CKubansKe� ������ juan �� ��a² ��a�
 ��� QXDX ��:����
 ��� QXDX ��:����
 ��� QXDX ��:��² ��� TKe FataloJers aSSear to Kave misGateG tKis GoFument to G; 

���r���� anG misreaG :ei·s surname as =Kao�
 ��� SFattereG stories inGiFate tKat ;ianJ Army elites also enJaJeG in tKe traGe� but 

SerKaSs tKey were better at KiGinJ tKeir aFtivities� or FonGuFtinJ tKem in seem�
inJly leJitimate ways� G� G� :arren� ´D·Ollone·s InvestiJation on CKinese Moslems�µ 

 � ������: ����
 ��� -arrinJ Prov� ���� ࠦčlib ǴkKࡃnG� � ���r�
 ��� QXDX ��:����
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 ��� See� for e[amSle� a Fase from ����: QXDX ��:����
 ��� QXDX ��:���a� ���b� ���� ���² ��
 ��� QXDX ��:���² ��
 ��� Guoli JuJonJ bowuyuan GuJonJ wen[ian bianMi weiyuan Kui� FomS�� Gongzhong dang 

Guangxu chao zouzhe� �� vols� �TaiSei: Guoli JuJonJ buwuyuan� ����² ���� �:��² ���
 ��� %ellpr� Hann� � ���² ���
 ��� CKaJKatay GoFument GateG MG ��������� Srivate FolleFtion� hr�mFKi�
 ��� In .Ka]ҸmaK·s Fase� for e[amSle� Ker younJ KusbanG·s inability to SroviGe Ker 

witK a SromiseG  of FlotKinJ was one sourFe of friFtion in tKeir marriaJe� )or 
an e[amSle of a silver � see QXDX ��:����

 ��� Sommer� �
 ��� QXDX ��:���² ��� ���� IOR L�P	S�������� L�P	S�������� L�P	S������� anG L�P	S� 

������
 ��� EriF T� SFKluessel� ´TKe Law anG tKe ¶Law·: Two .inGs of LeJal SSaFe in Late� 4inJ 

CKina�µ  �� �November �����: ���
 ��� Da Qing lüli� statute ���� lüe ren lüe mai ren�
 ��� QXDX ��:����
 ��� QXDX ��:���� ���� ���� ���� ���� TKe name ´Piya]aµ Fomes from a traGition of nam�

inJ a FKilG after a Fommon item tKat is Flose at KanG� in tKis Fase ´onion�µ witK an 
aGGeG � a to inGiFate feminine JenGer�

 ��� QXDX ��:��� ��� ���
 ��� QXDX ��:���� ���² ��� ���² ��� ���� ���� ���² ��� ���� ��:����
 ��� DautFKer� � ��² ���
 ��� .arl MenJes anG N� TK� .atanov� � � vols� ������ 

����� LeiS]iJ: =entralantiTuariat Ger DeutsFKen DemokratisFKen ReSublik� ������ 
�:��² ���

 ��� -anet TKeiss�  
�%erkeley: University of California Press� ������ ��² ��� TKe Fase SresenteG Kere is 
similar to tKe one TKeiss narrates in ���� on tKe Miao frontier�

 ��� QXDX ��:���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
 ��� CKarles AGolSKus Murray� Earl of Dunmore� 

Russian Central Asia� � vols� �LonGon: -� Murray� ������ �:���² ���
 ��� QXDX ��:���² �� :Kile tKe Gate of tKis KouseKolG reJister is unFlear� MuGJinJ from 

FirFumstantial eviGenFe� it was written wKen tKis Fase took SlaFe or witKin a few 
years after�

 ��� QXDX ��:����
 ��� 9ivien :� NJ� ´IGeoloJy anG Se[uality: RaSe Laws in 4inJ CKina�µ Journal of Asian 

Studies ��� no� � ������: ��² ��� TKeiss� Disgraceful Matters� ���² ����
 ��� MenJes anG .atanov� � �:��² ���
 ��� QXDX ��:���� ´%aiKeitanJµ is Srobably a transliteration of tKe name %akKta .Kan� 

anG yet tKe uniTue FKoiFe of FKaraFters to reSresent tKose sounGs was stable 
aFross GoFuments� unlike many transliterations� TKis suJJests tKat tKe woman in 
Tuestion was known by tKis sSeFiϮF name anG its FKaraFters· meaninJs�

 ��� QXDX ��:����
 ��� MenJes anG .atanov� � �:��² ���
 ��� QXDX ��:���� ���² ��� ���� ��:��� ��� ��� ��² ���
 ��� )or e[amSles� see -eϸ SnyGer� Reinke� ´Afterlives of tKe DeaG: UnFoverinJ Graves 

anG MisKanGlinJ CorSses in NineteentK� Century CKina�µ  
��� no� � ������: �² ��� Melissa MaFauley� 
ters in Late Imperial China �StanforG: StanforG University Press� ������ ���² ���
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 ��� Gongzhongdang Guangxu chao zouzhe� �:��² ���
 ��� QXDX ��:����
 ��� MenJes anG .atanov� � �:��² ���
 ��� QXDX ��:����
 ��� QXDX ��:����
 ��� QXDX ��:��² ���
 ��� QXDX ��:����
 ��� QXDX ��:���² ��� ����
 ��� ;iao ;ionJ� Xijiang za shu shi� juan �� �a² �b�
 ��� A similar FonFeStion of transJressive mobility� anG of ´transJressive intimaFies�µ 

Fan be founG in DaviG Ambaras� 
the Borders of Empire �CambriGJe: CambriGJe University Press� ������

 ��� MiFKel )ouFault� � vol� �� An Introduction �New York: 9intaJe� 
������ ����

 ��� Ann Stoler� ´RetKinkinJ Colonial CateJories: EuroSean Communities anG tKe 
%ounGaries of Rule�µ  ��� no� � �-anu�
ary �����: ���² ��� Stoler� 
and the Colonial Order of Things �DurKam� NC: Duke University Press� ������ �² ���

 ��� QXDX ��:���� ����
 ��� QXDX ��:��� ��: ����
 ��� QXDX ��:���² ��� ��:��� ���
 ��� Da Qing lü li� statute ��� shouliu mishi zinü�

�� ReFolleFtinJ %ones

 �� QXDX ��:��² ��� QXDX ��:���
 �� RaKill Dawut�  �hr�mFKi: SKinManJ kKllT nlsKriyati� ������ ���² �� 

4urbčn AlҸ .KčliGҸ�  �.a]an·: 4a]čn universitetininJ 
���� �abkKčnasiࠃ�� ��² ��� SayrčmҸ GisFusses tKe sKrine at lenJtK anG� in a later 
version of Kis Kistory� SroviGes a FritiTue of its autKentiFity from an IslamiF 
reformist SersSeFtive �TH�%eiMinJ� ���² ����

 �� TH�%eiMinJ� ���� �
 �� TH�%eiMinJ� ����
 �� DominiFk LaCaSra�  �%altimore: -oKns HoSkins Uni�

versity Press� ������ [iv² [v�
 �� LaCaSra� ��� ��² ���
 �� )enJ -unJuanJ� Xi xing riji �SKanJKai� ���� [GuanJ[u [insi]�� �b� ��a² ��a� ��a² ��b� 

��b² ��a�
 �� )enJ -unJuanJ� �a� ��a�
 �� )enJ -unJuanJ� �a² �b� ��b² ��a� ��a² ��b�
 ��� )enJ -unJuanJ refers to :anJ =KenJsKenJ by Kis style name ;iaoFun �Xi xing riji� 

�a² �b� ��a� ��a� ��b² ��a� ��a� ��a��
 ��� :anJ =KensKenJ� Xi zheng riji ������� �a�
 ��� :anJ =KensKenJ� ��a² ��b�
 ��� 4i YunsKi·s �����² ������ Xi chui zhu zhici �SKanJKai: SKanJKai GuMi CKubansKe� ������
 ��� TKe worG  Kas a broaG ranJe of meaninJs� rouJKly aSSro[imatinJ ´outsiGer�µ
 ��� Tobie Meyer� )onJ� 

China �StanforG: StanforG University Press� ������ ��
 ��� =KanJ Daye� 

math� trans� ;iaofei Tian �Seattle: University of :asKinJton Press� ������ ��² ���
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 ��� Huitu Xiangjun ping ni zhuan �SKanJKai: SKanJKai sKuMu� ���� [GuanJ[u jihai]�� Huitu 
Zuo gong ping xi zhuan �SKanJKai: SKanJKai sKuMu� ���� [GuanJ[u jihai]�� ReSrintinJs 
were maGe at several SrintinJ Kouses� inFluGinJ tKe -in]KanJ sKuMu� GuanJyi 
sKuMu� anG GonJKe sKuMu� Print anG miFroϮlm FoSies are KelG in tKe HarvarG� 
Columbia� anG PrinFeton libraries�

 ��� TKe novel was aSSarently ratKer SoSular� as it was reSrinteG� often unGer tKe title 
Romance of Prince Zuo Wenxiang [Zongtang] Recovering the West �Zuo Wenxiang gong 

�� TKere is eviGenFe to suJJest tKat tKese novels tKemselves were 
baseG on a Sair of reFent Slays of tKe same titles� also SublisKeG in SKanJKai�

 ��� NiJel C� Hunt�  �CambriGJe: CambriGJe University Press� 
������ ���² ��

 ��� TA�Pelliot� �r� TH�%eiMinJ� �² �� TH�-arrinJ� �r�
 ��� Yi[in et al�� FomSs�� Qinding pingding Shaan Gan Xinjiang Hui fei fanglüe� in Qi sheng 

fanglüe� vols� ���² ������ juan ���� ��
 ���  ����� [GuanJ[u xinmao]�� juan �� �² �� )or more suFK stories� see� for 

e[amSle� =Kou MinJyi� FomS�� Qianzhou zhi gao �4ianyinJ sKuyuan� ���� [GuanJ[u 
jiashen]�� juan �� ��� anG Hou CKenJ[iu anG HuanJ HeTinJ� FomSs�� 
zhi� reSroGuFeG in Zhongguo difangzhi jicheng ������ SKanJKai: SKanJKai sKuMu� ������ 
juan ���

 ��� MattKew Sommer� 
and Judicial Interventions �OaklanG: University of California Press� ������ �� Gemon�
strates tKat unortKoGo[ SraFtiFes like wiGow remarriaJe were muFK more Fom�
mon tKan tKe oϲFial KistoriFal reForG woulG leaG us to believe�

 ���  ������� juan ��
 ��� Sun YinJke� FomS�� Qianhou ershisi xiao tushuo �YanJ]Kou: %anwu tanJ� ���� [Dao�

JuanJ xinchou]�� �� ���
 ��� Meyer� )onJ� What Remains� ���² ��
 ��� Hunt� � ����
 ��� See� for e[amSle� Tao Mo·s arJument for establisKinJ ConfuFian sFKools anG tKe 

baojia system in NPM ���������� QXDX ��:����
 ��� TKis is eviGenFeG in a number of Ja]etteers in XTZG� inFluGinJ tKose for DiKua 

Founty ����� 4itai ����� CKanJMi ����� Hutubi ����� anG TurSan ����� ����� Must to name 
a few�

 ��� :ei GuanJtao� Kanding Xinjiang ji �Harbin: HeilonJMianJ Miaoyu FKubansKe� ������ 
juan �� �a² �a�

 ��� Yi[in et al�� � juan ���� �² �� juan 
���� �² ��

 ��� � ��� in XTZG�
 ��� Qitai xian xiangtu zhi� ��� in XTZG�
 ��� Ananya -aKanara .abir� ´AnaloJy in Translation: ImSerial Rome� MeGieval EnJ�

lanG� anG %ritisK InGia�µ in Postcolonial Approaches to the European Middle Ages: Trans
lating Cultures� eG� Ananya -aKanara .abir anG Deanne :illiams �CambriGJe: Cam�
briGJe University Press� ������ ���² ����

 ��� :u AiFKen�  �:ulumuTi: ;inMianJ renmin FKubansKe� ������ ����
 ��� Nailene -oseSKine CKou� ´)rontier StuGies anG CKanJinJ )rontier AGministration 

in Late CK·inJ CKina: TKe Case of SinkianJ� ����² ����µ �PKD Giss�� University of 
:asKinJton� ������ ���² ���

 ��� ;iao ;ionJ� Xijiang za shu shi �Su]Kou: =Ken[in sKusKe� ����² ���� juan �� ��b² ��a� 
��a� :anJ SKu·nan SroviGes a strikinJ Fontrast� :anJ emSKasi]eG tKe GistinFtive�
ness of tKe Han� TanJ leJaFy for tKe CKinese but e[FluGeG tKe Musulmans from 
it� �:anJ SKu·nan et al�� FomSs�� Xinjiang tuzhi [TaiSei: :enKai FKubansKe� ����]� 
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xuexiao �� �����: ´TKe otKer kinG·s oriJins are Giϸerent from ours� To sSeak witK 
tKem about our Han anG TanJ is like wKen our SeoSle listen to tKe anFient Kistory 
of InGia: It is FonfusinJ anG alien�µ� Yet :anJ was a SroliϮF antiTuarian wKo Sro�
GuFeG an entire book of insFriStions founG in tKe reJion�

 ��� � ��� in XTZG�
 ��� Luntai xian xiangtuzhi� ���� in XTZG�
 ��� Suilai xian xiangtuzhi� ��� in XTZG�
 ��� L� -� Newby� ´TKe CKinese Literary ConTuest of ;inMianJ�µ Modern China ��� no� � 

�OFtober �����: ���² ��� -ames MillwarG� ´¶CominJ Onto tKe MaS·: ¶:estern ReJions· 
GeoJraSKy anG CartoJraSKiF NomenFlature in tKe MakinJ of CKinese EmSire in 
;inMianJ�µ Late Imperial China ��� no� � ������: ��² ���

 ��� )or e[amSle� Pei -inJfu� He hai Kunlun lu �SKanJKai: :enminJ sKuMu� ���� [GuanJ[u 
��]�� ���� ���� ����

 ��� PiSer Gaubat]� 
 �StanforG: StanforG University Press� ������ ��² ��� HeninJ� San zhou jilüe 

�TaiSei: CKenJwen FKubansKe� ������ juan ��
 ��� Pei -inJfu� He hai Kunlun lu� ���� Dai LianJ]uo�  �:ulumuTi: ;inMianJ 

renmin FKubansKe� ������ ���² ���
 ��� PrasenMit Duara� ´SuSersFribinJ Symbols: TKe MytK of GuanGi� CKinese GoG of 

:ar�µ Journal of Asian Studies ��� no� � ������: ����
 ��� EriF T� SFKluessel� ´ConJ FKenJKuanJ Gao sKu]u: DinJ[ianJ :anJ ]ai ;inMianJ�µ 

 ��� no� � �OFtober �����: ���² ���
 ��� Dihua xian xiangtu zhi� ��� in XTZG� Gaubat]� �
 ��� .KčliGҸ� � �� I9R RAN C ���� .KčliGҸ� � 

�a² �a�
 ��� SeyyeG Hossein Nasr et al�� eGs��  

�New York: HarSerOne� ������ ��:���
 ��� TKis Tuotation is from tKe Srint version of tKe book� TKe manusFriSt reaGs� ´OtKer 

SeoSle neeG a SlaFe to live� too� If you Gon·t Jo to tKe tomb� tKere·ll be no GanJer� 
TKerefore� no otKer lanG will be Jiven to you�µ

 ��� Rian TKum�  �CambriGJe� MA: HarvarG University 
Press� ������ ����

 ��� TKere is a riFK traGition of sFKolarsKiS on tKis toSiF� )or one SrovoFative tKeory on 
tKe interFonneFtion of Kistory� ritual� Fommunity� anG tKe saFreG� see Paul Steven 
SanJren�  �StanforG: StanforG Uni�
versity Press� ������

 ��� Meyer� )onJ� What Remains� ��² ��� ��² ���� ���� On tKe iGea of mortuary SolitiFs� see 
9inFent %rown�  
�CambriGJe� MA: HarvarG University Press� ������

 ��� QXDX ��:���� ���� ���� ���a� ���a�
 ��� QXDX ��:���� ���b� ���b�
 ��� Lee -� Alston� EGwyna Harris� anG %ernarGo Mueller� ´TKe DeveloSment of ProSerty 

RiJKts on )rontiers: EnGowments� Norms� anG PolitiFs�µ  
��� no� �:���² ���

 ��� Liu -intanJ� Liu Xiangqin gong zou gao �TaiSei: CKenJwen CKubansKe� ������ juan �� 
��a² ��a�

 ��� Da Qing lü li� ���� eGition� KttS:�� lsF � FKineseleJalFulture � orJ � � statute ���� fa zhong�
 ��� QXDX ��:��� ��� ��² ��� ��� ���² �� ����
 ��� QXDX ��:���² ���
 ��� Cao -iJuan� Xinjiang jianzhi zhi �TaiSei: ;uesKenJ SKuMu� ������ juan �� �b² ��b� :anJ 

SKu·nan et al�� Xinjiang tuzhi� minzheng �² �� �b² �b�
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 ��� TKis seFtion is summari]eG from EriF T� SFKluessel� ´E[ileG GoGs: Territory� His�
tory� EmSire� anG a Hunanese Deity in ;inMianJ�µ Late Imperial China �fortKFominJ��

 ��� Yi %aisKa�  �SKanJKai: SKanJKai sKuGian� ������ ���
 ��� Yu =Ki�  �%aosKan tanJ� ������ �b² �a�
 ��� .ataoka� � ���² ��� )or Getails� see XTZG� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� 

anG ���� anG anonymous� FomS�� Shache fu zhi� in Zhongguo xibei xijian fangzhi xu ji 
������ %eiMinJ: =KonJKua TuanJuo tusKuJuan wen[ian suowei fu]Ki ]KonJ[in� 
���� [;uantonJ �]�� ��:���² ��� ����

 ��� Mao Dun� ´;inMianJ fenJtu ]a yi�µ in  �%eiMinJ: Renmin wen[ue FKu�
bansKe� ����² ���� �:���² ��� ���² ���

 ��� Mao Dun� ���� :anJ PenJKui� ´CKonJMian fenJKua: wan 4inJ MinJuo TianTi :ulu�
muTi Ge miaoyu yu sKeKui ronJKe�µ  ����:���

 ��� E� -� Hobsbawm�  �Cam�
briGJe: CambriGJe University Press� ������ ��² ���

 ��� RoJers %rubaker�  �CambriGJe� MA: HarvarG University Press� 
������ ��² ���

 ��� Devin De:eese� 
Conversion to Islam in Historical and Epic Tradition �University Park: University of 
Pennsylvania Press� ������ ���

�� HistoriFal EstranJement anG tKe EnG of EmSire

 �� TA�Pelliot� ��v� TH�%eiMinJ� ���² �� ���² ��� TH�-arrinJ� ��v� ���r� ���v² ���r�
 �� TA�Pelliot� �r� TH�%eiMinJ� �² �� TH�-arrinJ� �r�
 �� Mulla Musa Sayrami� � trans� bnwlr %aytur �%eyMinJ: Millltllr 

NlsKriyati� ������ �² ��� bnwlr %aytur� ´Mulla Musa Sayrami sKe·irliriGin tal�
lanma�µ Bulaq �� ������: ���² ����

 �� TKe title of tKe  is GiϲFult to translate� MullaK Mࡃsa·s Kistory was 
oriJinally FalleG tKe � tKe name of wKiFK refers to tKe Satron of a 
manusFriSt Ke FomSoseG in ����� AFForGinJ to one e[Slanation� it reϰeFts tKe time 
of SeaFe³ ³ in wKiFK Ke wrote� anG so we may Fall it tKe ´History of PeaFe�µ 
%y ����� aFForGinJ to tKe same arJument� SayrčmҸ was GisillusioneG witK 4inJ anG 
founG KoSe insteaG in tKe Ottoman sultan AbG�lKamiG II� TKus Ke nameG tKe new 
version of Kis work� wKiFK was Jreatly e[SanGeG� tKe  after Kim� TKe 

 was also nameG for a Musulman oϲFial in Aksu nameG AmҸn %eJ 
wKo KaG Satroni]eG SayrčmҸ� but of Fourse tKe title FoulG Kave a Gual meaninJ 
�.� Usmanov� ́ Molla Musa Sayrami: Ta·rikK� i amniya�µ in 

²  [Alma Ata: Nauka� ����]� �² ���� Moreover� AmҸn %eJ is 
only mentioneG as a Satron in tKe earliest known version� In any Fase� tKe later 

 Fontains nearly all of tKe te[t of tKe earlier  but 
also e[SanGs uSon it siJniϮFantly� Musa Sayramiy� 

� trans� AbGurl·oS Polat Tlklimakani �Istanbul: Tlklimakan UyJKur nlsKri�
yati� ������ ��² ��� I tKerefore ϮnG it useful to refer to botK as tKe �

 �� HoGonJ .im Sraises SayrčmҸ e[tensively for Kis aFFuraFy anG ´sounG KistoriFal 
MuGJment�µ .im� 

 �StanforG: StanforG University Press� ������ [vi�
 �� TKe � for e[amSle� Getails tKe story at lenJtK� Abࡃ ¶l� GKč]Ҹ %aKaGur 

.Kan� 
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un index� eG� anG trans� Petr I� Desmaisons �AmsterGam: PKilo� ������ ��² ���
 �� TH�%eiMinJ� ��² ���
 �� Abࡃ ¶l� )aঋl b� Mubčrak� � vol� �� eG� anG trans� :Keeler M� 

TKaFkston �CambriGJe� MA: HarvarG University Press� ������ ����
 �� Devin De:eese� 

Conversion to Islam in Historical and Epic Tradition �University Park: University of 
Pennsylvania Press� ������ ���² ���

 ��� TKe  of Mir]a ҇ayGar DuJKlat Sresents tKe story of TuJKluT Tem�r 
.Kan at lenJtK �
Moghulistan� trans� :Keeler M� TKaFkston [CambriGJe� MA: HarvarG University� 
DeSartment of Near Eastern LanJuaJes anG Civili]ations� ����]� �² ����

 ��� TH�%eiMinJ� ��² ��� TH�-arrinJ� �v² �v� TKe story is aGaSteG Flosely from tKe Shaja
�

 ��� .im� � ���� TH�%eiMinJ� ��� :Kile tKe te[t about TuJKluJ Tem�r 
.Kan is aGaSteG from tKe � SayrčmҸ aSSarently felt tKat it was 
imSortant also to inFluGe tKe Ϯrst Islami]er of tKe Turks� wKom tKe  
Goes not mention�

 ��� TH�%eiMinJ� ��� TH�-arrinJ� ��r�
 ��� TH�%eiMinJ� ��² ��� TH�-arrinJ ��r² ��v� TA�Pelliot ��r�
 ��� TH�%eiMinJ� ��� TH�-arrinJ� ��v�
 ��� TKis may a Moke on SayrčmҸ·s Sart or tKat of Kis sourFes about tKe e[FKanJe value 

of CKinese for Muslims� On tKe otKer KanG� tKe number forty is numeroloJiFally 
siJniϮFant in UyJKur Fulture anG often siJniϮes ´manyµ of sometKinJ�

 ��� TH�%eiMinJ Kas simSly � wKile TA�Pelliot anG TH�-arrinJ Kave 
�

 ��� SayrčmҸ introGuFes a seFonG narrative of GynastiF FKanJe in CKina tKat woulG 
seem to FontraGiFt tKis assertion of unbroken GesFent� TKe ´Muslim emSerorµ 
story is Sresent in tKe earlier manusFriSts of tKe � wKile tKis new 
narrative� from a CKinese sourFe via 4urbčn AlҸ .KaliGi·s work� was aGGeG only in 
tKe ���� �

 ��� AntKony SmitK�  
�MalGen� MA: %laFkwell� ������ ��² ���

 ��� TH�%eiMinJ� ��² ��� ��² ��� TH�-arrinJ� ��v² ��r� ��r� TA�Pelliot� ��r² ��v�
 ��� HamaGa� ´-iKaG� HiMra� et ¶Gevoir Gu sel�·µ ��² ���
 ��� Haiyun Ma� ´TKe MytKoloJy of tKe ProSKet·s AmbassaGors in CKina: Histories of 

Sa·G :aTTas anG Gess in CKinese SourFes�µ  ��� no� � 
������: ���² ��� =vi %en� Dor %enite� ´)rom ¶Literati· to ¶Ulama·: TKe OriJins of CKi�
nese Muslim Nationalist HistorioJraSKy�µ Nationalism and Ethnic Politics �� no� � 
������: ��² ���

 ��� Svetlana Rimsky� .orsakoϸ Dyer� ´T·anJ T·ai� TsunJ·s Dream: A Soviet DunJan 9er�
sion of a LeJenG on tKe OriJin of tKe CKinese Muslims�µ Monumenta Serica �� �����² 
���: ���² ���

 ��� -� E� DaОyeli� 
 �:iesbaGen: ReiFKert� ������ ��² ��� Rian TKum� The 

 �CambriGJe� MA: HarvarG University Press� ������ ���
 ��� StaatsbibliotKek ]u %erlin� Ms� Or� oFt� ����� � ���² ���
 ��� TKierry =arFone� ´%etween LeJenG anG History: About tKe ¶Conversion· to Islam of 

Two Prominent Lamaists in tKe SeventeentK� EiJKteentK Centuries�µ in Islam and 
� eG� Anna Akasoy� CKarles %urnett� anG 

Ronit Yoeli� Tlalim �New York: RoutleGJe� ������ ���² ��� ���² ���
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 ��� %ritisK Library OR ����� ��b² ��a� -arrinJ Prov� ���� =ayit Akun Pa]ilbay� 
namä� eG� 4urban :lli �%eyMinJ: Millltllr NlsKriyati� ������ ��² ���� Staatsbiblio�
tKek ]u %erlin Ms� Or� Tuart� ����� � %ritisK Library� IO 
IslamiF �����Mss Turki ��� Three Prose Tales�

 ��� Mary Louise Pratt� ´Arts of tKe ContaFt =one�µ Profession ������: ��² ���
 ��� SiGney GriϲtK� ´CKristian Lore anG tKe ArabiF 4uran: TKe ¶ComSanions of tKe 

Cave· in Surat al� .aKf anG in SyriaF CKristian TraGition�µ in The Quran in Its Histori
cal Context� eG� Gabriel SaiG ReynolGs �LonGon: RoutleGJe� ������ ���² ���� ���² ���

 ��� See� for e[amSle� Abࡃ IsєčT AєmaG ibn MuєammaG ibn IbrčKҸm al� TKalabҸ� 
 trans� :illiam M� %rinner 

�LeiGen: %rill� ������ ����
 ��� Nčߙir al� DҸn b� %urKčn al� DҸn al� RabJKࡃ]Ҹ� 

� eG� H� E� %oesFKoten� M� van Damme� anG S� Te]Fan 
�LeiGen: %rill� ������ RabJKࡃ]Ҹ Tuotes an earlier writer of ´stories of tKe SroSKets�µ 
Abࡃ IsєčT al� NҸsKčbࡃrҸ� )or an overview of tKe work anG tKe Sroblems of researFK�
inJ tKe RabJKࡃ]Ҹ te[t� see Robert Dankoϸ� ´RabJKu]i·s Stories of tKe ProSKets�µ 

 ���� no� � �-anuary² MarFK �����: ���² ���
 ��� .arl -aKn�  

�9ienna: 9erlaJ Ger gsterreiFKisFKen AkaGemie Ger :issensFKaften� ������
 ��� .arl -aKn� China in der islamischen Geschichtsschreibung �9ienna: Hermann %|Klaus 

NaFKf�� ������ ��² ��� OtKer oϲFial FKroniFles tKat GireFtly relateG to CKina also 
founG tKeir way into broaGer FirFulation GurinJ tKis SerioG� yet still maintaineG 
tKeir JeneriF seSaration from leJenGary or saFreG Kistory� for e[amSle� 
GKiyčtKuGGҸn NaTTčsK� ´ReSort to Mir]a %aysunJKur on tKe TimuriG LeJation to 
tKe MinJ Court at PekinJ�µ in 
Painters and Calligraphers� eG� :Keeler M� TKaFkston �LeiGen: %rill� ������ ��² ��� TKis 
work� unGer various otKer titles� beFame Tuite SoSular� beinJ inForSorateG into a 
number of Persian�  anG� later� TurkiF� lanJuaJe Kistories� �IlGiky %ellpr� Hann� A 

uscript [%loominJton� IN: ResearFK Institute for Inner Asian StuGies� ����]� �² ��� 
DaviG -� Ro[burJK� ´TKe ¶-ournal· of GKiyatK al� Din NaTTasK� TimuriG Envoy to 
.Kan %alwJK� anG CKinese Art anG ArFKiteFture�µ in 
of Cultural Transformations� eG� Lieselotte E� Saurma� -eltsFK anG AnMa Eisenbei� [%er�
lin: DeutsFKer .unstverlaJ� ����]� ��² ���� ���n���� Some version of tKe te[t 
aSSeareG in MҸrkKwčnG·s  �GarGen of Surity� before ������ anG tKen 
tKe  of Kis son .KwčnGamҸr� Yet it never seems to Kave inϰuenFeG 
otKer East Turkestani GeSiFtions of CKina� not even tKe � GesSite tKe 
faFt tKat SayrčmҸ Fites tKe  in several SlaFes�

 ��� SFKluessel�  
Mč TҸࠃayniو wčTiasi �Tokyo: NIHU ProJram IslamiF Area StuGies� ������ ��² ��� An 
oGG e[FeStion aSSears in tKe form of %ritisK Library OR ����� wKiFK is a CKaJKatay 
translation of an as� yet� uniGentiϮeG CKinese novel tKat a beJ Jave Kis son as a Jift� 
An eniJmatiF GooGle in tKe marJin siJneG by one NaTTčsK Niyč]� ´Niyč] tKe 
Painter�µ FoSies an e[amSle of a Slum blossom aSSarently from a SaintinJ manual� 
Srobably :u Taisu·s Pine Studio Plum Painting Manual �Songzhai meipu� ����� or one of 
tKe many MinJ manuals tKat followeG� TKese eϸorts suJJest a Floser enJaJement 
witK CKinese Fulture on tKe Sart of tKe elite in Sre� uSrisinJs ;inMianJ tKan we 
woulG otKerwise e[SeFt� However� at least witKin tKe limits of tKe available 
sourFes� tKe novel anG its sinJle marJinalia are isolateG Fases�

 ��� MuєammaG TaTҸ %aKčr� eG��  �TeKran: MuassasaK� i 
.Kčwar� ������ ���² ���
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 ��� RasKҸGuGGҸn )aঋlullaK� � trans� :Keeler M� TKaFkston �LonGon: 
I� %� Tauris� ������ ���� ���� ����

 ��� RasKҸGuGGҸn )aঋlullaK� ��² ��� ��² ��� ��² ���
 ��� .KwčnGamҸr� � trans� :Keeler M� TKaFkston �LonGon: I� %� Tauris� 

������ �² ��
 ��� TKere is muFK about IslamiF knowleGJe of CKina anG East Asia tKat Fannot be 

aGGresseG Kere for reasons for sSaFe� See esSeFially HyunKee Park� Mapping the Chi
 �CambriGJe: Cam�

briGJe University Press� ������ ��² ���
 ��� Abࡃ ¶l� )aঋl ibn Mubarak� � �:���² ���
 ��� Abࡃ ¶l� GKč]Ҹ %aKaGur .Kan� Histoire des Mongols et des Tatares� �² ���
 ��� TKum� Sacred Routes� ��² ���
 ��� Limitations of sSaFe SreFluGe tKe e[tensive GisFussion of tKis te[t anG its varia�

tions� See Dankoϸ� ´RabJKu]i·s Stories of the Prophetsµ� -arrinJ� ´TKe 4isas ul� 
anbiya�µ Acta Regiae Societatis Humanorum Litterarum Lundensis �� ������: ��² ��� -ar�
rinJ�  �LunG: %orelius� ������ ��² ��� anG M� van 
Damme� ´RabJKࡃ]Ҹ�µ in � �nG eG�� eG� P� %earman� TK� %ianTuis� 
C� E� %oswortK� E� van Don]el� anG :� P� HeinriFKs �%rill Online� ������ ManusFriSts 
anG Srints FonsulteG inFluGe %ritisK Library OR ����� G� :� Hunter� trans�� Moham

 �Tifwafu� SinkianJ� ������ -arrinJ Prov� ���� -arrinJ Prov� 
���� -arrinJ Prov� ���� -arrinJ Prov� ���� -arrinJ Prov� ���� -arrinJ Prov� ���� I9R 
RAN D ��� I9R RAN D ��� anG � TasKkent� �����

To be Flear� otKers KaG suJJesteG -aSKetiF GesFent for tKe CKinese� amonJ tKem 
tKe Persian JeoJraSKer ibn .KurraGčGKbiK �G� ���� �NatKan LiJKt� ´Muslim Histo�
ries of CKina: HistorioJraSKy AFross %ounGaries in Central Eurasia�µ in 

� eG� =sombor RaMkai anG IlGiky %ellpr� 
Hann [:iesbaGen: Harrassowit]� ����]� ���² ��� ���² ���� Al� MasࡃGҸ·s 

 Sresents tKe same leJenG� but only in SassinJ� anG Kis imaJineG CKinese 
kinJ Fontests it�

 ��� I9R RAN D ��� � ��v² ��v� Allen -� )rank� ´TKe MonJKگl� 4almčT 
%ayčnҸ: A 4inJ� Era IslamiF EtKnoJraSKy of tKe MonJols anG Tibetans�µ Asiatische 
Studien �� ������: ���² ���

 ��� -arrinJ Prov� ���� ��v�
 ��� TH�%eiMinJ ��² ��� TH�-arrinJ �r² �v� TKe story for tKe most Sart resembles tKat 

aGvanFeG in tKe � anG Sarts of it are nearly worG� for� worG iGentiFal to a 
Sartial narrative SroGuFeG in TurkiF in tKe Stories of the Strange and Wondrous �

�� FomSileG in ������� by MuєammaG Niyč] b� GKafࡃr %eJ in 
.Kotan �-arrinJ Prov� ����

 ��� TA�Pelliot� �r� TH�%eiMinJ� ��� TH�-arrinJ� �v� TH�%eiMinJ e[FluGes tKe worG tongchi 
but retains tKe worG tilmach� ´interSreter�µ

 ��� TH�%eiMinJ� ��� Tibetans� as sons of Ham� remain an e[FeStion to tKe ForresSon�
GenFe of -aSKetiF GesFent witK Inner Asian iGentity� GoJ anG MaJoJ �-ࡃM anG MaMࡃM� 
are inFluGeG as well in tKe TH�%eiMinJ list� TKe list in TH�-arrinJ� �v� is iGentiFal 
save for tKe e[Flusion of DaFKinJ�

 ��� 4urbčn AlҸ .KčliGҸ�  �.a]an·� n�G��� ���� In .KčliGҸ·s te[t 
tKe term is written � reϰeFtinJ an alternate SronunFiation of tKe CKinese� 
SayrčmҸ FlariϮes tKe meaninJ of ´DaFKinJµ in Kis GisFussion of tKe GesFenGants of 
CKinJJis .Kan �TH�%eiMinJ� ��² ��� TH�-arrinJ� �v² ��v��

 ��� GertrauGe RotK Li� ´State %uilGinJ %efore �����µ in � 
vol� �� St� �� � eG� :illarG -� Peterson �CambriGJe: CambriGJe 

                 
           

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



�� ᇖᇹዘዧኂወᇹᅐ႐ቈ ᅵዘዧወ႐ቨᇀᅵበᅵቨዧ ႐ቨᅡ ዧᇖᅵ ᅵቨᅡ ኂᆦ ᅵበኹᇹወᅵ

[ ��� ]

University Press� ������ �² ��� ��² ��� -oKan ElverskoJ� 
Buddhism and the State in Late Imperial China �Honolulu: University of Hawai·i Press� 
������ ��² ��� ��² ���

 ��� RutK :� Dunnell anG -ames A� MillwarG� ´IntroGuFtion�µ in 
� eG� -ames A� MillwarG et al� 

�LonGon: RoutleGJeCur]on� ������ �² ��� �� -ames MillwarG� 
 �StanforG: StanforG University 

Press� ������ ���² ���� Pamela .� Crossley FKaraFteri]es tKe 4inJ royal Kouse·s rela�
tionsKiS witK its subMeFt Fommunities as one of ´simultaneity�µ Crossley� A Translu

 �%erkeley: University of Cali�
fornia Press� ������ ��² ���

 ��� A� A]far Moin� The Millennial Sovereign: Sacred Kingship and Sainthood in Islam �New 
York: Columbia University Press� ������ �² ��� Roy MottaKeGeK� 

 �LonGon: I� %� Tauris� ������ ���� -oKn E� :ooGs� 
 �CKiFaJo: 

%ibliotKeFa IslamiFa� ������ �² �� MottaKeGeK: ´TKis role of arbiter� Gistant from tKe 
soFiety for wKiFK it arbitrateG� known to live larJely for its own interest anG not for 
any SartiFular interest in soFiety� was tKe role of tKe kinJ� TKe kinJ wKo fulϮlleG 
tKis role anG saw tKat eaFK interest Jot its Gue� but no more tKan its Gue� was ¶Must�·µ

 ��� )or an overview of IslamiF reimaJininJs of CKinJJis� see MiFKal %iran� Chinggis 
Khan �O[forG: OneworlG� ������ ��² ����

 ��� MiFKal %iran� ´TKe Islamisation of H�leJ�: ImaJinary Conversion in tKe IlkKan�
ate�µ  ��� nos� �² � �-anuary �����: ��² ���

 ��� Moin� The Millennial Sovereign� ��² ��� -oKn :ooGs� ´TKe Rise of TimuriG HistorioJra�
SKy�µ Journal of Near Eastern Studies ��� no� � ������: ��² ����

 ��� TH�%eiMinJ� ���² ��� HamaGa� ´-iKaG� HiMra� et ¶Gevoir Gu sel�·µ ��² ���
 ��� TH�%eiMinJ� ���² ���� TH�-arrinJ� ���v² ���r� TA�Pelliot� ���v² ���r�
 ��� .im� � ��² ��� TH�%eiMinJ� ���� TH�-arrinJ� ��v�
 ��� TH�%eiMinJ� ���² ���
 ��� TH�%eiMinJ� ��² ��� TH�-arrinJ� �r� AltKouJK CKinJJis·s enemy is nameG ´Altan 

.Kanµ in tKe te[t� SayrčmҸ also makes it Flear tKat ´Altan .Kanµ was tKe name for 
tKe rulers of CKina�

 ��� I9R RAN D ��� � ��r� MuєammaG Niyč] states tKat CKinJJis .Kan·s 
FonTuests were nearly as GeaGly as tKe )looG anG inFluGeG tKe lanG of CKina� 
SayrčmҸ Tuotes MuєammaG Niyč] e[tensively but FontraGiFts Kim on tKis Soint� 
His reaGers FoulG Kave known RasKҸGuGGҸn·s � in wKiFK it is Flearly 
stateG tKat CKinJJis .Kan·s fourtK wife�  �� CK� gongzhu� ´SrinFessµ� was tKe 
GauJKter of Altan .Kan� ruler of tKe ´CatKaiansµ or .Kitans � �� nevertKeless� 
alonJ witK tKe soutKerly lanGs of CKҸn anG MčFKҸn� CatKay was meant to be 
´GestroyeGµ unGer CKinJJis� Mir]a ҇ayGar DuJKlat� 

� trans� :Keeler M� TKaFkston �Cam�
briGJe� MA: HarvarG University� DeSartment of Near Eastern LanJuaJes anG Civili�
]ations� ������ ��� ���� ����

 ��� TH�%eiMinJ� ���� TH�-arrinJ� ��v� TA�Pelliot� ���r�
 ��� TH�%eiMinJ� ��² ��� TH�-arrinJ� ��r² ��r�
 ��� TH�%eiMinJ ���� TH�-arrinJ ��v�
 ��� .KčliGҸ� � ���² ���
 ��� .KčliGҸ� ����
 ��� GKulčm MuєammaG .Kan·s ´TKe Story of CommanGer Maµ � � 

is only known in one manusFriSt GatinJ to tKe early ����s� LunG University Library 
-arrinJ Prov� ���� in wKiFK it is attaFKeG to an inFomSlete FoSy of tKe 
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Hamidi� tKe only known SostKumous manusFriSt of SayrčmҸ·s work� As I Kave 
arJueG elsewKere� its lanJuaJe� tKemes� FomSosition� anG Slot all mark tKis FKron�
iFle as an intentional Fontinuation of tKe � SFKluessel� The World as 

� �² ���
 ��� SFKluessel� � �� TH�-arrinJ� ���r�
 ��� TH�-arrinJ� ���r� ���r² ���r�
 ��� bbGullaK Poskami� Kitabi Äbdullah �hr�mFKi: SKinManJ .KllT NlsKriyati� ������ 

���² ��� faFsimile ����
 ��� ´OK� Master�µ � � refers to a SuϮ reFitation� also useG in Fraft JuilGs� in 

wKiFK a GisFiSle Sraises a sSiritual master anG SreGeFessor�
 ��� ´OrGerµ � � Kas a Gouble meaninJ Kere� It means botK a SuϮ orGer anG a way of 

GoinJ tKinJs� In tKe SuϮ sense� it also inGiFates one wKo Kas taken tKe seFonG steS 
in tKe Mourney towarG knowleGJe� � but not tKe Ϯrst steS� shariat�

 oskčmҸ refers to a man·s obliJation to Go ablutions after KavinJ se[� Sresumablyށ ��� 
only onFe Ke is marrieG�

 ��� Alternatively� we FoulG translate tKis line as ´TKey Jet �or learn� tKeir Muslim� ness 
from tKeir CKantou� ness�µ

 ��� Poskami� Kitabi Äbdullah� ����
 ��� On brinJinJ Setitions to tKe CKinese autKorities� see Poskami� ���� faFsimile ���� 

����
 ��� ´%i] T�rkmu" Yč CKanto"µ in � no� ���
 ��� MenJes anG .atanov� � �:��² ��� �:��² ��� On CKantou� ´loFal�µ 

anG ´Muslim�µ see also DaviG %roSKy� ´TenGinJ to Unite: TKe OriJins of UyJKur 
Nationalismµ �PKD Giss�� HarvarG University� ������ ��² ��� ���² ���

 ��� DaviG %roSKy�  �Cam�
briGJe� MA: HarvarG University Press� ������ ���� ���� DaviG %roSKy� ´TKe 4umul 
Rebels· ASSeal to Outer MonJolia�µ Turcica �� ������: ���² ���

 ��� Sally EnJle Merry� ´Law anG Colonialism�µ  ��� no� � ������: 
���² ���� ���² ���

 ��� .KčliGҸ� � ��
 ��� I9R RAN C ���� � LunG University 

Library� -arrinJ Prov� ���� ࠦčlib ǴkKࡃnG� � ���r�
 ��� National Library of CKina� � ��v�
 ��� -arrinJ Prov� ���� I���� ´gl�m Ma]člarininJ Tasmlari�µ
 ��� Gustaf RaTuette� � 

vol� � �%erlin: ReiFKsGruFkerei� ������ �:���
 ��� Riksarkivet� StoFkKolm� SE�RA�������������� Ϯle of RaFKel O� :inJate�
 ��� -ustin -aFobs makes tKis arJument at lenJtK: -aFobs� Xinjiang and the Modern Chinese 

State �Seattle: University of :asKinJton Press� ������
 ��� MattKew .inJ� 

Empire �New York: Columbia University Press� ������ ��� ���² �� ���² ��� ����
 ��� Henrietta Harrison� 

 �StanforG: StanforG University Press� ������ �² �� ��² ����

ConFlusion

 �� MaFartney� ´Eastern Turkestan: TKe CKinese as Rulers Over an Alien RaFe�µ Pro
� �����

 �� DiSesK CKakrabarty� ´PostFoloniality anG tKe ArtiϮFe of History: :Ko SSeaks for 
¶InGian· Pasts"�µ Representations �� ������: �² ���
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 �� 4uoteG in Paul R� .at]� Divine Justice: Religion and the Development of Chinese Legal Cul
ture �New York: RoutleGJe� ������ ��

 �� -�rJen OsterKammel�  �PrinFeton: Markus :iener� 
������ �� )reGeriFk CooSer�  �%erke�
ley: University of California Press� ������ ��� ��² ���

 �� Emma -inKua TenJ� 
 �CambriGJe� MA: HarvarG University Asia Center� ������ �² ��� 

���²���
 �� Albert Memmi� The Colonizer and the Colonized �%oston: %eaFon� ������ ��² ��� MultiSle 

aFFounts of tKe TianMinese merFKant networks tKat GominateG late� 4inJ traGe 
Kave been SroGuFeG in CKinese� tKe most tKorouJK beinJ a FKaSter in =Kou HonJ� 

 �SKanJKai: SKanJ�
Kai renmin FKubansKe� ������ ���² ���� NevertKeless� little work Kas been Gone on 
tKe smaller merFKant Kouses anG tKeir aFtivities outsiGe of sKort artiFles�

 �� Robert Crews�  �Cam�
briGJe� MA: HarvarG University Press� ������ ��² ���

 �� Ale[anGer Morrison� 
India �O[forG: O[forG University Press� ������ ��² ��� ���² ���

 �� Mark Allee� 
 �StanforG: StanforG University Press� ������ ���² ��� -oKn SKeSKerG� 

 �StanforG: StanforG 
University Press� ������

 ��� DonalG S� Sutton� ´9iolenFe anG EtKniFity on a 4inJ Colonial )rontier: Customary 
anG Statutory Law in tKe EiJKteentK� Century Miao Pale�µ Modern Asian Studies ��� 
no� � �)ebruary �����: ��² ���

 ��� .niJKt %iJJerstaϸ� The Earliest Modern Government Schools in China �ItKaFa� NY: Cor�
nell University Press� ������ �² ��

 ��� P� .erim )rieGman� ´EnterinJ tKe Mountains to Rule tKe AboriJines: Taiwanese 
AboriJine EGuFation anG tKe Colonial EnFounter�µ in 

� eG� Ann Heylen anG SFott Summers �:iesbaGen: Harrassowit]� 
������ ��² ��� ��� Stevan Harrell� ´)rom ;ieGou to YiMun� tKe DeFline of EtKniFity in 
NortKern Taiwan� ����² �����µ Late Imperial China ��� no� � ������: ��² ����

 ��� Ss�� yu TenJ�  �Paris: Mouton� ������ 
����

 ��� )or a muFK more FomSlete stuGy tKan I Fan oϸer Kere� see Tonio AnGraGe� 
 

�New York: Columbia University Press� ������
 ��� SKeSKerG� � ����
 ��� Lauren %enton�  

�CambriGJe: CambriGJe University Press� ������ ���
 ��� SteSKen Platt makes tKis arJument in Provincial Patriots� but tKe GistinFt Hunanese 

Fontribution Kas been Flear for as lonJ as sFKolars Kave stuGieG jingshi� Platt� Pro
vincial Patriots: The Hunanese and Modern China �CambriGJe� MA: HarvarG University 
Press� ������ See� for e[amSle� Mary ClabauJK :riJKt� The Last Stand of Chinese Con

 �StanforG: StanforG University Press� 
������

 ��� AFKille Mbembe� ´NeFroSolitiFs�µ Public Culture ��� no� � ������: ��² ���
 ��� :eitinJ Guo� ´TKe SSeeG of -ustiFe: Summary E[eFution anG LeJal Culture in 4inJ 

Dynasty CKina� ����² ����µ �PKD Giss�� University of %ritisK Columbia� ������ ����
 ��� PartKa CKatterMee�  

�PrinFeton: PrinFeton University Press� ������ PrasenMit Duara� 

                 
           

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



ᅐኂቨᅐቈዼዘᇹኂቨ

[ ��� ]

the Nation: Questioning Narratives of Modern China �CKiFaJo: University of CKiFaJo 
Press� ������

 ��� RoJers %rubaker�  �CambriGJe� MA: HarvarG University Press� 
������ ��² ���

 ��� ReinKart .oselleFk�  
�StanforG: StanforG University Press� ������ ����

 ��� CKatterMee� � ��² ���
 ��� AFKille Mbembe� � trans� Laurent Dubois �DurKam� NC: Duke 

University Press� ������ ��² ���
 ��� DaviG %roSKy�  �Cam�

briGJe� MA: HarvarG University Press� ������ L� -� Newby� ´¶Us anG TKem· in EiJK�
teentK anG NineteentK Century ;inMianJ�µ in 
Central Asia� eG� IlGiky %ellpr� Hann� Cristina Cesaro� RaFKel Harris� anG -oanne 
SmitK )inley �AlGersKot� U.: AsKJate� ������ ��² ��� Rian TKum� The Sacred Routes of 

 �CambriGJe� MA: HarvarG University Press� ������
 ��� MeGia reSorts on tKe situation Kave multiSlieG as of tKe time of writinJ� leaGinJ to 

an unSreFeGenteG level of news FoveraJe of East Turkestan in tKe :estern Sress� In 
tKe sSirit of tKis book� I refer tKe reaGer to a true aFFount of Getention from tKe 
summer of ���� �SSeFial CorresSonGent� ´A Summer 9aFation in CKina·s Muslim 
GulaJ�µ � )ebruary ��� ����� anG to oriJinal GoFuments leakeG from tKe 
CKinese Jovernment: %etKany Allen� EbraKimian� ´E[SoseG: CKina·s OSeratinJ 
Manuals for Mass Internment anG Arrest by AlJoritKm�µ International Consortium of 
Investigative Journalists� November ��� ����� www � iFiM � orJ � investiJations � FKina 
� Fables � e[SoseG � FKinas � oSeratinJ � manuals � for � mass � internment � anG � arrest � by 
� alJoritKm � � Austin Ram]y anG CKris %uFkley� ´¶Absolutely No MerFy·: LeakeG )iles 
E[Sose How CKina OrJani]eG Mass Detentions of Muslims�µ � Novem�
ber ��� ����� www � nytimes � Fom � interaFtive � ���� � �� � �� � worlG � asia � FKina � [inMianJ 
� GoFuments � Ktml�

 ��� Amy AnGerson� ´A DeatK SentenFe for a Life of ServiFe�µ � -anuary ��� 
����� KttSs:�� livinJotKerwise � Fom � ���� � �� � �� � GeatK � sentenFe � life � serviFe � �

 ��� DaviG %roSKy� ´Little ASSles in ;inMianJ�µ � )ebruary ��� ����� www 
� tKeFKinastory � orJ � ���� � �� � little � aSSles � in � [inMianJ � �

 ��� See in SartiFular Darren %yler� ´TKe )uture of UyJKur Cultural³ anG Halal³ Life in 
tKe Year of tKe PiJ�µ � MarFK �� ����� KttSs:�� livinJotKerwise � Fom 
� ���� � �� � �� � future � uyJKur � Fultural � Kalal � life � year � SiJ � � anG Darren %yler� ´ImaJes 
in ReG: Han Culture� UyJKur Performers� CKinese New Year�µ � )ebru�
ary ��� ����� KttSs:�� livinJotKerwise � Fom � ���� � �� � �� � imaJes � reG � Kan � Fulture 
� uyJKur � Serformers � FKinese � new � year � �
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� ��������������� � Ktml�
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Abbreviations

)HA: )irst HistoriFal ArFKives of CKina
IOR: %ritisK Library� InGia OϲFe ReForGs
I9R RAN: Institute of Oriental ManusFriSts� Russian AFaGemy of SFienFes
NPM: National PalaFe Museum
4;D;: 
;T=G: Ma Da]KenJ et al�� FomSs�� Xinjiang xiangtuzhi gao
;UAR ArFKives: ;inMianJ UyJKur Autonomous ReJion ArFKives

ArFKives

%ritisK Library� InGia OϲFe ReForGs
)irst HistoriFal ArFKives of CKina� %eiMinJ
National PalaFe Museum� TaiSei
;inMianJ UyJKur Autonomous ReJion ArFKives� aFFesseG tKrouJK =KonJJuo GanJ·an� 
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Hunan ProvinFial Library� Rare %ooks �guji�: GonJ YuanMi� 
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Institute of Oriental ManusFriSts� Russian AFaGemy of SFienFes �I9R RAN�
% ���� Abࡃ ¶l� MaєGҸ� 
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C ���� 4urbčn AlҸ .KčliGҸ� �
C ���� � FoSieG ���������² ���
C ���� AsKࡃr ǴkKࡃnG b� IsmčҸl b� MuєammaG GKčribҸ� �
D ��� � FoSieG on -umaGa al� awwal ��� �����ASril �� ����� by Mullč 

AbGalsKukࡃr at tKe AbGallaࠃҸf .KwčMa MaGrasa�
D ��� 
D ���� MuєammaG Niyč]� �
D ���� ҇čMMҸ Yࡃsuf� �

.asKJar Museum: ����� �
LeiGen University Library

Or� ������ �
Or� ������ �

LunG University Library
-arrinJ Prov� ��� MuєammaG Niyč] b� GKafࡃr %eJ� � 

��������
-arrinJ Prov� ���� ࠦčlib ǴkKࡃnG� � ����������
-arrinJ Prov� ���� � ���������² ���
-arrinJ Prov� ���� Story of Ale[anGer tKe Great�
-arrinJ Prov� ���� MuєammaG AlҸ Dčmullč anG :aєҸG ǴkKࡃnG� 

�
-arrinJ Prov� ���� � eiJKteentK Fentury�
-arrinJ Prov� ���� � FirFa �����
-arrinJ Prov� ���� � late nineteentK Fentury�
-arrinJ Prov� ���� � early nineteentK Fentury�
-arrinJ Prov� ���� � ���������² ���

National Library of CKina� OrGinary Rare %ooks �putong guji�
�

SKen TonJfanJ� � Manu�
sFriSt� �����

� ManusFriSt�
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Riksarkivet� StoFkKolm: SE�RA�������������� Ϯle of RaFKel O� :inJate�
SFKool of Oriental anG AfriFan StuGies ArFKives: PP MS �� PaSers of Professor Sir EGwarG 

Denison Ross anG LaGy Dora Ross�
StaatsbibliotKek ]u %erlin

Hartmann ColleFtion ��� �
Ms� Or� oFt� ����� 4urbčn AlҸ .KčliGҸ� �
Ms� Or� Tuart� ����� �
=u ����� �

University of O[forG� %oGleian Library: Aurel Stein SaSers�
9atiFan Library: R� G� Oriente I9 ��� �� �� �� Han Hui hebi�
Yale University: MS �� EllswortK HuntinJton SaSers�
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ManusFriSts anG Prints of MullaK Mࡃsa b� MullaK ԣsa 
SayrčmҸ�  anG �  

ConsulteG for TKis %ook

TA�-arrinJ: LunG University Library� -arrinJ Prov� ���� � CoSieG in 
��������

TA�Pantusov: Pantusov� N� N�� eG� � .a]an·: 
TabkKana� ye maGrasa� ye ulum� �����

TA�Pelliot: %ibliotKqTue Nationale� Paris� ColleFtion Pelliot % ����� � 
CoSieG in ���������² ���

TA�StP: I9R RAN C ���� � CoSieG ��������� by Mullč MuєammaG TҸmࡃr 
4amࡃlҸ b� Umar b� Nࡃr Mullč TokKta Niyč] 4amࡃlҸ�

TH�%eiMinJ: � CoSieG ���������� ReSroGuFeG in Miao PusKenJ� eG�� Xibei 
� %eiMinJ: ;ian]KuanJ sKuMu� ����� AFForGinJ to Tlkli�

makani � �� TKis manusFriSt is KelG in tKe library of Min]u University 
in %eiMinJ� PaJe numbers FiteG are as inGiFateG in tKe SublisKeG SKotoreSroGuFtion� 
�TKe manusFriSt is foliateG� but tKe folio numbers are not visible in tKe SublisKeG 
version��

TH�-arrinJ: LunG University Library� -arrinJ Prov� ���� � CoSieG not Srior 
to ����� KttS:�� laurentius � ub � lu � se � MarrinJ � volumes � ��� � Ktml�

PrinteG ColleFtions of ArFKival SourFes

Guoli JuJonJ bowuyuan GuJonJ wen[ian bianMi weiyuan Kui� FomS� Gongzhong dang 
Guangxu chao zouzhe� �� vols� TaiSei: Guoli JuJonJ buwuyuan� ����² ���

Liu -intanJ� Liu Xiangqin gong zougao� TaiSei: CKenJwen CKubansKe� �����
Ma Da]KenJ et al�� FomSs� Xinjiang xiangtuzhi gao� ����² ��� %eiMinJ: 4uanJuo tusKuJuan 

wen[ian suowei fu]Ki ]KonJ[in� �����
Ma Da]KenJ anG :u )enJSei� FomSs� 

� � vols� :ulumuTi: ;inMianJ renmin FKubansKe� �����
� �� vols� Guilin: GuanJ[i SKifan Da[ue CKubansKe� �����

Tao Mo� � ReSroGuFeG in =KonJJuo sKaosKu min]u JuMi MiFKenJ 
�Hanwen ban�� vol� ��� CKenJGu: SiFKuan Min]u CKubansKe� �����

Xuebu guanbao� TaiSei: Guoli JuJonJ bowuyuan� �����
YanJ =enJ[in� FomS� � TaiSei: CKenJwen FKubansKe� �����
=KanJ SKiFai et al�� eGs� � :ulumuTi: ;inMianJ Ga[ue FKu�

bansKe� �����
=KonJJuo Giyi lisKi GanJ·anJuan� Guangxu chao zhupi zouzhe� %eiMinJ: =KonJKua sKuMu� 

����² ���
³ ³ � Zuo Wenxiang gong quanji� TaiSei: :enKai FKubansKe� �����
=uo =onJtanJ� Zuo Wenxiang Gong shiji� SKanJKai: SKanJKai JuMi FKubansKe� �����

OtKer SourFes

Abࡃ IsєčT AєmaG ibn MuєammaG ibn IbrčKҸm al� TKalabҸ� 
 TranslateG by :illiam M� %rinner� LeiGen: %rill� �����
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TKaFkston� CambriGJe� MA: HarvarG University Press� �����

Abࡃ ¶l� GKč]Ҹ %aKaGur .Kan� 

notes critiques des variants et un index� EGiteG anG translateG by Petr I� Desmaisons� 
AmsterGam: PKilo� �����

AGas� MiFKael� ´ImSerialism anG Colonialism in ComSarative PersSeFtive�µ International 
 ��� no� � �-une �����: ���² ���

AJamben� GiorJio�  CKiFaJo: University of CKiFaJo Press� �����
Ai :eiMun et al�� FomSs� Gansu xin tongzhi� �� Muan� �����
Ale[anGer� .atKerine Laura %os� ´9irtues of tKe 9ernaFular: Moral ReFonstruFtion in 

Late 4inJ -ianJnan anG tKe Revitali]ation of %aoMuan�µ PKD Giss�� University of CKi�
FaJo� �����

Allee� Mark� 
� StanforG: StanforG University Press� �����

Allen� EbraKimian� %etKany� ´E[SoseG: CKina·s OSeratinJ Manuals )or Mass Intern�
ment anG Arrest by AlJoritKm�µ International Consortium of Investigative Journalists� 
November ��� ����� www � iFiM � orJ � investiJations � FKina � Fables � e[SoseG � FKinas � oSera 
tinJ � manuals � for � mass � internment � anG � arrest � by � alJoritKm � �

Alston� Lee -�� EGwyna Harris� anG %ernarGo Mueller� ´TKe DeveloSment of ProSerty 
RiJKts on )rontiers: EnGowments� Norms� anG PolitiFs�µ  
��� no� �:���² ���

Ambaras� DaviG� � 
CambriGJe: CambriGJe University Press� �����

AnGerson� Amy� ´A DeatK SentenFe for a Life of ServiFe�µ � -anuary ��� 
����� KttSs:�� livinJotKerwise � Fom � ���� � �� � �� � GeatK � sentenFe � life � serviFe � �

AnGerson� %eneGiFt� 
ism� LonGon: 9erso� �����

AnGraGe� Tonio� 
� New York: Columbia University Press� �����

Anonymous� FomS� Shache fu zhi� ;uantonJ � ������� In Zhongguo xibei xijian fangzhi xu ji� 
��:���² ��� %eiMinJ: =KonJKua TuanJuo tusKuJuan wen[ian suowei fu]Ki ]KonJ[in� 
�����

Anonymous� ´;inMianJ sKe[inJ sKenJ yi�µ In � � zhi� �� 
���a² ��b�

Atwill� DaviG G� 
� StanforG: StanforG University Press� �����

AtwooG� CKristoSKer� ´CKinese MerFKants anG MonJolian InGeSenGenFe�µ In 
� eGiteG by S� 

CKuluun anG S� %attulJa� ��² ��� Ulaanbaatar: AGmon Srint� �����
Avetaranian� -oKannes� 

� LonGon: AutKorsOnline� �����
%ai =KensKenJ et al�� eGs� Xinjiang xiandai zhengzhi shehui shilüe� %eiMinJ: =KonJJuo sKe�

Kui ke[ue FKubansKe� �����
%akKtin� M� M� The Dialogic Imagination� Austin: University of Te[as Press� �����
%ali]s� etienne� � LonGon: 

SFKool of Oriental anG AfriFan StuGies� �����
%anerMee� Sukanya� � Dur�

Kam� NC: Duke University Press� �����
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%aytur� bnwlr� ´Mulla Musa Sayrami sKe·irliriGin tallanma�µ Bulaq �� ������: ���² ����
%ellpr� Hann� IlGiky� 

� LeiGen: %rill� �����
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Manuscript� %loominJton� IN: ResearFK Institute for Inner Asian StuGies� �����
%en� Dor %enite� =vi� ´)rom ¶Literati· to ¶Ulama·: TKe OriJins of CKinese Muslim Nation�

alist HistorioJraSKy�µ Nationalism and Ethnic Politics �� no� � ������: ��² ����
%enson� LinGa� ´A MuFK� MarrieG :oman: MarriaJe anG DivorFe in ;inMianJ ����² �����µ 

Muslim World ��� nos� �² � �-uly² OFtober �����: ���² ���
³ ³ � ´TKe 4uestion of :omen: DisFoverinJ UyJKur :omen·s History in NortKwestern 

CKina�µ Oriental Archive �� ������: ��² ���
%enton� Lauren� � Cam�

briGJe: CambriGJe University Press� �����
%KabKa� Homi� ´Of MimiFry anG Man: TKe AmbivalenFe of Colonial DisFourse�µ October 
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University Press� �����
%iran� MiFKal� Chinggis Khan� O[forG: OneworlG� �����
³ ³ � ´TKe Islamisation of H�leJ�: ImaJinary Conversion in tKe IlkKanate�µ Journal of the 

 ��� nos� �² � �-anuary �����: ��² ���
%oGGe� Derk� ´Harmony anG ConϰiFt in CKinese PKilosoSKy�µ In Studies in Chinese 

Thought� eGiteG by ArtKur )� :riJKt� ��² ��� CKiFaJo: University of CKiFaJo Press� 
�����

%ol� Peter� � CambriGJe� MA: HarvarG University Asia Center� 
�����

%ormansKinov� ArasK� ´PrinFe Palta�µ In Proceedings of the International Conference on 
China Border Area Studies� eGiteG by Lin En� sKean et al�� �����² ��� TaiSei: Guoli ]KenJ�
]Ki Ga[ue� �����

%ortKwiFk� Sally� Education and Social Change in China: The Beginnings of the Modern Era� 
StanforG: StanforG University Press� �����

%ovinJGon� GarGner� ´TKe History of tKe History of ;inMianJ�µ  
��� no� � �ASril �����: ��² ����

³ ³ � � New York: Columbia University Press� �����
%rook� TimotKy� MiFKael van :alt van Praaf� anG Miek %oltMes� eGs� Sacred Mandates: 

Asian International Relations Since Chinggis Khan� CKiFaJo: University of CKiFaJo Press� 
�����

%roSKy� DaviG� ´He Causes a RuFkus :Kerever He Goes: SaiG MuєammaG al� Asali as a 
Missionary of MoGernism in NortK� :est CKina�µ Modern Asian Studies ����:�² ���

³ ³ � ´TKe -unJKar MonJol LeJaFy anG tKe LanJuaJe of Loyalty in 4inJ ;inMianJ�µ Har
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� MarFK �� ����� KttSs:�� livinJotKerwise � Fom � ���� � �� � �� � future 
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DonJ )u[ianJ� ��� ��� ��
DonJlin AFaGemy� ��� ��� ��
GorJKas� ��� ���n��
Duara� PrasenMit� ���n��
DuJKlat� Mir]a HayGar� ���n��
Du TonJ� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���n��

East Turkestan: nationalism� ���� 
���� ���� terminoloJy� ��² ���  
See also ;inMianJ

eFonomiF ineTuality� ���n��� anG 
alienation� ��� anG Folonialism� ���� 
anG Jrain SriFes� ��² ��� anG 
iGentiϮFation� ���� anG se[ual 
eFonomy� ���� ���� anG temSorary 
marriaJe� ���� See also ´bare stiFksµ� 
Kori]ontal vs� vertiFal GiϸerenFe

eGuFation: anG GeFline of Hunanese 
aGministration in ;inMianJ� ��² ��� 
���² �� GeJree SurFKase� ���n��� jingshi 
tKouJKt on� ��� ��� late MinJ tKouJKt 
on� ��� See also ConfuFian sFKools in 
;inMianJ� interSreters

Elias� Ney� ��� ��
etKniF formation� �
etKnoJenesis� ���² ��
everyGay SolitiFs� �
EviGentiary LearninJ � �� 

���² ��
e[eFution on tKe sSot � jiudi zhengfa�� 

��² ��� ��� ���� ���� ���

family: anG iGentiϮFation� ���² ��� 
wiGows� ���� ���n��� See also family 
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Joals of Fivili]inJ SroMeFt� marriaJe� 
se[ual eFonomy

family Joals of Fivili]inJ SroMeFt� �� anG 
assiJneG marriaJes� ��� ���� ���² ��� 
���� anG ´bare stiFks�µ ���� anG 
Folonialism� ���² ��� anG ConfuFian 
sFKools in ;inMianJ� ��² ��� ��� anG 
GiϸerenFe� ���² ��� ���² ��� anG 
e[eFution on tKe sSot� ��� failure of� 
���� anG internal OtKer� ���� 
���² ��n��² ��� anG IslamiF law� ��² ��� 
anG obMeFtions to Musulman 
marriaJe� ���� ���² ��� anG 
resettlement� ��� ���� ���² ��� anG 
TurSan :anJ� ���� anG wife SurFKase� 
���� =uo =onJtanJ on� ��² ��

)anJsKen� ���² ��� See also DinJ[ianJ 
:anJ

)enJ -unJuanJ� ���� ���² ��� ���� ���
)renFK emSire� ��� ��� ��� ���� ���� ���n��
)u Nai� ��� ��
)uߖan� ��� ���n��

lu  ���n��
Gansu FamSaiJn� ��² ��� ��� ��² ��� ��� 

���n�
Gellner� Ernest� ���n��
JenealoJy� See lineaJe

 � � 
�Abࡃ ¶l� GKč]Ҹ %aKaGur .Kan��  
���

GKiyčtKuGGҸn NaTTčsK� ���n��
GKulčm MuєammaG .Kan� ��� ���² ��� 

���² �� ���² ��n��
GonJ =i]Ken� ���
Great Game� ���
JrouSness� See iGentiϮFation� imaJineG 

Fommunity
GuanJ[u emSeror� ���� ���
Gui ;in� ���� ���
Guo Hulin� ��
Guo SonJtao� ��
Guo� :eitinJ� ��

 �Companion of Biographies� 
�.KwčnGamҸr�� ���� ���n��

HaierlanJ� ���² ��
Han  ���² ��
Han]Kabu� ��
Harrell� Stevan� ��� ���n��
Harrison� Henrietta� ���

KeritaJe� ���² ��
KistoriFal narrative: anG Muslim 

uSrisinJs� ��� ���� ���� ���² ��� 
���n��� anG ;ianJ Army� ���² ��� 

 IslamiF KistorioJraSKy
Hofman� H� )�� ���n��
Kori]ontal vs� vertiFal GiϸerenFe� ��� 

��² ��� ���� ���� ���n��
Hua Guo� ��
HuanJ GuanJGa� ��� ���n��
HuanJ :anyou� ��
HuanJ Yuan� ���n��
HuanJ =onJ[i� ��² ��� ��� ��� ���n��
Hui SiFonJ� ���² ��
H�leJ�� ���
Hu Linyi� ��
Kuman remains: leJal Sower of� ���² ��� 

retrieval of� ���² ��� anG sites of 
memory� ���² ��

Hunanese aGministration in ;inMianJ� 
��² ��� anG Folonialism� ���� GeFline of� 
��² ��� ���² �� ���� ���² �� ���� ���� anG 
GeJree SurFKase� ��� ���n��� family 
relationsKiSs in� ��� anG ϰe[ible 
SoliFies� ��� ��² ��� Jenerational 
GistinFtions in� ��� leaGersKiS of� 
��² ��� ManFKu bannermen in� ��� 
anG SrovinFial struFture� ��² ��� 
ReFonstruFtion anG PaFiϮFation 
AJenFies� ��� reforms� ��² ��� ��� ���² �� 
reJional oriJins of oϲFials� ��² ��� � 

� anG SoutKern moGel� ��² ��� anG 
traGe networks� ��² ��� ��² ��� ��� 
���nn��� ��� ��� ;ianJ Army veterans 
in� ��² ��� ��² ��� ��� ���n��� anG =uo 
=onJtanJ� ��� ��� ��� See also leJal 
system

ibn .KurraGčGKbiK� ���n��
iGentiϮFation� �� ���² ��� anG alienation� 

��� ���� anG CKantous� ���² �� ���² ��� 
anG Folonialism� ��² ��� ���� anG 
DinJ[ianJ :anJ� ���² ��� anG 
eFonomiF ineTuality� ���� anG family� 
���² ��� anG imaJineG Fommunity� ���� 
anG internal OtKer� �� �� ��� anG 
interSreters� ���² �� anG Islami]ation 
leJenGs� ���² ��� anG lineaJe� �� ��� ��� 
���² �� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� anG 
Muslim uSrisinJs� �² ��� ��� 
SostFolonial searFK for� ���� anG 4inJ 
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emSire� ���� as result of Fivili]inJ 
SroMeFt� �� anG se[ual eFonomy� 
���² ��� ���� anG sKrine SilJrimaJe� �� 
���� ���� anG women·s se[uality� ���� 
See also GiϸerenFe� imaJineG 
Fommunity

Ili MoGel Army� ��
imaJineG Fommunity� ���� ���� ���� ���� 

���� ���� ���n�
imSerialism� �² �� ��� ���� ���� ���nn 

��² ��
internal OtKer: CKantous as� ��� ���� anG 

Folonialism� �� ��� anG iGentiϮFation� 
�� �� ��� interSreters as� ��� anG 
se[uality� ���� ���² ��n��² ��� anG 
SoutKern moGel� ��

interSreters: as bounGary transJressors� 
��� ���� ���� anG Folonialism� ���² ��� 
eFonomiF aGvantaJes of� ���² �� 
eGuFation of� ��� anG eliFitation of 
sSeeFK� ���² ��� anG fall of 4inJ 
emSire� ���� anG iGentiϮFation� ���² �� 
as internal OtKer� ��� in IslamiF 
KistorioJraSKy� ���� as meGiators� ��� 
metKoGs of� ���² ��� anG mimesis� ���� 
���² ��� neeG for� ���² �� Sower of� ���� 
SreFursors of� ��² ��� ���n�� 
reSresentational roles of� ��² ��� 
���² �� resentment of� ��² ��� ���� ���� 
roles in CKina SroSer� ��� tongchi as 
term for� ���² �� ���n�� anG 
transFriStion� ���² �� anG 
ventriloTuism� ���² ��

IskanGar� See Ale[anGer tKe Great
Islam: -aGiGism� ���� leJal autKorities� 

��² ��� ��² ��� ���n��� terminoloJy� ��� 
=uo =onJtanJ·s unGerstanGinJ of� ��� 
See also IslamiF KistorioJraSKy� 
Muslim uSrisinJs� Musulmans

IslamiF KistorioJraSKy� ���² ��� on 
CKantous� ���� on fall of 4inJ emSire� 
���² ��� Islami]ation leJenGs in� 
���² ��� ���nn��� ��� on MustiFe vs� 
tyranny� ���² ��� ���� ���n��� lineaJe 
in� ���² ��� nostalJia in� ���� Sost� 
MonJol aFFounts of CKina� ���� 
���nn��² ��� on 4inJ emSeror as 
Muslim� ���² ��� ���� ���nn��� ��� 
saFreG Kistory� ���² ��

Islami]ation leJenGs� ���² ��� ���nn��� ��

-aGiGism� ���
-aKčn %čTҸ� ���² ��
-aKčnJҸr Frisis ������� ��² ��� ���

 �Compendium of Chronicles� 
�RasKҸG al� DҸn�� ���� ���

-aSKetiF GesFent� See stories of tKe 
SroSKets

-ianJ ;inJben� ���
-ianJ YuSu� ���n��
jingshi tKouJKt� ��² ��� on akKunGs� ��� 

anG DinJ[ianJ :anJ� ���� on 
eGuFation� ��� ��� anG e[eFution on 
tKe sSot� ��� ��� anG family Joals of 
Fivili]inJ SroMeFt� ��� ���� on ϰe[ible 
SoliFies� ��� anG frontier SoliFy� ��² ��� 
anG Hunanese aGministration 
reforms� ��� ��� anG IslamiF law� 
��² ��� late MinJ inϰuenFe on� ��² ��� 
��� anG SraFtiFality� ��� anG 
reFonstruFtion� ��� anG resourFe 
e[traFtion� ��� anG SoutKern moGel� 
��� anG Taiwan� ���� anG ;ianJ Army 
inGeSenGenFe� ��� anG ;inMianJ as 
e[FeStion� ��� anG ;inMianJ Hunanese 
aGministration� ��

-in SKaoyuan� ���
-insKun� IrJen Gioro� ���� ���n�
-i :enfu� ���n��
MustiFe� See leJal system

.anJ[i eGiFt� ��² ��

.atanov� Nikolai� ���� ���n�

.ataoka .a]utaGa� ���n��

.KčliGҸ� 4urbčn AlҸ� ��� ���² ��� ���� ���� 
���² ��� ���� ���n��

.Kčliߙa� ���² ��

.KaTanistan� ���² �� 

.KusKnčn .Kan� ���

.KwčnGamҸr� ���� ���n��

.im� HoGonJ� ���n�� ���n�

LaCaSra� DominiFk� ���
late MinJ tKouJKt� ��² ��� ��� ��� ���n��
leJal system: anG  ��� e[eFution on tKe 

sSot� ��² ��� ��� ���� ���� anG Kuman 
remains� ���² ��� IslamiF leJal 
autKorities� ��² ��� ��² ��� ���� ���n��� 
anG loFal funFtionaries� ��² ��� 
���n��� neeG for interSreters in� 
���² �� SayrčmҸ on� ��² ��� ��� ���� 
���nn��² ��� tonJFKi� ��² ��

iGentiϮFation �continued�
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li  ��² ��� ��² ��� ���n�� ���nn��� ��
LianJ %enkuan� ���² ��
Liankui� ��� ��
Li CKaoronJ� ���
Lifanyuan� ��� ��� ��� ���� ���n��
Li )u� ��
lineaJe: anG fall of 4inJ emSire� ���� ���� 

anG family Joals of Fivili]inJ SroMeFt� 
���� anG Kuman remains� ���² ��� anG 
iGentiϮFation� �� ��� ��� ���² �� ���� ���� 
���� ���� ���� in IslamiF 
KistorioJraSKy� ���² ��� in IslamiF 
saFreG Kistory� ���² ��� jingshi tKouJKt 
on� ���� in late MinJ tKouJKt� ��² ��� 
anG Muslim uSrisinJs� ���� anG 
resettlement� ���� ���� ���� anG se[ual 
eFonomy� ��

Lin =e[u� ��� ���
Li  ���
Liu CKenJTinJ� ��
Liu DaSenJ� ���
Liu -intanJ: Fareer of� ��² ��� anG 

ConfuFian sFKools in ;inMianJ� ��� anG 
e[eFution on tKe sSot� ��� anG family 
Joals of Fivili]inJ SroMeFt� ���² ��� anG 
ϰe[ible SoliFies� ��� anG Hunanese 
aGministration reforms� ��� anG Liu 
MinJFKuan� ���� anG SrovinFial 
struFture� ��� ��� anG se[ual violenFe� 
���

Liu MinJFKuan� ���
Liu SonJsKan� ��
Liu :enlonJ� ��
Li =onJbin� ��
loFal funFtionaries� �� ��² ��� ���n��
LoS Nur� ���
Luo CKanJKu� ��� ��
Luo EnsKou� ���n��
Luo YanJ  ���² ��
L� Pu� ��
L� :anJ� ��
Lu Yao� ��� ��

MaFartney� GeorJe� ���² �� ���
MaFaulay� TKomas %abinJton� ��
Ma )uyuan� ���
MaєmࡃGҸn .KwaMa� ���
Maier� CKarles� ���n��
MaMҸG AkKunG� ��² ��
Ma -infu� ���
ManFKu bannermen� ��

marriaJe: assiJneG� ��� ���� ���² ��� ���� 
anG GiϸerenFe� ���² ��� Musulman 
Fustoms� ��² ��� ���² ��� ���² ��� 
���nn��² ��� ���n��� temSorary� 
���² ��� ���� ���� ���² ��� ���n��� wife 
SurFKase� ��� ���� ���² ��� ���� See also 
family Joals of Fivili]inJ SroMeFt

Masami� HamaGa� ���
MasKrab� SKčK %čbč� ���
Maߙtura� ���² ��
Maࡃߙm .Kan .KwaMa� ��
Ma =Kan·ao� ��
Ma =KenJKai� ���² ��
Mbembe� AFKille� ���
Memmi� Albert� ���
memory� ���² ��� ���� See also KistoriFal 

narrative
merFKant networks� ��² ��� ��² ��� ��� ��� 

���� ���nn��� ��� ��
metKoGoloJies� �
Meyer� )onJ� Tobie� ��� ���
Miao USrisinJ �����² ������ ��� ��
Mi -iasKan� ���
Military Disaster �bingxian�� ���� ���² ��� 

���� ���n��� See also TaiSinJ :ar
MillwarG� -ames� ��� ���
MinJFKun� ���
MinJ� 4inJ transition� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��
MҸrkKwčnG� ���n��
moGerni]ation� ��
MonJol FonTuests� ��� ��� ���² ��� ���� 

���² ��� ���² ��
Moral Exhortations to the People �Yuzhi 

� �SKun]Ki emSeror�� 
��² ��� ���nn��� ��

morality literature� ��� ���  
See also 

mortuary SolitiFs� ���
MottaKeGeK� Roy� ���n��
MuJKal emSire� ���

 �Compendium 
of Histories and Stories�� ���� ���

 �Al� MasࡃGҸ�� ���n��
Muslim iGentity� See iGentiϮFation
Muslim uSrisinJs� �� �² ��� anG akKunGs� 

��� anG alienation� ���� amnesty� ���� 
anG astroloJy� ���� Fasualties of� 
���² ��� ���² ��� ���n��� ���n��� anG 
GestruFtion of built environment� 
���² ��� anG familial�Fommunity loss� 
���² ��� anG KistoriFal narrative� ��� 
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���� ���� ���² ��� ���n��� anG Kuman 
remains retrieval� ���² ��� anG 
iGentiϮFation� �² ��� ��� imSaFt of� 
���n��� anG 4inJ emSeror as Muslim� 
���� anG resettlement� ���² ��� 
SayrčmҸ·s role in� ���� se[ual violenFe 
GurinJ� ���� anG TaiSinJ :ar� ��� 
terms for� ���n��� anG wiGows� ���� 
anG ;ianJ Army� ���² ���  
See also YaTࡃb %eJ reJime

Musulmans: vs� CKantous� ���² �� 
marriaJe Fustoms� ��² ��� ���² ��� 
���² ��� ���nn��² ��� ���n��� 
terminoloJy� ��� ��² ���  
See also iGentiϮFation

NaҸm� MuєammaG� ��� ���n��
NaKata MutusKan� ���n�
nationalism: anG iGentiϮFation� ���� anG 

:anJ )u]Ki� ��� ��� ���² ��n���  
See also UyJKur nationalism

Nčy .Kan� .KwaMa� ���� ���² ��
neo� ConfuFianism� See ConfuFianism
Newby� Laura� ���
New PoliFies� ��² ��� ��� ��� ���
New 4inJ History� �
NJ� 9ivien� ���
Nian uSrisinJ� ��� ��
Niyč] %eJ� ��� ���n��
Niyč] b� GKafࡃr %eJ� MuєammaG� ���n��
Niyč] .Kan� ���� ���² ��
Niyč]� MuєammaG� ���n��
Nora� Pierre� ���
Nࡃє� See stories of tKe SroSKets

oasis iGentities� ��� ���n��
OJKu] .Kan� ���
OSium :ars� ��
´OriJins of tKe Huiµ �´HuiKui yuanlaiµ�� 

���² ��
OsterKammel� -�rJen� ���n��

Palta� ��� ��
Pan ;iaosu� ��� ��� ��
Pan =Ken� ��� ��
PerGue� Peter� ���n��
Platt� SteSKen� ��
�� �oskčmҸ� AbGullaKށ�² ����  

���nn��² ��
SostFolonialism� ���

 �Zuo gong ping xi 
zhuan�� ���� ���n��

Srostitution� See ´baG womenµ
SseuGo� RabJKࡃ]Ҹ� ���� ���n��

4inJ emSire: anG Folonialism� �� ���n��� 
anG GeFline of Hunanese 
aGministration in ;inMianJ� ��² ��� ���� 
GiϸerenFe in� ���² ��� ���n��� 
eiJKteentK� Fentury FonTuest of 
;inMianJ� �� ���� ���² ��� fall of� ��� ���� 
���² ��� ���² �� founGinJ Gate� ���n�� 
frontier SoliFy� ��² ��� anG Great 
Game� ���� anG iGentiϮFation� ���� anG 
imSerial universalism� ��² ��� IslamiF 
saFreG Kistory on� ���² ��� anG 
nostalJia� ���� 4inJ emSeror as 
Muslim� ���² ��� ���� ���nn��� ��� anG 
saFral moGel� ���² ��� ���n��� anG 
translation� ��� ���n��� ;ianJ Army 
inGeSenGenFe from� ��� ��

 �Stories of  
the Strange and Wondrous��  
���n��

4u Yuan� ��

al� RabJKࡃ]Ҹ� Nčߙir al� DҸn b� %urKčn 
al� DҸn� ���� ���� ���n��

Rao YinJTi� ��� ��� ��� ���
RasKҸG al� DҸn ҇amaGčnҸ� ���� ���
RčsKiG AkKunG� ��� ��
RawঋallaK� ���

 �MҸkKwčnG�� ���n��
reFonstruFtion� ��² ��� ��� ��² ��� ���² ��� 

���� ���n��
ReFonstruFtion anG PaFiϮFation AJenFies 

�fuji shanhou ju�� ��
ReSubliFan era� ��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���
resettlement� ��� ���² ��� ���
resourFe e[traFtion� ��� ��� ��� ���� ���
Ross� Denison� ��
Rui[ian� ��� ��
rule of avoiGanFe� ��
Russian emSire� ��� ���� ���� ���
RuwayGa .Kan� ���² ��

saFral moGel� ���² ��� ���n��
SayrčmҸ� MullaK Mࡃsa� ���² ��� ���n�� on 

GiϸerenFe� ��� ���² ��� ���n��� GKulčm 
MuєammaG .Kan·s Fontinuation of� 
���� ���� ���² ��n��� anG Kistory as 

Muslim uSrisinJs �continued�
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reFovery� ���� anG IslamiF saFreG 
Kistory� ���� ���² ��� Islami]ation 
leJenGs in� ���² ��� ���n��� on MustiFe 
vs� tyranny� ��� ���² ��� ���� ���� 
���n��� on leJal system� ��² ��� ��� ���� 
���nn��² ��� life of� ���² ��� lineaJe in� 
���² ��� on Muslim uSrisinJs� ��² ��� 
���² ��� ���n��� ���n��� nostalJia in� 
���� anG Sost� MonJol aFFounts of 
CKina� ���� on 4inJ emSeror as 
Muslim� ���² ��� ���� ���nn��� ��� on 
4inJ reFonTuest� ���² ��� anG saFral 
moGel� ���² ��� writinJ of� ���² ��

sFKoolinJ� See eGuFation
Self� StrenJtKeninJ Movement� ���
se[ual eFonomy: ´baG women�µ ���² ��� 

���� ���² ��� ���� anG bounGary 
transJressions� ���� anG CKantous� ���� 
anG Folonialism� ���� etKniF triaG in� 
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���² ��� ���� anG interSreters� ���² ��� 
anG Muslim iGentity� ���² ��� anG 
suiFiGe� ���² ��� wife SurFKase� ��� ���� 
���² ��� ���� See also family Joals of 
Fivili]inJ SroMeFt� marriaJe

se[ual violenFe� ���� ���� ���� ���n��
 � �� ���² ��

SKčKyčrҸ� MuєammaG GKarҸb� ��
 � �  
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shanhou� See reFonstruFtion
SKariaK� ��
SKariaK Fourts� ��² ��
SKawTҸ� 4utluJK� ���
SKen %ao]Ken� ���
SKi Min� ���
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Soviet Union� ���
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stateFraft tKouJKt� See jingshi tKouJKt
Stoler� Ann� ���� ���n��
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SutuT %uJKra .Kan� ���² ��
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Kistory of� ���� anG Kuman remains� 
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Tao Mo� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��
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Timur� ���� ���² ��� ���
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TokKta %anu� ��² ��
tonJFKis� See interSreters
TonJ]Ki emSeror� ���� ���� ���
traGe networks� ��² ��� ��² ��� ��� ���nn��� 

��� ��
translation� ��² ��� ����  
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TurSan :anJ� ��� ���² ��
 �Ershisi xiao�� 

��� ���

UtKmčn� ���
UyJKur nationalism� �² �� ��� ��² ��� ���� 

���� ���² ��� ���n�

ventriloTuism� ���² ��
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:anJ %uGuan� ��
:anJ )u]Ki� ��² ��� ��² ��� ��� ��� ��� 

���² ��n��
:anJ -iSinJ� ��² ��� ��� ��
:anJ PenJKui� ���
:anJ SKu·nan: baFkJrounG of� ��² ��� anG 

Folonialism� ��² ��� ���� ���� anG 
ConfuFian sFKools in ;inMianJ� ���� 
anG fall of 4inJ emSire� ��� anG 
Han�  anG TanJ� Gynasty Sast� 
���² ��n��� inϰuenFes on� ��� ���n��� 
anG YanJ =enJ[in� ��� ���² �

:anJ TinJ[ianJ� ��
:anJ TinJ]an� ��
:anJ :anfu� ���² ��
:anJ =KensKenJ� ���² ��� ���² ��� ���� ���� 

���
:ei GuanJtao� ��
:ei  ��� ���² ��
:ei Yuan� ��� ���
:iens� Mi� FKu� ���n��
:riJKt� Mary� ��
:u Yinsun� ��

;ianJ Army: anG akKunGs� ��� battleϮelG 
Sromotions� ��� FonTuest by� ��� ��� 
GeϮnition of� ��² ��� ���n�� anG 
DinJ[ianJ :anJ� ���� ���� Gansu 
FamSaiJn� ��² ��� ��� ��² ��� ��� ���n�� 
anG Han�  anG TanJ� Gynasty Sast� 
���² ��� ���² ��� ���² ��n��� anG 
KistoriFal narrative� ���² ��� 
inGeSenGenFe of� ��� ��� leaGersKiS of� 
��² ��� Muslims in� ��� anG Muslim 
uSrisinJs� ���² ��� anG Nian uSrisinJ� 
��� ��� novels about� ���� ���nn��² ��� 
orJani]ation of� ��� anG 
reFonstruFtion� ��� reJional oriJins 
of� ��² ��� ��� anG se[ual violenFe� 
���n��� anG Sino� )renFK :ar� ��� anG 

TaiSinJ :ar� ��² ��� ��� ��² ��� ��� ���� 
���n��� :anJ =KensKenJ on� ���� anG 
;inKai Revolution� ��� anG ;inMianJ 
aGministration� ��² ��� ��² ��� ��� 
���n��� anG ;inMianJ as lanG of 
oSSortunity� ��� ��² ��

;ianJ Army Fivili]inJ SroMeFt� �² �� anG 
aGventurism� ��� CKinese FritiFisms 
of� ���� CKinese oriJins of� �� anG 
Folonialism�imSerialism� �² �� ���² �� 
���² ��� ���n��� failure of� ��� ���� 
iGeoloJy of� ��² ��� anG moGerni]ation� 
��� Muslim FritiFisms of� ���� 
sFKolarsKiS on� �² �� �² �� anG 
terminoloJy� ��� anG translation� 
��² ��� :anJ =KensKenJ on� ���² ��� 
See also ConfuFian sFKools in ;inMianJ� 
family Joals of Fivili]inJ SroMeFt

 �Xiangjun 
ping ni zhuan�� ���� ���n��

;iao ;ionJ� ��� ���� ���² ��� ���
;inKai Revolution �����² ���� ��� ���� ���� 

���� ���
;inMianJ: Furrent reeGuFation SroJrams 

in� ���² ��� GeFision to reFonTuer� ��� 
Kistory of� �² �� ���² ��� as lanG of 
oSSortunity� ��� ��² ��� ���� anG 4inJ 
frontier SoliFy� ��� settlements in� 
��² ��� � terminoloJy� ��² ��� traGe 
networks in� ��² ��� ��² ��� ��� ���nn��� 
��� ��� as ]one of e[FeStion� ��� ��� ��� 
��� ���� ���² ��

Xi xing riji � � 
�)enJ -unJuanJ�� ���� ���

Xi zheng riji �  
to the West� �:anJ =KensKenJ��  
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YaTࡃb %eJ reJime: Fonfusion anG 
frustration unGer� ���� Gefeat of� 
���n�� anG iGentiϮFation� ��� IslamiF 
KistorioJraSKy on� ��² ��� ���� ���² ��� 
marriaJe Fustoms GurinJ� ���� anG 
resettlement� ���� ���� anG SayrčmҸ·s 
Sosition unGer� ���� anG tyranny� 
��² ��

 �Huang shu� �:anJ )u]Ki�� 
��² ��

Yi %aisKa� ���
YinJKan� ���
Yi SKousonJ� ���² �
Yuan DaKua� ��² ��� ��� ���
Yuan HonJyou� ��² ��
Yuan YaolinJ� ��
Yu Dabi� ���
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 �Moral Exhortations 
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=enJ Guofan� ��� ��� ��� ���� ���n�
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=KanJ GuisKu� ���
=KanJ� LawrenFe� ���n��
=KanJ SKi� ���

=KanJ ;i� ���² ��
=KanJ Yao� ���n�
=KanJ =KonJyuan� ���² ��
=Kou Han� ��
=Kou -inJtanJ� ��² ��� ��
=Kou -iyu� ��� ���
=Ku CKuntinJ� ���
=Ku RuiFKi� ��
=ito� AnJela� ��
]ones of e[FeStion� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
=uo =onJtanJ: amnesty GeFlareG by� ���� 

anG battleϮelG Sromotions� ��� anG 
CKu Army� ��� ���n�� on ConfuFian 
sFKools in ;inMianJ� ��² ��� ��� ��� ��� 
anG e[eFution on tKe sSot� ��� on 
family Joals of Fivili]inJ SroMeFt� 
��² ��� anG frontier SoliFy� ��� anG 
Gansu FamSaiJn� ���n�� anG Han�  anG 
TanJ� Gynasty Sast� ���� anG Hunanese 
aGministration in ;inMianJ� ��� ��� ��� 
anG internal OtKer� ��� ��� anG jingshi 
tKouJKt� ��� ��� anG .anJ[i eGiFt� ��� 
anG late MinJ tKouJKt� ��� ��� ��� anG 
ManFKu bannermen� ��� anG Nian 
uSrisinJ� ��� novels about� ���� ���n��� 
anG 4inJ imSerial univeralism� ��² ��� 
anG reJional oriJins of ;ianJ Army 
solGiers� ��� anG resettlement� ���� 
anG translation� ��² ��� anG ;inMianJ 
as e[FeStion� ��
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